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But not out of the way 
...and Harrogate between January 23-27,1995 
is most definitely the centre of the universe for 
* Course Managers/Head Greenkeepers * Greenkeepers 
* Golf club owners and officials * Golf club secretaries * Green chairmen 
* Greens convenors * Golf course architects * Golf course constructors 
* Groundsmen * Local Authority specifiers and executives 
* Landscape contractors * Maintenance contractors * Agronomists 
* Conservationists ¥ Ecologists * Manufacturers and dealers 
* Irrigation specialists * Consultants 
...and everyone with an interest in fine turf maintenance. 
The BTME week in Harrogate is truly an event you should shift heaven and earth to attend. 

BIGGA National Education Conference: January 23—24,1995 
BTME and Educational Seminar Programme: January 25-27,1995 

TO PRE-REGISTER, COMPLETE AND RETURN THE CARD FACING PAGE 50 OR CALL THE BTME HOTLINE: 0347 838581 
Pre-registering enters you in a free competition with prizes worth £200. It also 
ensures quick and easy entry into the event Your badge and full information 
will be sent to you early in '95 just before the BTME week. 

Ask for more details 
For comprehensive information of all that's going on, telephone 0347 838581 and ask to speak to Ken Richardson, 
BIGGA's education officer. He'll answer all your questions and send you a copy of "The Learning Experience". 
Event organisers are the British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, 
York Y06 2NF. You can also request a copy of "The Learning Experience" by fax: 0347 838864. 
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Convent school 
is converted 
It has taken seven years 
and £28m to transform a 
convent school into a top 
leisure and golf resort. 
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Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund 
The Fund provides the key to the future for 
greenkeeper, golf club and game. Individuals and 
companies can join the Golden Key Circle and Silver 
Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 0347 838581 

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• ET Breakwell Ltd • Hardi Ltd • Hayters PLC 
• ICI Professional Products • Jacobsens • Kubota UK Ltd 
• Lely UK Ltd • Rigby Taylor Ltd • Toro Irrigation 

SILVER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS: 
• Ransomes • Risboro' Turf 
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For a BTME '95 information pack call Louise Lunn on 0347 838581 - quickly! Only SIX stands still available! 
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• B International continues 
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we advertise 
- PETER JEFFORD, 
Managing Director, 
Rufford Top Dress Supplies Ltd 
FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
Bill Lynch on 091 413 7218, or 
Carol Dutton or Louise Lunn at 
BIGGA HQ on 0347 838581. 
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issue. Just state 
the companies' Ad Ref 
numbers, post the card to us and 
we'll arrange for further informa-
tion to be sent to you direct. 
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WE SAY 

Preparing for 
the challenge 

You may not have heard of 
the European Golf Associa-

tion Ecology Unit or indeed the 
Global Anti-Golf Movement 
(GAGM) but increasingly ecologi-
cal issues will impinge on green-
keepers and the golf courses they 
maintain. In terms of developing 
an environmental strategy for 
golf in Europe we are some way 
behind developments in the USA 
whilst from an Association view-
point there is a clear need for 
guidelines and for the adoption of 
a pro-active position. 

The EGA Ecology Unit was 
established earlier this year and is 
based in Brussels. Funded by the 
R & A, the PGA European Tour 
and the European Golf Associa-
tion, the Unit is headed by David 
Stubbs as Executive Director. He 
will be known to a number of you 
through his past participation in 
BIGGA seminar programmes. This 
body represents 2 6 Golf Federa-
tions and will act as a clearing 
house for information. It will be 
able to take the pressure off indi-
vidual countries spending time 
and money building up their own 
defences against the likes of the 
Global Anti-Golf Movement, 
which is contracted to the intimi-
dating acronym of "gag 'em", and 
claims a membership of 2 5 0 
groups in 15 countries. One of 
their recent meetings brought 
together 3 0 0 participants from 
ten countries including the 
United Kingdom. This grassroots 
movement has signified its pres-
ence by declaring a World No 
Golf Day - and subsequently a 
World No Golf Year. It has also 
militated for a moratorium on 
new golf course construction and 
called for a ban on the introduc-
tion of the sport into the 
Olympics. Have no doubt that 
formidable forces are lining up 
who believe that golf courses 
serve only to rob farmland, 
destroy national parks, waste pre-
cious water and increase the use 
of toxic pesticides and herbicides 
needed to keep greens green. 
Over the past six months there 
have been a record number of 
critical reports in the USA media 
about golf courses and pesticide 
use. 

