
The 
Breakthrough 
in Dry Patch 
you've been 

waiting fori 
... and not just Dry Patch either. 
Rigby Taylor's new advanced technology 
range of wetting agents also increases the 
rate and depth of water penetration through 
turf affected by Dry Patch or compaction, 
Mascot Breaker will enhance surface 
drainage and help significantly to promote 
healthy deep root development. 

New Mascot Breaker is available in liquid, 
granular or tablet form. It is easy to use, 
cost effective and totally unique. 

And with efficacy and performance 
confirmed by independent STRI trials you'll 
soon see it's the break through you've been 
looking for! 

Get the full facts from Rigby Taylor and 
talk to your local representative or 
nhone 

« T O E 0800 424 919 
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Rigby Taylor Ltd, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lanes BL1 4AE Tel: 01204 394888 Fax: 01204 398379 
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Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund 
The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, golf club 
and game. Individuals ar>d companies can join the Golden Key Circ 
and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581. 

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Hardi Ltd • Hayters PLC • Hepworths • Jacobsens 
• Kubota UK Ltd • Lely UK Ltd • Levington • Miracle Professional 
• Mommersteeg • Ocmis • Pattisson • Ransomes 
• Rhone Poulenc • Rigby Taylor • Supaturf • Toro 

SILVER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Avoncrop Amenity Products • Fenchurch • Rolawn • Sisis 

You can book your exhibition space NOW for BTME 97 - for all the details contact Louise Lunn on 01347 838581 

B I G G A 
G O L D E N KEY 

and SILVER KEY 
CIRCLES 

F R E E R E A D E R 
R E P L Y S E R V I C E 

Use the post-paid 
Reader Reply 
Card facing 
Page 2 for 
further 
information on 
the products and 
services 
advertised in this 
issue. Just state 
the companies' Ad """"" 
Ref numbers, post the card to us 
and we'll arrange for further 
information to be sent to you 
direct. 

A D V E R T I S E R S ' I N D E X 
a quick reference guide 
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Classified • 52 
Job Shop • 52 
Recruitment • 52-53 

ADVERTISING WORKS 
IN GREENKEEPER 
INTERNATIONAL: 

The Buyer's Guide has 
brought us a steady 
number of enquiries. 

We have found the response to 
be of good quality, in 
numbers, and feel that 
the Guide is effective in 
reaching the end user 

- MIKE FRANKLIN, 
National Sales Manager, Boughton 
Loam/Turf Mnagement Systems 
FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn at 
BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581. 
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WE SAY 

A coming together 
History will surely record that 

30 March 1996 was an 
important day for European 
Greenkeeping. For this was the 
cold and snowy day in Amster-
dam when 16 representatives of 
greenkeeping associations 
throughout Europe sat down at 
the Vlijmen Headquarters of 
Mommersteeg to discuss the for-
mation of a European Greenkeep-
ing Association. From the 
meeting emerged the "Federation 
of European Golf Greenkeeping 
Associations" or FEGGA as it will 
inevitably come to be known. 
While the concept of such a body 
had long been discussed by 
greenkeeper leaders throughout 
Europe, it was during 1995 that 
the pace quickened and a number 
of discussions took place. During 
the BTME in January, the Interna-
tional Forum determined that the 
time had come to call a formal 
meeting of interested parties and 
this resulted in ten countries 
being represented in Amsterdam 
with a further six declaring their 
support by proxy. So it came 
about that FEGGA was estab-
lished from a strong base of six-
teen countries' support. 

Why then has this Federation 
been deemed necessary? The 
underlying reason is quite clear 
and very simple - within the 
European Community greenkeep-
ers were perceived as being 
unable to speak with one voice 
and the reluctance to invite 
greenkeeper participation in envi-
ronmental discussions within the 
European Golf Association's Ecol-
ogy Unit based in Brussels high-
lighted the need for European 
greenkeeping associations to 
come together. During the Ams-
terdam meeting the enthusiasm 
for the new Federation was 
marked as delegates could envis-
age the long term benefits for 
greenkeepers. The environment is 
a key area for consideration and 
so too is education and here the 
establishment of common stan-
dards throughout Europe must be 
the ultimate aim. There can be 
little doubt, also, that FEGGA will 
be able to assist those greenkeep-
ing associations still in their 
infancy to flourish and grow. 
There is much that can be 
achieved and I sense that the 
commitment for FEGGA to suc-
ceed is very much in evidence. 

