...David Golding (left) and Ken Richardson

Very Qualified!

help improve confidence and self-esteem. All
GTC assessors are trained to accommodate any
candidate with special assessment or training
needs.

5. Do BIGGA courses and training aids meet
the requirements of NVQs?

Ken: All BIGGA courses, books and training
videos are linked to the GTC Training Manual
and. therefore vocational qualifications. Any
course of instruction can provide only the
knowledge and principles of doing a job. Com-
petence needs to be proved, to an assessor,
before an award can be made

6. What is the cost to register and where
can | register?

David: If the candidate is new to the profession
it would be advisable to allow the person to
attend a GTC approved college for the knowl-
edge and principles of greenkeeping but also
ensuring most of the assessments are carried out
in the workplace. These candidates will register
at the college and the fees for City &
Guilds/Scotvec and the training will be all inclu-
sive.

Alternatively you can now register through
the GTC Headquarters at Aldwark Manor, York.
On average the cost per level of N/SVQ is £70
but please contact the GTC for the charges as
they vary between City & Guilds and Scotvec
and from Level to Level.

7. Are there grants available to study
NVQs?

Ken: Some concessions are available for people
who are not in paid work and anyone paying
their own fees can claim tax relief on the full
amount paid. Modern Apprentices have their
training paid for, by the GTC but for greenkeep
ers in work, it should be their employers, ie the
golf club, who pay for any training and or
assessment.

8. Who are the assessors?

David: The role of the assessor is to make sure
the person doing the N/SVQ is competent and
carrying out the task to the national standard
Who better then to assess greenkeeping skills
than competent greenkeepers?

As with greenkeepers there are also national
standards for assessing and all industry assessors
have to be trained to achieve the necessary qual
ifications (D32/D33).

To date the GTC has funded and now are train
ing Course Managers/Head Greenkeepers and in
some cases, Deputies, to become assessors

If you have a candidate on the N/SVQ scheme
or wish to enrol candidates and you are to be
their workplace assessor contact the GTC

By the end of March ‘97 the GTC will have
trained over 400 greenkeepers to be assessors
9. Why did the previous City and Guilds
system change?

Ken: The old City and Guilds qualifications wer
theory and examination based. Candidates were
not assessed, doing the job. Very few workers, in
Britain, were given the chance to attend college

A

|

and gain
a qualification and the numbers of

qualified workers in Britain was one of the low
est in Europe. Vocational qualifications were
introduced in the hope of remedying this by
encouraging all workers in all professions to
work towards a formal qualification which
would indicate what they could do and what
they must know in order to do their job

10. Do greenkeepers have to go to college
at any stage?
Ken: Not all of them
young ;er'rnkw'p«'l 5 just entering the profession

As | have already said, for

college is the best route, however, more experi
enced greenkeepers can gain a vocational quali

fication without ever attending college wh

others may need to attend top-up training at a
college or other training centre. The latest direc
tory of colleges inc hi(il!l:.‘ all GT( ‘\;l]l!rv‘.ml Col

leges appears on Pages 26-27 of Greenkeeper
International

@ Next month a comprehensive list of N/SVQ
Advisers and Assessors will be included and
David and Ken will be looking in more detail at

the new Modern Apprenticeship

SO VERSATILE, IT’S EASY TO GET ATTACHED TO.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH

Whatever time of year, this busy
greenkeeper needs the right tools behind

him to keep the golf course superb. d
With the Workman 3000 Series
which boasts a large flexible
carrying capacity, four-wheel
stability yet three-wheel

manoeuvrability, that's precisely what

telephone 01480 476971 and we will arrange for
d I()(.l] d&‘.llcr [0 contact you.

