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Uniform size of 
particles is essential 

in resisting 
compaction. 

Consistency of the growing 
medium is the key to superior 
greens and tees, which is why 
Rufford place such importance 
on the uniform particle size and 
the quality of all our sand/soil 
products from Rootzone mixes 
to Top-dressing mediums. 
With Rufford you know they 
must be the best, because 

• Materials are constantly 
checked. 

• All dressings are heat treated. 
• Uniform particle size. 
• Soil analysis service. 
• Guaranteed quality. 
• Professional advice. 

Of course, achieving such 
consistently high quality 
products is only possible when 
the technical aspects of each 
sand/soil mix is under the 
tightest control. 
Again an area in which Rufford 
is uniquely qualified, not only 
operating our own quarries, 
but with in-house laboratories 
constantly monitoring their 
output. 

Call us today and find out 
why greenkeepers throughout 
the country rely on Rufford 

for quality and service 
second to none. 

Top 
Dressings 

Fine,medium 
and coarse 

Sands 
Wide range, for 

bunkers to greens 
Rootzone 

Mix 
Standard U.S.G.A. or 

made to order mixes 
Screened 

Soil 
Fully screened and 

shredded 

Divot 
Mixes 

Especially blended for golf 
tees & fairway divoting 

Tel: 0161 877 8550 
Fairway House, South Stage,Broadway, Salford Quays, 

Manchester, M5 2UQ. Fax: 0161 877 8554 

Rufford 
TOP-DRESS SUPPL IES 
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WE SAY 

Seeking a middle path 
For many greenkeepers this 

has not been a good year. 
Reports to Headquarters indi-
cate that greenkeepers con-
tinue to be hauled before their 
green committees with the 
prime accusation being 'the 
state of the golf course'. There 
seems to be little regard for the 
cold days of May and June 
when the grass was not grow-
ing to be followed by a heat-
wave which in many cases 
burnt off what little grass had 
appeared. That is not to excuse 
the incompetent, idle green-
keeper but there is increasing 
concern within the Association 
at the treatment handed out by 
green committees often to men 
of vast experience where wis-
dom in greenkeeping matters 
would be difficult to deny. Fre-
quently it seems that those 
who sit on green committees, 
professionals from many walks 
of life, act in an arbitrary and 
dictatorial manner which is 
quite alien to how they con-
duct their own businesses. At 
the receiving end is the green-
keeper and the result is stress 
and disillusion. 

Greenkeepers are only too 
well aware, or should be, of 
the technical and practical 
expertise needed today to meet 
the highest standards of course 
maintenance. They labour 
under conditions unbeknown 
to their predecessors of twenty 

BIGGA in focus 
BY NEIL THOMAS 

to thirty years ago with the 
vast increase of traffic on golf 
courses and the demand for 
winter golf. The educational 
courses and programmes 
developed through BIGGA and 
the GTC in recent years have 
now set in place an educa-
tional structure which can 
accommodate greenkeepers at 
all levels. Even the mature 
greenkeeper, without preten-
sions to attend college, is 
catered for through the 
Accreditation of Prior Learning 
(APL) Scheme as a means of 
recognising the experience of 
the years. In this day and age 
greenkeepers can only stand 
still at their peril. I believe that 
the great majority of green-
keepers well understand the 
need to move forward and do 
seek the support of their clubs 
to this end. This support is not 

always forthcoming and some-
times reluctantly given. Many 
clubs still need to recognise 
that the golf course is without 
doubt their greatest asset and 
that their most valuable 
employees are, in fact, their 
greenkeepers. The educational 
processes include courses in 
communication and in this key 
area there is hope for the 
future. For surely it is the 
breakdown in communication 
which is often the root cause of 
the greenkeeper's problems 
with his green committee. 
Sometimes this breakdown is 
pre-empted by a failure of the 
greenkeeper to communicate 
with the golf club membership. 
Slowly but surely the quality of 
the training now provided is 
reflected in the growing confi-
dence of the greenkeeper to 
communicate with the mem-
bership, initially in one-to-one 
situations and through judi-
cious use of the club's notice-
board. Equally there is 
increasing evidence of the 
enlightened golf club allowing 
its Course Manager/Head 
Greenkeeper to address meet-
ings of the general member-
ship regarding the 
maintenance of the golf course 
and his role within the club. 