Both individual greenkeepers 
and the Association need to be 
prepared. We will need to accen-
tuate the positive and to be in 

BIGGA in focus 
BY NEIL THOMAS 

possession of hard facts and 
detailed information which is 
where the Ecology Unit will be 
able to help. In recent discussions 
with David Stubbs, we are agreed 
on the need for BIGGA to adopt 
an increasingly high-profile role 
in environmental matters work-
ing closely with the Ecology Unit. 
There will be a need for research 
and to establish a European 
database on golf course manage-
ment practices. Discussions are 
ongoing regarding an official 
Ecology Unit Survey in conjunc-
tion with BIGGA. On this note, 
beware of unsolicited surveys 
seeking to elicit often sensitive 
information without stating how 
the information will be used and 
for what purpose. Ultimately, it 
could well be used to your own 
and the profession's detriment. 

'We need to know of 
good working practices 
- and of problems too' 

The Association must move for-
ward with the EGA Ecology Unit 
and the forging in recent months 
of close links augurs well for a 
united approach to ecological 
matters. 

The R & A has recently agreed 
to create an R & A Golf Course 
Advisory Panel to replace the for-
mer Joint Golf Course Commit-
tee. The object of the Panel, 
which will consist of members 
invited from the Home Unions 
together with persons with spe-
cialist knowledge, will be to 
advise the R & A External Funds 
Supervisory Committee on the 
use of funds which they might 
make available for research and 
environmental concerns as they 
affect golf courses, and for bring-
ing about a general improvement 

in the construction and mainte-
nance of golf courses. Amongst 
the Panel working parties under 
consideration is one to cover ecol-
ogy in Europe and whilst at first 
sight there would appear to be 
some overlapping of function 
with the work of the Ecology Unit 
Management Committee, it is cer-
tainly encouraging that ecological 
concerns are now to the fore 
within the game of golf. 

As individual greenkeepers you 
need to be alert and aware. You 
need to know the facts and com-
municate them to golfers, media 
and decision makers in your local 
community. You will need to par-
ticipate in a grassroots campaign 
to build an influential lobby 
which supports golf courses as 
environmentally friendly. Let oth-
ers know about the environmen-
tal benefits of golf courses, the 
safety of your practices and the 
testing and research required to 
register a pesticide product. Invite 
those with influence to visit your 
course and see your facility first-
hand. Ensure that you apply envi-
ronmentally sound management 
techniques on your golf course 
and seek to promote a positive 
environmental image of both golf 
and the golf course. 

Together we must use our mag-
azine, Greenkeeper International 
to promote the positive environ-
mental aspects of the golf course 
and where you have practical 
examples please let us know 
about them. We need informa-
tion, we need to know of good 
working practices and we need to 
know of problems too. The Asso-
ciation must commit itself to a 
process which will encourage 
every greenkeeper to conduct golf 
course management practices in a 
manner which respects the envi-
ronment. The use of turf chemi-
cals, the impact of water and soil 
quality, amounts of irrigation 
water used and disruption of 
wildlife habitat are all concerns 
which must be addressed by the 
golf industry. Your input is vitally 
necessary and in combining 
research, education and commu-
nication, BIGGA will seek to over-
come public misconceptions of 
the negative environmental 
impact of golf courses which if 
left uncorrected will surely pose a 
serious threat to the vitality and 
integrity of the game. 

Boost for BIGGA's 
new library 
More than £300 worth of 
b o o k s h a v e b e e n d e l i v e r e d t o 
B I G G A ' s n e w l i b r a r y , c o u r t e s y 
o f L e w i s P u b l i s h e r s , a l e a d i n g 
p u b l i s h e r o f b o o k s o n tu r f 
m a n a g e m e n t . 

