It takes time to build a solid reputation for performance and

reliability.

But when turf diseases strike, time is the last thing you've got.

ROVRAL GREEN'S active ingredient iprodione, gives immediate,
effective and long lasting control of a wide range of turf diseases

STREING.

including Fusarium patch, Red thread and Dollar spot.

P RHONE-POULENC

With its rapid contact action and special rainfast formulation,

ROVRAL GREEN is unaffected by changing weather conditions,
making it equally reliable all year round, but especially powerful

during the cooler months when there is little or no grass growth.

So it's little wonder that after 11 years at the top, the reliability,
performance and reputation of ROVRAL GREEN still makes it the

number one choice of UK turf professionals.

R Rovral Green
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Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
ROVRAL GREEN CONTAINS IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.

DISTRIBUTED BY;
Banbridge, Co. Down
James Coburn & Sons Ltd.
Tel: 08206 62207
Basingstoke

Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd.
Tel: 0256 811811
Birmingham

E.T. Breakwell Ltd.

Tel: 021 733 3344

Bournemouth

Roffey Brothers Ltd.

Tel: 0202 537777

Bristol

Avoncrop Amenity Products.
Tel: 0934 820868

Co. Dublin

Unichem Ltd.

Tel: 01 835 1499

Colchester, Essex

Kings Horticulture Ltd.

Tel: 0787 223300

Dublin

Spray Chem Ltd.

Tel: 01 830 9099

Glasgow

Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd.
Tel: 041 440 0033

Home Counties

Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd
Tel: 0508 528828

Kent

Eden Park Ltd.

Tel: 0795 471583

Lancashire

Gem Professional.

Tel: 0254 393321

Midlothian

Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd
Tel: 031 663 6617
Shropshire

Amenity Land Services Ltd
Tel: 0952 641949

Suffolk

R.E. Rushbrook'& Son

Tel: 0473 830273

Yorkshire AD
Aitken’s Sportsturf Ltd. i
Tel: 0977 681155 o

FOR A TOP PERFORMANCE, USE THE TOP PERFORMER. ROVRAL GREEN.
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Rolawn

NEW FOR AUTUMN 1994

MINSTER
GREENS TURF

Grown from the very best cultivars:
40% Bargreen (Chewings Fescue)
40% Barcrown (Slender Creeping Fescue)
20% Bardot (Browntop Bent)

RUFFORD.

NOW THE
COMPLETE RANGE

<«

The choice of the
professionals

Purity and Germination Certificates available

SPECIAL LAUNCH PRICE
£1.25 PER SQUARE YARD . van

Available in both standard and big roll
No minimum order and FREE loan of laying equipment

This new turf grown by Britain’s largest turf company

RAEDF Salford Quays, Manchester, M5 2UQ AD YO4 5AR Tel: 01904 608661
5 JREF

from the top cultivars available today represents superb
i value for money at this price.
e R g S
Grown on the finest soil in the UK. Free samples on
TOP-DRESSINGS SANDS ROOT SCREENED DIVOT MIX Like alloth d fRol ¢ N? . .
i 1562 g, | Froe deining s | ZONE MIX SOIL Ly request. Like all other grades of Rolawn turf, Minster is
e ion, | re€ sands forTop | can meet USGA Screenedand | blended for Golf available washed (extra cost).
No.1- Medium/Fine Dressings, Specification, shredded, this soil is| Tees and Fairway
Dressing from our famous | Bunkers, Drainage standard and ideal for all Divoting.
Nucks Wood Quarry. | and Winter Sports Individual mixes Construction, Also Available
No.2- Medium/Fine Pitches. available f°’/ Divoting and Peats
Dressing from our construction, Mal K :
Warrington Quarry. Sand sultable for reconstruction of Golf | 1 ::T;z:f; :roi;in T’:’PCD’eSS'"S
No.3- A Coarser Grade USGA putting Greensand Tees. | 4 has guaranteed i
Dressing from our green Consistency of BoRE S ety Gravels
Quarry. tion. terials and unique EORINEA ety Turf
Budget mix- Coarse delivery service
grade Dressing for cost guaranteed. sy =i
effective applications. R‘\‘““;“\C
-

“l"he success of
keeping your Golf
Course or Sports
Ground in top
condition depends on
you among other
things buying top
quality products.

