
SISIS have been producing aerators since the 1930's and can 
now offer you the widest possible choice from a range of 
seventeen models. 

From the simple hand fork to tractor mounted deep slitters, 
vertical aerators and the Powadrill, SISIS aerators offer a 
choice of tines and working depths from 76mm to 305mm. 

We've spent 60 years perfecting our craft. If you'd like to know 
more send for fully illustrated leaflets to. 

SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD: Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2LZ. Tel: 01625-503030 Fax: 427426 
SISIS Centre In Scotland: The Roundel, Middlefield Ind. Estate, Falkirk FK2 9HG. Tel: 01324-629635 Fax: 01324-632894 
SISIS Centre In USA: SISIS Inc, Florida 

"All SISIS machines are designed, patented 
and manufactured in Gt. Britain" 

sisis 

A NEW S I A N T ON A E R A T O R S 
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E CUTTING E DC E 
» Arkley Golf Club 
> Ashbury Golf Club 
> Beadlow Manor G&CC 
> Bramley Golf Club 
>Caldy Golf Club 
> Carnoustie Golf Links 
• Carvoeira Golfe SA (Algarve) 
* Cavendish Golf Club 
• Cawdor Golf Club 
• Charleslands Leisure (Co Wicklow) 
• Chirk Castle Golf Course 
»Clitheroe Golf Club 
»Collingtree Leisure 
• Crompton & Royton Golf Club 

Jupiter. 
42" capacity 
Mower 
Cylinder and 
Bottom 
Blade 
Grinding 
Machine. 
A truly 
'precision' 
grinder, built 
to last half a 
century. 
Used and 
preferred by 
Professionals. 

* Delapre Golf Complex 
> Eaton Golf Club 
> Ely City Golf Club 
»Glenbervie Golf Club 
> Gleneagles Hotel 
> Goring and Streetley Golf Club 
» Haggs Castle Golf Club 
»Harpenden Golf Club 
» Harrow School Golf Club 
»Hellidon Lakes G&CC 
»Kinross (Green Hotel) 
»Leashowe Golf Club 
»Leek Golf Club 
> Lingfield Park 

• Lymm Golf Club 
• Malone Golf Club 
• Massereene Golf Club 
• •Mere G&CC 
• Milltown Golf Club (Dublin) 
• Mold Golf Club 
• Mount Murray Golf Club (IOM) 
• Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club 
• Newbury & Crookham Golf Club 
• Newcastle-under-Lyme Golf Club 
• Northwood Golf Club 
• Omonde Fields Golf Club 
• Piltdown Golf Club 
• Pineridge Golf Club 

• Ponteland Golf Club 
• Preston Golf Club 
• Rowlands Castle Golf Club 
• Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club 
• Royal Dornoch Golf Club 
• Royal Liverpool Golf Club 
• Royston Golf Club 
• Rye Golf Club 
• Sherborne Golf Club 
• St Andrews Links Trust 
• Slaley Hall G&CC 
• South Moor Golf Club 
• Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club 

• Tehidy Park Golf Course 
• Telford Golf Club 
• Temple Golf Club 
• The Berkshire Golf Club 
• The Vale G&CC 
• Turnberry Hotel 
• Tyneside Golf Club 
• Wellingborough Golf Club 
• West Herts Golf Club 
• West Sussex Golf Club 
• Whitecraigs Golf Club 
• Worplesdon Golf Club 

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS: 
"Every forward thinking Golf Club should 
have a Juno in their workshop, a truly 
excellent machine." Mr Mark Jones, Head 
Greenkeeper, Preston Golf Club. 

"The Juno is an essential piece of equipment 
for any golf course workshop." Mr Alistair 
Connel, Course Manager, Collingtree Club 
(formerly Course Manager at Cawdor Golf Club). 

"It is the best piece of machinery this course 
has ever invested In, a fine machine that I 
would recommend to anyone." Mr John 
Bashford, Head Greenkeeper of the Green Hotel 
Golf Course, The Kinross Estate. 

"A quality machine that gives a superb finish 
to our cylinders, and saves money." Mr Derek 
Green, Head Greenkeeper of Royal Liverpool 
Golf Club. 

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD 
HOBSON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BURNOPFIELD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 
NE16 6EB. TEL: (01207) 270316 FAX: (01207) 270312 

ALAN SHEPARD PLAYED GOLF ON THE MOON 

W e helped put him there! 
Almagard, just one of Lubrication 
Engineers' exclusive wear reducing 
additives, has been used on every 
US space launch. This advanced 
technology is now available for use in 

the turf management business. Our 
extensive range of products and 
services are designed to reduce Golf 
Course operating costs, improve 

» X 

efficiency and protect the equipment 
you rely upon. To recieve a product 
brochure or further details call us 
free, now! 
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Other titles also available at rock bottom prices for Greenkeeper International readers 
and BIGG A members - call Samantha Flint at BIGGA HQ for details on 01347838581 

rÒRDER FORM "* 
I Please supply copy/copies of Wastewater Reuse for Golf Course Irrigation at the special 
j price of £33 per copy including post and packing 
j Please supply copy/copies of Managing Turfgrass Pests at the special price of £43 per copy 
j including post and packing. 

