Facing page: William Francis plays to the 4th green
Left: Getting into the swing of things - Barry Holt

Putting out on the 18th

3 \

The winners: from left, Mark Lewer, Kevin Yeoman, Paul Fildes, Barry Holt, Paul Loffman,
Ray Wootton, Malcolm Lathan, Tony French and Bernard Emberley

Below, Don Major shows his injuries to a playing partner

Water course’s ultimate test

REPORT AND PICTURES BY CHRIS BOILING

he water level of Dartmouth Golf and

Country Club’s lakes was distinctly higher
following this year’s ICI-sponsored BIGGA
National Tournament.

There are two reasons for this:

1: It rained at some point on all three days,
proving once again that if a greenkeeper
wants rain he should organise a tournament.
(Dartmouth Golf and Country Club had been
dry for two and a half months prior to the
event).

2: Greenkeepers find it easier to put the ball
in a water hazard than in the cup.

The greenstaff at Dartmouth were expect-
ing a golf ball bonanza following BIGGA’s
visit. Normally when they scoop the lakes
they gather 200-300 balls, especially from the
big lake on the long par 3 18th. Several hun-
dred more are expected to be found next time
out. From what I saw of the competition, the
lakes on the 3rd, 4th and 5th were also popu-

lar targets among the 74 greenkeepers who
entered this year’s competition.

FIRST DAY

The competitors woke up to rain on Monday
morning but it had cleared before the golfers
set off on what many likened to a mountain
trek. Two competitors failed to make the first
tee. BIGGA vice-chairman Barry Heaney was
nursing some broken ribs after falling off a
wall while watering his prize-winning pota-
toes. Don Major was recovering from a fall
down the steep bank leading from the second
green to 3rd tee during practice day. He went
to hospital with very badly bruised legs and
hip.

Some of the older and wiser greenkeepers
turned up on the first tee in a golf cart. Even
Dartmouth’s head greenkeeper, 29-year-old
Terry Farkins, was spotted in one. The advan-
tage of local knowledge? The pressure of hav-
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ing 74 greenkeepers traipsing over your
course? “No, a bad back after playing cricket
at the weekend,” he tried to convince us.

A glance at the leader board at the end of
the day suggested otherwise, too. 12-handi-
capper Terry was lying in second place after a
first round 85. In first place was fellow Devon
greenkeeper Mark Lewer. The 21-year-old
Dainton Park first assistant was the only per-
son to better par. Ten-handicapper Mark,
competing in his first National Tournament,
shot an 81 for a nett 71. He was helped by an
eagle at the par 5 16th — a driver, eight iron
and 2ft putt. It was downwind, but Mark is a
big hitter — he won the longest drive competi-
tion, too. This was cunningly set up on the
first hole.

In our tournament preview, Terry Farkins
had advised competitors not to get their
drivers out until the sixth hole. Most ignored
this advice on the first tee — and went out of
bounds. Not just on day one, but also on days
two and three.

Gordon Farrington shows great interest in his prize,
presented by BIGGA chairman, John Millen

From the turf to the baize: Ray Reardon takes on Huw Parry, Roger Willars and Richard Barker

The best gross score was Barry Holt’s 77.
With a five-handicap, this gave the powerful
little left-hander a nett score of 72. Most of
the nett scores were in the high 70s and 80s
but, with the wind, it was a day when many
people were happy to break 100.

SECOND DAY

Visibility decreased to 25 yards and the Dart-
mouth mountain rescue team was put on
alert as the first players completed the first
few holes. Organisers Gordon Child and
Richard Minton decided to delay the tee-off
times, meaning it would only be possible to
play nine holes today and 45 in total.

While they were waiting to go out, most
players tried their luck in the Vitax putting
competition. Three players went round the 18
holes in 33, but Bernie Emberley, the deputy
head greenkeeper at Knighton Heath, near
Bournemouth, took the title on the best last
six. Graham MacDonald came second and
Don Major, bruised but unbowed, marked his

appearance on day 2 with a third
place finish in the putting compe-
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tition.