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED

TELEPHONE 01480 4

llr\ 2oL, lnI'H .|H‘u||m‘\'nh Or ilm\\- of

ln Or rear

other manufacturers can be mic
mounted in almost any combination.
[t’s another '\"\un[\lv of how we've
worked to le.i«]u you with precision

('ll;:lnc'\'l\'d tools tor the PL‘HC‘\I finish

Four-wheel drive version available

Give us a call. We'd like to walk your course with you and recommend
the best Workman to meet your precise needs.
You can trust Toro expertise and quality. For a

Workman that will tackle anything simply

Bringing perfection
to play.

STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON

AD
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THE DEEP DRILL SERVICE FOR SPORTS TURF
Why suffer turf problems associated with compacted soil?
Our Deep Drill machine will create a pattern of sixty %”

holes, up to 10” deep, on a 5” spacing, in one movement,
leaving an unmarred surface.

RESULTS IN @ Relief of compaction ® Improved aeration
and percolation of water to the root zone ® Deeper, wider
and more vigorous root development ® Holes offer a way of
introducing fresh media to the soil ® Healing time of three to
four days @ Dirills through dry patch.

BENEFITS WITHOUT SIDE EFFECTS FOR

GOLF FAIRWAYS, GOLF TEES, GOLF GREENS, RUGBY PITCHES,
BOWLING GREENS, HOCKEY PITCHES, CRICKET SQUARES,

CROQUET LAWNS, AND FOOTBALL PITCHES

Snill%y

“d¥soILCcARE

C & P SOILCARE LIMITED, Unit 3, Bush Farm, Nedging,

The continuous

Ithough golf course turf will

benefit greatly from any traf-
fic management measures taken
during the wetter months of the
year, regular aeration will still be
needed to keep the surface and
subsoil in good condition.

Those who aerate simply
because “we always do it as this
time of the year”, risk incurring
the wrath of the golfers who
increasingly are demanding a
good reason for disruption to
play.

To maintain both good relations
and playing conditions, aeration
should be carried out for two
principal reasons. First, to prevent
a problem occurring in the first
place, otherwise known as pre-
ventive maintenance. And second,
to treat (or cure) turf compaction
which, for one reason or another,
has built up over time or simply
cannot be avoided.

For obvious reasons, the more

4 "CUSHMAN. Q

tend to be the “cures” rather than
the preventive measures, and are
best left to the spring or autumn
months when the soil is better
able to respond to the work being
carried out.

Fortunately, the less disruptive
operations such as spiking or slit-
ting are those which are able to
benefit the turf during the main
playing season, helping prevent a
problem occurring in the first

AD Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7BL. Telephone/Fax: 01449 741012 disrupfive treatments should o€, place,
R4E6F Mobile telephone: 0860 493521 be undertaken in the middle of “When thinking about aeration,

the summer, if at all possible.
Appropriately, such operations

greenkeepers must focus on two
important areas,” points out Neil

[ S

D & E TURF

‘- BRINGING PERFECTION INTO PLAY

ATER WORKS!

1995: the longest drought for 300 years

Have you booked your
Toro Hydroject aeration
this year?

PETER MANNINGTON

Deep aerate and apply Ultraflow wetting’agent
at the same time.

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor
for the South

For greens, tees, fairways and
sportsgrounds.

Experienced operator, competitive
prices and reliable service.

Use two machines and complete 18 greens
in one day

For a free copy of our Water Injection
Cultivation leaflet explaining the benefits of the
Hydroject, and a competitive quotation please
call 01388 608620 or fax 01388 609552

Nationwide service

D&E Turf Maintenance Ltd.

Professional a
AD | Ty Aeration House, Romanway Estate, AD
REF

ey | B Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9AW o

Phone Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 7DL
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battle to maintain fine turf

Solid tining has a similar aerating effect to slitting but the round hole holds its

shape better in dry weather

Squires, agronomist with the
Sports Turf Research Institute,
Bingley.” One is to keep the soil
profile as open as possible to
encourage the downward move-
ment of air, water and nutrients
to the root zone. The other is to
prevent the top surface becoming

too hard or too soft, as either con-
dition can lead rapidly to soil
compaction, poor drainage, turf
wear or root growth problems.”

