Lake Construction/Liners

GT GROUP

LEAST COST
WATERPROOFING OF
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS
- using lining membranes and associated
geosynthetic materials

# Comprehensive service available to
owners/architects/consultants and contractors
GT GROUP, Nags Corner, Wiston Road,
Nayland, COLCHESTER CO6 4LT

For technical and sales enquiries
Tel: (01206) 262676

Fax: (01206) 262998

Liquid Fertiliser

ZANY
OUTSTANDING RANGE OF

AMENITY PRODUCTS
LIQUID BLOOD AND BONE
Plant growth supplement
CRN Range — unigue controlled release
Nitrogen products.
* pHERTILIZER — pH Control * STANDARD
LIQUID FERT RANGE * IRON PRODUCTS
RANGE * SULPHUR PRODUCTS RANGE
* ORGANIC PRODUCT RANGE
* TURF WETTERS
R&D Formulations, Kettlethorpe, Lincoln
Tel: 01522 704848 Fax: 01522 704748

Mower Spares
MOWER ACCESSORIES
LTD

Manufacturers of high
quality lawnmower
blades and cylinders.
Suppliers of spares and
accessories.

65 Forncett Street
Sheffield S4

Tel: 0114 276 5825
Fax: 0114 276 5855

SPORTS NETTING

| - TILDENET
100 111

@ PERIMETER NETTING 1

® TARGET NETS

@ ANTI BALL PLUGGING

@ GRASS GERMINATION

® ANTI DAZZIE NETTING

® PADDED/NET BAY DIVIDERS

® CHIPPING NET

® PRACTICE NETS

® 'EPIC' TARGET GREEN

® BALLSTOP FENCING

TEL: 01179 669684

__pH Control __
£ | B

Water Quality Control
pH and chlorine control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved turf quality.
Nationwide installation and commissioning
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes
STRANCO LTD.
17 Apex Park, Hailsham, East Sussex.
Tel 01323 441744 Fax 01323 441611

Greenturf Systems

for pH Control using
“PHAIRWAY"” solution
Contact:

S.G.l. Sales

6 Stuart Road,
Market Harborough,
Leics LE16 9PQ
Tel: 01858 463153
Fax: 01858 410085

FREE SOIL AND WATER TESTING

Superscreened Sphagnum Peat
for Golf Course Construction
and Maintenance
Conforms to BS4156
Weed and Pathogen Free
Provides quick and even establishment
Excellent water retention during dry periods
Reduced risk of dry patch
Consistent quality for easy handling and
mixing
Quick and reliable deliveries nationwide
Finnfibre Horticulture Ltd

Gerrard Business Centre, Worthing Road,
East Preston, West Sussex BN16 1AW

Tel: 01903 859555 Fax: 01903 859666

L O O

-

Practise Nets

PRO-TEE GOLF

DRIVING

® Robust & durable

contruction BAvs
® Single or multiple bay

system B R T T
® Rustiesi Nene LINKS LEISURE
@ Easily erected Tel:
@ Long-life baffle nets 01948 663002
@ Little or no or Fax:

maintenance
@ Available with all- ?g?g:ggﬁam

weather golf mats

Railway Sleepers

A1

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

For keen prices contact
Mr David Robinson
Tel/Fax 0161 456 7109

at ‘STRIKE TOP TURF

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
8/6/’ x 10’[ x 5”

CROSSING TIMBERS
12” x 6” up to 16" long

Price quoted for number required

Tel (01233) 625121 or 620277

Faggs Fleet

Whitfield Road,
Ashford, Kent

** PHOENIX SPORTSTURF

&, SERVICES

QUALITY ROOTZONES
USGA Spec available

Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD

Specialist Manufacturer and Suppher
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top
Dressings - to all specifications including

USGA. Supplied nationwide

Please phone for quotation

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

Sand/Silica Sand
[

NOW SPREADING
IN YOUR AREA

Top Dressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone
Tees Dressing
All Aggregates
Path Gravels
Cockleshell

NEW HOTLINE NUMBER:
Contact Gordon
on 01367 244078

TUFTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS TEE
MATS, DRIVING RANGE
MATS, CARRYMATS AND
PUTTING SURFACES FROM
CARPETITION LTD

14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484) 428777 Fax: (01484) 423251

SOL_F UQ )

N A

@ Suppliers of the Dunlop
Winter Tee & Practice Mat

® Golf Course Furniture

® Driving Range & Practice
Ground Equipment

® Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

Sands
% Root Zones
~ Top Dressing

Lime Free Dried and Washed Sands
USGA, Golf, Sports Pitch Root Zones
Top grade Top Dressings