Initially there is much work to 
be done in order for FEGGA to be 

BIGGA in focus 
BY NEIL THOMAS 

established and accepted within 
the game of golf. It has been 
agreed that FEGGA will not 
become a bureaucratic body 
while administration will be 
jointly shared by BIGGA and the 
Swedish Greenkeepers Associa-
tion. The postal address will be 
that of the SGA. An Interim Board 
of Directors has been appointed 
which will take the Federation 
forward to its first AGM which 
will be held during BTME '97 in 
Harrogate. After that it is planned 
to take the AGM to other Euro-
pean countries. Meetings of the 
Board of Directors will similarly 
rotate within Europe and it is 
planned to initially hold two 
meetings of the Board before the 
AGM. These will essentially be 
planning meetings enabling a 
structure including organisational 
arrangements, statutes and 
financing proposals to be pre-
sented to the AGM during the 
BTME. Five representatives of 
Associations have been elected to 
the Interim Board and these are:-

Dean Cleaver - BIGGA - Chair-
man, Per -Olof Ljung - SGA- Vice 
Chairman, Claus Detlef Ratjen -
Greenkeepers Association of Ger-
many, Roland Favrat - Spanish 
Greenkeepers Association, Elise 
Jarvinen - Finnish Greenkeepers 
Association. 

Elections to the Board of Direc-
tors will then take place at the 
AGM and it is envisaged that 
Board Members will serve for a 
minimum period of two years. It 
is appropriate to record the other 
delegates present at the meeting 
who were: Etienne Bruier and 
Rudy Duyck - Greenkeepers Asso-
ciation of Belgium, Rob Spruit 
and Gerard Koster - Dutch Green-
keepers Association, Patrick 
Guinan - Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of Ireland, Stal 
Bo and Fridtjof Myhrene - Nor-
wegian Greenkeepers Associa-
tion, Gilbert Ayer - Swiss 
Greenkeepers Association, Fred-
erick ten Hage - Holland -
BIGGA member, Tommy Lindelof 
- Chief Executive - SGA, Neil 
Thomas - Executive Director -
BIGGA. 

The other countries to indicate 
their support for FEGGA were 
France, Denmark, Estonia, Aus-
tria, Northern Ireland and Italy. It 
should be pointed out that the 
new body is not one which an 
individual greenkeeper can join. 
It will represent associations 
rather than individuals. As such it 
will be for individual greenkeep-
ers to make their views and sug-
gestions relating to FEGGA 
known to their own Associations 
who will then ensure that appro-
priate consideration is given by 

the Board of Directors to the 
worthwhile proposals of individu-
als. One matter receiving immedi-
ate consideration is that of a logo 
for the new body and any sugges-
tions in this regard will be wel-
comed and can be forwarded to 
BIGGA Headquarters. 

So FEGGA has finally come 
about. Many will argue that it is 
long overdue. This may well be 
so but until recent years commu-
nication between greenkeepers 
and greenkeeping associations 
within Europe has not been a 
strong point. Now those difficul-
ties are being overcome and the 
profession is set to speak with a 
strong voice within the EEC's cor-
ridors of power as well as within 
the European golf community. 
Few will doubt the necessity for 
this strong voice if greenkeepers 
are to be key players in setting 
standards within the game and 
the profession. Within the EEC 
only a strong voice will gain 
access to the funding so necessary 
to advance the profession. No-
one should pretend that an easy 
road lies ahead but a significant 
start has been made and the 
future can be viewed optimisti-
cally. 

Finally a big thank you to John 
Akers, Commercial Manager for 
Mommersteeg for his assistance 
in arranging the inaugural meet-
ing and the use of the excellent 
facilities at the company's Vlijmen 
Headquarters. Here is yet another 
example of BIGGA's partnership 
with a Golden Key supporter 
working for the benefit of green-
keepers and the profession. 
• Pictured: FEGGA delegates. 



