YOU CAN ONLY DO
THIS WITH A KUBOTA.

There's still nothing like it. Kubota's
revolutionary Bi-Speed Turn means that the
front wheels revolve faster than the rear
when turning at an angle of more than 35°.

The result is less drag and therefore
less turf damage.

The Tesult is a tighter, more efficient
turning circle thatkeduces the number of
manoeuvres required to cut round trees or
other obstructions.

The result - especially when combined
with Hydrostatic Transmission for

clutchless, effortless control of forward and
backward direction - is a more productive
operation with less driver fatigue.

For faster, more efficient mowing and
turfcare, nothing turns tighter than Kubota.

%ﬁld oL ﬁw jr, © ‘IJ

IT’S A REVOLUTION FOR TURF CARE

SEE KUBOTA'S BI-SPEED TURN ON
STAND A21 AT THE I0G

Cut and complete the coupon to join the turf care revolution Gl.9.95
Name: LS, Company: _ =4 ol gaimes o
Address: s = I
Postcode ) Telephone: iem—eo pE.

Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxon, 0X9 3UN. Tel: 01844-214500 Fax: 01844 216685
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Richard Barker: Gets nine months out of his course

In the bleak

Few golfers enjoy temporary greens but
in this country they are a necessary evil.
Scott MacCallum talks with Richard
Barker about the subject.

ome things in life are all about selling.

Convincing people that their pint pot is
half full and not half empty; they're so many
years young rather than old and reminding
them of the two 40 footers they holed when
they want to dwell on the three footer they
missed on the 18th green. It all adds up to
making them feel brighter, more positive.

It is this technique which should be
employed when the hoary subject of winter
greens rears its head at the club. No-one likes
playing on them but in the eyes of the green-
keeper they are a necessary evil and it’s a case
of selling members the idea that the alterna-
tive to winter greens is not the retention of the
regular playing surfaces but a closed course —
so they are a good thing after all!

Well that’s the defence Richard Barker of
Kirby Muxloe GC tries to employ when the
groans go up.

Like every greenkeeper in the land Richard

knows he will get an ear bashing when winter
greens are discussed and like every green-
keeper in the land he tries to soften the blow
when they inevitably come into operation.

“Im aiming to get an all year round surface
with annual vertidraining, slitting, hollow tin-
ing but in reality we get nine months play out
of the course and for the other three months
we've got to be looking at the possible use of
temporary greens,” he explained.

It is a problem which is relatively new as it’s
only recently that we've wanted to play golf
all the year round. Previously it was only
fanatics who didn’t put their clubs into hiber-
nation from November until March.

“The club has nothing written down but my
policy is to keep the greens in play as long as
possible and move on to temporary greens
when they are not fit to be played then ulti-
mately, when they are not fit to be played, the
course has to be closed. Like many greenkeep-
ers I am accused of being over cautious and
they are probably right but the alternative is
to be be cavalier with the greens and that
could be catastrophic.

“Given the choice I would like to keep the
temporaries cut out all year which is what

and there’s a
hard way
See what Go Green

liquid iron can do
for your greens

There’s an easy way

VoE R DE
SPORTS
LIMITED

. 3

B AP o YT W et & @0 &
UNIT 25, COWLING MILL
COWLING BROW
CHORLEY
LANCASHIRE PRé6 0QG

Tel: 01257 269983/269069

Fax: 01257 261 064
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® VERDE TEE FRAME

Steel platform, woven grass top

® VERDE WINTER TEE

Generous size, self-install kit

©® VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top Quality — Long Life — Best Prices

@ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
@ DRIVING BAYS AND NETS

For club and home use

-

g Ve

go green Unsurpassed

CoNcENTRATED Liquipiron  1€Chnology
WITH WETTING AGENT from the makers

for further details and your of TURFEX
local distributor, please contact: 3.
rvith Gl call ple: Eanchasior W = TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING THE

Royal Oak Industrial Estate, DAVENTRY, SERVICE BEST SURFACES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Northants, NN11 5PH. CHEMICALS Please call for samples and information

Tel: 01327 704444; Fax: 01327 71154 S CP U e P, Y L S
GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL September 1995

patew o, P um. -vn\

~

YOS

maspidy

AD
REF
304

REF
291

S

22



mid-winter

some golf clubs do but the committee here
requested that I don’t maintain them during
the year for the simple reason that they think
it reminds people that they are going to have
to be used. I think it would be better if I could
keep them cut out and top dressed, with a
white line round them and deemed GUR to
keep divots off them.