Nationwide availability from local sites
Hepworth Minerals and Chemicals Ltd
Brookside Hall

Sandbach

Cheshire, CW11 0TR

Sales orders

Tel 01270 752 700 Fax 01270 752 701
General Enquiries

Tel 01270 752 752 Fax 01270 752 753

BUCKLAND
INDUSTRIAL
MINERALS

Sand and Silica Company

COMPLETE RANGE OF
HORTICULTURAL SANDS
Contact Lynda Jordan
Buckland Sand & Silica Co.

Reigate Heath, Reigate,
Surrey RH2 9RG

2

hern

Tel: (01737) 240151

Drirkwater Sabey Lid

(EBENEZER MEARS)

KINGSLEY FINE WASHED SAND

for Tees - Greens - Bunkers

and drainage sands and shingles

Wintersells Road. Byfleet. KT14 7AZ

01932 345616

£\

|  Seats, tables, chairs,
1 ' ——3 benches,
3 planters and lit
terbins made
from plantation
grown teak. Listed in
the Good Wood Guide.
Send for brochure
D-Scan (UK) Ltd Concorde Road,
Patchway, Bristol BS12 5TB

Tel: 0117 93) 5335 Fax: 0117 931 5334

Top Dressings

All Seasons ’Dre.ssingsl
for CONSTRUCTION ;/

OF TEES, GREENS &
BUNKERS

References available

See our feature ad on page 43

119 London Road,
Kingston, Surrey KT2 6NH
Tel: 0181 546 3960

JHADLEY

_“ROOTZONES =
. * DIVOTMIXES <
»  TOP-DRESSINGS ~ .
2 SCREENED SOILS o
2 DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS 2

Alan Hadley Limited, Fenton House,
102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross,
Reading, Berkshire RG7 1BJ

Tel: 0118 988 3266
Fax: 0118 988 4538

STERILISED TOP
DRESSINGS from £18 per ton

- PHOENIX

& SPORTSTURF
Tel: 01229 468001 Fax: 01229 468002

Tree Planting

EAMONN WALL & CO
WOODLAND DESIGN & MANAGEMENT

@ For everything to do with trees on golf courses
from planning to felling, expert advice

@ Lurge planting grants available

OFFICES AT DOLLAR, DURHAM AND READING
Tel: 01259 743212

Eastcote
Nurseries
(Solihull) Ltd

* Tree Spade hire.

* Tree moving

* Semi mature trees
Nationwide service

Hampton Road, Barston, Solihull,
West Midlands B92 0JL
Tel: 01675 442033
Fax: 01675 442324
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Turf Dressings

For a finer class of grass. ..

The independent supplier with a wide product range
of turf for all application s o
Grasslands Turf Farm
Ashtord Road, New Romney,
Kent TN28 8TH. Tel: (01797)
367130 « Fax: (01797) 367929

Jubilee Seeds & Turf

QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF
FOR ALL GOLF COURSE and
OTHER APPLICATIONS:
Greens, Tees, Surrounds, Bunkers, etc
TEL/FAX 01797 320536
Jubilee Villa, 3 Ness Road,
Lydd, Kent TN29 9DP

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 9002

British Field Products Limited [~
Corkway Drove, Hockwold,
Thetford, Norfolk 1P26 4JR
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

TPI

-

i -w

Growers of consistent quality turf in
either big or small rolls for landscapers,
amenity users and golf courses

Tel: 01728 688 984
Fax: 01728 688 949

Fir Tree Farm, Blaxhall, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP12 2DX

BAII.EYS
NORI-‘OI.K

supply
PROFESSIONAL TURF DRESSINGS
FOR THE PROFESSION
* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
* SAND * SCREENED TOP SOIL
Deliveries nationwide
BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham, Norwich,
Norfolk NR10 SNL Tel: 01603 754607
Mobile: 0850 353603

A

//?((‘Aar(/ 6?17/%6’%

VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester.
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance
Machinery for sale.

