MIST SHROUDED GOLFERS HEAD OFF DOWN THE FINAL FURLONG ... SORRY FAIRWAY ... AT NEWBURY

The new golf course at
Newbury Race Course is
destined to be a success if
the effort put in by its Head
Greenkeeper and the rest of
the staff is anything to go by.

ark Anderson, Head Green-

keeper of Newbury Race
Course Golf Club, has more rea-
son than most to feel he was
standing in the wrong queue
when it came to handing out the
easy lives. He doesn't let it get
him down though, despite being
one of the busiest greenkeepers
in the country on one of the most
problematic golf courses.

Busiest? That’s quite a claim
especially as the industry is not
exactly renowned for its shirkers.

But how many greenkeepers
can claim the following roles:

(1) Head Greenkeeper (2) He
helped design six of the holes; (3)
Licensee of the bar with name
above the door — he had to go
before a magistrate; (4) Barman;
(5) Occasional chef doing every-
thing from bacon butties to full
roast dinners; (6) A Sparsholt
College student on NVQ Level 3;
(7) Handicap Secretary (8) Assis-
tant Race Day Manager for the
Race Course. Eight jobs!

Fortunately no-one’s yet asked
him to ride a horse but no doubt
if they did he’d be in there mixing
it with Willie Carson and Frankie
Dettori coming up the final fur-
long.

“You've got to be adaptable,”
he says by way of explanation,
although he admits he does take
it to the extreme a little. “T'll
always try something. If I can’t do

it I'll find out that I can’t and if I
can it's another string to my
bow.”

Most problematic golf course?
Another big claim but how many
people can say they've got gun
emplacements and even Ameri-
can tanks buried under their
course as there are rumoured to
be at Newbury.

“The 6th hole is on a dumping
ground used by the US army.
They stripped off layers of granite
bedding and sleepers and
deposited them all over Berkshire
but most of it is still here. I
believe there might even be a few
tanks buried below the 6th
green.”

This does not just provide some
unusual contouring but causes
some major problems for the
greenkeeping staff.

FOR COURSES

“Concrete posts are now begin-
ning to come through. You don’t
know they’re there until you've
hit them with a machine because
they’re just under the grass. I put
in a new bunker on the 3rd and
we came across five feet long
concrete posts just half an inch
under the surface. All you can do
is dig them out.”

If that were not enough there is
a gun emplacement under the 6th
green.

“It’s six to seven inches below
the surface of the green but about
three feet deep. We found that
when we vertidrained for the first
time, the back of the tractor
started to lift off the ground.

“In the middle of the 5th fair-
way we have an area of hard core
which is about a metre thick and
two inches under the surface of
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the fairway which causes us a few
drainage problems.

“What we've had to do is strip
the surface and try to make chan-
nels by chiselling it out to give
the water somewhere to run,”
said Mark, who is a former final-
ist in the Toro/PGA European
Tour Student Greenkeeper of the
Year.

If that weren’t enough there
are other problems with trying to
put drainage in on the 6th
because according to archeolo-
gists it is an ancient Saxon burial
ground. So they have to get
approval before they can do any-
thing.

“In the- middle of the course
there are another two gun
emplacements and areas where
they used to empty .their cinder
bins which are still complete inert
and we can’t grow a thing — it’s
pure clinker.”

In his disarming way — pardon
the pun - Mark describes the

PRESENTING THE POWERFUL NEW REELMASTER SERIES.




also get deer, big time...

problems thus, “It has certainly
created a challenge which is
sometimes enjoyable sometime
not.”

These are just some of the
problems the course has but
being in the middle of one of the
country’s better known race-
courses brings other problems
which would bring a tear to a
glass eye.

“On National Hunt days the
racegoers are allowed into the
middle of the course where 12 of
the holes are and they use the
mounds around the greens to get
a better view. We do fence off the
greens but the horse racing world
is the same as the golf world and
fences are there to be climbed
over not gone round.

“We get voluntary aeration
when the ladies march over the
greens in their high heels. Fortu-
nately we don’t have too many
problems with horses escaping
and running over the course

because they are usually in full
flight and take a direct route
across the green. They don't
stand and do ‘Riverdance’ on the
green.

“The knacker’s van goes around
the inside of the track with the
horses and has a tendency to
drive up the bankings on the side
of the greens in a five tonne truck
to get a better view if a horse
goes down.