When the ICI competition got
under way again, the 4th hole,
which was a headache during
construction by former Asprin
salesman Ralph Hitchens, was
proving a headache again - for
the greenkeepers. I knew it was
the problem hole when I heard
single-figure handicap players
claiming the honour on the 5th
with 7s and 8s. On the first day
local greenkeeper Craig Earnshaw
had taken 16. Today 12-handi-
capper Jason Bean, deputy head
greenkeeper at North Foreland,
Kent, took 18 — and didn’t lose a
ball. Without this he would have
had a brilliant score as his total
for the other eight holes was 39.

The 4th also proved the undo-
ing of overnight leader Mark
Lewer. “I had major problems,”

he confessed. “I had a 12 after snap-hooking
two out of bounds.”

The best nett score was Tony French’s 33
1/2. One shot behind was Paul Loffman, first
assistant at Copt Heath near Solihull.

Best gross once again was Barry Holt’s 36.
Surely he was on his way to repeating his 91
triumph when he won the gross and was
equal first in the best nett.

THIRD DAY

Barry Holt stood on the first tee 4.5 strokes
ahead of the field. Whack! Out of bounds.
Whack! Out of bounds. Whack! Out of
bounds. He walked off the first green with a
10, and never recovered from that appalling
start.

“It's one of those things that happens.
That’s golf,” he said after signing for a final
round 90.

This left the door open for one-handicapper
Malcom Lathan who shot 78 on the first day,
followed it up with a 38 and then recorded a
final day 74, the best of the third day. It
meant Malcolm, the head greenkeeper at
Hexham in Northumberland, had successfully
defended the Netlon Advanced Trophy he
won last year at Dunbar. “I started badly with
an out of bounds on the first and was begin-
ning to slip backwards but then I hit a drive,
3-iron onto the green and sank a 35ft putt for
an eagle on the 9th, and got two further
birdies on back nine.”

The competition for the main trophy of the
event, the ICI Professional Products Trophy,
was a close-fought thing between Mark Lewer
and Paul Loffman. In the end Loffman, a fre-
quent prize winner since he made his
National Tournament debut in '92; collected
the big one, the best 45-hole nett score. Dart-
mouth assistant greenkeeper Kevin Yeoman,
competing in his first competition, won the
best nett in the 15-28 handicap range.

The scores on the final day were generally
a lot lower. Whether that was due to familiar-
ity with the course or the lack of wind and
only light showers on the final day, 'm not
sure. But one great thing was that the drama



continued right to the very end. The last
shot from the 18th tee, the hole chosen
for the nearest the pin competition,
bounced on the road in front of the
green and rolled up about six inches
closer than the previous best effort by
Steve Wood. As they say in football:
“He wuz robbed.” The robber was 2-
handicapper Paul Sewell.

The Jubilee Cup team prize was
won by Berks, Bucks and Oxon. Barry
Holt, Ray Wootton and Tony French
romping home as deserved winners.

Mark Lewer:

It's been a Conclusion

glorious No one can organise the weather, but the
three days

things that were organised were organised
well. The entertainment arranged by Gordon
and Marion Child was excellent. One night it
was snooker ace Ray Reardon taking on and
thrashing three greenkeepers followed by 20
minutes of superb trick shots; the previous

his award from ICl’'s Roger Mossop

night there was roulette and blackjack with
guests gambling £50 of fun money. One
greenkeeper is obviously in the wrong busi-
ness as he turned his £50 into £8,500. Shame
it wasn't for real!

The Childs and the sponsors also put
together a superb prize table with colour TVs,
CD player, wall clocks, mantle clocks, radios
and glassware.

Some of the golf was equally superb but
there were a lot of scores that will encourage
other greenkeepers to take part next year.
The hospitality provided by Dartmouth Golf
and Country Club was also excellent.

Having entered his first National Tourna-
ment, and done well, Terry Farkins is now
considering entering next year’s event. “It’s a
good three days and the people I've met this
week, I've really enjoyed their company.”

Unfortunately ICI Professional Products will
no longer be sponsoring the event — they've
changed their name to Zeneca.