For further details contact:

RJ & J Campey

Marton, Macclesfield
Tel: 01260 224568
Fax: 01260 224791

SEWARD

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD

for Fendress Top Dressing
¢ Fendress Superfine
* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
« Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat
* Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
. Bunker Sands

Tel: (01858) 464346/433003
Fax: (01858) 434734

BOUGHTON
B n.LﬂM\. mln l“] CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
14 years Vert-drain experience
For with two 1.45m Greens Verti-drains
TURF DRESSINGS (18 greens in 2_day)s @2'x2"
spacings
ROOT ZONE MIXES a?1datwo 2.5m tFarrway Veni-drair)\s
average fairways in 5 days
SCREENED TOP SOILS Top l’):ressing,GHollow Tining and
i tc.
BUNKER SANDS e e ik
e e o Seader
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS WEW SAND AND GRaveL
Telford Way, Kettering FOR SALE AND HIRE
’ ’
Phone York (01904) 765949
T IN(:?:Ga;tosﬂ 5 Freephone 0500 432120
el
Alder Root Golf Club

AR

VERTIDRAINING

Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the
North West
For details contact:

Ernie Lander on 01925 291919
or 0831 448817

TURF GROWN TO
YOUR SEED
SPECIFICATION

or from our stock
ALL GROWN IN STERILE
COMPOST
Supplied nationwide
GREENKEEPER LTD,
Shelford Manor, Shelford,
Nottingham NG12 1ER

Tel/Fax: 01949 21144

Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

Tel: 01908 270701 » Fax: 01908 374889

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 20N
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

§5 =gl

Rufford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House. Suuth Stage. Broadway
Salford Quays. Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 0161 877 8550 Fax: 0161 877 8554

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Treads *
* Custom Made Wheels *

* New and Used available *
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

Vertidraining Hire

MIDLAND TURF
AERATING SERVICE
& X Verti-Draining
T, * Hollow Corm with
" Ryan G
4 rac(qr lee
f ‘I * Competitve
Prices
* Professional =

P
4

nationwide service.
Tel/Fax: 01922 417567 @'
Mobile: 0973 478516  _§
Charles Frost
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PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Expenienced operator, competitive prices and reiable sevice
Phone Peter on 01580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061
Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,

Wadhurst, East Sussex TNS 7DL

PARKER HART

CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

VERTI-DRAINING * HOLLOW CORING
TOP DRESSING * SEEDING
SAND SLITTING > SAND BANDING
DRAINAGE
Qualified and experienced staff
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and
horticultural supplies
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791
Fax: 0181 330 7392

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth
WORTH DRAINING
Combecks Farm, Imham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

| Ross OLIVER

@ VERTH DRAIN for Greens and Sponsqmunds
@ STONE PICKING @ RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
@ SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS
Greystones. Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP
Tel: (01841) 540222 Fax: (01637) 881057

3

== CONTROL =/
and DESILTING

For lakes, ponds. rivers and bankside
areas. Professionally qualified and
experienced operators
Contact

Waterland Management Ltd
L (01344) 421012 Y,

Shatel |

complete weed control

GETTING TO THE ROOT
OF THE PROBLEM!

The UK’s leading specialist spray contractor
with local service centres nationwide.

{01608 644044

SCREENED WOOD CHIPS
(95% Hardwood)

Delivered or Collected
Price on application

Contact:
HARRY ADCOCK & SONS
SAW MILLS, CORBY GLEN,
GRANTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE

Tel: 01476 550231
Fax: 01476 550363

Workshop Equipment

NEARY BACKLAPPER ¥

The model 300
backlapper is designed to |
match up the cylinder and
bedknife after scheduled
sharpening and

The lapper will also

quickly hone a fine edge onto the reel

and bedknife during the mowing season.
Ring Risboro’ Turf on

01844 274127 or fax
als 01844 2374191 for your
nearest stockist

You're at the end of the
Buyers Guide section - if
you haven't found the ads
with the 3 symbols in yet,

TRY AGAIN:
IT COULD BE WORTH

£50

TO YOU!




Glassified

TORO HYDROJECT 3000

This revolutionary high-velocity water injector will aerate your
greens to a depth of 6” and beyond leaving

NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE

Eliminates and prevents mid-season compaction problems at a stroke.
Available with an operator for hire anywhere in the country. Call now for
further information. Other machinery available on request.