T h e s e t o f b o o k s i n c l u d e s : 
J a m e s V a r g a s ' ' M a n a g e m e n t 
o f T u r f g r a s s D i s e a s e s : 2 n d 
e d i t i o n ' ( £ 5 2 . 5 0 ) ; A n n L e s l i e ' s 
' H a n d b o o k o f I n t e g r a t e d P e s t 
M a n a g e m e n t f o r Tu r f a n d 
O r n a m e n t a l s ' ( £ 6 1 . 5 0 ) ; t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s G o l f 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s ' W a s t e w a t e r 
R e u s e f o r G o l f C o u r s e 
I r r i g a t i o n ' ( £ 4 5 ) ; D o n a l d 
H a r k e r e t a l ' s ' L a n d s c a p e 
R e s t o r a t i o n H a n d b o o k ' ( £ 6 5 ) ; 
J a m e s B a l o g h & W i l l i a m 
W a l k e r ' s ' G o l f C o u r s e 
M a n a g e m e n t a n d 
C o n s t r u c t i o n : E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
I s s u e s ' ( £ 6 1 ) . 

L e w i s P u b l i s h e r s , a U S 
ou t f i t w h i c h is m a k i n g i n r o a d s 
i n to t h e U K a n d E u r o p e a n 
g o l f s c e n e , h a s a l s o p r o m i s e d 
t o p r o v i d e B I G G A w i t h a c o p y 
o f T h o m a s W a t s c h k e ' s 
' M a n a g i n g T u r f g r a s s P e s t s ' 
( £ 5 7 . 5 0 ) w h e n it b e c o m e s 
a v a i l a b l e l a te r t h i s m o n t h . 

T h e n t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
l i b r a r y , w h i c h w a s s e t u p w i t h 
f u n d s f r o m t h e R & A , w i l l h a v e 
a c o m p l e t e c o l l e c t i o n o f tu r f 
m a n a g e m e n t b o o k s f r o m t h i s 
p u b l i s h e r . A f t e r b r o w s i n g 
b r i e f l y t h r o u g h t h e c o l l e c t i o n , 
o n e o f t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g 
b o o k s l o o k s t o b e t h e 
H a n d b o o k o f I n t e g r a t e d P e s t 
M a n a g e m e n t f o r T u r f a n d 
O r n a m e n t a l s a s it l o o k s a t t h e 
l a t es t d e v e l o p m e n t s in I P M , 
w h i c h is g a i n i n g g r o u n d a s 
o n e o f t h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e 
w a y s t o l im i t p e s t i c i d e u s e . 
T h i s , a n d t h e o t h e r b o o k s in 
t h e c o l l e c t i o n , w i l l b e 
r e v i e w e d in a f u t u r e i s s u e b y 
s o m e o f t h e U K ' s l e a d i n g 
g r e e n k e e p e r s . 

T o f i n d o u t h o w y o u c a n 
b o r r o w t h e b o o k f r o m o u r 
l i b r a r y c a l l 0 3 4 7 8 3 8 5 8 1 . T o 
o r d e r y o u r v e r y o w n c o p y 
s e n d B I G G A a c h e q u e 
( i n c l u d i n g £ 1 . 5 0 p & p ) . 

Filming continues 
F i l m i n g o f B I G G A ' s l a t es t 
v i d e o , a g u i d e t o c o u r s e 
p r e p a r a t i o n , h a s m o v e d f r o m 
P r e s t b u r y a n d R o y a l L i v e r p o o l 
c o u r s e s t o t h e H o u s e o f 
L o r d s . V i s c o u n t W h i t e l a w , 
B I G G A ' s p r e s i d e n t , w i l l 
i n t r o d u c e t h e v i d e o , w h i c h is 
f u n d e d b y B I G G A ' s 
E d u c a t i o n D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d 
a n d w i l l b e l a u n c h e d at B T M E . 



Gleneagles, 
Ransomes 
link up for 
education 
scheme 

The Gleneagles Hotel is doing its 
bit to help UK colleges supply 
high-quality qualified green-
keepers. The Gleneagles Excel-
lence in Golf Award Scheme 
offers six students each year an 
opportunity to gain a compre-
hensive practical and theoretical 
extension to their training. The 
students are specially selected 
from nine associated colleges 
who offer a greenkeeper training 
sandwich course. 