“So I'm faced with preparing temporaries
around August time. I don’t make them too
big which is possibly a fault of mine — around
10 metres by 10 metres — but I don’t want to
spend too much money and time maintaining
them. Scarify them with a Sisis auto rotor rake
and try to give them a couple of top dressings
with a 70/30 sand soil mix and maintain them
a couple of times a week. I would expect them
to come into service around mid-December
and have them usable right through to April.

“I always come off the green when there is a
good frost but I know some greenkeepers will
play them because they say there will be no
damage done. The most dangerous time is
when the frost is coming out but even if the
frost is still three or four inches deep I would
still rather come off.

“Generally at the start of the season we
might find ourselves on half a dozen tempo-
raries and 12 greens it depends upon those
which remain wet or always hold the frost
longer. But through the season as a rule it will
be all temporaries or no temporaries,” he
explained.

One of the problems with temporary greens
is that any hazards or playing characteristics
of the hole are often lost.

“I always try to position the green in front
of a bunker or to one side or towards trees
albeit they have no leaves on them so that
there is still some definition to the hole.

“I generally move them to one side of the
green or slightly short. I also try to put them
to the side where the tee is for the next hole
just to prevent people walking back over the
approach to the green nearest the exit.”

Another ploy to make the playing of temps

Put it between two bunkers and a

more enjoyable is to put in the oversized hole
pots as this means that a few long putts are
holed and the players have the odd chip in
which always keeps the members happy.
When they start missing putts even the best
temporaries greens will be lambasted.

“I put the large pots in last year and the
move was received very well by the gents but
not by the ladies. The problem with the ladies
is that they have been told that they can play
winter medals they can play on temporary
greens so long as it is a measured golf course
but they cannot play to an oversized hole. The
R&A ruling is that it is up to the individual
golf club what they decide to do.”

Another alternative is to have a local rule
where you have a maximum of two putts on

tree to give a little interest
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every hole.

“The reason I don’t have temps on the front
of the green is that in frosty conditions the
ball tends to bounce through onto the green
and you're not really achieving anything.

As a low handicap player himself Richard is
well aware of another problem which afflicts
the better players in the club.

“I think it's about time the individual golf
clubs, the R&A or the golf Unions came up
with a different handicapping system in the
winter. The biggest problem I've encountered
in the winter through the use of temporary
tees and greens is that it makes the course
very short and the lower handicapper can’t
give shots to the higher handicapper.

Giving the members the chance to make a

WIERS gﬁ:u
01858 464346/433003 ety
Fax: 01858 434734

F
E
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. NOW AVAILABLE:
F ® Fendress Regular
® Fendress Superfine

R ® Economy Top Dressing - for Tees
E and Approaches
S FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD & Send/Loam Top Dressing
T  ANGEL COURT, DAIRY YARD, HIGH STREET, @ Rootzone Mixes
N MARKET HARBOROUGH [ J nghgsE quahty Screened East
G LEICESTERSHIRE LE 16 7NL 3 Angliar Fensoil
S ° EsSNG

Telephone: ZONES CLus
L
T
D

FENDRESS™ TURF TOP DRESSING BRITAIN'S NO. 1

YOU CAN'T BEAT THE ORIGINAL

Fendress, using the original Fen Soil, is now manufactured
in the North of England in Association with Martin Brothers
YOUR ASSURANCE OF QUALITY AND SERVICE FROM THE PEOPLE WHO CARE

® Fine Screened Sedge Peat for
Fairways

Fine Screened Sandy Loam

Kiln dried Sand and Washed Grit for
Vertidraining

Lime-free Silica Sands

Bunker Sands - White - Cream -
Pink or Yellow, including
Moneystone
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Modular Natural Turf!