A wide range of aeration tech-
niques and tools are now avail-
able to help the turf professional
achieve both these objectives with

minimal disruption to those play-
ing golf.

Although slitting has probably
the least effect on compaction,
the action does open up the sur-
face, allowing air and moisture to
get into the turf and down to the
roots with very little disturbance.
Particular parts of the course
which will benefit are golf greens
and tees, the choice of slitter
coming down to either a triangu-
lar or a knife-type blade, the first-
mentioned producing a greater
opening at the surface.

Greenkeepers should, however,
avoid  over-aeration  which,
through the repeated treading of

tyres and severing of root sys-
tems, can create more problems
than the treatment actually pre-
vents. Care must be taken also in
drying weather to avoid the slit
opening up, demanding urgent
remedial treatment on the finer
turf areas.

If in any doubt about the conse-
quences of blade or knife slitting,
use a solid tine instead. This has a
very similar aerating effect and is
considered by many more appro-
priate for treatment of summer
golf greens. The reason is that a
circular hole has far greater
strength than an elongated slit
and will hold its shape and size

SubAir green aeration.
Raising the quality of greens
without interrupting play.

To keep greens in perfect condition
it's important that they are aerated on
a regular basis. In the past this has
meant major interruptions in play and
ll)\\l'.\ In course revenue.

SubAir, from America,
revolutionary idea to help keep
greens in perfect condition all year
round with no loss of
playing time.

Designed to work
through the greens
drainage
SubAir equipment
provides root aeration
right where it’s needed,
underground

Additionally, SubAir can also be
reversed 10 remove excess water,
trapped gases, salt build ups and
impregnate the turf with fertilisers and
pesticides.

IS a

system

The Sub-Air system can  be

permanently located befow ground in a

protective housing or a
portable version is
available which
can be moved
from green
10 green.

This
method of caring
for golf greens has
been used most successfully
at the “Augusta National
Golf Club in the USA and its
benefits will soon be seen in

the golf clubs of Great Britain
If raising the quality of your greens
while keeping the members playing
is high on your score card, call
Robert Beebee today on 01902 452138
and find out how SubAir can reduce your
courses handicap

new

: SubAir-

A Breath of Fresh Air for your Root Zone.
Workiwide Patents Panding
Robert Beebee Dept GCM Industrial Power Units Lid, Sutherland Avenue, Wolverhampton WV2 2RA
Tel: 01902 452138 Fax: 01902 454159

AD
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better if the ground does dry out.

Hollow coring is probably the
cause of more complaints from
golfers than any other course
maintenance work. It is impor-
tant, therefore, that the non-pro-
fessional is kept informed of why
it is being carried out at a particu-
lar time of the year.

The treatment is normally com-
bined with top dressing, the hol-
low coring action removing poor
soil to be replaced with a fresh,
clean, friable dressing. Apart from
removing compacted soil, hollow
coring helps combat thatch,
improving drainage and root
growth by allowing the surface
layers to “breathe”. Hollow coring
followed by top dressing and
brushing or matting-in is best car-
ried out in the spring or early
autumn when the grass is grow-
ing, helping the dressing work its
way into the surface.

Choice of hollow-coring imple-
ment lies between the trailed
revolving drum and the powered
punch-action corer. While the
first-mentioned is less compli-
cated and less expensive to buy,
the punch-action machine does
penetrate the soil cleanly with
reduced surface disturbance.
Those who plan to hollow core
once or twice a year could con-
sider hiring in a high output, pur-
pose-built machine to do the job.
A core collector will also make
light work of picking up and
removing the cores littering the
turf, restoring the surface to play
with minimal delay.