The award scheme focuses on 
two key areas, practical and the-

Pictured from left: Simon Crawford, 
John Kelsey, Margeir Vilhjalmsson, 
Alan Johnstone, Jeff Hardcast le, 
Euan MacKenzie; seated: Lisa 
Gifford and Stuart Green 

oretical. Practical experience is 
gained through working with 
the operational team managing 
the golf facilities at Gleneagles, 
covering areas of the resort 
including golf operations, golf 
administration, the golf shop 
and retail outlets, the golf 
academy and golf event plan-
ning. Theoretical tutorials are 
provided with the assistance of 

suppliers in the industry. 
One of the industry's main 

suppliers of turf care machinery, 
Ransomes, together with distrib-
utor Scottish Grass Machinery 
Ltd, have entered into a three-
year partnership to provide sub-
stantial student bursary awards 
based upon project and practical 
assessments throughout the 
year. They are also assisting the 
funding of additional library 
material at Gleneagles for the 
benefit of both the students and 
the permanent staff at the resort. 

Americans buy Grace Sierra 
Grace Sierra UK has changed its 
name to Scotts UK Ltd following 
its acquisition by The Scotts 
Company, USA earlier this year. 
Commenting on the 
changeover, Mark Hunt, UK turf 
and landscape manager, said: 
"The takeover by Scotts will 
complement our already suc-
cessful coated fertiliser range, 

enabling us to introduce new 
products based on technology 
unique to Scotts in the United 
States. 

"This in turn will increase our 
service to our customers by pro-
viding a wider range of prod-
ucts suitable for application 
areas not currently served by 
our existing product range." 

• Mark De Ath, 
former marketing 
manager with 
Nomix-Chipman, 
has joined 
Headland 
Agrochemicals 
as part of its 

expansion in the amenity 
sector. 

• Saddleworth GC's Nigel 
Potter, 33, has moved from 
the Oldham area to take over 
as head greenkeeper at 
Meltham, near Huddersfield, 
with Gerald Walker as the 
deputy head. 

• MacDonald Turf 
Management has appointed 
Richard Hendry, formerly a 
greenkeeper at Forres GC, as 
a sales representative for the 
north of Scotland. Gordon 
Coventry, another former 
greenkeeper, has joined the 
firm to do contracting work on 
golf courses and bowling 
greens throughout Scotland. 

• Kim Macfie is sales and 
marketing director for 
Hayters, not manager, as we 
incorrectly stated in a picture 
caption last month. Sorry Kim! 

FLYING DIVOTS 
• BIGGA has finalised the 
dates for three of its big 
events next year. The 1995 
National Tournament will be 
held at the St Annes Old 
Links Golf Club, Lytham St 
Annes from July 31 to August 
2. The 1995 final of the Hayter 
Challenge Tournament will be 
held at the West Lancashire 
Golf Club, Blundellsands on 
September 13 and 14. The 
1995 final of the Toro/PGA 
European Tour Student 
Greenkeeper of the Year 
Award will be held at Aldwark 
Manor on October 8 and 9. 

• The Association was 
saddened to learn of the 
sudden death of Stephen 
Dinsdale, a greenkeeper at 
Richmond GC, North 
Yorkshire, from a brain 
haemorrhage. He was 36. 

• Gordon Smith will take over 
from 67-year-old William 
Barrie, retiring head 
greenkeeper at Liphook GC, 
on January 1 1995. 

• Alex MacKay, 39, is set to 
take over as head 
greenkeeper of 27-hole 
Machrihanish Golf Club, 
Argyll, this month. 

• Composts and 
fertilisers supplier 
Levington 
Horticulture has 
appointed Paul 
Nicholls national 
sales manager 
for the 

professional 
horticulture department. He 
was previously regional sales 
manager for the southern area. 