TS TN

The Integrated Turf Management® System

THE WORLD’S FIRST COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTABLE
NATURAL TURF SYSTEM

GreenTech’s patented Integrated Turf Management® System (ITM) is
the world’s first commercial modular natural sports turf surface. ITM
is an arrangement of interlocking plastic modules, each sustaining
mature turf on a patented prescribed soil medium. These modules
can be configured into any type of sports field, providing a portable

natural turf surface for football, golf, tennis courts and other athletic
activities.

GreenTech installed the ITM System at the 1993 US Open at
Baltusrol as a practice tee. The ITM System provided a fresh practice
tee after every daily practice session. A prominent golf magazine
labelled the system a “tremendous success”.

In 1994, this patented modular turf system is the predecessor to the
modular turf system installed in the Pontiac Silverdome for World
Cup soccer. GreenTech used these test venues to develop its new
module design.

The ITM System:

1. Maximises stadium event days by allowing the removal of a natural turf field for events that would
damage a permanent natural turf surface.

. Provided an attractive playing surface by allowing the easy replacement of worn or damaged
areas of a field with new, mature turf.

. Ensures a strong, natural turf surface by controlling the growing environment within each module.

. Is much more economical than synthetic surfaces or stadium enhancements such as retractable
roofs.

. Allows natural and efficient drainage without the need for mechanical pumping devices.

. Ensures proper installation and alignment of modules through its patented interlocking
mechanism.

. Can be used for any indoor or outdoor activity which requires a natural turf surface eg. tennis,
golf, bowls, equestrian, film or photographic, exhibitions and displays.

TECH TURF LTD. EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTORS
DIVISION OF TIP TOP TURF

Tech Turf - leaders in this field

Cow Pasture Farm, Newton Longville, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK17 OBU

Telephone: 01908 270701 Fax: 01908 374889



n the bleak mid-winter

decision is another way in which problems
later can be removed.

“Last year I got two or three tee mats and
put them side by side and marked in chalk
please try these tee mats and let me know
which one you prefer because people do not
like tee mats. None of them was the answer
but those who did express a preference made
the decision. I wouldn’t recommend that in
many aspects of the job but in this instance it
worked and they chose the most expensive
mat. I took this to the committee and the
answer was fine we’ll get them.

“If I had an unlimited budget and unlimited

room I would have different tees that would
encourage different walk ways and different
wear areas. I think that is the whole idea
about using temporaries both tees and greens
is to rest those areas which get worn during
the season. We would build a tee which is 30
yards away we could make a straight hole into
a dogleg shorter longer. Winter golf is not all
that serious and you can do things with the
positioning of tee and green that you wouldn’t
do in the rest of the year.

“Ideally if you have the room you give the
golfer something different with the playing
characteristics of a hole they enjoy it more

than just playing a shorter version of the origi-
nal.

“I either position the tees right at the front
or right at the back and make the hole longer
and rest the original positions,” he explained.

“Like many greenkeepers I struggle to know

how best to handle the temporary green situa-
tion and I'd be delighted to hear from anyone
who has bright ideas about making them less
of issue.”
B If you have kept the members on your side
though the use of some clever ploy why not
write to Greenkeeper International and share it
with your colleagues.

f

CORKWAY DROVE
HOCKWOLD, THETFORD
NORFOLK IP26 4]JR
Mobile: 0585 277695
Office: 01842 828266

K Fax: 01842 827911

* A full irrigation system complements the growing and harvesting.
% Situated between Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire.

* Natural fertility for vigorous root growth ensuring hard wearing.
* Naturally free from stones with level lying land.

% A finished product to be proud of.

Supporting the Work of the National Turfgrass Council.

Growers of Quality Turf

Weasenham Farms Company Limited

A Quality Assured Company Within British Field Products Ltd.
ON CUE FOR QUALITY AND ON CUE FOR QUANTITY

N@ &
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A severe Challenge

he final of Hayter Challenge this year will

be just that — a Challenge as the intrepid
men who have already battled through the
sectional and regional qualifiers have then to
pit their wits with the might of West Lan-
cashire — a course which can test the best.