Of all the specialist aeration
machines introduced in recent
years, those which mimic the
original hand-forking technique

CKLING
MPACTI

Hollow coring - an tial job which

considerable

criticism from golfers

on a golf green are regarded
extremely highly by Neil Squires.
“The Verti-Drain is perhaps the
best known although there are
others which follow similar work-
ing principals,” he commented.
“The action of the tines entering
the ground then kicking before
removal undoubtedly is of great

promp

help in treating sub-surface com
paction.”

Mr Squires stressed that soil
conditions are most important if
full benefit is to be achieved. The
surface should allow easy tine
entry while the sub-soil must be
sufficiently dry to crack and fis
sure. This makes the technique

ideally suited to late summer or
early autumn on medium to
heavy land while lighter and
sandy soils can often be treated
successfully through the winter.
Other machines
which work well on drier
and cause minimal surface distur

specialist

soils

bance include those with vibrat
ing tines or and those
which inject water under pressure
to depth, displacing soil to open
up cracks and fissures.

Although pointing out that the
use of water can be helpful also in
treating localised dry spots, Mr
Squires expressed some concern
about the soil displaced by the
high pressure jet. “It has to go
somewhere, either downwards or
sideways and this, in time, could
lead to deeper-seated com
paction, requiring supplementary
treatments,” he commented.

For courses suffering from
widespread compaction,
the traditional answer has been

blades

deep,

disruptive soil-loosening action by
subsoiler or major earthworks to
eliminate the with new
drainage systems installed to help

cause,

disperse excessive surface water
However, surface compaction, if
left untreated, will soon spread
and hinder the downward move
ment of water to even the most
modern of drainage schemes.

On fairways, slit or vibrating
aerators and verti-drain type
machines will keep both the top
and sub-surface open to allow the
unrestricted passage of water, air
and nutrients. For more localised,
deep-seated problems, compressed
air is increasingly proving a sound
solution to shattering compaction
at depths down to 600mm.

;”g //ggf demo and see

Wiedenmann TERRA SPIKE

Callusto
arrange a

the superior features
of the most advanced deep

spiker available

& Wiedenmann (UK) Ltd

Stoneybrae, Potterhill, Paisley PA2 7TG
Tel: 0141 884 2552 Fax: 0141 884 6252
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With

ntermational

Send your sales message straight to its target. With our
unique database, we now offer the following options, all
for less than the price of second class postage!

FULL CIRCULATION: 3,500

70% named and mailed to home addresses. Loose or
stitched-in inserts

BIGGA MEMBERS: 6,200

All named and mailed to home addresses. Loose inserts

REGIONAL: 2,000

70% named and mailed to home addresses. Choose from
five specific areas: Scotland, Northern, Midlands, South
East or South West. Loose inserts.

OVERSEAS: 730

38 countries outside the UK. The top four — Ireland,
Germany, Sweden and USA. All named and mailed to
home address. Loose inserts.

Direct mail can also be sent to any of the above target
areas independently of the magazine. Rates will be
calculated according to specific customer requirements
and postage charged separately.

CALL CAROL OR LOUISE ON

01347 838381

TACKLIN

COMPAC

Able to inject air under pressure
via one or more long hollow
probes, such machines are suit-
able for use on all parts of the
course and are now available
increasingly within hire fleets.
Because such implements can
cause considerable surface heave,
Mr Squires advises their use on
greens in late autumn, giving the
turf plenty of time to recover
before the main playing season.
“The problem today is that the
main playing season has become
far harder to define,” concluded
Mr Squires. “Golf is no longer a
fine weather sport and more and
more players and machines are
treading the turf, giving it less
time to recover and making it
more susceptible to compaction.
“The answer which will have to
be accepted both by golfers and
maintenance staff is more aera-
tion treatments throughout the
year. The weapons are available
to fight the battle against com-

Collecting hollow cores efficiently
will help

course disrupti
and reduce pressure on greenstaff

paction but, due to the growing
popularity of golf and the
vagaries of the weather, it is a
battle which I can never envisage
being won.”