Toro quality 
recognised 
at highest 
level 

Toro has been awarded the 
prestigious ISO 9000 
certification for international 
quality consistency at its US 
manufacturing plant in 
Wisconsin. It is the first 
commercial turfcare 
equipment manufacturer to 
receive the designation. 

"It's long been Toro's 
practice to provide our 
customers with innovative 
quality turf products that 
provide superior long-term 
value," said Graham Dale, 
Managing Director of Toro 
distributors, Lely UK. 

"This accomplishment is 
further evidence of Toro's 
commitment to market 
leadership, continuous product 
improvement and meeting our 
customers' needs." 

A company whose processes 
meet the rigorous ISO 
standards is considered more 
capable of manufacturing 
products to a level of 
consistency and quality 
respected around the world. 

NEWS 
New man 
joins IOG 
at 'crucial 
time' 
The Institute of Groundsman-
ship has appointed Patrick Gos-
set as its new Chief Executive. 

Mr Gosset, 50, joins the IOG 
from portable accommodation 
hire company Premier 
Transline where he was Man-
aging Director. 

"I am joining the Institute of 
Groundsmanship at a crucial 
time in its development across 
a broad spectrum of sport and 
leisure activities," said Mr Gos-
set. 

"I recognise that as a mem-
ber organisation we must pro-
vide - and continue to develop 

- a package of really worth-
while benefits and to market 
ourselves professionally so that 
those involved in our ever 
widening range of interests will 
recognise the value of member-
ship." 

Patrick Gosset lives in 
Oxfordshire and lists cricket 
and rowing among his sporting 
interests. 

Lord Whitelaw 
opens complex 
The new Eden Greenkeeping 
Centre at St Andrews was opened 
officially by BIGGA President Vis-
count Whitelaw 

A former Captain of the R&A, 
Viscount Whitelaw said how 
pleased he was to see this invest-
ment in first class greenkeeping 
facilities and that the high stan-
dards set by the Eden complex 
reflected the growing profession-
alism of greenkeeping. He then 
unveiled a plaque to mark the 
occasion. 

The Centre provides accommo-
dation for greenkeepers, machin-
ery and materials required for the 
Eden, Strathtyrum and Balgove 
Courses and the Golf Practice Cen-
tre. It also houses the Course 
Rangers and orderlies and their 
equipment. It has an overall floor 
area of 12,220 square feet and cost 
around £500,000 to complete. 

Links Trust Chairman, John 

Lindesay-Bethune, said that the 
new complex was the first physi-
cal sign of the Trust's heavy 
investment in its greenkeeping 
operations. 

"The good condition of the 
courses is vital to providing 
golfers with enjoyable experi-
ences and this facility will help 

our greenkeepers to achieve that 
aim," he said. 

Mr Lindesay-Bethune singled 
out the R&A for special praise for 
its contribution of a £1 million 
loan towards the construction 
costs of both the Eden Centre and 
the Jubilee Sheds, on which con-
struction is about to start. 

Does 
BIGGA 
need an 
Essex 
Section? 
Over recent months there has 
been a great deal of debate 
about the need for an Essex 
Section of BIGGA. 

It has been proposed that an 
Essex Section be formed as 
part of the South East Region 
and that the revised East 
Anglia Section be transferred 
from the South East to the 
Midlands Region. The pro-
posal has been made purely 
on the number of current and 
potential members within geo-
graphical boundaries and the 
benefits of ease of access to 
Section events that the 
changes would produce. 

A general meeting of inter-
ested members has been 
arranged for Thursday, June 
27 at 7pm at Raven wood Hall, 
Hotel, Rougham, approxi-
mately four miles east of Bury 
St Edmunds, off the A14. 

The proposal is only viable 
with sufficient support and 
members interested in learn-
ing more or in having their 
opinions heard are urged to 
attend. If the proposal is 
adopted then there may be 
vacancies for Section Commit-
tee members for both East 
Anglia and Essex. 

Think about the proposed 
change and talk to your col-
leagues. 

How will it affect you? 
Come to the meeting and 

have a say in how your Associ-
ation is organised. 