“The day after a race meeting
the first thing we do is walk
round and check the damage.”

What else does Mark, and his
team of four, have to put up with.

Well...

“We also get deer, big time,
and have had to put an electric
fence around the 11th tees. We
have a huge rabbit population
and people who come three times
a week pick up between 20 and
40 rabbits a time. It's not even
denting the population.”

If Mark has any benefits it is

that he works well with his
immediate boss Dave Davey, the
Works and Facilities Manager/
Golf Centre Manager, who has
been extremely supportive in
working a limited budget to the
full.

It has meant Mark picking up
the sort of wheeler and dealer
skills which should earn him the
title of Newbury’s Arfur Daley.

“Most of our equipment is sec-
ond hand and I've acquired it all
for the grand total of £32,000. It’s
been fun and I've had a lot of
help from Dave, who has had to
OK the bills.”

“At the moment we have
between 10 and 15,000 rounds a
year of which pay and play is
around 8,000. I'd love to get that
up to 25-30,000. My ambition is
to suffer from compaction
through play — it’s also the ambi-
tion of my bosses and their
accountants!”

“My ambition is to become the
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Jacobsen Greensking IV
Jacobsen Turf Cat with Flail
Deck

Holder C500

Ransomes Hydraulic 5 Gang
Mowers

Ford HST 1520 Compact
tractor (Bought new)

Allen National (Bought new)
Cushman with Top dresser
Ransomes Auto Surtees (2)
Sorrell Roller

Four Inch Greens Slitter
Flymos (2)

Wheeled Strimmer

Hand Strimmer

Scott's Fertiliser Distributer

top dog in my trade. Not the all
seeing all knowing type but to get
to the stage that I know the job
and can go anywhere and make
an improvement to a course —

SO DEDICATED, THEY

boast many new, innovative features resulting
in a cut like never before.

Rugged, powerful and durable,
they have the lightest of touches. Their

The new L-I-N-K-S™ system

greenkeeper cuts a fine swathe through thick,
uneven turf to produce the perfect fairway.

For the new Reelmaster fairway mowers

To win your stripes, give us a call and we'll walk your
course with you and recommend the best machine for
your needs.

You too can trust Toro expertise and quality. Simply
telephone 01480 476971 and we'll arrange for a local
dealer to contact you.

EARN THEIR STRIPES EVERYTIME.

Whatever the season, whatever the weather, this

ey

new L-I-N-K-§™ system of floating linkage and individual lift arm dampers hug
the turf to get into dips and hollows for a close,
all-over cut with no “bobbing”, even at speeds in
excess of 7mph.

The Reelmaster 6500D, with its 5-gang
mower, and the 6700D, a 7-gang mower, both
offer impressive cutting technology with all-
interchangeable variable speed, automatically
controlled reels to handle fast-growing, tough
seasonal grasses.

Quiet in operation thanks to Toro’s advanced noise reduction, the powerful 38hp
and 42hp diesel engines will help these machines reach inclines other mowers can'.

Bringing perfection
to play.

AD

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, ";F
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167



Mark surrounded by his team

leave my mark.

“I want a Golf Club to be proud
to have me rather than just be
seen as a necessity — an asset to
the club.”

Mark’s Spring Turf
Maintenance Programme

Our spring maintenance is nor-
mally a continuation of our build
up from winter. We start moving
from the more physical mainte-
nance — trying to put in drainage
and doing construction — into the

realms of fertilisation to build up
the grass for the coming season —
girding its loins so to speak.

We give it a little bit of a kick
with another application of win-
ter feed 5-5-15 around mid
March before getting into the
realms of solid tining because the
greens as so young — I wouldn’t
hollow tine yet.

We vertidrained with the Shat-
termaster last autumn we will
hopefully solid tine again about
April with an initial heavy dress-

Hard at work removing turf
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ing of 80/20 top dressing. The
fertiliser regime is all the way
through the growing period with
the teaspoon method keeping the
grass fed but always on the want.

Not putting down full applica-
tions but putting down part appli-
cations but not leaving it too
stressed that it is beginning to
suffer. It needs to be wanting to
put down roots to glean nutrients
out of the soil.

Being high content sand greens
it obviously leeches away rather
quickly so that’s another reason
we do little and often. If we did
apply large amounts of fertiliser it
would only be leeched away and
it can be a very costly exercise.