@ Many thanks to Neil Squires of
the STRI for assistance in the
preparation of this article. The
STRI is based at Bingley, West
Yorkshire BD16 1AU. Telephone:
01274 565131.

Nichard C@ﬂmpe%
VERTIDRAIN

1.2, 1.5 Universal, 2.5mtr available for hire

Also Coremaster 6 & 12 & Core Harvester
Shattermaster,
Charterhouse 1.5mtr & 2mtr & Vertiseed
Overseeders, Scarifiers and Topdressers
also available.

Large selection of Tractors, Mowers
and Sports Turf Maintenance Machinery

for sale.

For further details contact:

AD
REF
496

RJ & J Campey
Marton, Macclesfield

Tel: 01260 224568
Fax: 01260 224791
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% Education
Update

BY KEN
‘ RICHARDSON

Deadline nears
for supervisory

he 100 lucky recipients of

the £100 education dis-
counts to BTME ‘97 courtesy of
the Pattisson’s 100/100 Club
were picked by Mike Hinch,
Joint Managing Director of Pat-
tisson’s, in the company of
BIGGA Executive Director Neil
Thomas.

The Club was devised to cel-
ebrate Pattisson’s 100th
Anniversary and clubs were
invited to enter the free draw
to receive a £100 discount to
education seminars at next
year’s BTME.

“We are absolutely delighted
with the response to the club,”
said Mike. “We had golf clubs
ringing us up and asking how
they could be involved and it

THE PATTISSON’S 100/100 CLUB MEMBERS

Pattisson’s Mike Hinch, left and BIGGA’s Neil Thomas at the draw

Lucky 100 are se

ected

really caught the imagination.”

A total of 655 clubs entered
the draw and the 100 clubs
selected, listed below, were
widely spread with Lismore GC
in Northern Ireland the first
out of the “hat”.

“The support of our Golden
Key sponsors like Pattissons is
welcome and extremely gener-
ous and we feel privileged to
have been included in the com-
pany’s 100th anniversary cele-
brations,” said Neil.

“We hope to see the 100 win-
ners at Harrogate next year
and urge them to retain the let-
ters sent to the clubs to qualify
them for a further promotion
to be announced later this
year,” said Mike.

COourses

he deadline for applications

to attend this year’s Aldwark
Manor Supervisory Management
Courses is fast approaching. Full
details of these five residential
courses appeared in the April
issue of Greenkeeper International.
They were very highly rated by
past delegates drawing comments
like ‘Far better than expected’ and
‘I never realised what good value
these courses were'. Details are
also given below

Aldwark Manor Supervisory
Management Courses: Level 3
N/SVQ

Managing People Module 1
October 7 - 11

This first unit of people manage-
ment includes:

Computing for Greenkeepers,
time management, team building,
motivation, delegation, leader-
ship.

Managing People Module 2
October 14 - 18

This second unit of people man-
agement includes:

Listening and Questioning
skills, appraisal, assertive commu-
nication, constructive feedback,

3 units in the past and includes:

Recruitment and selection
methods, the Law, Equal opportu-
nities, discrimination, interview
techniques, controlling budgets,
expense reports, re-forecasting,
cash flow forecasting, use of
spreadsheets, computing for
finance, Health and Safety Policy,
problem areas, managing safely

The cost of each course, which
we have managed to keep
unchanged for three consecutive
years, including, 4 breakfasts, 5
lunches 4 dinners and 4 nights
accommodation plus all tuition
fees is £426 + VAT for BIGGA
members (499.38) or £490 + VAT
for non-members. Each delegate
and employer receive a certificate
of attendance.

Applications for a place on
these courses must arrive at
BIGGA HQ by 31 July 1996.

Remember that these courses
are not just for Course Man-
agers/Head Greenkeepers but
also to prepare the managers of
tOMOITOW.