Some Course Managers/ 
Head Greenkeepers stand 
accused of lack of management 
expertise, and this after many 
years service. One is moved to 
ask exactly what has been 
going on during those years. If 
the employee concerned has 
stood still why has the club 
allowed that to happen? If the 
employee has sought to 
enhance his expertise has the 
club offered assistance towards 
his training and if not, why 
not? More often than not in 
these situations there are two 
sides to the argument and 
there needs to be a meeting of 
minds and compromise. I am 
not seeking to defend those 
who fail to meet acceptable 
standards. It is my belief, how-
ever, that even in this day and 
age most greenkeepers, by the 
very. nature of their calling, 
remain industrious and con-
cerned, as a matter of profes-
sional pride, to present their 

golf courses to the best possi-
ble standard. They can be frus-
trated by lack of resources and 
equally by the reluctance of 
clubs to budget for and sup-
port their training needs. Some 
clubs even object to their 
employees joining BIGGA as 
their professional association. 
Such restrictions are unneces-
sary and indeed clearly not in 
a golf club's interests. The 
enhancement of knowledge 
must ultimately lead to higher 
standards of greenkeeping, 
better-maintained golf courses 
and the plaudits of the mem-
bers. I'm sure that green com-
mittees do not enjoy having 
members complaining any 
more than greenkeepers enjoy 
incurring the wrath of green 
committees. There has to be a 
better way of running the 
show. 

My plea therefore is for bet-
ter communication, coopera-
tion and understanding. 
Unemployed greenkeepers rep-
resent the worst possible sce-
nario - most certainly for the 
individuals and equally cer-
tainly for the golf clubs who 
have to find successors who 
may or may not be more com-
petent than the individuals 
being replaced. Whatever the 
rights and wrongs of dismissals 
in the current year, it reflects 
no credit on the game of golf 
and there has to be a better 
way forward. It lies in educa-
tion and training, in concilia-
tion rather than confrontation 
and in an ability for those 
vested with green committee 
responsibilities to take the 
broad rather than narrow view 
in understanding the pressures 
under which the modern 
greenkeeper has to operate as 
well as respecting his ever-
increasing skills and knowl-
edge. 

Travel with BIGGA to the GCSAA 
Conference and Show in Orlando, 
February 1996 see Page 9 

George Brown, 
Course Manager at 
Turnberry: 
"Learn to eat 
humble pie. You 
often have to do 

something that you don't 
really want to do." 



NEWS 
SPECIAL REPORT 

The driest summer since 
records began in 1727 has 

seen golf courses, many already 
suffering hosepipe bans, bracing 
themselves for the potentially 
catastrophic impact of Drought 
Orders. 

With normally lush courses 
turning yellower by the day and 
many already surviving on 
rationed water supplies the prob-
ability of a total ban by Drought 
Order on "non essential use" -
which includes golf clubs - could 
see courses close and/or their 
greens being lost to the drought. 

A spokesman for Yorkshire 
Water, one of the first companies 
to seek an Order, said that there 
would need to be a "significant 
amount" of rainfall before the 
need for the Order could be 
removed. 

"Because of the British climate 
we work to fairly wide parame-
ters but we are getting near to 
the edge at the moment. We have 
hit a level of water stocks we 
would not expect to hit until 
much later in the summer," 
explained the spokesman. 

Yorkshire as a whole is perhaps 
the worst hit area in the country 
with 40% of expected rainfall 
over the last four months and 
West Yorkshire the worst in in 
Yorkshire with only 20% of 
expected rainfall between April 
and July. 

Graham Hollingworth, Head 
Greenkeeper of Horsforth GC in 
Leeds, said that if the Drought 
Order came into effect it would 
be a disaster. 

"We would have to close the 
course or at the very least move 
to temporary greens. As a green-
keeper I would prefer to close the 
course because even now there is 
damage done on the fairways. 

"I was here in 1976 and it was 
bad then but this is as bad as it 
could get.". 

Ron Bramley, Secretary of Ful-
ford GC in York, said that they 
had the benefit of a borehole 
from which they are allowed to 
take a million gallons between 
March and September with the 
authorisation of the water author-
ities. 

Pat Murphy, Head Greenkeeper 
at usually lush Shipley GC, said 
that the streams which came 

down from the hills beside the 
course had totally dried up. 