All Rufford Products

are produced from our

own Quarries with no

need to import Sand or

Bristol .......... .Tel: 01454 415315 Sidcup ... Tel: 0181 3095988

Soils. All have been we would like to think Edinburgh..............Tel: 0131 3353164 Solihull.........occ.c.... Tel: 01564 784064
4 . . Gateshead.... . Tel: 0191 4932226 Southampton.......... Tel: 01703 740059

approved by leading they were just a little Glasgow....... ek 01417620775 St Al .Tel: 01727 822139
agronomists and Soil impressed. Guildford ............Tel: 01483 300908 Warrington ....... Tel: 01925 837190
Nottingham. .Tel: 01159491108 West London Tel: 01895 811544

All enquiries:- (@572 Ty 5 Brum o il M6 Tel: 01865 730101 NOTK s tevsssosirsastion Tel: 01904 608660

Ruffor

Scientists. Consistency
of quality and our vast
reserves enable you to
purchase with total
confidence.

You are invited to visit
our Quarries to judge
for yourself. Quite a
number of course
Managers and
Agronomists have
already done so and

061 877 8550

Fairway House, South Stage, Broadway,
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Rolawn

Turf Depots are situated throughout the UK

Brentwood ............. Tel: 01277 811566 Sheffield........ccmnnne. Tel: 0114 2489646

Head Office: Elvington, York




Keeping up
with irrigation

technology

Today’s computer systems
can cut irrigation chores as
never before

fficiency and economy are
the buzz words in irrigation

today.
Irrigation technology has
improved tremendously in

recent years and any golf course
with a system that is more than
10 years old should seriously
consider updating it to take
advantage of these advances.
Today’s systems are much more

efficient and waste much less
water. Irrigation manufacturers
have responded to the demand
for conservation by producing
sprinkler heads and controllers
that conserve not only water, but
also time, labour and energy.
Computers incorporated into
irrigation systems is one exam-
ple of the advances. Computer
and software capabilities are

continually expanding and com-
puterised control systems can be
updated to reflect that.

Things are moving so quickly
that some people are calling for a
slowdown so that operators can

catch up. But greenkeepers who
are worried about buying a high-
tech system need not be con-
cerned. Many are actually getting
easier to operate. There'’s one we
saw earlier this year at the

<ToP PRESS'

GREENKEEPERS:

Have you booked your place on the

atermation

— space limited

IRRIGATION MAINTENANCE TRAINING DAY?

Various locations around the country during January and February 1995

This training day will provide useful tips on the maintenance
of ALL MAKES OF IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

For further information and booking form — telephone us NOW
Watermation (Maintenance) Ltd - 0252 336838

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL November 1994 33
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No more remembering numbers: just

Water
point

Saudi Arabia's first all-grass
golf course opened earlier
this year — and at least three
more projects are being
planned. The first is the
Dirab Golf Club, about 30
minutes drive from the
Kingdom's capital, Riyadh.
As you'd expect with a
development where grass is
being grown in a desert,
irrigation is vital. Dirab has
valve-in-head Toro 730 pop-
ups, an LTC controller and
satellites supported by
TENA back-up services.
Incidentally, it's too hot to
play golf on the course
during the day, so it's floodlit
and the golfers go out after
sunset.

GCSAA’s show in Dallas where
you can pull up a graphic illustra-
tion of one of your greens and
activate one of the heads by mov-
ing your mouse to it on the screen
and clicking. No more remember-
ing numbers.