\ I enclose cheque payable to BIGGA for £ OR I wish to pay by credit card. Please debit my 

\ Access/Visa (delete as appropriate) for £ Card No: 

i Expiry date: Signature: 

i Name: 
i 

Address: 

i 
^Return to BIGGA, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, North Yorkshire Y06 2NF. 

STRI get a new 
man at the top 
Dr Mike Canaway will take over 
as Chief Executive of the Sports 
Turf Research Institute on the 
retirement of the present Direc-
tor, Dr Peter Hayes at the begin-
ning of June (see Page 50). 

A graduate in Plant Biology 
from the University College of 
North Wales, Bangor Dr Canaway 
arrived at the STRI in 1974 after 
working in agricultural grassland 
research in Aberdeen. He worked 
initially as a Research Officer 
before being promoted first to 
Senior Research Officer in 1983 
and to Assistant Director in 1988. 

He has conducted research into 
wear tolerance of turf grasses 

developing a machine widely 
used for trials; grass mixtures, 
fertilisers, construction, playing 
quality, mechanical equipment, 
establishment, rootzone amend-
ments and reinforcement systems. 

He also submitted a doctoral 
thesis by part-time study to the 
University of Liverpool as a cul-
mination of his research work 
and was awarded a PhD in 
December last year. 

He is a Chartered Biologist, 
Member of the Institute of Biol-
ogy, member of the Institute of 
Horticulture and UK Director of 
the International Turfgrass Soci-
ety. 

THE BEST PRICES for 
BRILLIANT BOOKS for 
readers of 6RIENKIEPIR 

International 

warm season grasses, growing 
conditions, symptoms and identification. 

With 72 colour photo and over 100 illustrations, this is an 
essential handbook for all sportsturf managers, including golf greenkeepers. 
Hardback, 336pp: usual price £49, 
SPECIAL PRICE to Greenkeeper International readers: £36 

Hornsea Golf Club, winner of the '95 Golf Foundation Prize draw, has 
taken delivery of its brand new Kubota ride-on mower from the spon-
sor of the draw Kubota. In the 10 years that Hornsea GC has been tak-
ing part in the Golf Foundation Charity Prize Draw, the club has raised 
almost £10,000 for the Foundation in a series of special events. Kub-
ota (UK) Ltd has been sponsoring the annual draw by donating a ride-
on mower worth over £8,000 as a prize for the last eight years. 

Management of Turfgrass 
Diseases 
Written by one of the leading 
international lecturers on turfgrasses and 
completely revised and updated. 
Management of Turfgrass Diseases 
offers information on maintaining a 
healthy turf and identifying turf 
diseases and discusses many different 
approaches to turf management. 
Packed with practical solutions to 
everyday problems and with 
valuable tips on irrigation and 
fertilisation. There's also plenty of 
information on fungal, bacterial 
and viral diseases, cool and 

Managing Turfgrass Pests 
Stefan Antolik, head greenkeeper at Cooden 
Beach Golf Club, East Sussex, reviewed this 
book in February's Greenkeeper 
International, saying: "I found the section 
on Turfgrass Diseases to be of much 
interest, especially the cultural practices 
and the environmental and biological 
control methods... As a result of all 
the recent concern about the 
environment, it seems that more and 
more greenkeepers will need to 
revert back to cultural practices..." 
Contents include: • Monitoring 
disease and establishing 
thresholds • Diseases 
categorised by season 
• Seeding diseases and 
damping off • Factors 
associated with fungicide use • Turf insects 
and mite management 
• Vertebrate animal pests of turf. 
Hardback, 400pp: usual price £57.50, 
SPECIAL PRICE to Greenkeeper International readers: £43 

Kubota prize for Hornsea 

The far eastern connection 
Staff from Ransomes in 
the UK spread their 
wings recently in a bid to 
attract new customers. 
They travelled to the 
Singapore Island Coun-
try Club to demonstrate 
a range of equipment to 
more than 40 managers 
and greenkeepers from 

throughout Australasia. The 
effort and travelling proved worthwhile with a range of 

machinery being sold to a new club being built in China while 
other demonstrations were arranged for specific machines for 
clubs in Australia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and Taiwan. 



Guardian 
of the 

Links Walter Woods is gearing up 
for his fourth and final Open 
Championship - and his 
course is already in great 
shape. Scott MacCallum 
reports from St Andrews 

There are some jobs which are the ultimate 
in their field. I'm not talking about being 

paid vast sums for doing not a lot or even one 
of those bizarre jobs which we know don't 
really exist but for which we've had a secret 
hankering anyway - like Chief Sun Tan Lotion 
Applier on Baywatch. 

No, I mean a job where you are in constant 
touch with greatness and gives you the chance 
to leave your mark in some small way. There 
are a few people lucky enough to have one of 
these jobs - keeper of the Crown Jewels; 
mechanic on a Williams Renault Formula 1 
car; trainer for the Brazilian football team; 
editor of Greenkeeper International; chef at the 
Savoy Hotel; caddie to Laura Davies. All of 
these positions give the holder a privileged 
chance to walk in the shadow of greatness and 
in some small way help it along its way. 