Paul Loffman with the ICI Professional Products Trophy for the best nett score

Praise for Terry Farkins and his team was unani-
mous. Here are just some of the comments:

Mark Lewer said: “Terry has done a tremen-
dous job in difficult circumstances. The greens
are superb. It’s been a glorious three days. You
couldn’t wish for better organisation, even with
the weather. The course has held up well. It’s
hard but with this sort of tournament you’ve got
to have something hard, it’s no test going to a
short course, you’ve got to have something
tight.”

Bernie Emberley said: “The course is very
good, especially considering its age. It’s a good
test. I played poorly on Monday in the wind but
I've played well since then. It’s a course you've
got to play positional golf and the reception
we’ve had from the staff and everyone has been
very, very good. It’s a lovely place.”

Paul Loffman: “I thought it was very chal-
lenging. 1 enjoyed it and I don’t think it played
as long as a lot of people thought but it played
very tricky. I thought it was a super layout and I
think in years to come it will be a tremendous

golf course. I'd come back again and play.

“I think everyone has enjoyed the week, it’s
been run superbly. I've certainly had a good
time.

Terry Farkins himself said: “The course has
been the best it ever has been. We've had two
PGA events and we had compliments from
them, now it’s just far superior. We had some
members early on saying ‘Oh you’re only doing
all this because the greenkeepers are coming’
but we always try to produce the best standard
we can within the budget that we’re working to
and the machinery we’ve got available.”

Devon Garden Machinery lent him a Toro fair-
way and a greens mower to prepare the course
for the competition and all the lads worked
hard on it.

“When you’ve got something good you want
to show it off, I believe we’ve got something
good here. Even if it wasn’t in the condition it is
now, it would still be good because of the lay-
out. Anyone who appreciates good golf will
appreciate the layout.”

RESULTS

45 holes: |IC| Professional
Products Trophy for best nett
(1-14) — Paul Loffman; 2,
Edwin Walsh; 3, Mark Lewer
ICI Professional Products
Trophy for best nett (15-28)
Kevin Yeoman; 2, Paul Fildes
3, Paul Corfield; Netlon
Advanced Trophy for best
gross — Malcolm Lathan

27 holes: David Royale
Cup for best nett (1-14)

Paul Loffman; 2, Mark Lewer;
Pattisson Trophy for best nett
(15-28) - Kevin Yeoman; 2
Paul Corfield; Toro Trophy for
best gross - Barry Holt;
senior division (over 55)
Edwin Walsh

Jubilee Cup for best
team - BB&O (B Holt, R
Wootton, T French)

Monday: Fisons Bowl for
best nett — Mark Lewer; 2,
Terry Farkins; 3, Ray
Wootton; best gross — Barry
Holt

Tuesday: Standard Golf

Trophy for best nett — Tony
French; 2, Paul Loffman; 3,
Graham MacDonald; best

gross - Barry Holt

Wednesday: William
Hargreaves ‘Sisis' Trophy for
best nett - Paul Fildes; 2,
Bernard Emberley; 3, Steve
Gallier; best gross — Malcolm
Lathan

Longest drive: Monday -
Mark Lewer; Tuesday - Paul
Sewell; Wednesday - David
Wood

Nearest the pin: Monday
Gordon Farrington;

Tuesday — Dennis Jones;

Wednesday — Paul Sewell

Vitax Putting
Competition: 1, Bernard
Emberley; 2, Graham
MacDonald; 3, Don Major.
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¢ Approved for use by Pesticides
Safety Directorate.99

Kerb* Flo MAFF No. 04521
Gallery 125 MAFF No. 06889

be Plant safety was a primary
consideration when deciding on
Kerb Flo/Gallery 125.99

Andrew Foster

I and A Foster Limited

Weed Control Contractor

for client Manchester Airport Authority

66 We've found that even with industry
qualified staff, it’s easy to go wrong
with application, we had no such
problems with the tank mix.99

Eddie Wardrobe
Principal Contracts Manager — Grounds
Maintenance Newcastle-upon-Tyne City Council

TRIED &
TESTED

The benefits of combined
power from Kerb* Flo

and GalleryT 125 herbicides
have already been tried
and tested by experienced
landscape and grounds
maintenance professionals
across the UK.