With this software, the whole
irrigation system is digitally
scanned into the computer as it is
built. This has other advantages:
in the future when you need to
locate a pipe you can just print
out this illustration.

Most of today’s products are
quite sophisticated, offering a
range of features that enhance
and simplify water management.
A modern central control system
can record the irrigation run times
of individual stations, project the
irrigation usage for a defined
period and efficiently manage the
flow to reduce wear and tear
caused by hydraulic surges.

Here are some of the benefits
derived from features available in

most top-of-the-line computer
controllers, such as multiple
repeat cycling, individual-station
programming, flow management
and two-way communications.

@ Multiple repeat cycles apply the
water needed by the turf in short
cycles, which helps to reduce
runoff and improve infiltration
rates.

@ Individual station programming
is used to evaluate each station
and determine the appropriate
application rate with considera-
tion of such factors as slope, pH
and soil type. An appropriate irri-
gation schedule that will prevent

flooding and runoff is then
assigned to the station;
® Flow management also

improves efficiency by monitoring
the flow throughout the system
and ensuring that the volume of
water for each flow zone does not
exceed its optimum capacity. The
goal is to reduce strain on the sys-
tem by not overloading it and at

the same time maximise the pump
station’s potential;

@ Two-way communications give
operators assurance that the com-
mands they type into the com-
puter are actually being
implemented out on the course. A
response from the satellites will
appear on the screen to indicate
when the system is activated.
Some controllers have the addi-
tional capability to display a mes-
sage that relays malfunctions and
pinpoints where in the system
they occurred.

A weather station, although
optional, is another feature that
many course managers/head
greenkeepers consider to be a nec-
essary addition to the modern
setup. Weather stations gather
weather information and upload
it to the computer controller
which uses it to calculate the ET
rate. Sensors measure wind speed
and direction, air temperature,
solar radiation, relative humidity

o/

B

company?

engineers?
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IRRIGATION WINTERISATION

Do you have your irrigation system de-commissioned by a professional

Is the system tested electrically and hydraulically prior to drain down?

Do they flush all irrigation main lines with compressed air?

Do they flush all irrigation lateral pipelines, solenoid valves and sprinklers
with compressed air?

Do they proceed with a 60 point system check?

Are all operations carried out by industrial electricians and trained

If not — why not?
Call the experts.

Call OCMIS

Ocmis Irrigation (UK) Ltd.

Martock, Somerset TA12 6BU. tel: (0460) 241939
Midlands Office tel: (0789) 414604
Northern Office tel: (0924) 453102 Scotland Office tel: (0312) 202102

CONTRACT
MAINTENANCE

RENOVATION
MAINTENANCE |
WINTERISATION

COMMISSIONING

SYSTEM
EVALUATION

IMPROVING
OPERATING
EFFICIENCY

PROJECT |
MANAGEMENT |

OCMIS

]
1
l
I}
|
\
i
i
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point at the screen and click

Remember, dirty water kills
turf. Actually, it's not the
water it is the bacteria-laden
mud particles that does the
damage. Warning signs are
patches of green algae or
“bloom” on the surface of
your lake or reservoir. If this
goes unchecked, it can
consume all the available
oxygen near the surface.
Starved of its lifeline, the
algae dies and sinks,
repeating the process
deeper in the water. If you
apply chemicals to solve this
problem, remember the
water cannot be used for
irrigation purposes for some
time afterwards.

B When was the last time
you read the small print in
your water abstraction
licence? The NRA is
tightening up and has
imposed some severe
penalties on clubs which
have failed to observe the.
rules. “Licences only allow
for watering at specific times
during the day," warns
Robin Hume of TIS
Sandbach. For example, if

water for, say, 20 minutes
each 24 hours, you cannot
add another ten or 15
minutes just because there's
a heatwave.

you are licensed to abstract °

and rain. Compatible software
enables the user to store daily and
historical ET data, monitor and
display current weather condi-
tions and graphically display
weather parameters.