"We would normally cut our 
fairways three times a week but I 
can't remember the last time we 
did them," he explained. 

Christopher Hodge, Secretary 
of Keighley GC, said that they 
had been taking water out of a 
local river but that the National 
River Authority was often stop-
ping them. "I call them every day 
and if the level is 30 millimetres 
below a certain mark we are not 
allowed to take. If we are stopped 
we are currently allowed to use 
the domestic supply but that will 
stop if the Drought Order comes. 

"We are letting our greens 
grow longer sometimes going 

from Tuesday to Saturday with-
out cutting them. We are just 
keeping them alive watering 
them five minutes every evening, 
but if the Drought Order comes 
into effect we will just lose the 
greens. We can't really move to 
temporaries as our fairways are 
also so bad." 

Clubs which had invested in 
tree planting projects in recent 
months were seeing many young 
trees die off before having a 
chance to establish themselves. 

One potential solution to the 
threat of losing greens comes 
from South African-born 
agronomist Gordon Jaaback who 
has experience of working in arid 
conditions. 

"I would suggest a light cover-
ing of straw over the greens 
pinned down with a net. This lets 
the light through and holds in the 
moisture, stopping evaporation," 
explained Gordon, who has also 
written a water management arti-
cle on Page 15 in this issue. 

"It must be wheat, not grass, 
straw and I would say that you 
would need two or three bales 
per green. 

"Obviously while the greens are 
covered up you could still play off 
temporaries," he explained. 

As Greenkeeper International 
went to press, and with the dry 
spell expected to continue, more 
water companies were seeking 
Drought Orders. 



So trustworthy, 
you could call it Fido. 

Over the last fifteen years, 

greenkeepers and groundsmen have 

come to rely on good old Super 

Mosstox. 

Always effective and reliable, Super 

Mosstox jus t gets straight on with 

the job of controlling moss - on fine 

tur f or hard surface areas. 

And it's jus t as good today as i t s 

always been. So when moss makes 

an unwelcome comeback, jus t 

remember faithful old Fido. It won't 

let you down. 

Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119. 
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) 

DISTRIBUTED BY; 
Banbridge, Co. Down 
James Coburn & Sons Ltd. 
Tel: 018206 62207 

a d B i rmingham 
REF E.T. Breakwell Ltd. 

59 Tel: 0121 733 3344 
Bournemouth 
Roffey Brothers Ltd. 
Tel: 01202 537777 

Bristol 

Avoncrop Amenity Products. 
Tel: 01934 820868 
Cheshire 
County Crops Ltd. (Amenity Division) 
Tel: 01925 758886 
Co. Dublin 
Unichem Ltd. 
Tel: 01 835 1499 
Colchester, Essex 
Kings Horticulture Ltd. 
Tel: 01787 223300 

Dubl in 
Spray Chem Ltd. 
Tel: 01 830 9099 
Glasgow 
Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd. 
Tel: 0141 440 0033 
Home Counties 
Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd. 
Tel: 01508 528828 
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd. 
Tel: 01256 811811 

Kent 
Eden Park Ltd. 
Tel: 01795 471583 
Lancashire 
Gem Professional. 
Tel: 01254 393321 
Midloth ian 
Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd. 
Tel: 0131 663 6617 

Shropshire 
Amenity Land Services Ltd. 
Tel: 01952 641949 
Suffo lk 
R.E. Rushbrook & Son. 
Tel: 01473 830273 
Yorkshire 
Aitken's Sportsturf Ltd. 
Tel: 01977 681155 

RHONE-POULENC 



French 
seminar 
puts you 
in picture 
Packages are available to 
attend the International 
Exhibition for Maintenance 
and Upkeep of Golf Courses 
in Orleans, France, on 
November 18-20. 

The packages which 
include three nights bed and 
breakfast at the Novotel 
Hotel in Orleans, lunch on 
Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday, buffet dinner on 
Friday and gala dinners with 
entertainment on Saturday 
and Sunday nights and 
entrance to the exhibitions, 
entrance to the lectures and 
all transfers fromthe hotel to 
the exhibiton and 
restaurants costs 1760 
French francs 
(approximately £220) 
another 600 francs for a 
single room. A simultaneous 
translation of the lectures in 
English will be made if there 
are sufficient non-French 
participants. Otherwise 
transcripts will be provided. 