Now it’s your turn.
AD

REF The advanced “technical
127 fit” of Kerb Flo and
Gallery 125 provides the
perfect solution for use
“heen R

+TM of DOW Elanco

Kerb Flo contains propyzamide (MAFF No. 04521).
Gallery 125 contains isoxaben (MAFF No. 06889).
Read the label before you buy. Use pesticides safely.

... and not just by us!

This new duo pack of Kerb
Flo and Gallery 125 is a
handy one hectare pack
designed so that you can
mix enough solution to suit
precisely your individual
requirements with total
confidence in plant safety.
Expect up to six months
effective pre and post
emergence control of
grasses and pre emergence
control of broad-leaved weeds.

s s
with confidence on young
plantings and established
ornamental shrubs and
trees.

Tayior*

The perfect solution to E—

d control probl
your weed control problem A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE

— talk to Rigby Taylor and
get the full facts.

ol

“rree 0800424919
Rigby Taylor Limited

Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancs. BL1 4AE. Tel: 0204 394888. Fax: 0204 385276.



It used to be ‘wet, yellow and
miserable’ but now Surrey’s
Wildwood has a superlative
sward. David White reports on
the transformation.

SOmc folk collect postage
stamps, others get their kicks
by hoarding harmless little items
like china pigs, cigar bands, or
press cuttings relating to Princess
Di. One eccentric I know even has
a collection of several thousand
used score card pencils!

Me? I collect golf courses. I'm
well advanced now into the mid
three hundreds, having hacked
my way through a dozen differ-
ent countries, harbouring ambi-
tions now of at least making the
magic four zero zero before being
called to account to The Great
Handicapper. Rich variety can
make any golfer choosy and,
since I've played my share of
‘dogs’ as well as delights, it cer-
tainly makes this golfer ultra-crit-
ical.

Recently an exceptional extra
was added to the score with a
tasty round played at one of Sur-
rey’s newest, though by no means
rawest, parkland creations; the
Hawtree designed, oh-so-natural-
it-looks-as-though-it's-been-there-
forever course at Wildwood,
situated between Guildford and
Horsham. Adding more than just
an extra number to my total,
Wildwood seemed to me a copy-
book example of how an archi-
tect’s skill, coupled with artistry
from the man who nurtures and
cajoles its acres into early matu-
rity — plus a healthy belt of mod-
ern technology — can set a place
apart. About that, more later.

I yield to none in my admira-
tion for the golf courses of Sur-
rey, a relatively small landlocked
patch which offers as fine a selec-
tion of strategic park and heath-
land courses as anywhere inland,
particularly as the place is a trea-
sure trove of classics by the likes
of Harry Colt, Willie Park, Tom
Simpson and J F Abercromby.
They were clever blighters, those
ancient land artists, for they took
what nature gave them; gently
massaging the old girl’s contours
rather than pushing and shoving
them around. Thus it was easy
for this seasoned observer to see
from which source Hawtree’s had
drawn inspiration in fashioning
this latest creation at Wildwood.
In an age when it is all too com-
mon for architects to out-do and

The tami

Wild

out-spend their contemporaries in
attempting to create yet another
self-styled ‘championship’ course
— especially true of many Ameri-
can architects, where little
thought appears to be given to
construction or maintenance
costs — there was never a greater
need for natural enhancement
than at Wildwood, whose rolling
acres had previously echoed only

to the thunder of horses hooves.
Top marks, then, for Wildwood’s
minimalist architecture.

While making a short list of
first division architects whose
work is prevalent in Surrey, it fur-
ther occurred to me that the
county has another claim to
fame: it is the stamping ground of
the most prolific family in golf
today — bar none. Of course I

Ing
W00

of
d

refer to the clan McMillan, the
Surrey arm of which includes
brothers Billy, Ian, Stewart,
Bobby and Cameron, plus their
illustrious father, Jack, now a
consultant. Between them they
hold something of a monopoly in
managing currently or having
managed in the past no less than
ten per cent of all Surrey’s
courses. It must raise their status
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still further for readers to learn
that the McMillans are linked
essentially with first division
courses boasting first division
architects.