Not only have the manufactur-
ers loaded the systems with high-
tech capabilities, but they've made
them more accessible, too. Major
irrigation manufacturers offer
multiple communication options,
including hard wire, telephone
and radio, or a combination of all
three. Wireless communication by
radio transmitters appeals to
designers who are retro-fitting a
course because it eliminates the
need to dig trenches for wire.

Another control option becom-
ing more popular is the hand-held
radio remote controller. Designed
to give a greenkeeper more free-
dom, a hand-held unit can turn
on and off individual stations,
groups of stations, start flow man-
agement  programmes  and
advance/pause irrigation func-
tions from almost any location on
the course.

A hand-held radio remote still
must access the central computer,
but field units also can be comput-
erised to become independent
controllers of a group of stations.
Computerised field controllers
have an added advantage in that
they can help alleviate costly dam-
age caused by broken pipes or a
defective valve by measuring flow
in gallons per minute and reacting
to excessive flow. One new system
we've seen has an alarm threshold
and when the flow exceeds that
threshold, the system assesses

Modern way to take a rain check

How much did it rain? You can now check from the comfort of your
office with the battery-operated Rain-O-Matic. Described by distribu-
tor Modern Measures as “one of the world’s most accurate pluviome-
ters”, it comprises two units — the collector gauge and the LCD

readout display. The collector unit is put
outdoors, up to 8m away in a convenient
position at least 1.5m above the ground,
and the LCD display is placed indoors. The
collector gauge accumulates rainfall until
the equivalent of 1mm is reached, when
an electronic signal is transmitted to the
LCD dispaly unit via a thin cable
included. The collector automatically
empties after each mm is signalled.
Price is £33.84. For further details call

01753 889831.

each individual valve to detect the
faulty one. When it has isolated
the bad valve, it will shut it off
(but the rest of the system will
remain running), report the inci-
dent to the central computer and
then notify the greenkeeper of
what has occurred.

But no matter how much you
fine-tune the controller or the
original design, how you place
your heads and how well they dis-
tribute the water will have the
most impact on your system’s
effectiveness.

Uniformity is the goal of a good
head design and that’s not always
easy to achieve. But, again,
tremendous improvements have
been made in recent years and if
your budget doesn’t stretch to a
new controller your irrigation sys-
tem may be improved by
installing the latest heads.

@ Parts of this article are reprinted by
permission of Golf Course Management,
official publication of the GCSAA.

INTERNATIONAL
OUTLOOK

W An £80million golf complex
is being built in east Germany,
in the grounds of a hunting
lodge where the East German
defence minister used to live..
The Golfpark Schloss
Wilkendorf, about 30 miles
east of Berlin, includes an 18-
hole championship course
designed by Sandy Lyle,
another 18-hole course, a
PGA teaching academy
layout, a driving range and
three practice holes for
beginners. Jointly financed by
German and Swiss investors,
it is being built by British firm
Southern Golf and is due to
open next June.

W First they blamed the
greenkeepers for their missing
balls - the grass was too high!
Then the golfers at Virvik in
Finland thought it might be the
ghost of a one-legged farmer
who was spiriting away up to
40 balls a day. Then they
discovered it was actually a
fox making off with thousands
of pounds worth of balls. A
big search is now on to find
the foxhole!

suitable for your
project.

needs. We offer:

Systems

finance)

Recent contracts

ton, etc, etc.

At North Staffs Irrigation we
can offer a range of equipment
irrigation
A full design and
installation service is provided
ensuring an effective and
efficient system tailored to your individual

include:
Forest, Fairhaven, Beau Desert, Prestatyn, Accring-

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION

An Independent Company

* Fully automatic Irrigation
Systems (including greens, tees,
approaches, etc.)