You want proof? It has regularly welcomed
top professionals particularly for final Qualify-
ing for The Open Championship when it is
played at Royal Birkdale but the professional
course record is still a well preserved 66. That
is high when you see scores at other qualify-
ing, and indeed Open, venues. One point of
note. In his first year as a professional Nick
Faldo led the qualifiers at West Lancs for the
1976 Open with two rounds of 72 and 69.

You also get an idea of the difficulty when
Head Greenkeeper John Muir asks if we really
want to play off the back tees for the Hayter
Final.

“If we have a breeze it’s like other people’s
winds and many people would struggle to
make the carries,” he explained.

And you believe him because if you read the

26 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL September 1995

HAYTER

club’s excellent brochure you’ll find a piece
about John Hawkesworth, a former Walker
Cup player now competing on the European
Tour who returned a 68 in the Youths’ Cham-
pionship of 1982.

“Unfortunately it was not recognised as an
amateur record because the R&A ordered the
10th tee to be brought forward — because play-
ers could not reach the fairway with with their
drives into the teeth of a gale!”

It’s not just the carries which are long. The
whole course takes a bit of beating. Off the
back tees it is 6767 yards and there are nine
holes over 400 yards, five of them par-4s.

“It really is a traditional links course. The
first four holes follow the shore and it is two
loops of nine one clockwise and the other
anti clockwise so you have to be able to play
in all winds,” said John, who heads a team of

six at West Lancs.

Another feature which West Lancs has
which is a feature common among many of
the top links courses is that it runs along a
railway line.

The club was established in 1873 and was
one of the original 24 clubs to contribute to
the cost of the Amateur Championship trophy.

Like many clubs at the moment it is very
dry adding to its links feel but unlike many
clubs John Muir says he can remember it
much drier than it was in the middle of
August.

“Earlier in the year the water table was as
high as it has been for 60 years and even now
it is now as low as it was in '84 or '87,” he
explained.

So the 63 players representing the seven
regions battling it out at West Lancs had bet-
ter ensure that their games are honed for the
occasion. I'd recommend a crash course of hit-
ting 3-irons and keeping them low under the
wind.

W Photograph by Brian Morgan




GRASS ROOTS TRADING COMPANY

Course Furniture v/ Germination Aids v/ Power Tools v/

Grass Seed v/ Wetting Agents v/ Germination ¢/
Course Equipmentv’  Turf v Agronomy v Specialist Products v/
Spraying v/ Mnegotes v Machinery Hire v/
Secondhand ‘Com Storage v Sands v/

Mochinery Sales v/ Soil Anolysis v

Shrubs v Spares v
Lubricants v

Line Marking v/
Dressings v/
Drainage v Help v/
Pathway Materials v/
Tools v Tanks v
Line Marking v/

“FOR ALL YOUR TURFCARE NEEDS”
Qudlity v/ Valve v Choice v Availability v Service v/
Operating hours Monday to Saturday 7am-9pm
Grass Roots House, 34 Ashton Road,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 THL
Tel: (01734) 771185 Fax: (01734) 785116

Animal Repellant v/
Servicing v/ Tools %/
Health & Safety v/
Fuels v/ Netting v/
Books v Clothing ¢/
Course Accessories v/
Construction v/

Soils v/ Trees v/

Irrigation v

LE LUBRICANTS STAY ON
YOUR MACHINES - NOT

ON YOUR GREENS!

RECOGNISE THE PROBLEM?
Poor quality greases
Pounding out! — Washing out!
Damaging your precious greens!

THE LE SOLUTION!
LE’s high performance Almagard greases
Don’t wash out! — Won’t pound out!
Providing complete protection to the
equipment you rely upon!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE
AN ON SITE DEMONSTRATION

CALL FREE
LUBRICATION SOLUTIONS

0800 716095
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"Buying
Barenbrug quality
always pays off
in the long run."