Lectures include "Weed 
control of summer grasses" 
by agronomist JM Calderon-
Rodriguez; "Time 
Management" by a speaker 
from the Business European 
Centre; "Irrigation Water 
Quality" by course designer 
Didier Comte; "Speed of the 
Greens" by agronomist Abdo 
Badra and "Safety, European 
Norms (material, phyto-
sanitary products, users" by 
Christian Pisseau, of the 
National course in Paris. 

Less formal events include 
a golf tournament at Bordes 
GC, a rugby match in Orleans 
and the gala dinners which 
are a "Mexican" evening and 
a "French Cancan" evening. 

For further information 
contact M. Jean-Luc Duclos 
Tel: 00 331 3475 8790 Fax: 
00 331 3475 8789. 

Working for the good of the fine turf industry 

The second part of our prize 
competition is on Page 29 

Owen's now in 
charge of the 
Duke's Course 
Owen Browne, Head Greenkeeper 
at the new Duke's Course in St 
Andrews - pictured - has been 
promoted to Course Manager. 

Originally from Melbourne in 
Australia Owen was originally 
employed by Greenmaw (UK) as 
one of the construction team 
working on the course and specifi-
cally involved in the construction 
of the greens, tees and bunkers as 
well as the installation of the irri-
gation system. 

He was promoted to Head 
Greenkeeper in November '93 and 
was involved in the interviewing 

and directing of staff and the 
establishment and maintenance of 
all turf and landscape areas. 

In his new postion Owen's 
duties will also include the on-
going maintenance and continued 
growing in of the new par-72 
course and ensuring that the play-
ing conditions laid down by 
course designer Peter Thomson 
are adhered to. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of 
York attended the opening of the 
courses just prior to The Open 
Championship at St Andrews in 
July. 

FLYING DIVOTS 
• Nigel Tyler has been 
appointed Technical Sales 
Representative to the Amenity 
Division of County Crops Ltd. 
He was previously employed 
by Rufford Top Dress 
Supplies Ltd. 
• Geoff Walley has been 
appointed Head Greenkeeper 
at the new Mobberley GC. 
near Manchester. 
• Tony Dunstan, Course 
Manager at Mill Hill GC, 
Barnet, London has achieved 
his TDLB D32 and D33 
assessor award at Oakland 
College, St Albans. 
• Club Car has signed a 
deal to continue as the official 
golf car supplier to the PGA 
until the year 2001, the PGA's 
centenary. 

The new agreement is for 
10 Club Cars for use by the 
PGA's seven regions and 
national headquarter's field 
staff at pro-ams and 
tournaments. 
• The first edition of the Golf 
Owners Operators and 
Developers Directory has just 
been launched. It is aimed at 
giving a comprehensive list of 
all suppliers to the golf 
industry. It carries the names 
of 549 companies and 
classifies the services and 
products which they offer 
under 241 different headings. 

It can be purchased direct 
from the publishers, Golf 
Business Communications 
Ltd, 5/7 High St, Dorchester-
on-thames, Oxfordshire OX10 
7HH for £15 inclusive of 
postage. For further 
information call 01865 
341580. 
• In August's issue we stated 
that Mike Ardley, was the 
Head Greenkeeper at 
Braintree Golf Club. The 
Head Greenkeeper at 
Braintree is, fact, Kevan 
Sharpe who has been with 
the club for 17 years. 
Apologies for any 
embarrassment caused by 
the error. 

David walden, 
Greenkeeper of the 
Year. Thorpe Wood 
and Orton 
Meadows in 
Peterborough: 

"Always try and better 
yourself. Never stand still 
and never think you've done 
learning." 

NEWS 
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LINKS LEISURE 
PRO-TEE ALL-WEATHER 

GOLF MAT 
Robust, 
durable 
GRC base 
with three 
replaceable 
artificial turf 
sections. 