THE ONE JOB I DO WHICH GIVES 
ME MOST SATISFACTION IS: 

"Walking down the 18th fairway 
at the end of the Volvo PGA 

Championship after the last putt 
has gone down thinking, Thank 

God it's over.'" 
G r a h a m M a t h e s o n , 

T h e W e n t w o r t h C l u b 



It's time for the programmed approach to turf disease control 
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'Greenshield' and 'Daconil' Turf is the best possible partnership to maintain disease-
free turf. Two powerful fungicides give broad spectrum disease control including 
Fusarium Patch, Anthracnose, Dollar Spot and Red Thread, with safety to the grass. 

'Greenshield' is the ideal product when the turf is growing strongly. The combination 
of the contact chlorothalonil and the systemic carbendazim controls disease for up 
to six weeks. 

'Daconil' Turf is ideal for use during the cooler, slow growing months. It gives up to 
six weeks control when used as a preventative treatment. Multi-site activity means 
fungal disease resistance has never been a threat. 

Empty containers of both products can 
be collected and disposed of free of 
charge using the Miracle Frofessional 
service on (0345) 125398. 

Miracle Professional 
Salisbury House, Weys ide Park, Catteshall Lane, 
Godalming, Surrey G U 7 1XE. Tel: (01483) 410210 

Part of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

PARTNERS IN CONTROL F o r m e r l y Professional Products 

'Daconil' Turf contains chlorothalonil. 'Greenshield' contains chlorothalonil and carbendazim. Daconil 2787 and Greenshield are registered trade marks of ISK Biosciences Ltd. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. 



HAYTER 

Emotions 
run high 

Golf course wildlife advisor appointed 
Joint funding between the Scot-
tish Golf Union, the R & A and 
Scottish Natural Heritage has 
resulted in Scotland becoming 
the first country in Europe to 
appoint a Golf Course Wildlife 
Advisor. 

Jona than Smith, 25, pictured 
above, was recently employed by 
the Duke of Buccleuch on his 
Bowhill Estate and took up the 
advisory posi t ion on 29 April. 
Initially he will be based in 

Glasgow in premises provided 
by the Strathclyde Greenbelt 
Company 

"We see this appointment as a 
positive step to integrating golf 
courses into the environment," said 
lan Hume, Secretary of the SGU. 
"We have been considering this 
move for some time and are now 
pleased to be able to offer advice 
to new and existing golf courses on 
the positive aspects of working in 
harmony with the landscape and 

its wildlife in line with current con-
servation policies." 

Karen Morrison, Urban Conser-
vation Officer with the Scottish 
Natural Heritage said, "Golf 
Courses are an important element 
of Scotland's natural heritage. We 
hope that this initiative will make 
people more aware of the positive 
contribution their course can 
make to the environment, if it is 
managed in sympathy with its 
surroundings." 

Thoughts whi le on t h e seven th 
b y R o y T . G . H u d s o n , F i r s t A s s i s t a n t a t 

T h e L a m b o u r n e C l u b 

If it's not Fusarium, it's bloody Poa, 
It's about time we backlapped that 
mower! 
Cut the greens and tee surrounds, 
Collect the balls from the practice 
ground. 
Slit, scarify, perhaps hollow tine? 
When was the deadline?...Next 
Tuesday... fine! 
Tournaments, medals...What? Not 
another one! 
C.O.S.H.H. assessment forms, 
"Christ, that'll be fun!" 
Heath and Safety, locks, security, 

Training for staff...finish at three! 
Members suggesting greener 
greens with softer grass? 
"As if pressure to play in frosty 
mornings wasn't enough!" 
Holes to be changed, Reps to call, 
"Hell!"...Where'd that come from? 
"Hey, next time mate, try calling 
Fore!" 
Fine tomorrow, maybe frost, 
Damn!...Budget meeting with the 
boss. 
But thinking, as I looked out from 
the 7th, towards the clubhouse, 
"Job wise...I just wouldn't give a 
four XXX for anything else!" 

F l y i n g t h e f l a g : C o m p e t i t o r s a t 
O a k M a n o r 

The Devon and Cornwall 
Section Qualifier was an 
emotional occasion with the 
honouring of the host club's 
Course Manager, Gordon 
Child who retired last month. 
Gordon, the South West and 
South Wales Regional 
Administrator was presented 
with a television set from the 
Section to mark the occasion. 