* Manual Control Irrigation

* Phased Installations
(allowing a basic water supply
to be built upon to achieve full
automatic irrigation over a
period to suit your available

Bangor, Sherwood

Contact us on 0785 812706, Fax 0782 395734 or
at Ivy Mill, Longton Road, Stone,
Staffordshire ST15 8TB.

We are founder members of the BTLIA.
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FINE ‘X’ 8-0-6 + 0.5%Mg + 1.0%Fe
Spring/Summer

High quality fine turf powder fertiliser

Ideal for golf and bowling greens

Added seaweed acts as a natural soil and
turf tonic

Feeds over a long period } rerhrn
10%Fe
VITAX LTD., Organic based :

OWEN STREET, Nutrients carried in a single particle round
COALVILLE, sand
LEICESTER LE67 3DE
TEL: 0530 510060
AD FAX: 0530 510299

REF
139

When you're adding materials, wet or dry,

Ultra Plant’s new High Lift Trailer makes

the job so much easier:

* No more laborious double handling
from trailer to top dresser

* Turns many worksquad jobs into one
man operations

* Protects delicate surfaces and features.

The HL40 has been tried and tested on some of the best courses in Ireland and the UK and adds to Ultra Plant’s growing range of
practical turf care equipment. To arrange a free local demonstration, phone Kevin Gates on 08687 47582.

ULTRA PLANT

Turf Care Equipment Manufacturers, 35 Farlough Road, Newmills, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland BT71 4DU
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NEW PRODUCTS

Jacobsen lays claim to lightest
greensmower on market

Jacobsen has unveiled some
exciting developments, including
new power for its GreensKings
and a new truck that will com-
pete against compact tractors.

We're all familiar with Greens-
Kings in their Kubota diesel or
Kohler engined form, but now
there is a GreensKing IV with a
Briggs and Stratton Vanguard
engine. The result, according to
Jacobsen, is the quietest and
lightest powered greens triplex.

Features of this £13,480
machine include an 11-blade
unit that gives 220 cuts per
metre, units that steer to allow
follow into all the undulations of a
green, a roller base that is 1in
shorter than rival machines when
the groomer is fitted, a Turf-
groomer with intersecting knife
and roller and spiral pattern to
the blade reel, individual reel
control to give handmower-style
finish by turning off the centre
unit, and variable speed back-
lapping.

Jacobsen claim the Greens-
King IV Vanguard is the lightest
greensmower on the market.

Another new product for
greens is the 418 Pedestrian
Greensmower. This unit is pic-
tured with the existing 422 PGM
and the new 426 greensmower
for larger areas and tees. (The
numbers refer to horsepower
and width of cut, eg the 418 has
a 4hp Honda engine and an 18in
cut.)

The 418 has been designed
for very undulating greens and
has a clip rate of 253 cuts per
metre. Prices start at £3,850.

Jacobsen's other new product
is the Workhorse SV (systems
vehicle), a top-of-the-line full-
spec truckster with tractor power

and robustness and truckster
manoeuvrability. Two models are
available, the SV3422 petrol and
the SV2322 diesel. As with all
Jacobsen products, the first two
numbers give the product horse-
power and, with trucks, the sec-
ond pair of numbers give the
truck’'s total payload, eg 2,200
Ibs.

The 3422's power comes from
a front-mounted 34hp, four-cylin-
der Ford petrol engine while the
2322 uses a 23hp, three-cylinder
Kubota diesel engine.

Features include an 8-speed
gearbox, allowing greenkeepers
to mount a full-width topdresser
with 18 cu ft capacity, 200 gallon
sprayer, or full-width slitter. It will
tow a 3 drag gang mower on any
course and a 5 drag gang
mower on a flattish course, says
Jacobsen, But they reckon its
best feature is its manoeuvrability
- rated as 30in internal radius
between rear wheels and an
external radius of 17in. Prices
start at £13,230.

M Sisis has upgraded its Hydro-
main tractor unit to 32hp with a
Kubota diesel engine and added
a four-wheel drive model to the
range.