Another of the jobs belongs to Walter 

Walter and Head Greenkeeper 
Eddie Adams discuss the work ahead 

Woods who, as Links Superintendent at St 
Andrews, is guardian of the most revered 
stretches of golfing land in the world. During 
his 21 years at St Andrews Walter has seen his 
greenkeeping skills not only come of age but 
mature to the extent that he is one of the most 
respected figures in the business. 

Approaching his fourth, and final, Open 
Championship - he retires at the end of the 
year - Walter is confident that the man who 
joins his elite club of Champions - Jack Nick-
laus, Seve Ballesteros and Nick Faldo - will 
have climbed to the peak of the leaderboard 
on a course as close to perfection as nature 
would allow 

"There is something about the Old Course 
which brings out the best in the best player of 
the time and they always appreciate the way 
the course is set up and hopefully it will be the 
same this time," said Walter in his office deep 
in the heart of the hallowed links. 

"Coming up to my fourth Open I worry 
about it just as much as I did the first. I've 
been lucky to have had good Opens and touch 
wood I'll have another one again but the pres-
sure is so much greater now than it was in my 
first Open in '78. Just look at the amount of 
money riding on it. It attracts millions to an 
area, possibly as much as £15 million to this 
area, and there can be so much riding on just 
one putt. 

"It means huge responsibility on the green-
keeper. If the tented village blows down it can 
be put up again but if there is something 
wrong with the course it can crucify you." 

You get a strong feeling of cautious confi-
dence talking to Walter about The Open 
because he knows that however much you 
prepare and no matter how good you are it 
can sometimes go wrong. 

With an Open Championship, however, 
there is very little left to chance thanks to the 
R&A and its hugely experienced staff who 
offer as much back-up as any greenkeeper 
could possibly want. 

From two years before the Championship 
the greenkeeper is working closely with the 
R&A and its team with the emphasis very 
much on working together as a team. 

"You won't get the R&A stipulating width of 
fairway or speed of the green for a champi-
onship. The Championship committee meets 
the greenkeeper many months before and will 
ask his opinion about how he thinks the 
course should set up. If the committee has 
anything to say it will do so right there and 
then. The R&A has its own agronomist and he 
is very knowledgeable and experienced. He's 
got a broad outlook on all the championship 
courses. 

"The greenkeeper is ultimately responsible 
but he gathers knowledge from every area. 
When it comes to your greens you know that 
they have got to be firm and that the grass has 
got to be on the lean hungry side during the 
tournament. 

"The only thing that can create a problem is 
the weather and you have to be prepared to 
expect anything to happen and be in a posi-
tion to cope. Forecasting is extremely good 
nowadays but on a links the wind can whip up 
suddenly and dry the course out very quickly," 
said Walter, before adding that at St Andrews 
they have wall to wall irrigation and a huge 
357,000 gallon reservoir to draw on. 

This year a radical new technique has been 
applied to ensure that the course will be seen 
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at its best for the Championship. 
"At St Andrews we always attract a lot of 

visitors. It's the home of golf and people from 
all over the world want to come and play and 
divots are one of our biggest problems. A few 
years ago Carnoustie began using astrotuf 
mats and we thought we'd follow suit. We use 
an oblong piece of astroturf a foot by six 
inches and a tee peg in it and the players carry 
them with them and this has helped us quite 
dramatically, because our fairways are virtu-
ally divot free.They are looking quite different 
from anything I've ever seen. They are 
absolutely perfect." 

The mats have led to some strange sights on 
the Old Course with some innocent visitors 
using them on the greens and even in bunkers 
while many mats have joined tins of short-
bread and tartan bonnets as valued souvenirs. 

Walter is lucky to have a fine team of young 
greenkeepers working under him who will all 
be available to add weight to the Open prepa-
rations in addition to their own work on the 
other St Andrews courses. 

"I've got five head greenkeepers and they 
are responsible for their own course through 
me. Eddie Adams is Head Greenkeeper for the 
Old Course." 

Born and bred in St Andrew Eddie began 
his career in St Andrews and he works closely 
with Walter. 

"I've groomed Eddie to think on the tradi-

tional lines and he now thinks how I think," 
Walter chuckles. "He's learned the old fash-
ioned ways. For instance when we spread fer-
tiliser we don't use a spreader we do it by 
hand. I've taught all my young men to spread 
by hand. 

"You might think it dirty and slow but it 
keeps your fertiliser down to a minimum, is a 
skilful way of applying it and you're guaran-
teed not to make a mistake. The one way a 
greenkeeper is sure to lose his job is to make a 
mistake. So you do everything on a champi-
onship course with patience with skill and 
how you are taught from the people who have 
done it before. Now Eddie has learned those 
things he puts it into practice and he is com-
ing into a championship with a great deal of 
responsibility." 

During the Championship Walter will also 
have the help of the BIGGA Greenkeeping 
Support team consisting of 45 British green-
keepers, two from Sweden and one from the 
USA who walk with every match to rake 
bunkers and generally assist with the evening 
divoting. 

"The Greenkeeping Support Team started at 
the Open in '84 but when BIGGA was formed 
and took over the organising of it it has gone 
from strength to strength," said Walter, 
BIGGA's first Chairman. 