0117 986 5423 days
01761 490426 evenings

AVON SPORTSGROUND MAINTENANCE COMPANY
* THE TURF SPECIALISTS %

Purdys Grass Machinery G E Adamson
JACOBSEN DISTRIBUTORS Grass Mochinery
Largest selection of professional Ransomes Certes 20" new engine - new
used and reconditioned grass CYliNde ..o R 7 £995
machinery in the Midlands Lloyds 21" Paladin - new 9 blade cylinder
Toro Greensmaster 3000D. Superb —Honda engine....................c..ceesemesssmsnnnes £995

condition: £8,750

Jacobsen Tri-king Diesel, 3WD,
superb condition from £4,950

Jacobsen Greensking, power steer,
new Kubota diesel engine: £8,995

Ransomers 5 unit Sports cutter
from £2,995

Jacobsen Turfcat diesel,
50 or 60 inch flail: £5,950

CONTACT
CHRIS BRYDEN
01777 704275
EVENINGS: 0115 920 9401

HIPER GOLF

WANTED direct from the
John Deere Turf Equipment

Verti-Drains, Verti-Seeds, Pedestrians manUfaCturer
Ryan: GA24, GA30, Sod Cutter, Large range of aerators,
Renovaire, Mataway, Overseeder gs

Turfco: Mete-R-Matic scarifiers, top-dressers,
ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED sweepers, seeders, trenchers,
stone removers,beach cleaners

Tel: Int. Code: +34 52 81 23 35
Fax: Int. Code: +34 52 81 78 73

Phone Douglas Boa on
01625 503030

Job
o RoP

First Assistant Greenkeeper

Iseki 4370 - 4W/D - cab - turf tyres - creep gears
- ideal verti-drain tractor - very clean..........£4975
Cushman Top Dresser...................oum £975
Kubota B1750HST Turf Tyres.............. £4750

Compact Tractors and Cricket Wicket Rollers - ring for details
All prices inclusive of transport but subject to VAT.

Tel/Fax: 01995 640180

Maintenance

Machinery Hire

SiSIS HIRE

Soil Conditioners

STEWARTS
KELPIE

of aged 26 with six years in
NATURAL OR¥&ANIC Greenkeeping industry.
SEAWEED SOIL City & Guilds Sports Turf
Management. Phase |l
CONDITIONERS Pesticide Certificates PA1 and
AVAILABLE FROM STEWARTS PA6. Knowledge of golf course
TEL: 0131 663 6617 construction and all aspects of
intenance.
FAX: 0131 663 0651 e
Seeks challenging position in
AND FROM GEM PROFESSIONAL UK or abroad.
TEL: 01254 35661 1 Box No JS 45/96, BIGGA, Aldwark
FAX: 01245 236775 Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF

Mower Spares

SEPTEMBER

SPECIAL :A“A

OFFER mEAlranTE

Real savings with Ransomes Real Parts
on Slicing Blades and Tines.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL

DEALER FOR DETAILS

Royal Porthcawl Golf Club

requires an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

The applicant will need to be experienced, qualified
and self motivated.

Please apply in writing to:

David Ward, Course Manager, Royal Porthcawl Golf Club,
Rest Bay, Porthcawl, Bridgend CF36 3UW

Welshpool Golf Club

requires

WORKING
HEAD
GREENKEEPER

18 holes upland course designed by
James Braid.

Candidates will demonstrate sound
knowledge and have practical
experience of all aspects of
greenkeeping and course maintenance,
preferably on an upland course.

Applications in writing with full CV to:

Mr R Annison
Welshpool Golf Club
Y Golfa
Welshpool, Powys
Wales
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GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT

Following a successful 4 year contract, our Golf Course Superintendent is returning to the US with The Arnold Palmer Golf Management
Company. We are therefore looking to recruit an exceptional replacement.

The primary responsibilities of this challenging position relate to the management and development of our championship golf course and
associated grounds. Key areas are as follows:

» Maintenance and presentation of the golf course for member and tournament play to optimum level

» Installation and care of all landscaping, trees and wildlife conservation areas

* Supervision and development of all staff as well as responsibility for various contractors

» Administration and budgetary control for operational and capital areas

The successful candidate requires the following attributes:

» A recognised qualification in Agronomy, Horticulture, Plant Science with specialisation in Golf Course Management

» A minimum of 10 years experience with at least 3 years as Course Manager at a high profile facility

» Strong working knowledge of all modern golf course management practices with the ability to train, motivate and direct staff

* A proven ability to prepare and monitor budgets, inventories and expenditure

We offer an attractive remuneration package to the right person.