The ideal 
substitute 
for the 
natural 
grass tee. 
Tel: 01948 663002 or Fax 01948 666381 

for details 

INTRODUCING 
THE 

ROYALE 
CAST A L U M I N I U M 

BALL WASHER 
* As seen a t St A n d r e w s * 

• P lunger Style • 
* Easily M a i n t a i n e d * 

* Inexpens ive Replacement 
Parts • 

* UK M a n u f a c t u r e d • 
* O p t i o n a l Tee Console * 

* Un iversa l Fi tment * 
For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n cal l o u r Sales 

Desk o r y o u r A r e a Represen ta t i ve : 

East D a v i d H a w k i n s 0 8 5 0 6 3 3 2 2 7 
N o r t h Peter M a r s h a l l 0 8 5 0 6 3 3 2 2 8 
South B r ian W i l l m o t t 0 8 5 0 6 3 3 2 2 9 
W e s t Rober t Lewis 0 8 5 0 6 3 3 2 3 0 

H. PATTISSON & CO LTD, 342 SELBOURNE 
ROAD, LUTON, BEDS LU4 8NU 

TEL: 0 1 5 8 2 5 9 7 2 6 2 FAX: 0 1 5 8 2 5 0 5 2 4 1 
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"TUFF TIE " 
DIVOT ANCHORS 

A new concept in Fairway maintenance promoting 
a rapid recovery in the re-rooting of replaced divots. 

Designed to resist disturbance by birds and Course 
machinery, etc. 

Anchoring divots during the Autumn and Winter 
dramatically reduces re-seeding in the Spring. 

Available from Golf Distributors in accessories who 
will be showing "TUFF TIES" at SALTEX for the 
very first time. 

Designed and Manufactured in England by "NewArt" 
3 Totteridge Village, London N 2 0 8 N X 

Tel: 0181-445 1603 

AD 
REF 
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INDUSTRIAL 
ENGINES LTD 
For all your engine and spares 
requirements from stock 

Tel: 0181-946 4244 
Fax: 0181-947 2595 

261-269 Coombe Lane, Wimbledon, London SW20 0RH 
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College's 
trophies 
to nine of 
the best 
Oatridge College in Broxburn, 
West Lothian, at the end of the 
summer term saw nine students 
collect awards in greenkeeping 
and groundsmanship. 

They were, standing from left, 
Jamie Martin, David Roy, Alistair 
McLean, David Atkinson and 
David Bryans. Seated, from left, 
Pamela Quin, Matthew Thomson, 
Derek Hunter and Thomas 
Meenagh. 

GCSAA Conference and Show, Orlando, February 5-11, 1996 

BIGGA's trip 
of a lifetime! 
As in previous years BIGGA is offering you the 
opportunity to travel with us to the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America's 67th 
International Golf Course Conference and Show at 
the Orange County Convention Centre, Orlando, 
Florida from February 5-11, 1996. 

The BIGGA party will assemble at Gatwick Air-
port on Sunday, February 4 for departure to 
Orlando at 12.30pm. BIGGA is able to offer 
accommodation at the Holiday Inn, Gatwick at a 
cost of £39 per person for any members wishing to 
stay over the night before departure. 

The Clarion Plaza Hotel, chosen by BIGGA to 
accommodate our party, offers excellent amenities 
including a heated swimming pool and whirlpool, 
three in-house restaurants, live entertainment and 
a night club. The Clarion Plaza has the added con-
venience of being a co-exhibitor hotel and is 
based next to the Convention Centre. 

The GCSAA Conference and Show takes place 
between February 5-11 with the trade show on 
February 9-11. You will have the opportunity to 
attend educational seminars, programmes and the 
trade show bringing you up-to-date information on 
golf course management, technology and the lat-
est trends in turfgrass management. 

ITINERARY 
Sunday, February 4 
AH participants will assemble at Gatwick Airport, 
for the 12.30pm direct flight with Virgin Airlines to 
Orlando arriving at 16.40 local time. The group will 
then transfer to the Clarion Plaza Hotel for a nine 
night stay on a room only basis. 
Tuesday, February 13 
Transfer to the Orlando International Airport for the 
direct flight at 19.10 arriving at London Gatwick at 
08.15am on Wednesday, February 14. 

PRICES 
£530 per person based on twin shares or £710. 
per person based on single room accommodation. 

Plus comprehensive travel insurance for the 
duration of £55. Included are: Return economy 
class flights Gatwick to Orlando, UK and US taxes, 
transfers to and from the airport to the Clarion 
Plaza Hotel, nine nights accommodation based on 
room only and US accommodation taxes. 