Qualifiers for the Regional 
Final of the Hayter Challenge 
to be held at Salisbury GC on 
Wednesday June 12 are: 

0-9. G. Tamblyn, J. Mitchell, 
A. Parker, T. Gooch, C. 
Rawlings. 

10-18. T. Farkins, M. Child, 
E. Barber, M. Parrish, W. 
Potter. 

19-28. T. Blackburn, A. 
James, S. Getson, Miss L. 
Breyley, C. Pine. 

The winners in each 
category were presented with 
a silver salver by Mike 
Lincoln-Smith of Hayter. 

The South West Hayter 
Qualifier was played at the 
excellent Oak Manor GC, near 
Taunton. 

A tough test (speaking from 
personal experience - Ed) 
Oak Manor was in magnificent 
condition thanks to the work of 
Nigel Pring and his team. 
Nigel also led the way in the 
competition as well posting a 
best gross score of 72. 

Overall winner was Craig 
Fudge of Tracey Park who 
scored a fine nett 66. 

Regional Final Qualifiers 
are: 
0-9. C. Fudge, N. Pring, M. 
Fawcett, P. Godwin, C. Tozer. 
10-18. A. Turner, J. Williams, 
D. Smith, A. Knight, 0. 
Stevenson. 
19-28. C. Sealey, T. Dabenett, 
J. Barr, S. Mitchell, P Cox. 

Consul tant 
jo ins f i rm 

Jason Sinden has 
joined Eamonn 
Wall & Co as an 
associate consul-
tant. Jason has 
an Honours 
degree from 

Aberdeen University in 
Forest Management as well as a 
range of practical experience. 
His duties will include site sur-
veys, design, planning and 
management with specialist 
duties in mensuration, contract 
tendering and supervision. 

"Although the production of 
timber is a secondary consider-
ation on golf courses, the 
opportunity should not be 
missed to attain a return from 
assets which already exist. The 
good silvicultural practices 
which are required to achieve a 
suitable commercial crop (a 
long, knot free stem) are con-
ducive to the needs of the golf 
course. The branch free stem 
allows play from underneath 
and facilitates turf manage-
ment," explained Jason. 

In the last three years 
Eamonn Wall and Co has been 
responsible for planting close 
to half a million trees on golf 
courses. 



N O T H I N G COMPARES OR COMPETES 
W I T H THE N E W ECHO ARCT 

HCA-2400 LONG REACH MULTI-
A N G L E D HEDGE CUTTER. 
With its 51-inch shaft, even high or 
wide neatly shaped bushes are 
always within your reach - without you 
having to wade into the bed. 

The real secret of the HCA-2400, 
however, lies in its 90-degree 
articulating gearbox. Adjustable in 
15-degree increments, this 
unique feature makes shaping, 
trimming and topping so easy. 

f 

The result of a long 
pedigree of Echo expertise -

and field tested in the demanding 
U.S.A. professional market - the 

HCA-2400 offers unrivalled 
performance, reliability and all these 
quality features: 

• 20-inch double sided blades 
• 23.6cc dual piston ring engine 
• Vibration reducing engine 

mounts and handles 
• See-through fuel tank. 

So why not talk to your dealer today 
about the unique new Echo ARC™ 
HCA-2400? 

A D 
R E F 
1 2 6 

CALL 01235 813936 
f o r y o u r FREE b r o c h u r e 

T o : E C H O G B . 
T h e B r o a d w a y , D i d c o t , 

O x o n O X 1 1 8 E S . 

A NAME WORTH REPEATING IN OUTDOOR 
POWER EQUIPMENT 

A d i v i s i o n o f A l l e n P o w e r 
E q u i p m e n t L t d . 

P l e a s e s e n d m e f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e Echo A r c ™ 
H C A - 2 4 0 0 H e d g e C u t t e r . Please tick if you require a demonstration: • 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE.. 

TELEPHONE . 
Gl.5.96 i 

Education 
Update 
BY KEN 
RICHARDSON 

Get your n a m e 
d o w n n o w for 
s o m e top t i t les 
This month sees the deadlines 

for entry to two of BIGGA's 
major competitions, ie the Miracle 
Premier Greenkeeper of the Year 
and the Toro/Lely/PGA European 
Tour Student Greenkeeper of the 
Year, so make sure that your entry 
has been submitted by the closing 
date. 