Please send a full Curriculum Vitae by 30 August 1996 to:

Grainne Johnston, Personnel Manager, The K Club, Straffan, Co Kildare, Ireland

Host to the Smurfit European Open Golf Championship

v
g s
TS

Hayling Golf Club

requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

to maintain this traditional championship links course
operating in new facilities and wit?
The successful applicant must have:

» Previous experience as Head Greenkeeper

* Recognised qualifications

¢ Leadership skills

* Preparation and control of budgets

* Maintenance of Health and Safety requirements
Applications, together with CV, should be addressed to;

The Secretary
Hayling Golf Club
Links Lane
Hayling Island
Hampshire PO11 OBX
Closing date: 14 September 1996

h modern equipment.

Bramiey Golf Glub

Applications are invited for the post of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

for persons of proven ability with suitable
qualifications and experience in all aspects of

@ course maintenance
® machinery maintenance
@ ability to control and motivate staff

are essential.

Salary will be commensurate with experience and
qualifications. No accommodation available.

Bramley is an 18 hole parkland course with a
driving range and practice area
for members’ use only.

Applications must be received by
31st August 1996 to:

The Secretary,
Bramley Golf Club, Bramley,
Nr. Guildford, Surrey GU5 0AL
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Powfoot Golf Club

Invites applications for the post of

ASSISTANT HEAD
GREENKEEPER

This well-known golf club seeks the services of a qualified,
working Assistant Head Greenkeeper. The ideal candidate will
demonstrate a sound knowledge and have practical experience

of all aspects of greenkeeping and course maintainance and

should have the ability to manage, supervise and motivate
staff. Possession of a spraying certificate, experience of
machinery and automatic irrigation systems are also required.
There are excellent promotion prospects for suitable applicant,
salary negotiable commensurate with experience.
Applications, in writing by 24 August 1996 together with CV
should be sent to:

Mr NA Wilson

Secretary and Treasurer

Golfclub Herford
(Germany)

wishes to appoint

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants must possess recognised qualifications and
be experienced in all aspects of course management,
including maintenance of machinery.

The Herford golf course is a 9-hole-course established in
1987 in the Hannover-Bielefeld area of Germany.
Another 9 holes will be probably built in the next few
years. It is famous for its friendly atmosphere.

Good salary. Nice accommodation available.
Knowledge of the German language not necessary.

Applicants should send their applications, together
with CV to:

Wrexham Golf Club is a traditional members club of 600 members,
situated in the Borderlands of North Wales.

The Club require to fill the vacancy of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Please apply in writing enclosing a CV to:
The Captain, Wrexham Golf Club, Holt Road, Wrexham LL13 9SB

Powfoot
A Golfclub Herford e. V.
Annan
; : Postfach 1710
Dumfriesshire 32007 Herford
DG12 5QF gioni
Germany
Tel/Fax: 01461 700276
a
{ &
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ILFRACOMBE GOLF .{l CLUB

requires a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

For their 18 Hole Golf Course with spectacular coastal views.
The successful applicant will be suitably qualified with machinery
maintenance experience and hold PA1 and PA2A Certificates.
Salary negotiable. No accommodation.

Please apply in writing with CV to:

Basil Warren, Secretary, Ilfracombe Golf Club, Hele Bay,
Ilfracombe, North Devon EX34 9R1

A

Applications are invited for the position of

GOLF COURSE
AGRONOMIST

PSD Agronomy offers a nation-wide consultancy service for
golf courses. Due to demand, the company is seeking
another, suitably qualified, person to join the team.

The successful applicant will be qualified to degree or
equivalent level in an appropriate science, have experience
of golf course construction and/or maintenance and be able

to work both independently and as part of the PSD team.

Salary and Conditions of Service negotiable depending on
qualifications and experience.

No accommodation.
Applications in writing with a full CV to:

John Hacker
PSD Agronomy Ltd
42 Garstang Road

Preston
PR1 1NA

Closing date: 14 September 1996

—
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This year is the diamond anniversary of the Midland Section and Scott MacCallum meets up with
a Greenkeeper who was there from Day One

It only
seems like
yesterday

n March 1936 25 year-old Reg

Pugh was one of 30 greenkeep-
ers who attended a meeting in
the Hope and Anchor Hotel in
Edmond St, Birmingham, with a
view to forming the Midland Sec-
tion.

Sixty years on Reg's recollec-
tions of the meeting are as if it
were only yesterday.

“It was Chaired by Mr EG.
Hawtree and our first President
was Carl Bretherton, first Chair-
man was George Hart of Gay Hill
- coincidentally the course at
which current National Chairman
Dean Cleaver is Course Manager
— and the first Secretary was
Ernest Collingwood of Sandwell
Park,” says Reg, without recourse
to records or diaries.