In addition to The Open every five years or 
so Walter has prepared the Old Course for ten 

Alfred Dunhill Cups which involved having 
the course in tip top shape in late October 
when many other courses are put down to 
sleep for the winter. 

"Greenkeeping has reached a stage where 
we can do virtually anything at any time. Not 
only has knowledge improved and I've learned 
from greenkeepers all over the world but huge 
strides have been made in machinery. 

"I've got triplexes which can cut beautifully. 
I've got aeration machines that can aerate 
leaving barely no marks. I've got machines 
which can aerate down to 16 inches, 
unknown years ago." 

Working at the Golfing Mecca means that 
Walter must prepare the course at the same 
time as thousands of golfers are enjoying their 
once in a lifetime visit but he doesn't see that 
as an inconvenience. 

"It gives me great of satisfaction that we can 
prepare a championship course in superb con-
dition and still be open to thousands of visitors. 
Anybody can have a great golf course if nobody 
is playing on it, but just think how great it is to 
prepare it for lots of people to enjoy golf at the 
same time. How many people have come to St 
Andrews and taken up the game?" 

It's a thought which obviously gives Walter 
great pleasure. 

P ic tu red : St A n d r e w s ' w a l l - t o - w a l l i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m 

in a c t i o n . Photographs by Scott MacCallum 



If you want a safe and easy way to mow banks 
and slopes A or to mow small confined 
areas -

t&e 

ofienato* 

KMfriol - ouctA 

%*tcU ok t£e 

not CM, a lofie, 

ctA&eie ' a*tct (Ud<z*tce 

- then you need th e^Dixon & L H o i l id ay 

Knapsack Hover Mower 
A wide range of other heads allows D & H knapsack 
machines to trim, mow, hedgecut, cultivate and much more 

rDixon & IHolliday £td. 
Uni t 2, S h e p p a r d s Fa rm, D r a y c o t t Fol iat , 

S w i n d o n , Wi l t sh i re , S N 4 QHX. 

COURSE 

Telephone :- works 01793 741173, sales 01462 700547 
Facsimile: 01793 741020 

Established 1896 

TEE OFF WITH QUALITY 
P a t t i s s o n ' s T e e M a r k e r s - a l l 

a v a i l a b l e i n B l u e , R e d , Y e l l o w 
a n d W h i t e 

* P e a r s h a p e d Tee M a r k e r * 
Solid resin, colour impregnated, virtually 

indestructible: £6.90 

• G o l f Ba l l Tee M a r k e r * 
3" diameter, dimpled solid resin, 

self coloured: £6.30 

* D e l u x e G o l f Ba l l Tee M a r k e r * 
4.5" diameter, dimpled solid resin, 

colour impregnated: £9.40 

* T r i o Tee M a r k e r s * 
2" diameter x 6.25" high PVC tube, 

can be filled: £2.65 

* V a n d a l C o n c r e t e Tee M a r k e r * 
Solid concrete with tee plate: £29.90 

* SPECIAL TEE SIGNS CAN BE MANUFACTURED TO 
YOUR SPECIFICATION • 

CALL 01582 597262 
H. PATTISSON & CO LTD, 
342 SELBOURNE ROAD, 
LUTON, BEDS LU4 8NU 

TEL: 01582 597262 FAX: 0 1 5 8 2 505241 

IT'S NEW FROM AMERICA 

- THE DR IV 

Tackles all tough, ground 
care jobs - in one easy action! 
• Cuts weeds and grass upto 3 feet high 

- even when wet! 

• 6hp petrol driven 4 stroke engine 

• 22" or 18" cut! 

• No metal blades to bend or dull 

• Moves safely and easily on 
2 big wheels - no carrying! 

• Works on slopes upto 30° 

Please send me more information about 
the new DR 1V Trimmer/Mower 

OUTDOOR 
POSTCOOE » POWER PRODUCTS 
OUTDOOR POWER PRODUCTS, DOLMAR HOUSE, CLARE STREET, DENTON, MANCHESTER M34 3LQ. 

TELEPHONE: 0161 -320 8100 FAX: 0161-335 0114 

H A W T R E E 
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS 

Since 1912 

5 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxford 0X20 1TQ 

Tel: (01993) 811976 Fax: (01993) 812448 

British Institute of Golf Course Architects 
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YOU SAY Send your le t te rs t o The Editor, Greenkeeper In ternat ional , 
A l d w a r k Manor , A ldwark , Alne, York Y06 2NF or fax t h e m on 01347 838864 

Replacing divots on tees: British views 
are sought by American eager to learn 

Comparisons make me 
think again about temporary 
greens and trolleys 
I would like to congratulate 
you on the article comparing 
Middlesbrough Municipal Golf 
Centre with its 80,000 rounds 
of golf a year and Royal Wor-
lington Golf Club, with its 350 
(some very part time) mem-
bers. It was extremely interest-
ing to read how the two Head 
Greenkeepers manage their 
courses with their different soil 
conditions and play conditions. 

However, as a greenkeeper 
at a private club where 
members have come to 
expect all year round 
golf, I feel I would like 
to raise two observa-
tions from the arti-
cle. We are situated 
on the Chiltern 
Uplands on a soil 
classed as Pebbly 
Clay. Although 
free draining 
during periods 
of excessive 
rainfall, I am very aware 
that the soil is open to com-
paction. 