The story began in 1990 when
Jack was called upon to offer his
expert advice during the forma-
tive stages of Wildwood’s life.
What he saw dismayed him, for
much of the design and especially
the construction was strictly non-
kosher (in Jack’s words, they
were using rootzone material that
would have been better used
making cement). Jack was bold
enough to opine that a complete
un-doing and a return to the
drawing board would be the
club’s only salvation. Coura-
geously the owners agreed,
though they knew it would be a
painful and costly exercise, and
thus Hawtree and Sons were
called upon to remodel, re-design
and in some cases relocate greens
and tees, thus creating effectively
a new golf course. Their model
properly utilised the hitherto

untapped good of the land, while
giving utmost attention to land
drainage, consistency of quality
materials and the following of
USGA Green Section specifica-
tions for green construction.

Ask the experts; they'll tell you
that the most critical time in a
golf course’s existence is during
grow-in, that period of weaning
and cajoling the infant into early
maturity, at least to get it tod-
dling.

Moving ahead to late 1992, we
see Jack McMillan approaching
Roger Mossop and David Siddon
at the ICI (now Zeneca) Green-

IRISH GOLF
GREENKEEPERS’
ASSOCIATION

SECOND TURF

MAINTENANCE
EXHIBITION

Last year’s Fair, the first Irish Turf Maintenance
Exhibition, was such a huge success with both
exhibitors and buyers, that the IGGA is running it
again this year. With a wider range of exhibitors
showing more products and services, this year’s
Fair already outstrips last year’s.

For further information contact the organisers.

3 and 4 NOVEMBER 1994
ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY, DUBLIN
Fairlink Ltd, 58 Clonard Court, Balbriggan,
Co Dublin, Ireland
Tel: + 353 1 841 1362 Fax: + 353 1 841 2934
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keeper of the Year awards, propo-
sitioning them. “Wildwood’s just
a baby,” he told them, “and in
some ways it’s bucking the old
tradition, with USGA spec greens
sown to bentgrass, but there’s a
hell of a lot going for it ...and my
son Billy is the course manager,
he’s been in charge since the seed
hit the ground.” Enough said.

The idea was for the Zeneca
team to take a look, see just how
much they could contribute to
the development of the infant
golf course, a learning experience
for both parties if you like and, in
Jack’s words, “a lovely exercise
for Zeneca to put their products
to the ultimate test, to show how
good they were and to use Wild-
wood as a guinea-pig, a testing
ground.”

Forward now to February
1993. David Siddon explains:
“We've always tested impeccably,
we've seen our products through
many tests with the STRI and
other triallists and of course
we’ve seen how well they per-
form on established courses, but
we'd never before had the oppor-
tunity to go  with a
bentgrass/USGA spec from the
very beginning, to use it for our
own learning curve, to work one
to one with a manager of Billy’s
standing and on a course of Wild-
wood’s obvious potential. We
have a similar experiment under
way at Slaley Hall in Northum-
berland, and the idea of doing
the same in the south excited us.

“What their soil analysts
found,” said Billy, “was a some-
what  impoverished  course

(remember, the earth had been
moved around twice or even
three times, which alone creates
problems), one that was wet, yel-
low and miserable.” That stated,
both David and Billy were excited
by the project and they both
agreed, notwithstanding the
harsh winter that had not yet
passed, that there was everything
to ‘go for’ and at the same time

they would not forget that the
course was — is — a commercial
entity. “The object of the exer-
cise,” Billy exclaimed vehemently,
“is always to keep the customer
satisfied.”

Elaborating, Billy explained
that maintaining a tidy golf
course was always his goal, an
integral part of that being provi-
sion of good grass cover. In the
beginning this desired cover was
minimal, “So we must stimulate
sufficient vigour, vigour we can
use to present the course — what
the client will not accept is no
grass cover,” he emphasised.
“This urging process of stimula-
tion is not something we’ll be
doing forever,” he added, “once
we've got a manageable sward
we'll likely reduce fertiliser input,
but it’s important that we have
something good to present.”