MH Pattisson & Co Ltd has a
new driving range brochure, fea-
turing products that offer “dura-
bility and reliability at a
competitive price."

Turf grass scientists created

a term todescribe the unique
mechanism they identified whilst
examining the performance of
Netlon Advanced Turf

’ .

Self-cultivation

Self’-cultiva’tion (n. the effect of small polypropylene mesh pieces as
they flex within a free-draining rootzone material to create and maintain
voids and to resist soil compaction. The mechanism takes place as the
surface is compressed during play, maintenance or by other activities.

Maintaining health and minimising
~ damage

You will not find the term self-
cultivation in any dictionaries at the
moment, but you will find evidence
* of its effect on tees, greens

and paths. There

will be deeper root
: penetration, higher

infiltration, greater divot resistance and

faster recovery rates due to the stability

and root anchoring provided by the

elements.

Telephone Emma Burns on 0800 585012 if you would
like more information about Netlon Advanced Turf or

Netlon

Netlon Advanced Turf Systems,
ADVANCED TURF

Netlon Limited,

Kelly Street, Blackburn,
England BB2 4P]

Telephone: +44 (0)254 262431
Fax: +44 (0)254 694302

Netlon is the registered trade mark of Netlon Limited in the UK, the USA & other countries.
Netlon Advanced Turfis patented in the UK, the USA & other countries.

Company. i
| Address

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL November 1994 37



IRY
TRIDENT!

The Specialists In
sports turf maintenance products

Trident are the specialists Our specialist services

for all your requirements include on site advice from
in sports turf maintenance qualified sales people plus
including fine turf fully fitted mobile display
fertilizers, grass seed vehicles to help you choose
mixtures and linemarking those special items of
products plus the finest equipment.

range of sports turf sands .

and dressings you will It costs nothing to try
find anywhere. Trident - just talk to us

free on 0800 614964

('FREE 0800 614964

WH@U@H T

THE AMENITY PROFESSIONALS

>>> 4
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Next stop
America

riginally Euan Grant went to university

because he wanted to manage a gym or
leisure centre. He could end up managing
something much more impressive — a champi-
onship golf course.

Euan, 24, pictured right, is currently work-
ing at Effingham Golf Club, Surrey. He has
been there two years and says he is very
lucky: “They are a very forward thinking club
regarding education, sending me to Plumpton
College to study City and Guilds phase II
greenkeeping and sports turf management,
PA1 and PA2, plus basic health and safety
seminars, and an irrigation course at Water-
mation.”

His parents and friends were surprised, to
say the least, when Euan, who has a honours
degree in sport and leisure management from
the University of Leeds, said he wanted to be
a greenkeeper.

But it’s a job he loves. “I look forward to
each day and each new challenge,” he says.
And he has big ambitions. “I want to manage
a championship course or become an
agronomist to the European Tour.”

He is definitely on the right tracks and his

| GREENS TURF, GLENEAGLES
MONARCH'S GOLF COURSE.
" THE FINEST TURF IN SCOTLAND."
[ (Pic. courtesy Gleneagles Golf Developments)

save you money.

ROLLS OUT THE RED CARPET
L]

Yn won't pay a premium for Lindum's high quality seeded turf.

In fact, their efficiency, low costs and minimal wastage could

GARDEN FESTIVAL WALES.
" THE LARGEST LANDSCAPE
TURF ORDER IN THE UK "

STANDARD SIZE OR BIG ROLLS,
EXPERT LAYING SERVICE
AVAILABLE.

The Lindum Turf organisation has grown on its reputation for
quality. From the seed varieties, the groundsmanship skills,

to the range of turf available - for all uses between international
standard golf greens and the UK's largest garden festival.

And in its field, Lindum's service is second to none. Helpful,
friendly and green-fingered staff. Reliable deliveries.

Soil advisory service and turf laying facility available.

Also seed mixtures and fertilisers supplied to customer's
special requirements.