“I'm the last remaining of the
original members who formed the
Midland Section. It's a shame
really. Where the meeting was
held doesn’t exist either any more
because of the restoration of
Birmingham. There’'s a place
called Fletcher's Wharf where it
used to be.”

The Midland Section was the
second section in the country to
be formed, following on from the
Southern Section, but was the
first to allow assistants to play in
tournaments. It grew quickly to
the extent that there were over
100 members by the early 40s.

“Initially the main purpose of
the Section was to hold and run
golf events but education became
a part of the Section in the mid
50s. We were going to make a
presentation to EG. Hawtree for
services to the Association but it
was decided that we should form
the Apprentice Scheme for green-

keepers as a tribute to him
instead,” explained Reg who was
Midland Secretary and Competi-
tion Secretary for 20 years and
who is still now Senior Vice Presi-
dent of the National Public
Courses Association for England.

Reg’s memory stretches back to
the days when horses pulled carts
around the golf course and the
special shoes they wore to pre-
vent them digging up the turf.

“When 1 first started work I
used a scythe and a sickle and we
only had one push mower to cut
the greens. Someone cut nine in
the morning and someone else
cut the other nine in the after-
noon - everything else was horse
drawn triples.

“Equipment wise there is no
comparison now. If people had
told me years ago that someone
would sit on a machine to mow a
green I wouldn’t have believed
them.

“The greenkeeping profession
has come on leaps and bounds. I
think it’s marvellous. There is a
huge number of people involved
in it now whereas before we were
working in isolation.”

As a reminder of the uncertain
nature of the profession he can
recall an incident at Halesowen
Golf Club.

“I had the misfortune to break a
mower when I was crossing a
brook — one of the cast iron sock-
ets at the front snapped — and I
lost my job because of it.”

An excellent golfer he played to
scratch or one for 15 years from
1939 and was still playing to
seven when he finally gave up
three years ago, regularly beating
his age comfortably.
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“I was noted as a
long hitter. When 1 was in the
RAF police in the war [ was able
to play free at Royal Lytham and I
can remember driving the green
at the 16th and another occasion
when, because of a hard frost and
the ground was so firm I hit the
clubhouse wall from the tee at the
18th.

“l didn’t play county golf
because I was a member of a
municipal course. If you didn’t
have a wallet they didn’t want to
know,” he says matter of factly.

Reg was also Head Green-
keeper at Sandwell when the first
tournament to have a first prize
of £1000 was played in Britain.

“It was won by Peter Butler
who was born and brought up in
these parts,” said Reg who lives in
Warley in the West Midlands.

The aftermath of that tourna-
ment saw the end of Reg’s green-
keeping career.

“It rained all that week and I
had to go back at the end of the
day in the tractor and tow cars
out of the car park. I got wetter
and wetter, caught pleurisy for a
year and had to retire from ill
health.”

After a lifetime in the industry
Reg has some advice for the
greenkeepers of today.

“Their first and major thought
should be for the turf. I had to

find all my

own formulas for dressing, chang-
ing sulphurs to get the correct
mixtures etc.

“I could write you a formula to
mix on your own lawn, I don’t
care where you live, and you'd be
tripping over the grass in a fort-
night. It is no trouble to me to get
grass to grow.”

Looking back at his career and
the progress since that meeting in
March 1936 Reg has no regrets
about his career.

“I've had a wonderful life in
greenkeeping and it’s remarkable
the amount of change that’s hap-
pened in the job.”

THE BIGGEST MISTAKE I'VE EVER
MADE AND WOULD ADMIT TO IS:

*Coming into greenkeeping too
late in life because I've had more
happiness in the last 10 years

than | had in the previous 37"
Peter Biscoe, retired




1T CUTS EVERYTHING,
INCLUDING COSTS!

HATTER

The Hayter L'T312 Triple Turf Mower

Rugged, reliable and tirelessly efficient - that’s wheels - it pulls effortlessly through the heaviest
the Hayter LT312 - a solid workhorse of a mower of workloads.

that will take on the toughest of jobs and most
punishing of schedules.

And its triple mower - with the option of fixed or
£ floating cutting heads (ideal for golf courses) -
With its powerful 28hp Lombardini diesel éfitsys  makes short work of everything from verges and
engine - and power steering through the rear 013 ». embankments to parks and amenity areas.

Hayter Limited
Spellbrook Bishop’s Stortford Herts CM23 4BU England
Tel: 01279 723444 Fax; 01279 600338

Call now to arrange a demonstration