Please note: Registration costs for the Pre Con-
ference Seminars which run from February 5-8 
and for the Education Programme which runs from 
February 8-11 are not included in the package 
and bookings need to be made direct with the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America. 
Details are available from BIGGA upon request. 

Please forward full payment of £585 or £765 
(unless travel insurance is not required), adding 
£39 if accommodation is required for the night of 
February 3, to BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, 
Alne, York, Y06 2NF to arrive by Friday, November 
17 at the latest, together with name, address and 
contact telephone number. 

The trip to Orlando will also give you the chance to see the 
sights: but there's nothing Mickey Mouse about the GCSAA 
s h o w - i t 's t h e b e s t t h e r e is. Picture: Walt Disney Company 

Home 
studying 
gives Alan 
a chance 
of NVQ 
success 

The Welsh College 
of Horticulture 
NVQ Amenity 
Horticulture 
Home Study Pro-
gramme has 
proved a huge 
success for 

Germany-based Alan Walton, 
pictured. 

Alan, who has been in Ger-
many since 1986, is currently 
Assistant Head Greenkeeper at 
Sennelager GC in Lissspringe. 

"I had decided not to go to 
German college because I 
wanted to see if the standard of 
greenkeeping education in 
Britain was as good as reputed," 
said 33 year-old Alan. "I was 
pleased to discover the Welsh 
College of Horticulture and its 
home learning modules for NVQ 
Level 2 status. 

"It must be said though that 
due to the level of information 
and competence required that 
only a relatively experienced 
greenkeeper can hope to do 
this course in the time I have 
done it. A total of six months 
studying and three weeks at col-
lege is not a long time for some-
one starting from scratch." 

Graham Wright, the Green-
keeping Courses Co-ordinator 
said that the Home Study Pro-
gramme allows the student to 
study at his or her own pace; 
study technical papers in an 
easy to read format and achieve 
NVQ Level 2. 

"The potential users of the 
programmes are people who 
are part of rural golf clubs with 
small staff, greenkeepers who 
are apprehensive of college 
courses or living overseas, small 
companies unable to release 
staff for training courses or peo-
ple undergoing a career 
change," explained Graham. 

Anyone seeking further infor-
mation on the home learning 
programme should contact Gra-
ham Wright on 01352 840861. 
• The Greenkeepers Training 
Committee is now an approved 
centre for NVQs: for details call 
01347 838640. 



Richard Barker finds a bit of trouble on the final day One of the St Annes Old Links water ing holes 

The National Tournament saw a record 
entry and record temperatures. 
Scott MacCallum was on hand to record 
events. 

The National Tournament, major sponsor 
Miracle Amenity Care, has long been 

renowned for its weather. Over the years our 
intrepid men have coped with most that 
mother nature could possibly throw at them 
but this year they almost had to give best to 
some of the hottest conditions any British 
greenkeeper could expect from the north west 
coast of England in July. 

From the relative comfort of the St Annes 
Old Links Clubhouse we counted them out 

and some five hours later counted them back 
again looking as though they were, not finely 
tuned golfing machines but, overweight jock-
eys who'd been forced to sweat it out in the 
sauna prior to the big race. 

It wasn't conventional galleries our men had 
watching them as they struggled manfully 
around the magnificent links course but rabid 
canines and anglophiles who'd happened out 
around noon. 

The Monday night Lancashire Hot Pot 
evening was amended to become Lancashire 
Cold Salad evening and the "set in stone" club 
rules calling for jackets and ties to be worn 
after 8pm were finally relaxed allowing the 
oxygen supplies delivered by the local 
paramedics to be returned only half used. 

Several players thought they'd become 
delirious and seen a mirage through the heat 
haze on the final day only to discover it was 
just Clive Higgenbottom dispensing drinks 
from his 4x4. 

If you are catching my drift you'll appreciate 
that it was rather warm at St Annes Old Links 
for the Miracle Amenity Care National Tour-
nament this year. 

In many ways the stars of the week were 
Geoff Whittle and his team who produced a 
course in magnificient condition belying the 
fact that there had been fewer drops of rain 
over the course in the past few months than 
new jokes in Frank Carson's Blackpool sum-
mer show. Incidentally Frank and Eddie 
Large, Vaudeville (summer) members at St 