So why not be a VIP and get the
quality and service
you deserve.

LA
-

LIN

Ve © !l.

THE RED CARPET

TREATMENT.
AT DOWN TO EARTH
PRICES.

WEST GRANGE, THORGANBY, YORK YO4 6DJ
TELEPHONE 0904 448675 FAX 0904 448713
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TORO/PGA EUROPEAN TOUR STUDENT GREENKEEPER OF THE YEAR

Judge’s praise for tomorrow’s course

career has just received a major shot in the
arm. He has been named as the Toro/PGA
European Tour Student Greenkeeper of the
Year. His prize is a Toro scholarship — a six-
week residential turf management study
course at the University of Massachussetts in
the USA this winter, plus visits to Toro’s head-
quarters in Minneapolis and the Toro Irriga-
tion Division in California, plus, if there is
time, a trip to the GCSAA’s show in San Fran-
cisco.

Euan is very excited about his prize, but is
quick to praise his club. “They have been bril-
liant,” he says. Brilliant is an understatement.
Effingham Golf Club have promoted Euan to
first assistant and will pay him this increased
wage for the two months he is away, even
though they know they may lose him next
summer when he seeks to move up the ladder
to a deputy’s post.

His course manager, Peter Broadbent, says
Effingham GC believes in education and is
very proud of Euan’s success.

Hard decision
Judging panels always say choosing a winner
was difficult because of the high calibre of the

THE FIVE JUDGES

Graham Dale, managing director of Lely
(UK) Ltd

Ted Riley, Toro sales and marketing
director for Europe

Bruce Jamieson, PGA European Tour's
director of agronomy

Neil Thomas, executive director of BIGGA

Dean Cleaver, chairman of BIGGA's
education sub-committee

THE OTHER REGIONAL WINNERS

Simon Heppenstall, from the Outlane Golf
Club, Huddersfield

Vincent Lee from the Great Barr Golf
Club, Birmingham

Ken Moore from Shandon Park, Northern
Ireland

Stephen Pellatt from Lee-on-Solent Golf
Club, Hampshire

candidates. Having sat in on some of the

interviews at Aldwark Manor, I know how

difficult a decision the five judges had.
Graham Dale, managing director of Toro

distributors Lely (UK) Ltd, believes all seven
of the regional winners who were invited to
the national final will one day go on to make
excellent course managers or head green-
keepers.

But, in the end, they had to pick an overall
winner and two runners-up. The runners-up
were Margeir Vilhjalmsson, who is currently
working at Gleneagles on their Excellence in
Golf Award Scheme (see page 3), and Byron
Thomas, the first assistant at Morlais Castle
Golf Club near Merthyr Tydfil.

Their prize is provided by the PGA Euro-
pean Tour. Margeir and Byron will attend the
Tour’s greenkeeping conference in La Manga
in January and then help out at two PGA
events, one in the UK and one on the Conti-
nent. “They will help with the preparation of
the course each morning and evening,” said
Bruce Jamieson, the PGA European Tour’s
director of agronomy.

They are both delighted with their prize.
“I'm looking forward to working with the
European Tour, it’s going to be a good experi-
ence,” said Byron, who completed City and
Guilds phases I and II in greenkeeping and
sports turf managment at Pencoed while

Whatever time of year, this busy greenkeeper needs the right tools

stability and three-wheel manoeuvrability, that’s precisely what he’s got.
behind him to keep the golf course superb. With the Workman 3000 Toro attachments or those of our keenest rival can be mid or rear mounted

Series which boasts a large flexible carrying capacity, four-wheel in almost any combination. It’s another example of how we've worked to

CONGRATULATIONS TO EUAN GRANT, EFFINGHAM GOLF CLUB, WINNER OF THIS YEAR'S TORO/LELY (UK) LTD/PGA EUROPEAN TOUR STUDENT GREENKEEPER AWARD