Until you've had a few
scorching hot summers, the
odd attack from pests or plague
and a chance to calculate
maintenance costs, the wisdom
of your seed selection will never
be known.

That’s why you need the
Barenbrug promise of quality.

By combining the best of
tradition and technology we've
created some of the best
varieties around - Barclay,
Bargreen, Baruba and the
exciting new Barkoel and
Barlinda - making them
available in a range of quality
mixtures that takes the
guesswork out of selection.
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GREENS * TEES *

AUTHORISED TERRAVENT DEALERS * AUTHORISED TERRAVEN
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A&F Warehouse

5L SUSSEX

167 - fax; 01428 661767

Abbey Mower Supplies
Wat

» - Northamiptonshire - West

telt 01203511255 - fax

01203511255

F.G. Adamson & Sons

Hur de - Nortt

B.S. Mowers
Avon - Gloucestershirg - 5
tel: 01179 353588 - fax:01

Balgownie Machine Centre Limited
Highlands - € tan - Tayside

tel; 0122

ax 01224 482344

Capital Grass Machinery
Central - Fife - West Lothian

tef: 0131 335 3783 - fax: 0131 455 7361

Eastern Tractors Limited
Essex

tel: 01245 256281 - fax: 01245 494966
Geo Henderson

East Lothian - Borders

tel: 0131 443 2474 - fax 0131 455 7361

— (O

Haynes Agricultural (Kent) Limited
Kent
tel: 01622 755726 - fax: 01622 759106

Keith Morgan Mowers

South Wales - Hereford - Worcester

tel: 01873880244 - fax; 01873 880838
Major R Owen Limited

North. Wales

tel (01766 770261 - fax: 01873 770261
Nairn Brown Limited

St ide

yde
1141 644 3563 - fax: 0141 644 3610

Par 4 Groundcare Limited

el 01588 660656 - fax: 01588 660657

Purdys Grass Machinery

Nott Jerbyshire - Lin

FR. Sharrock Limited
Lancashire - G
tel 01257 422710 - fax 01257 422753

F.R. Sharrock Limited
Cheshire- 'Staffordshire
tel: 01477 500700 - fax: 01477 500650

e Manchester - Merseyside

Rickerbys Limited
DRumiries & € 3)

Owen F. Baxter Limited
Southern lreland
el (00353} 454 81655

fax: (00353) 4564 81539

Risborough Turf Supplies Limited
Berkshire - Buckinghanst

Hertfo € - On
tel: 01844 274127 - fax:; 01844 274191

Stanley Pond Limited
Dorset
tel 01258 451221 - fax: 01258 480185

Surrey Power Machines
Surrey
tel: 0181 974 1001 - fax 0181 974 2241

Thurlow Nunn Standen Limited
Suffolk
tel, (11394 382801 - fax; 01394 384330

C.R. Willcocks & Co Limited
Devon - Cornwall
tel, 01626 332444 - fax: 01626 332668

[CHES

EALERS * AUTHORISED TERRAVENT DEALERS

hire - Bedfordshire

PORTABLE
SoiL AERATORS

USABLE IN ALL SEASONS

OPERATIONAL PRESSURE
BeTween 50psi - 800psi

IMPROVES DRAINAGE
AssisTS PLANT GROWTH
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* BANKS * TREE ROOT ZONES

FINANCE AVAILABLE
FROM A LITTLE AS
£82.19 INC. VAT

PER MONTH!

ASK YOUR DEALER
FOR FULL DETAILS
AND A FREE
DEMONSTRATION#!

SEE TERRAVENT

AT SALTEX 1995
STANDS A18 + H12 + H13
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Working for the good of the fine turf industry
£800-worth of prizes to be won!

*Here is your chance to win a greenkeeper’s dream holiday — an
expenses paid trip to the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition.
There is a huge £800-worth of prizes to be won! We will pay your rail
fare, put you up in one of the best hotels in Harrogate and give you a
free pass to the outstanding education seminar programme.