I have been lucky enough to 
have played Royal Worlington 
and have to agree that it is an 
outstanding test of golf, with 
free draining firm and very 
true putting surfaces. 

However, I feel the com-
ment, "There should not be 
temporary greens anywhere in 
this country because the 
weather is not that bad. If you 
look after the greens in the 
summer, you will not need 
temporary greens in the win-
ter", is slightly unfair to green-

keepers in this country who 
need to use temporary greens. 
In the article it states that 
Royal Worlington is built on a 
superb parcel of land with a 
sandy loam soil. For this rea-
son and the fact that Royal 
Worlington only has 350 mem-
bers (many of whom only play 
once or twice a year), I can 
understand why Mr Gee does 
not need to use temporary 
greens. However, some of us 
are not as lucky as he. 

My second point con-
cerns trolley 

restr ict ions 
/ # during winter 

months. On 
some courses it 

has become a 
necessity to be 

able to restrict 
trolleys because of 

increased winter 
play. I totally agree 

that there is as much 
weight on the bottom 

of a trolley as there is 
on the bottom of a pair of feet. 
However golfers with trolleys 
will navigate a very similar 
path, leading to worn turf sur-
faces and compacted soils. 

We all realise from first hand 
experience that golf is now 
more popular than ever before, 
and courses are expected to be 
presented to higher and higher 
standards. Only with the use of 
temporary holes and trolley 
restrictions can some courses 
achieve this. 
G Bruce, Head Greenkeeper, 
Berkhamsted Golf Club 

This letter is to enquire about 
the opinion of the British and 
International Golf Greenkeepers 
Association on the subject of 
replacing divots on tees covered 
by cool-season grass (normally, I 
suppose, either creeping bent, 
Kentucky bluegrass or perennial 
ryegrass). The subject seems to 
be one of increasing disagree-
ment. Some will argue that 
golfers should replace divots on 
tees to relieve the workload for 
the greenkeeper. Personally I 
have always understood that one 
should not replace divots on 
tees, since this only leads to 
loose and inconsistent turf tex-
ture, slow play and unsatisfac-
tory recovery results due to the 
frequent scattering of divots. 

In my experience, I have found 
two general approaches to main-
tenance of tees: One is the place-
ment of soil-seed mixture in 
divot marks, carried out in 
accordance to, and immediately 
following the changing of the 
tee-markers (on a daily to 
weekly basis, depending on the 
ambitions and budget of the 
club). The other is hand plug-
ging with fresh sod from the 
greenkeepers' turf nursery (if he 
has one), also carried out after 
the tee markers have been 
shifted. However, the art and 
science of greenkeeping is a 
dynamic affair, and there may 
well be a new order of the day, 
so to speak. As a non-green-
keeper, I can therefore only hope 
to be aware and appreciative of 
the new and improved tech-
niques. I shall be looking for-
ward to hearing from you. 
James H Duncan MSc (Civ 
Eng), 106 1/2 Linn Street, 
ITHACA, NY 14850, USA 

'Illogical' ideas 
need clarification 
Apropos the article on the link 
between phosphatic fertilisers 
and annual meadow grass inva-
sion of bent/fescue turf, it does 
seem to me that the illogicality 
of Mr Laycock's views and 

deductions need to be chal-
lenged. 

The basis of greenkeeping over 
the past century or longer, that 
phosphatic fertilisers (as 
opposed to phosphates in non-

fertiliser form) encourage annual 
meadow grass invasion, is ques-
tioned. Yet this was the basis of 
the acid theory of the twenties 
(on which STRI was formed as 
the Board of Greenkeeping 

Research then) and long before 
that old greenkeepers were not-
ing the adverse effect of agricul-
tural fertilisers, including basis 
slag, applied to feed the sheep 
on the course. Their stand-by 
was soot, a purely nitrogenous 
'fertiliser'. Certainly immediately 
after the war, my colleagues and 
I at St Ives Research Station 
were advising as standard prac-
tice ammonia, blood, hoof and 
horn and iron - and that was 
only echoing what was standard 
practice, on links courses any-
way, before the war. Are we to 
dismiss the proven soundness of 
advice and practice over a cen-
tury, merely to further the gim-
mick of frequently repeated 
chemical soil analyses, which at 
best merely confirm what an 
experienced eye, be it of green-
keeper or agronomist, knows 
anyway? 

I would be the first to admit 
that many trials could be faulted 
for sloppy techniques or on tech-
nical foundations. STRI trials 
and others were not with con-
ventional root zones but with 
sand-only and it is fully accepted 
that such sterile root zones need 
not only NPK but lime and even 
trace elements, but these are 
quite atypical. Nevertheless 
there are trials (and I have read 
them in detail) where the link is 
proven, but even if this were not 
true, then hundreds of experi-
enced head men and advisers 
have first hand experience of the 
invasion of annual meadow 
grass into fine bent or fescue turf 
as a result of one incautious dose 
of complete fertiliser. 