The grass species which I use
on the greens are fescues and
bents are grasses which are asso-
ciated with poor fertility and to
encourage those types of grasses I
want to keep them wanting
rather than fat cat fed.

I change my fertilisers regime
yearly as using the same over a
period of years leads to problems.
I'm not a great believer in straight
fertilisers — sulphates of iron, sul-
phates of ammonias because I
believe that restricts bacterial
growth through the root zone.

Applications  of  organics
through spraying Turfmaster
Agrocrop etc.

We do have to be careful with
fertilisers, specialised chemicals,
selected weed killer and fungicide
worm control and wetting agents
because it can affect the horses.

Our watering is from a bore
hole. We handwater but hope-
fully if we make enough money
I'll have a water system within
the next couple of years. We've
got water beside each of the
greens and we lay out hoses and
manual sprinklers.

“Everybody you could possibly
have wanted to see was at
Harrogate during the week."

- David Ward, Royal Porthcawl GC




= Turfcare has
never been this simple.

it TR LR ‘
. ~ New water soluble sachets ' |

S _Turfclear® from Levington is now available in a

: brand new presentation, which is unique in the

Turfcare chemical market. Turfclear WDG in water

soluble sachets - an idea that really makes your

life easier. Turfclear WDG is a highly effective

fungicide proven against Fusarium Patch and Dollar

Spot, which also controls worm casts. The water

soluble sachets mean no more painstaking measuring.

For more convenience and control
The sachets come in measured doses which you
just add to water to get the correct application
level required. The sachet and contents dissolve
readily for easy application, and the systemic action
Carbendazim quickly gets to work on the problem.
If you want to know more about how Turfclear
WDG can make your life easier or about our range

of other excellent products including Greenmaster,
.L just call the man from Levington, our technical
advisor, on 01473 830492.

DTFFERENCES

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
TURFCLEAR WDG contains Carbendazim. TURFCLEAR is a registered Trade Mark of Levington Horticulture Ltd.
b THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE is a Trade Mark of Levington Horticulture Ltd.
© Levington Horticulture Ltd. 1996



To all those

COUrse managers WhO

ask for nothing but a

consistent cut from their

greens mowet, WhO are

intensely passionate

about perfection, we offer |

the Greens Super 55.

Ransomes®

Greens Super 55.

The results of your turf management program are most obvious on the greens. Here, your success is measured in micro inches.
For a mower that meets your need for a flawless cut, put the Greens Super 55 to work. The GS55 is a masterpiece of balance.

[t automatically hugs the ground without relying on the operator’s ability to read the green. The result is an even, consistent
cut for ultimate playability. RANSOMES
The Greens Super 55 is the only machine that can meet the productivity and performance expectations

of perfectionists like you. It is so well engineered it performs as if you designed it yourself. For a free

demo, call 0500 026208.

RANSOMES

AD
REF
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Ransomes, Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG. Tel: 01473 270000. Fax: 01473 276300. AN

© Ransomes 1996. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission of Pebble Beach Company. For The Best Results
Pebble Beach, its images and course designs are trademarks and service marks of Pebble Beach Company, all rights reserved. )




in association with
RANSOMES

Health and

the 4
Carnt Safety at Work

experience

/

oes your golf club employ

five or more people? If the
answer is yes, did you know that
the law requires the club to have
a written statement detailing the
general policy, organisation and
arrangements that have been put
in place to ensure the health,
safety and welfare of its employ-
ees.

This statement must be on dis-
play or be readily available for
inspection at all times.

And that’s not all. Under the
same law — the Health and Safety
at Work Act 1974 (HSW Act) —
employees also have a legal duty
to take reasonable care of them-
selves and others and to co-oper-
ate with their employers
regarding their legal obligations.
Contractors don’t escape the net,
either. They are legally bound to
ensure that their activities are not
a danger to themselves or to oth-
ers.

The fact that this legislation has
been on the statute books for
more than 20 years makes it all
the more disturbing that there are
still many employers and employ-
ees who are unaware of its exis-
tence, let alone its implications.

Enforceable by the Health and
Safety Executive on local author-
ity courses and by the District or
Metropolitan Council at privately-
owned clubs, the penalty for non-
compliance with the HSW Act
can range from a fine of £5,000
for individuals and £20,000 for
organisation up to an unlimited
fine and even imprisonment in
serious cases.