So how did something wet, yel-
low and miserable become the
superlative sward we find today?
Soil tests from every green were
taken for analysis (a free service
offered by Zeneca), revealing pH
readings averaging around 5.0
with 4.6 being the lowest. Not
surprisingly, the findings sug-
gested also that there was very
little phosphate present, that
potassium levels were low and
magnesium levels were very low.
Phosphorus, the analysts
declared, was important for root
growth and energy transfer level
reactions within the soil, though
it was acknowledged that high
levels of P might encourage Poa
annua and a small quantity only
was recommended as a remedial
treatment.

David and Billy studied the
analyses long and hard, dis-
cussing the findings thoroughly,
each reaching the same conclu-
sion. Their jointly planned result
was a one-off programme, a plan
tailored exclusively for Wildwood
incorporating ‘Longlife’ fertiliser,
‘Longlife’ Fine Turf Autumn Feed
with higher K levels and small
amounts of Mg (5:5:15). Addi-
tionally, all tees were treated
with new ‘Mini-Gold’ granular
(31:0:0) at 30 gm/m? Wild-
wood’s nine hectares of fairways
were declared acceptable in their
nutrient levels, though extra
grass cover was certainly called-
for this spring, ‘Mini-Gold’ granu-
lar at 30gm/m?* coming to the
rescue with exceptional results.
This was the start of a long-term



‘Longlife’ programme.

Fast forward now to July 93,
where further analyses revealed
little variation, though with pH
averaging a point lower. Nothing
suggested deviation from the plan
and a further course of ‘Longlife’
Fine Turf Autumn Feed was rec-
ommended — things were coming
along very nicely; there were
compliments flying. “The baby is
thriving,” said Billy, who was
beginning to feel much more
relaxed, his confidence boosted.

Explaining a few subtle points,
he said: “When you look at the
programme you'll see we used the
whole range of Zeneca products
We used conventional fertilisers,
some that will give eight weeks,
through to the ‘Mini-Gold’ that
will give 10-12 weeks nitrogen
release, but we used a pro-
grammed approach and used also
what is classed as an autumn fer-
tiliser in the spring.”

“If you look at what they are
doing you'll see that they’re using
a variety of our products in an
interesting but totally practical
way,” added Roger Mossop.

“Talking practicalities,” David
chips in, “it’s all down to setting the
base; the soil analyses we provide.
We're doing nothing different at
Wildwood than we might do at any
golf course in the UK, and we're
finding more and more course
managers coming over to our pro-
grammed way of operating.”

Those who talk of throwing
tons of money at a course might
well use Wildwood as a salutary
example of how not to squander,
rather than how to. Billy’s budget
is by no means in the loads of
money bracket, far from it. It is

decreed commercial sense to
spend minimally for maximum
output. We all made mental cal-
culations and arrived at a sum
suggesting that what extra had
been spent at this critical stage
amounted to little more than the
cost of, say, 25 green fees. Of far
greater importance though, the
extra outlay could be seen
reflected in quality sward, in turn
encouraging paying customers to
return and negating any thought
of excess.

Let Billy have the last word.
“Never before in my life have I
had greens that I can turn on and
off like these, they're so pre-
dictable. If we have a major tour-
nament, for example the Futures
Pro Tour event which we staged
in March, which came to us with
just three weeks notice, I can tai-
lor the programme to fine-tune
them to any given day. I often use
Ultra-Green between fertiliser
applications and find it quite
splendid in giving the greens a
quick boost, indeed when I pre-
sented the course for the Futures
professionals, albeit at such short
notice, its prior use as a manage-
ment tool proved invaluable — an
absolute Godsend. We have
exceptional Penneagle bentgrass
greens, praised for having a truer
roll, for being more predictable
and smoother, all made possible
by denser growth and finer
blades. The Tour players, who
above all others know what they
want and what they like, com-
pared them favourably with the
best in the land.” A clear case, as
Billy had said earlier, of keeping
the customer satisfied. You can’t
get much better than that.

The ICl/Zeneca solution at Wildwood

1993

March: Greens treated with Longlife
(5:5:15) @ 35gm/m*
Tees treated with Mini-Gold
(31:0:0) @ 30gm/m’

April: Greens treated with Mini-Gold
(31:0:0) @ 30gm/ m*

June: Greens treated with Longlife
(15:0:5) @ 35gm/ m’
Tees treated with Mini-Gold
(31:0:0) @ 30gm/m*

September: Greens treated with
Longlife (5:5:15) @35gm/ m?