We are told that most soils 
contain too much phosphate 
even in agricultural work. Pre-
cisely! So why apply more, wast-
ing money and producing 
negative results. There are many 
excellent examples of bent/fes-
cue greens with soil analyses 
showing 3 ppm of phosphates 
and hundreds of very bad over-
fed annual meadow grass greens 
with levels of around 1,000 ppm, 
as proven by surveys reported by 
STRI (reference Hayes, Arthur: 
'Greenkeeper'July 1986). 
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S T A N D A R D G O L F 
FOR ALL YOUR 

COURSE 
EQUIPMENT 

The rugged Pro-Line Standard Tee 
Console is designed and constructed 
to last for years. The tee data 
information sign, hole number, par, 
handicap and yardages are engraved 
on tough, resilient acrylic material, 
and the background colour of the 
sign matches the ball washer and 
litter caddie colours. You can specify 
up to four different yardages which 
should be coloured to match the tee 
markers. 
£309.59 complete PLUS VAT 

You will 
appreciate the 
classic, subtle 
beauty of our 
new Green 
Fairway Signs 
& Directional 
Arrows. The 
bright white 
type is highly 
visible and 
readable. And 
since they're 

manufactured from cast aluminium, 
they'll last for years and years. 
Fairway signs £17.31 each 
11" Directional Arrows £12.86 each 
15" Directional Arrows £23.24 each 

PLUS VAT 

Our Economy Rake is priced so low, you 
can order several for each bunker! The 
full-size 15" head is made from high-
impact, molded plastic, and the 4' bright 
yellow handle is available in wood or long 
lasting fibreglass. NB: we no longer fit 
spikes as standard. 
Complete rake w/Yellow Wood Handle: 
£4.70 each plus VAT in packs of 12 

Ask for our full colour 1995 Catalogue and Price List 

Driving Mat 1.5m x 1.5m guaranteed for 12 months 
@ £195 each (or £165 each for nine). 

Contact Paula or Lisa at: Standard Golf (UK) Limited, 
Maxwell Hart Business Centre, 

PO Box 297, Lightwater G U I 8 5HJ 
Telephone Lo-Call 0345 125398 

Fax: 01276 452616 

YOUSA I 
'It is perhaps healthy 
that the basics of our 
profession should be 
examined and indeed 
modified if the need is 
proven beyond doubt' 
From previous page 

It is admitted that applying 
phosphates on alkaline soils will 
bring in annual meadow grass, 
but today most root zones are on 
the alkaline side of neutral. Acid 
soils lock up fertiliser phosphate 
- which was the basis of the old 
acid theory - so on both counts * 
it is at best wasteful to apply 
phosphates in fertiliser form. 
Most top dressings today contain 
quite enough phosphate to meet 
the very modest nutritional 
needs of fine turf. 

It is perhaps healthy that the 
very basics of our profession 
should be examined and indeed 
modified if the need is proven 
beyond doubt. We have to accept 
that modern pressures on golf 
courses make old techniques 
impracticable, but this does not 
mean that the principles are 
wrong and one can but deplore 
the current tendency to dismiss 
all the practical experience and 
countless examples which prove 
our basic beliefs in favour of 
some modern gimmicky analyti-
cal approach which means noth-
ing. What does it profit us to 
know what the levels of certain 
plant foods are in soil or vegeta-
tion, when there is little that we 
can do to reduce levels that are 
too high. Hence my fairly jaun-
diced view on the value of chem-
ical (not physical!) analyses and 
my comment that, "The ideal pH 
is the one you have got - since it 
is hard to reduce it on greens". 
The real danger of these heresies 
is not to experienced men but to 

students and starters who may 
be encouraged to reject proven 
truths - they should listen to the 
advice that I received when I 
first joined Bingley immediately 
after the war. "We have made 
many mistakes in the past and 
you will be no exception, but for 
goodness sake do not copy the 
ones we have already made"! 
J H Arthur BSc (Agric) 

My ideas on 
moving forward 
I propose a building fund be 
adopted and all monies raised go 
directly to purchasing a building 
solely for BIGGA office use. I 
envisage two ways in which capi-
tal could be raised: 
1 A £10 levy on all members on 
top of their annual subscription. 
2 Life Membership to be made 
available for a maximum of 100 
members. The figure of £1,000 

per person for this scheme 
appears favourable. 
I suggest we do away with 'gim-
micks' for membership - such 
items as the wallet and pen. 
These items cost money, and I 
am sure we could manage with-
out them. The sticker 'A Cut 
Above the Rest' is a way of 
advertising BIGGA, but I person-
ally do not believe in cheap 
advertising. 

I do hope you find the above 
suggestions useful and that they 
may raise a discussion at your 
next meeting. 
Anthony Davies 



Driving Force Leisure 
(Europe) Ltd 

Seeds, Chemicals; 
Fertilisers, Golf and 
General Sports 
Equipment Suppliers 

Rhone Poulenc 

Authorised 
Distributors 
An outstanding range of stocked products available at 
next day delivery throughout the South. Please telephone 
for your free price guide and product catalogues. 