TORO/Lely/PGA European Tour
Student of the Year

WheaﬂeyGGé: ahdﬂmUGf%GC NE:;YOﬂmm&me A grievance and discipline, comput- Competition 1996
Bradford ney Sussex | ing f . o The closi ate ntries is
West Middlesex GC Epsom GO Burnley GG ing for gleenkupe.r& The ‘clusmg d.n} for e nm(,.s to this
Broadstone GC Bushey Golf & Country Club ~ Royal St Georges GC Managing Operations and year’s competition was 31 May
m:;::gcc V' emlaml GCGC g‘ém&smh"m e Resources October 21-25 1996. However, any college still
Cams Hall GC Ashton Under Lyne GC Enfield GC This unit deals with: wishing to nominate students can
g"";sbul_"’g:"gg 20“"““3“ ch B’;"‘S“:";‘OGC D Resource planning, , estimates,  do so if applications are received
Sa”,;’bf,y,y & South Wilts GG Swinton Park GG West Sussex GG budgets, projects, quaAljly care, by 28 June 1996.
Rugby GC = Bi“iﬂghachC ghphooch % competency based qualifications ,
Canterbury Ipswict ippenhar ol sve nt 2 ~Om-
leaos GE Meriin GG Stonyhurst Park GC por}lohp development and com MY AMB"‘ION Is. ¥
Colchester GC Sapey GC Callan GC puting for greenkeepers. -
Dumbarton GC Famham GC Prestwich GC : :
Erashddk StNiholas 68 ' Pailbadin GO Kirby Muxioe GC Managing Information October
Sonning GC Shirehampton Park GC Bromborough Golf Club 28-November 1
gp«:: gzﬁ?’é"éfe' GC &;{‘:""Paﬂ‘e‘éc Wm&c This unit deals with:
N:emsﬂe Under Lyme GC  Stanmore GG WM,ZGC Memos and letters, report writ-
gau:tnarmeggc KerﬁML:rmeq ) EmuggGC ing, managing meetings, commu-

own West Lancashire fige : 3 L elille
Wenvoe Castle GC Pannal GG Hamenden GG nication skills, presentation skills,
East Devon GC Bakewell GC Glamorganshire GC computing for greenkeepers
Leek GC Brough GC Caldwell GC
H fiold GC Nottingham City GC Co 6c Aldwark Manor Management
Stoke Rochtord GC Royston GC Lanhydrock GC Module: Level 4
Greetham Valley gg S:mm Gae.gc gm’é"g Castle GC Managing Recruitment and
Piltdown GC meec o Thomdon Park GG Selection, Managing Finance &
Kingsknowe GC Bridgnorth GC Upminster GC Management of Health & Safety To become a Head
Muthill GC Lochmaben GC Woburn Golf & Country Club Novembec 4.8 Greenkeeper at a golf course
Stand GC Wetherby GC Lismore GC ; Y, in Spain”
Backworth GC Mountain Ash GC This level 4 unit is for delegates Simon Walley, Sandy Lodge GC

who have attended at three level
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Hold onto yo

Seacroft, venue for this year’s National
Tournament sponsored by Miracle
Professional, is a magnificent links - but
boy is it windy.

I’ve always known the east side of the coun-
try was cold. I was brought up there and can
still remember climbing into my thermal vest
in June.

I wasn’t too surprised then when Richard
Hardie, Head Greenkeeper at Seacroft GC,
suggested I might need a thicker jacket as we
prepared to look over the course despite it
being the middle of May.

Confident in my ability to embrace the chill
like a long lost childhood friend I said I'd be
fine and was content merely to “zip up”. Just
as well I did because had I left my jacket flap-
ping open I'm convinced I'd have taken off and
finished up in some dark corner of Lin-
colnshire.

Seacroft is a windy golf course. It is a kite
flier's paradise. Weather vanes have been
known to seek shelter. It could double up as a
wind tunnel. Wind socks are so full young
children think it’s permanently Christmas. If
flags hang limp it’s only because the flagpoles
are horizontal... Get the picture? Seacroft is a
breezy place.