October: Greens treated with
Longlife (15:0:5) @ 30gm/m?

In addition, Ultra-Green (N:P:K) was
applied to greens/tees in April,

July and August @ 20kg /hectare
1994
March: Greens treated with Longlife
(8:0:0) @ 35gm/m®
Tees treated with Mini-Gold
(81:0:0) @ 30gm/m?
April: Greens treated with Longlife
(5:5:15) @ 35gm/ m*
Tees treated with Mini-Gold
(31:0:0) @ 30gm/m*
May: Fairways treated with Mini-
Gold (31:0:0)) @ 30gm/m*
June: Tees treated with Mini-Gold
(31:0:0) @ 30gm/m®
Ultra-Green (N:P:K) is used for
added colour and toning when
required.

Rolawn

NEW TUMN 1994

MINSTER
GREENS
TURF

Just launched, our brand new Minster greens turf.
Grown from the very best cultivars:
40% Bargreen (Chewings Fescue)
40% Barcrown (Slender Creeping Fescue)
20% Bardot (Browntop Bent)

AVAILABLE AT THE
SPECIAL LAUNCH
PRICE OF £1.25 PER
SQUARE YARD . .,

This new turf grown by Britain’s largest and oldest turf
company from the top cultivars available today represents
superb value for money at this price. Please ask your
Rolawn Depot Manager for a FREE sample which will be
despatched by courier - or even better, come and inspect it
for yourself at York.

Rolawn

Turf Depots are situated throughout the UK

Southampton .........Tel: 01703 740059 Solihull .......ceir Tel: 01564 784064
Sideup....... .. Tel: 0181 3095988 Nottingham Tel: 0115 9491108
Guildford. .. Tel: 01483 300908 Sheffield .. ‘el: 0114 2489646
West London... [el: 01895 811544 York ... "el: 01904 608660
Brentwood.............. Tel: 01277 811566 Warrington . ‘el: 01925 837190
St Albans.. Tel: 01727 822139 Gateshead.... ‘el: 0191 4932226
Bristol.. Tel: 01454 415315 Glasgow .. ‘el: 0141 7620770
Oxford [el: 01865 730101 Edinburgh .Tel: 0131 3353164

Head Office: Elvington, York Y04 5AK Tel: 01904 608661
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Even the most Stubborn turf weeds won't weeds of turf, but also the problem weeds

see new SPEARHEAD coming. such as Slender Speedwell and the Clovers.
Containing new chemistry, SPEARHEAD is a With its approval for use on grasses as
selective herbicide with the power to strike Spearhead young as two months, low rates of use and

from out of the blue in any sports or
amenity turf situation.

= clearance for knapsack application, now is
the time to select SPEARHEAD - the
ultimate all round weapon in the war

SPEARHEAD sets new levels of excellence, I against turf weeds.
and controls not only the more common
| P—
@ RHGNE_POULENC For details of your Rhéne-Poulenc distributor telephone 0277 301115.
AD Rhéne-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW Telephone 0277 301115 Fax 0277 301119
REF SPEARHEAD CONTAINS DIFLUFENICAN, MCPA AND CLOPYRALID. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. MAFF 07342

Spearhead. The ultimate all rounder on turf.



$750-worthof More firms debut at
prizestobe won! Harrogate for BTME

Here is your chance to win a

greenkeeper’s dream holiday — an
expenses-paid trip to the BIGGA Turf
Management Exhibition. There’s a
mammoth £750-worth of
prizes to be won! We will
pay your rail fare. We
will put you up in one

MORE AND MORE new exhibitors are booking
space at the 1995 BIGGA Turf Management Exhibi-
tion, Harrogate, January 25-27.

Firms set to make their debut include Risboro’
Turf, Nature First, Landline and Pac

and tomorrow’s decision-makers, but the atmos-
phere is great for doing business,” explains Louise
Lunn, one of the organisers.