If that wasn’t enough, six addi-
tional pieces of legislation were
introduced in 1993 in response to
European directives aiming to
harmonise health and safety stan-
dards across Europe. The new
regulations actually support
rather than add anything to our
existing HSW Act with the result,
says Roger Bainbridge of leading
safety consultancy firm, IRPC
Group Ltd, that Britain leads
Europe in health and safety mat-
ters.

“Having both the Health and
Safety Commission and Executive
means that we are probably the
only country in Europe with a
permanent and dedicated agency
to report on and enforce the
appropriate legislation,” he com-
mented.

Full safety measures must be
followed when using workshop
equipment. Never allow an untrained
person to operate a machine without
skilled supervision. Below: the ‘CE’
marking shows that a machine has

P d rig fety tests and is
certificated as safe for use as tested

“The problem is that virtually
every work place in the country is
bound by the regulations and the
HSE has neither the time nor the
resources to check on them all.
The onus lies very much with
individual companies and organi-
sations to ensure that they are
complying with the law.

“If they don’t know or under-
stand what they should be doing,
then advice and guidance is avail-
able from the local authority
environmental health department
or the health and safety execu-
tive.”

If both advice and practical

assistance are needed, specialist
consultancies such as the IRPC
Group are able to tailor individ-
ual programmes to answer, con-
trol and implement all health and
safety matters required by law,
taking the burden off the
employer.

Ignorance of the existence of a
piece of legislation is no excuse in
the eyes of the law, stresses
Roger Bainbridge. “The rules
were made for good reason,” he
said. “Ignoring them, flouting
them or delaying their implemen-
tation is storing up trouble. Meet
all the requirements of the Health
and Safety at Work Act and you'll
not just improve the safety of
everyone involved with the club’s
activities, but you’ll also satisfy
the latest European regulations.”

Two principal areas of concern
on golf courses relate to the safe
use of machinery and pesticides.
Both activities should be covered
thoroughly by the club’s health
and safety policy with particular
emphasis being placed on sound
instruction and training of staff.

Under the HSW Act, it is
unlawful to ask or allow someone
to use a machine if they have not
been instructed in its safe and
proper use by a competent per-
son. If, for example, the club’s
engineer is ill or on holiday and a
cutting cylinder needs regrinding,
it should be taken to the supply-
ing dealer rather than ask an

untrained person to attempt the
job.

The law demands that all oper-
ations be assessed to determine
their potential risk. Having identi-
fied a hazard and its associated
risks, it is the responsibility of
managers to determine who is
likely to be affected and to exam-
ine the existing safety measures
and controls, ensuring that these
are followed. They should then
consider whether any additional
measures can be taken to min-
imise the risk further.

Grass cutting and pesticide
application are two jobs with
clearly identified associated risks.
If a task has to be carried out, it is
essential that the most suitable
equipment is used, that it is prop-
erly serviced and maintained, and
that it is operated under the
safest possible conditions.

Staff should be trained in a
machine’s correct use and should
be supplied with appropriate
safety protective clothing and
safe and properly maintained
equipment. If an employee
chooses not to use the safety
equipment supplied, he or she
can face personal prosecution for
contravening the HSW Act.

Similarly, manufacturers go to
great lengths to design safety into
their equipment, a fact certified
by the ‘CE’ marking which should

be found on all powered
machines now sold within
Europe. Altering the original

specification of the machine in
any way could affect its safe oper-
ation and invalidate the ‘CE’
marking, causing problems with
insurance claims in the event of
an accident.

Golf course staff with concerns
or queries about any aspect of
health or safety are advised to
speak first with the club’s man-
agement to ascertain what gen-
eral or specific arrangements
have been put in place.

The IRPC Group is able to pro-

vide club management, commit-
tees and directors  with
comprehensive advice and assis-
tance with golf course health and
safety issues. For further informa-
tion, contact Roger Bainbridge on
01455 894222.
M Next month: We take a closer
look at those golf course opera-
tions demanding particular atten-
tion to health and safety.

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL February 1996 37



Golt Cf

SlERRAB LEN® — Controlled Release Fertiliser

For use on tees, fairways, approaches, wear areas and
new course ‘grow in’.