We walked most of the way down the 1st
hole known as “The Tree” because of the mag-
nificent “marker” to the 1st green which is the
only tree on the course, when Richard said

18 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL June 1996

BIGGA
NATIONAL

LSO TOURNAMENT
MiRgcLE R

# Venue: The Seacroft Golf Club
August 5th-7th

@ Closing date for entries Friday July 5 —
forms available from BIGGA
Headquarters.

4 Accommodation — Skegness Tourist
Board Tel: 01754 764821

# Note: Would any trophy winner from
last year who has not yet returned his
trophy to Vickie Peckham please do so as
soon as possible.

that people had been driving past the fairway
bunkers to our left and right. I looked back
and there appeared enough room to land a
jumbo jet between the tee and where we
stood.

On the other side of the course players were
attempting the 18th hole which, by coinci-
dence, is exactly the same length as the 1st. I
know on which of the holes I'd like to play if I
had to make par to save my life.

“You really need the wind to make the
course a challenge,” explained Richard,
although I'm sure it’s a rare day when it’s left
defenceless.

It's also the wind which causes most of the
greenkeeping problems at Seacroft.

“The bunkers do get blown regularly and we
have problems keeping the sand in place.”

The solution is one which will cause the odd
shiver to work its way down the spine of the
competitors in this year’s National Tourna-
ment sponsored by Miracle Professional.

“We do a lot of riveting and the bunkers
tend to be quite deep,” said Richard, a man
known, as I found out on the course walk, for
understatement. The first one he showed me
was at least eight feet deep.

“We've had an on-going programme of rivet-
ing over the past five years or so and over the
winter added a new bunker and replaced one
big one with two smaller ones on the 18th — as
if it needed any more defences!

“We find it is the best way to keep the sand
in place and is fairer to the golfer as shots can
be played by both right and left handed play-
ers wherever they are in the bunker.

“They’ve got straight faces which help to
keep the sand in and we've done a lot of work
on them. It’s a little like painting the Forth
Bridge because by the time we've done them
all it’s time to start again at the beginning.”

Like every other course at the time of my
visit the course was well behind for the time of



Richard with
John
and dog Bill

the year and if the native Indians of South
America had devised a dance for rain...plus a
bit of sun, Richard and his team would have
been straight on the phone to Peggy Spencer.

“This is the worst it has ever been. We are
often late as it can be so cold here but this
year I reckon we're about a month behind.
Just last week we had three mornings of frost
on the trot”

Richard has worked at Seacroft since he left
school and became Head Greenkeeper late last
year, taking over from his mentor — father
John, who still works at the course in an advi-
sory capacity.

Speaking to Richard you would have no
idea of his origins. They only become clearer
speaking to his father. He still retains a broad
Scottish accent, having been brought up in
Inverness, and he worked as greenkeeper/pro-
fessional at Tain before moving south.

“They say Scotsmen make the best links
greenkeepers,” says Inverness-born Richard
later, in an accent which is definitely from the
wrong side of Hadrian’s Wall.

But back to the course. Like many of the best
links it’s not fair. Hit a screamer down the mid-
dle and you're quite likely to face an awkward
lie with the ball below or above your feet —
that’s if you're lucky enough to miss a bunker.
The fairways are undulating and this causes
Richard and his four man team a few problems.

“It's quite a severe course and we have to
cut them both ways to make sure the jobs
done properly — we have two sets of gang
mowers, one four bladed unit and one six
bladed unit and we get a lot of run off into the
hollows making them green and the humps
bare. Balls also gather in the hollows so the
divots concentrate there much more.”

The club is in the process of installing irriga-
tion to the tees already having a Watermation
system on the greens.

“We have a double valved system so we can
organise it that we can cover the entire green
by only using a sprinkler on one side because
of the wind. We don’t waste water.”

On the prospect of have a host of green-
keepers descending on his course and giving it
the critical eye Richard just smiles. “I haven't
given any thought to the fact that they’ll be
coming. Not yet anyway. But I am looking for-
ward to meeting them.”