Even more greenkeepers, course managers, golf
club secretaries, golf course architects and con-
structors are expected at next year's event because,
for the first time, BIGGA is running its National
Education Conference in Harrogate on the two days

Organic. A significant new addi-
tion signing up for the show that
brings together everyone

of the best hotels and every product con-  preceding the show.
in Harrogate and cerned with fine turf is This is in addition, of course, to the educational
we will give you a the Institute of Golf Course ~ seminar programme which runs in conjunction
free pass to the Architects. with the exhibition. The extensive seminar pro-
outstanding They join more than 119 gramme includes a session by George Brown, golf
education seminar other exhibitors, many of  course and estates manager at Turnberry on “The
programme. whom are taking more  Open 1994". Also Dr James Beard, president of the
All you have to & space at the seventh  International Sports Turf Institute, will speak about
do to stand a § BTME. Claymore Grass  turf grass trends. These are just two examples of
chance of winning e q.‘?' Machinery, for example, has the learning opportunities on offer. For more details of
one of THREE superb 4/70 OO doubled the size of its stand.  the education programme, call Ken Richardson,
prizes is answer six /\/4 L SEMIN N{?Q‘ Other companies, including Ran-  BIGGA's education officer, on 0347 838581.

questions. Two were published
in the last issue, two appear here and

the final two plus an entry form will be
published in our October issue. When you
have the answers to all six questions,
complete the form and return it to us by
October 30, 1994. Usual rules will apply.

* FIRST PRIZE
* SECOND PRIZE
* THIRD PRIZE

Horticulture, and Outdoor Power Products, have
increased the size of their stands following the
tremendous success of the 1994 show.

Ninety per cent of the stand space at the Harro-
gate Exhibition Centre has now been sold.
“It's not just the fact that BTME attracts today’s

somes, Hardi Sprayers, Sisis, Kings

SEPTEMBER QUESTIONS

1. What is the name of the course man-
ager at Turnberry who will be speaking at
the seminar programme in 1995?

2. Which institute will be taking a stand
at BTME 95 for the first time?

The best sports and amenity turf
starts with Mommersteeg seed

The Sales Office,
Mommersteeg International,

The Anderson Centre, Spitfire Close,
Ermine Business Park,

Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6XY
Telephone 0480 459500 or 457775
Fax 0480 459990

Mommersteeg '/-//\/MLW
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[t's more than just a golf course: Donnington Grove exists to strengthen cultural

links between Japan and Britain, as Chris Boiling reports from ‘Parasampia’

1l the stationery, leaflets and scorecards
from Donnington Grove, the year-old
course near Newbury, carry the word
Parasampia. There is even talk about chang-

ing the parkland course’s name to
Parasampia which, in Sanskrit, means “dis-
tant heavenly place”.

Parasampia is the word the golf course
owners, Shi-tennoji International Limited,
use to describe their activities.

Many British greenkeepers work for
Japanese bosses, but David Winterton and
his team of seven greenstaff must be the
only ones who work for a company which
started out as a Buddhist temple.

The Shi-tennoji Temple at Osaka is
Japan’s oldest temple. It was founded in 593
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by Prince Shotoku, the father of Japanese
Buddhism. Today Shi-tennoji also runs the
International Buddhist University with cam-
puses in Hawaii, Austria and Belgium, four
old people’s homes, a hospital, four homes
for the physically and mentally handi-
capped, four nursery schools, a residential
home for mothers and children, two high
schools and a junior school. In England it
owns a co-educational boarding school near
Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk with the major-
ity of pupils coming from Japan. One of the
aims of the school is to increase cultural
exchange between Japan and Britain.

The 18-hole 6,781-yard course, clubhouse
and 27-bedroom hotel performs a similar
role. “Important though the recreational

facilities are, Shi-tennoji, as a religious and
cultural foundation, would not have
embarked on this development were it not
for the opportunities for cultural exchange,”
says the Reverend Zenro Morita. “As new-
comers to this lovely part of England, we
hope to establish many friendships between
British and Japanese people, thus contribut-
ing to increased understanding and good-
will between our two great nations.”

That's why, despite its appearance, it is
not an exclusive club. There are 300 local
members and “day members” pay just £15.

Base in cultural triangle
Shi-tennoji also run the Parasampia Travel
Club whose members wanted somewhere to
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