Features:

Scotts unique resin and Poly S coated technology
Temperature controlled release mechanism
Choice of longevities from 3 to 9 months

Coarse or fine granules to suit cutting height

High analysis — low application rate

Safe to use and easy to apply

Wide range of analysis available.
Coarse Granule Fine Granule
38.0.0
25.4.12
21.0.20
15.0.29

SlER RAFORM® — Slow Release Fertiliser

For use on golf and bowling greens.
Features:

Scotts unique methylene urea technology
Homogeneous, fine granule formulations
No added carrier (except 16.0.0+5Fe)
Quick granule breakdown, less pick up
Flexible application rates from 15-25gms/m?2
Safe to use and easy to apply

Wide range of analysis available.

Minigranule

40.0.0 26.3.12+Te
19.0.17+Fe 19.26.5
16.0.0+5Fe 15.0.30

The Scotts difference

For more details contact Scotts UK Ltd, 61 Loughborough Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7LA Tel: 0115 9455100 Fax: 0115 9455311

'l The Scotts company is a leading researcher, manufacturer and marketer of products for consumer, do-it-yourself lawn care and gardening,

professional turfcare and commercial horticulture




The number of golf courses in Britain continues to rise steadily and golf course designers are well aware that trees and woodlands can
be used not only to enhance the amenity of the course but also provide an opportunity for improving Its strategy. However less well
known are a number of problems specific to the well being of trees on golf courses. John Nicholson of Eamonn Wall & Co explains

The growth in the popularity
of the game of golf

There are currently 1700 golf
courses in England, 118 in Wales
and a further 440 in Scotland,
this century seeing a rapid rise in
the popularity of the sport, espe-
cially “south of the border” In
fact, in 1888 there were only 57
courses in England and 73 in
Scotland.

Although most of the early
courses were links the vast major-
ity of courses created over the
last 80 years have been inland
such that these now out-number
the former by a factor of six to
one. Most of these inland courses
have varying amounts of wood-
land.

The history of trees within
design

Trees and woodlands played little
or no part in the design of golf
courses until the first quarter of
the century, when golf progressed
to the heather and pine heaths of
Surrey and Berkshire. It was in
this period when it is said that
the first tree planting plan was
included in the designs of H.S.
Colt. (Cornish 1982), Colt how-
ever was still very reserved about
the use of trees within the strat-
egy of a golf course.

“Trees are a fluky and obnox-
ious form of hazard, but they
afford rather good protection,
and if a clump of these exists at
such a spot it might well be con-
sidered justifiable to leave it
standing.” — H S. Colt, Some
essays on Golf Course Architecture,
1920.

Trees can he used not only to
improve the aesthetics of a golf
course but also as an integral part
of its strategy, however, great
care must be taken when doing
so as the three dimensional haz-
ard a tree forrns can easily
become detrimental to the quality
of play. It is therefore wise to
have regard to the fine line which
divides woodland design from
golf course architecture and one
should not he afraid to draw on
the services of a recognised archi-
tect if so required.

Trees at risk from golf balls

Trees are at risk on golf courses.
It may not be thought that golf
balls do a lot of damage but they
do. A golf ball weighs 45g and

Bark to basics

travels at between 70 and 80m
per second (up to 180mph).
Anything material that comes
within the line of play is therefore
likely to suffer severe damage.
Because of the large numbers of
rounds of golf which are played
annually on most courses (typi-
cally several tens of thousands)
then by sheer chance alone con-
tact with trees on the golf course

is inevitable.

Golf balls can affect both young
and old trees alike. Damage to
the bark, cambium, phloem and
xylem layers is often so severe
that the tree is permanently dis-
figured. Crown die-back may
occur as a result of damage to the
trees transportation system.
Young trees can suffer by being
snapped at the point where they

emerge from the protection of the
shelter.

The shelters themselves may be
damaged, and if not replaced
quickly the sharp edges of the
shelter (as a result of impact
damage) can inflict often fatal
abrasions to young trees.

Trees on certain parts of the
golf course are more likely to suf-
fer damage by golf balls than in
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Tough on turf

disease

M Rapid contact action.

B Immediately effective against a wide range
of turf diseases including Fusarium patch,
Red thread, and Dollar spot.

LRBREAR

M Will not scorch or damage turf.

‘m Unique rainfast formulation allows
application all year round but especially
useful during the cooler months.

M Available in 1 litre and new 5 litre containers. e ot

M The No 1. choice for turf professionals for
over 11 years.

AVAILABLE
IN 5L
CANS

P RHONE-POULENC A

an Rhdne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 30 -

';' ROVRAL GREEN CONTAINS IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE!

For details of your nearest Rhone-Poulenc distributor, call 01277 301116