All you have to do to stand a chance of winning one of THREE
superb prizes is answer six questions — there were two last month,
two in this issue, below, and the final two plus the entry form in Octo-
ber’s issue. When you have the answers to all six questions com-
plete the form and return it to us by October 31, 1995.

‘F DAY LOOMS!

“F” Day is fast approaching for the 1996 BTME at Harrogate on Jan-
uary 24-26. The “Fully Booked” sign is being dusted down with a
mere 200 square metres still available at time of going to press.

Among the new companies joining 145-plus companies exhibiting
next year will be Rhino International Ltd which has taken over 20
square metres in Hall B, and Dennis Ltd.

Louise Lunn, Exhibition and Marketing Executive, said, “The range
and diversity of companies which have already booked ensure that
visitors to Harrogate next year will have ample opportunity to discuss
all their needs under one roof.”

The Learning Experience '96 will provide a varied, interesting and
topical education programme. Workshops have been re-introduced by
popular request and two two-day workshops will run alongside the
National Education Conference on Monday 22 and Tuesday 23 January.

Workshop 1 will cover the design and construction of a new golf
course while Workshop 2 will introduce the techniques of stress man-
agement.

New at Harrogate for ’96 will be the introduction of the STRI Chair-
man of Green/Secretaries Course. This joint STRI/BIGGA initiative
will allow Chairmen of Green and Secretaries not ony to be intro-
duced to the technicalities of turf management and visit the technical
laboratories of the STRI at Bingley but also to sample the unique Har-
rogate atmosphere and perhaps visit BTME 96.

The BTME 96 Seminar programme is nearing completion and
includes speakers from the USA, Canada, Switzerland as well as the
UK. Speakers include Course Managers, representatives of Golf Associ-
ations, Chairman of Green and representives from associated indus-
tries.

Attending Harrogate in January 96 will be a true learning experience.

SEPTEMBER QUESTIONS

1. Which new company has recently booked over 20 square
metres at the show?
2.With which Institute is BIGGA holding a Chairman of the
Green/Secretaries course?
Normal competition rules apply

First prize: Return rail travel from anywhere in the UK plus
three nights accommodation at a top hotel in Harrogate and
entry to all the education seminar sessions.

Second prize: Return rail travel from anywhere in the UK,
two nights accommodation in a top Harrogate hotel and entry
to all education seminar sessions.

Third prize: One night’s accommodation in a top Harrogate
hotel and entry to all education seminar sessions.

The Art of Grass

BARENBRUG

33 Perkins Road,
Rougham Industrial Estate
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9NW

Tel: 01359 270766 Fax: 01359 271021
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SENDVIARSH

TRACTORS G O"fOCGIBBSD

MAIN AGENTS FOR

* i, LEADING SPECIALISTS IN
P  ~WaRoD- L u TURF MAINTENANCE MACHINERY
A S MARSTON MAIN DEALERS FOR
TRAILERS GRADE [1TY
Used equipment: RANSOMES
MASSEY FERGUSON 1230..........c.cccoeceueancassanses £8,500 RAN So M E s
SMALL SOIL SCREEN P.T.O. driven........c..ceuenes £100 CUSH MAN
PATTISSON power driven scarifier. 6'................. £250
FORD 1920 complete with ag. and wide turf tyres, RYAN Total Turf Care.
Lewis backhoe and loader .........ccccceereerrnnnnns £12,950

WANTED: Good, clean Massey Ferguson
Compact Tractors

The Forge, Ockham Lane, Cobham, %EG]%}%(%IS\I%TI\%DDLESEX
Surrey KT11 1LU TELEPHONE: 0181 890 5071
Tel: 01932 866626 Fax: 01932 863046 FAX: 0181 751 0108

RANGE SERVANT .. E“H“Kﬂp{n
for the best

E Intermational
in golf range

equipment This space could
be working for

you trom only

* Ball Washers %
* Dispensers %

* Ball Collectors * £75 per month.
* Play Mats x
Phone Peter Dell on Call Cal‘Ol or
0585-468624

01347 838581

4 Arden Close, Bovingdon, Herts HP3 0QS
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