Please contact Head Office, telephone 01508 528828 
or any member of the team: 

Ken Polley 0374 209572 
Gary Smith 0374 209573 
Mike Ring 0374 209574 
Derek Stead 0374 209575 
David Murphy 0836 281374 

Registered office: Badcock House, Unit K, Loddon Ind Est, 
Loddon, Norwich, Norfolk NR14 6JD 

International 

This space could 
be working for 
you from only 
£75 per month. 

Call Carol or 
Louise on 
01347 838581 

GRASS ROOTS TRADING COMPANY 

invite you all to improve your 
swing on our unique golf 

simulator stand at Southturf '95 
Stand No. E1 

GRASS ROOTS 

FOR ALL YOUR TURFCARE NEEDS 

Tel: 01734 771185 

Pop-ups lost 
their pop? 
Valves lost 
their verve? 

Controller lost 
control? 

ALL IS NOT LOST! 
For a realistic and commonsense 

solution to your irrigation problems 
- or an installation from scratch -

contact us now: 

I'L'S Irrigation Systems & Equipment 
Oundle Road, Lutton, 
Peterborough PE8 5ND 
Phone/Fax: 01832 272450 
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Around the Green 
Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions 

Sou th Coas t 
The recent seminar at Sparsholt College was 
excellent being both well supported and of good 
information value. The speakers included Arthur 
King of the EGU, David Golding, Education Offi-
cer of the GTC, John Pierson and George Shields. 

Our spring tournament was held at Covehamp-
ton GC on April 10. Played in delightful spring 
sunshine the 36 hole Hayter Qualifier was 
enjoyed by all. Thanks to Mark Webb for running 
the event. 

Results: 
Gross. 1. Darren Miller 147, 2. Paul Fitzjohn 161 
3. Tony Gadd 162. Nett.l. Andy Doolan 143, 2. 
Phil Wentworth 143. NITA Simson Trophy. 1. Joe 
Newman, 2. Bob Walker. Under 25s Dave Wad-
kins. 

We are grateful to our sponsors and Cov-
ehampton Golf Club for their support of this 
event. Also to the sponsors of the Sparsholt Col-
lege seminar. 

It is encouraging to note that membership of 
the section continues to grow rapidly. 
BOB CULLY 

Cleve land 
Head Greenkeeper, Barry Lee, tells us that the 
new six holes at Chester-Le-Street were officially 
opened on April 1 by the Earl of Scarborough. 

The first part of the March meeting was taken 
by Ian Webster from Houghall College in Durham 
and was on the National Vocational Qualification 
which has been introduced bring about common 
standards in the assessment of task, knowledge 
evidence and equipment presentation. 

NVQ is achievable without going to college as 
creditation is given for prior learning. Assessment 
at work by Head or first assistant, who must be a 
qualified assessor. 

To qualify to be an assessor we must attend a 
training day at a D32 Creditation Centre of Learn-
ing. and present a portfolio of evidence for assess-
ment to verify NVQ competence in all units. Good 
Luck! 

The second part of the March meeting was a 
talk by a Vitax technical rep, on disease control. 
Fusarium, active pathogen, environment - Turf 
Surface; Stress and how to manage it; Anthra-
conose - sealed surface and water on surface.; too 
many pin positions on the same area = severe 
compaction. Aeration in summer is vital and sea-
weed is of great value, avoid weak growth and 
reduce surface moisture. 
BRUCE BURNELL 

Bucks , Be rks and O x o n 
The season's first golf event took place at Bea-
consfield on April 5. However the turnout was 
less than expected with 25 entries including some 
trade members. From a membership of 250 this is 
poor. I have to say that it is very disappointing for 
everybody involved expecilly to trade members 
who provide excellent prizes for the events. So 
come on, let's make an effort for the remaining 
events of the season. 

Those people who did play had a cracking day's 
golf on a superb course. An extra incentive to play 
was the chance to play in the Hayter Beaver 
Regional final. It's not the easiest event to host 
being so early in the season (a greenkeeper's 
nightmare) so thanks to Bill and his staff for pre-
senting the course in excellent condition. Judging 
by the scores there were plenty of putts holed on 

EVENTS DIARY 
June 21: South Turf, Motspur Park, South West 

London 
July 20-23: The Open Championship, St Andrews 
July 31-August 2: Nat ional Tournament , St Annes Old 

L inks Golf Club, Ly tham 
September 13-14: Hayter Chal lenge Tournament Final, 

West Lancashire Golf Club, Blundel lsands 

the fast greens. 
Results: 
Gross 1. J. Texeira 73 (on count back) 2. S. 

Adby 73. Nett. 1. G. Butler 64 (on back nine) 2. L. 
Liliton 64 3. M. Shelton 67. 

The wooden spoon was won by Andy Goodall -
apparently he collects them. Ha! Ha! Only kid-
ding Andy. 

The following players qualified for the Hayter 
Beaver Regional Final to be play on July 6. 

Cat 1. J. Texeira, S. Adby, L. Anderson, T. 
French. 

Cat 2. M Shelton, G. Walsh, G Wheeler, D. 
Childs and B. Plain (reserve). 

Cat 3. G. Butler, C. Lileton, J Socket and J. 
Bevan. 

If any of the above can't make it can they 
please contact me as soon as possible. 