Miracle Premier 
Greenkeeper of the Year 
The race to find the 1996 Miracle 
Premier Greenkeeper of the Year 
is hot t ing up. You still have time 
to nominate your choice, how-
ever, as entries need to be at HQ 
by 31 May, you need to make sure 
that your nominat ion is in the 
post. Does your Head Green-
keeper deserve to be recognised 
for his efforts? Does your green-
keeping team wan t to win £500? 
Do you wan t to visit the GCSAA 
show in Las Vegas in February 
1997 for free? If the answer to 
any of the above is yes then get 
your nomination in TODAY by fill-
ing in the pre-paid card in the 
magazine, filling in an official 
entry form or by telephoning me 
on 01347 838581. Course visits, 
by a BIGGA regional representa-
tive and by a previous Master 
Greenkeeper finalist will take 
place throughout the Summer 
and the National Final will take 
place at Aldwark Manor on 1 / 2 
December. 

TORO/Lely/PGA European 
Tour Student of the Year 
Entries for this competit ion need 
to be at Aldwark Manor by 31 
May 1996. Regional judging will 
take place during the week com-
mencing 2 September with the 
National Final taking place on 
13 /14 October at Aldwark Manor. 

Regional Supervisory 
Management Training 
These courses are not just for 
head greenkeepers /course man-

agers but are for all greenkeepers 
looking to improve their supervi-
sory skills and become the course 
managers of tomorrow. Plans are 
well advanced for the next series 
of courses to take place in the 
Autumn of 1996 and Spring of 
1997, in all five BIGGA regions 
and in Eire. By popular request, 
fur ther Essential Management 
Skills courses will be held in each 
region and new for this year will 
be two day courses in Budgeting 
and Finance for Greenkeepers and 
Golf Course Health and Safety 
Management . All courses will, 
again, be heavily subsidised by 
the BIGGA Education and Devel-
opment Fund, allowing the cost of 
courses to be kept to a minimum. 
Further details and an application 
form will appear in June's edition 
of Greenkeeper International. 
Make sure that you join the two 
hundred greenkeepers already 
trained this year by applying 
early. 

Health and Safety Training 
BIGGA can arrange Pesticide 
Training Courses and First Aid 
Training Courses in your region or 
even at your golf club. If you or 
any of your staff need to be 
trained or need refresher training 
then contact me at HQ. Minimum 
course numbers need to be six. 

THE ONE JOB I DO WHICH GIVES 
ME MOST SATISFACTION IS: 

i i l l l i i l l l 

"Hand cutting greens" 
A d r i a n P o r t e r , G r e e t h a m V a l l e y G C 



New man takes over 
the helm at Kubota 
Kubota's new Director of Tractor 
and Grass Machinery, Rene 
Orban, highlighted the back-up 
customer care service as the area 
in which he hopes to make his 
mark. 

Speaking at a briefing called to 
formerly announce his appoint-
ment, Rene, previously Jacob-
sen's Managing Director 
European Operations, said: "Any-
one who ever worked with me 
will tell you parts and service and 
the back-up customer care ser-
vice are things which are very 
dear to my heart. This is where I 
will start. 

"This is no criticism of the cur-
rent situation but the manage-
ment team and I will be looking 
at new ways of making Kubota 
even more efficient in this area," 
said Rene. 

He also outlined the strengths his 
new employer had in the industry. 

"As well as our dominant posi-
tion in the UK market we have in 
Kubota Corporation at our finger-
tips the resources of a truly global 
player with 18 factories in Japan 

and five factories overseas 
employing over 20,000 people 
worldwide. 

"Kubota is one of the world's 
biggest and most innovative man-
ufacturers of diesel engines and it 
is this which gives us our cutting 
edge." 

He also paid tribute to the man 
he is replacing. 

"Behind Kubota's success is a 
team which was led by Brian 
Hurtley. Under his leadership 
Kubota has achieved its brand 
leadership. Brian will, I am sure, 
be remembered with great admi-
ration and considerable fondness. 
He has worked hard and with 
great dedication to make Kubota 
a formidable force to reckon with. 
He has always been a person 
respected and liked by all his 
competitors." 