Skegness is the pleasure capital of Lin-
colnshire and those who make the trip for the
National Tournament sponsored by Miracle
Professional will find a playground to occupy
everyone from the youngest in your party to
the oldest.

In conjunction with the tournament there is
the Miracle Professional evening with barbe-
cue and entertainment on the Monday while
the Tournament Dinner on the Tuesday will
feature after dinner speaker Reg Thompson.
Tickets may be purchased from BIGGA Head-
quarters, price £15.

Among those stars who will be appearing in

the town in August when the National Tourna-
ment takes place are Chubby Brown, Joe
Brown (no relation) and Sheila Ferguson,
Cannon and Ball, the Grumbleweeds, Ken
Dodd and Chas and Dave.

For those of a more racy disposition “The
Ultimate Challenge” is available, Skegness'
Indoor Karting centre and, as a veteran of
such entertainment, I can vouch for the rush
that speeding round a cut down Grand Prix
track on four wheels with a lawn mower
engine purring behind you provides.

For those who intend ensuring that their
name rarely disappears from the higher
reaches of the scoreboard they can wile the
hours away from the course by visiting The
Elms Golf Centre where they can utilise
the...deep breath: 20 all weather floodlit bays,
six hole par 3 course, 18 hole putting green
and practice bunker.

Yes it's all there and the excellence of
Seacroft, which is surely one of the better links
south of the border, coupled with the other

attractions of Skegness make the National
Tournament, in association with Miracle Pro
fessional ‘96 one not to miss. Oh yes. But if
you're thinking of camping make sure you've
got plenty of lead in your ground sheet.

955 John Deere Compact Tractor
1070 John Deere Tractor

20F Massey Ferguson Highway

Toro GM 3100 Greens mower

Toro GM 3000 Greens mower

With Grooming Unit and verticut units
Three Ransomes Auto Surtees

Ryan Turf Cutter

Sisis Rotarake

Wessex Sweeper

Two sets of John Deere Gang Mowers -
One four blade one six blade

Hardi Sprayer

135 Massey Ferguson Tractor
Assorted Strimmers and Mowers
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GRASS and POWER
wo SPECIALISTS -

Newly appointed Iseki dealers with an

extensive range of Massey Ferguson and
Iseki parts now in stock

Demonstration equipment available

MF362 62hp 4wd Tractor
MF1200 Series Compact Range
Iseki Range inc. SF 300 Out Front Rotary
Full Range of Richard Long Equipment

Contact us now to arrange your demonstration
and for further details

Reading: 01734 884888 Fax: 01734 885454
Wallingford: 01491 838388 Fax: 01491 836702

R LONGEQUP &

MASSEY FEROUSON

ISEKI

ERVANT .« ...

for the best
in golf range
equipment

* Ball Washers x
* Dispensers %

* Ball Collectors x
* Play Mats x

Phone Peter Dell on
01442-834242 or
0585-468624

4 Arden Close, Bovingdon, Herts HP3 0QS
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Thank
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1
\\ BIGGA
\'™ \GOLDEN KEY
' and SILVER KEY
' CIRCLES

...to the following companies, in
recognition of their

support for the Greenkeeper

Education and Development Fund

Golden Key Circle:

@ d Miracle
RHONE-POULENC

Professional
Mommersteeg M

@ngl" on

HA(TERO(MU e,

IRRIGATION (UK) LTD

nnnnnnn

TORO --

CoTmeTe
. FENCHURCH ﬁ Rolawn
A

SiSIS |voncrop,

Together, we’re building a
great future for golf club,
greenkeeper and game

BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE

< For details of how you can support the W
Q Education and Development Fund,

u Contact BIGGA at Aldwark Manor, o
4 Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NFE. (N8
(\s)]  Telephone: 01347 838581 Fax: 01347 838864 BIGGA