A special thanks to Risboro' Turf, Sta-Brite, 
CMW, Parkers, Standard Golf and Rigby Taylor 
for supporting the event. 

Thanks also to Bill Lynch of BIGGA for a lively 
after dinner discussion. 

Finally thanks to my playing partners Geoff and 
Mark for putting up with my boring golf (straight 
down the middle!). The next golf event is at Blue 
Mountain on July 5. See you all there. Anyone 
with points of view should contact me on 01491 
578147. 

Football results to be printed next month. 
LINDSAY T. ANDERSON 

Nor th East 
On April 27 we had our annual spring competi-
tion at Alnmouth village's nine hole course. What 
a pleasure it was to play there. The hospitality we 
received from the club was excellent and the 
course was a delight to play. Credit must go to 
Barry Weddell, the greenkeeper. Thanks also the 
the club committee for giving us the courtesy of 
the course and for coming to our rescue at such 
short notice and to the stewardess and the match 
secretary. 

Donations were from Shorts, Rickerlys, Turf 
Care, Aitken's, Border Services, Boldon GC and 
Swardland Hall GC. Thanks to them and to Terry 
Charlton on the nearest the pin at the first short 
hole won by Barry Wilson. 

Results: 
Gross. M. Lathan, Hexham GC 74; Nett. D. 

Street, Boldon GC, 70 (86-16) 
Assistant's Cup Nett 1. C. Parkinson, Slaley 

Hall, 71 (76-5) Better inward nine; 2. B. Wilson, 
Stockfield GC 71 (77-6); S. Quince, Alnmouth 
GC, 71 (76-5). 

Qualifiers for Hayters Tournament. 
Cat 1. B. Wilson, C. Parkinson, S. Quince. 

Reserves R. Black, M. Lathan. 
Cat 2. D. Street, S. Pope, D. Dalby. Reserves W. 

Holden, G. Atkinson. 
Cat 3. B. Hughes, A. McDonald, T. Mooner. 

Reserves K. Rutherford, A Wright. 
JIMMY RICHARDSON 

Nor th West 
Our spring tournament, held at Wilnslow GC on 
April 13, was attended by 38 greenkeepers and 
eight guests who, according to their comments, 
enjoyed themselves thoroughly. The course, built 
in 1889 and the second oldest in Cheshire, was in 
beautiful condition thanks to Steve Oultram and 
his staff. Steve said that the course was covered in 
frost when they arrived for work and had to wait 
sometime before they could cut the greens. 

I would like to thank Tony Laurence, Secre-
tary/Manager and the Wilmslow committee for 
allowing us courtesy of the course and also Mrs 
Chason for a great lunch and evening meal. 

Results: 
Best Gross, Paul Pearse; Best Nett, Mark 

Broughton; Veterans, Bert Cross. 
The prizes went down to 13th nett thanks to 

the support of the following companies:- Acorn 
Supplies, Cheshire Sand and Top Dressing, Henry 
Royle Ltd, Turner Groundcare, Sisis, Grow, High 
Speed Lubricants, Cheshire Light Tractors, Martin 
Bros, Strike Top Turf. 

Your support is always appreciated. 
Incidently the 13th place was won by Arthur 

Moorey and the prize was an edging iron and a 
rake so I can assume that the bunkers will be in 
great condition at Didsbury GC when we play the 
autumn tournament there in September. 

The spring tournament was also a qualifier for 
the Hayter regional final an the qualifiers are. 

Cat 1. P. Pearse, C. Hulme, B. Merritt. 
Cat 2. M. Broughton, P. Harley, T. Manning. 
Cat 3. S. Mosley, N. Berry. J. Fitzgerald. 
The regional final will be played at Middles-

bourough on July 4 and I wish you all good luck. 
The next tournament will be the summer meeting 

' at Hazel Grove GC on July 17. All entries to be 
sent to Paul Pearse, 1 Swan Close, Poynton, 
Stockport SK12 1HX Tel: 01625 859258 with a 
deposit of £10 not later than July 12. Lunch will 
be served between 12-lpm and tee times are 
from 1-1.30pm. Tee times will be allocated on the 
day. 

On a more serious note, approximately 120 
members North West members have not renewed 
their membership for 1995 so if you are reading 
these notes in someone else's magazine, get your 
subs paid and read your own magazine. The 
whole membership package is value for money. 
Finally any queries or problems ring me of 0151 
724 5412. 
BERT CROSS 

Nor the rn 
The first of this year's tournaments got under way 
on April 12 - the Hayter's qualifier. We could not 
have wished for better weather. It was as if sum-
mer had arrived early at Hessle GC. 

Results: 
Cat 1. 1. A. Anderson, 2. A. Gerrard, 3. G. Pot-

ter; 
Cat 2. 1. D. Collins, 2. R. Johnson, 3. R. Smith; 
Cat 3. 1. D. Cockburn, 2. A. Gamble 3. L. Kirk-

bright. 
I would like to thank all the sponsors for their 

support our our event. They were: Hayter, Martin 
Bros, Trident and Rhone Poulenc. Many thanks 
once again. I would also like to thank the green 
staff and catering staff of Hessle GC for making it 
such an excellent day. 

I have been asked to inform you about two 
members who have recently moved to different 