Brian Hurtley, who was also at 
the briefing and who retires in 
June, explained that it was Rene's 
proven ability to work closely 
with Japanese colleagues which 
was one reason Rene was singled 
out as the man for the job. 

R e n e O r b a n , r i g h t , K u b o t a ' s n e w D i r e c t o r o f T r a c t o r & G r a s s M a c h i n e r y t a k e s 
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Anniversary 
conference 
The British Institute of Golf 
Course Architects will mark its 
25th anniversary by holding its 
1996 International Conference at 
The Wentworth Club on October 
2-4. 

Entitled "A Celebration of Golf 
Course Design" the Conference 
will feature contributions from 
America, the Continent as well as 
from British Architects during the 
day long proceedings on October 
3. 

A workshop on golf green 
design and construction will be 
held on the morning of October 4 
and the conference will be pre-
ceded by the Barenbrug Golf 
Architects' Trophy and the Silver 
Jubilee Dinner. 

Dea le r support 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co has 
appointed Michael Riley as dealer 
support representative to cover 
the North of England. He will pro-
mote the company's range of 
sprinklers, values pH system and 
controllers through the dealer net-
work. 

• Iain Richardson has re-
joined Pattissons and will be 
covering the South West part 
of the country. He met up 
with many of his old friends 
at Westurf at the beginning 
of May. 

• Etesia has 
appointed 
Spencer 
Southall as 
After Sales 
Manager 
based at the 
company's 

headquarters in 
Warwick. 

Spencer has worked as 
Etesia's Demonstrator for 
two years and has a full 
working knowledge of the 
product range. 

"We appreciate the 
importance of providing 
dealers and their customers 
with full after sales support 
in the field. 

"It is vital that technical 
queries are dealt with 
speedily and efficiently, 
especially in the height of the 
grass cutting season," said 
Robin Taylor, Sales 
Manager. 

Expansion sees 
Tony in Singapore 

Tony Doe has 
been appointed 
Technical Sales 
Manager 
Pacific Rim, by 
Ransomes. 
Previously Area 
Manager for 

the south of England, 
Tony will be supporting Ian 
Mitchell, Ransomes' Area Man-
ager - Pacific Rim, and the com-
pany's distributors located 
throughout the Pacific Rim and 
Australasia region. 

Working from the Ransomes 
office in Singapore, Tony's brief is 
to provide technical, service and 
operational support to distribu-
tors and end-users of Ransome, 
Cushman and Ryan equipment 
being used to maintain golf 
courses, recreation and leisure 
facilities, landscaped grounds and 
other fine turf areas. 

"This appointment is part of a 
planned expansion programme, 
building on the successes we have 

had already in this important part 
of the world," commented John 
Wilson, Ransomes International 
Sales Manager. 

"Tony's presence in the region 
will provide additional support 
for Ian Mitchell and strengthen 
Ransomes technical back-up ser-
vice to our distributors and cus-
tomers." 

THE ONE JOB I DO WHICH GIVES 
ME MOST SATISFACTION IS: 

"Cutting difficult pin positions for 
the weekend medal" 
K e v i n G r e e n , F i l t o n G C 



G a v i n R o b s o n : " I w a s d e v a s t a t e d w h e n I f i r s t s a w 
t h e d a m a g e t h a t w a s b e i n g d o n e " 

June the 21st last year is a date 
engraved on the memory of Gavin Robson. 
He relives the nightmare with Scott 
MacCallum 

It is the sort of thing which would have nor-
mally calm, rational men waking in the mid-

dle of the night, drowned in chilly perspiration 
and voluntarily climbing into the straitjacket 
every greenkeeper keeps under his bed for 
such eventualities. 

For Gavin Robson, however, this was not a 
recurring nightmare of an irrational green-
keeping fear - like reversing a triplex into the 
Captain's new car - but a living, painful reality 
and it was happening before his eyes on a 
bright summer's day at Lingdale Golf Club, 
near Leicester. 

Like most horror stories the terror arrived 
unexpectedly but, unlike most horror stories, 
this one had a happy ending... thanks to one 
of the main characters - not a Freddie Kruger 
but a Barry Cooper. 

Since it was built Lingdale, a beautifully 
located members' club, had hidden an awful 
secret. It held water, lots of it. So much that 