NORTHERN 
ENGLAND 
GIBSONS GARDEN BY APPOINTMENT TO H.M. THE QUEEN 
MACHINERY LIMITED MANUFACTURERS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY HAYTER SCOTLAND 
POWERSHIFT 
Dundee 
0382 24152 

NORTHERN 
ENGLAND 
GIBSONS GARDEN 
MACHINERY LIMITED 
Kirkham 
0772 682516 

FEWSTERAGRIC 
SERVICES LIMITED 
Seaton Burn 
091 236 4155 

F R SHARROCK 
LIMITED 
Wigan 
0257 422710 

MOUNTAINS MOWERS 
Leeds 
0532 531201 

SEWARD 
AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY 
Beverley 
0482 869155 

MIDLANDS 
GROUNDCARE 
Lincoln 
0526 860060 

MITCHELL FARM 
INDUSTRIES LTD 
Nottingham 
0785 787987 

MOTRAC 
Nesscliffe 
0743 741528 

WFIGRASSCARE 
Stratford upon Avon 
0789 204073 

WOODLANDS 
BRIGSTOCK LIMITED 
Kettering 
0536 373238 

EAST ANGLIA 
BEN BURGESS 
GARDEN EQUIPMENT 
LIMITED 
Norwich 
0603 628251 

EASTERN 
TRACTORS 
Chelmsford 
0245 256281 

GRASSHOPPER 
HORT. LIMITED 
Chelmsford 
0245 362377 

GOLF AND TURF 
EQUIPMENT 
Codicote 
0438 820879 

RISBORO TURF 
LIMITED 
Princes 
Risborough 
0844 274127 

THURLOW NUNN 
STANDEN LIMITED 
Ely 
0353 662871 

T H E C O U R S E L E A D E R 
T93 

5 W ENGLAND 
DEVON GARDEN 
MACHINERY 
LIMITED 
Torquay 
0803 872124 

GWILLIAM 
KELLAND LTD 
Bridgwater 
0278 722977 

RON SMITH 
AND C O LIMITED 
Worcester 
0905 23887 

HENNINGS 
HORTICULTURAL LTD 
Falmouth 
0326 250020 

LONDON 
6 SOUTHERN 
ENGLAND 
G O L F A N D T U R F 
EQUIPMENT 
Basingstoke 
0734 326484 

DRAKE AND 
FLETCHER LIMITED 
Ashford 
0233 6250445 

E O CULVERWELL 
Lewes 
0273 480250 

NEW FOREST FARM 
MACHINERY LIMITED 
Ringwood 
0425 472572 

RISBORO TURF 
LIMITED 
Princes Risborough 
0844 274127 

NORTH WALES 
MAJOR R OWEN 
LIMITED 
Penrh yndeiidraeth 
0766 770261 

SOUTH WALES 
PRO TURF 
Carmarthen 
0267 233648 

TED HOPKINS 
Newport 
0633 680754 

NORTHERN 
IRELAND 
CYRIL JOHNSTON 
AND CO LIMITED 
Belfast 
0232 813121 

SOUTHERN 
IRELAND 
DUBLIN GRASS 
MACHINERY 
Dublin 
010 353 1 386995 

J O H N O'FLYNN 
AND SON LIMITED 
Cork 
010 353 21314088 

CHANNEL 
ISLANDS 
TONY MAHY 
Guernsey 
0481 45468 

/ h e masterful T93 gives a superb 
cut with complete reliability 
and ease of operation. 
Three supreme quality cylinder 
heads with simple, precis ion 
height of cut adjustment, mow 
down to 3/32" (2 .4mm) across a 
width of 6 l V 2 " ( 1 5 6 c m ) . j 

THE PROFESSIONALS' NUMBER ONE CHOICE 

The T93 with its 16 hp Kubota 
d i e s e l is ful ly h y d r o s t a t i c . 
Many parts are interchangeable 
a n d s e r v i c i n g a n d d a i l y 

m a i n t e n a n c e a r e s i m p l e . 
Features such as the adjustable 

s e a t and s t e e r i n g c o l u m n 
e n s u r e o p e r a t o r c o m f o r t . 

Hayters PLC, Spellbrook, Bishop s Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU Telephone: (0279) 600919 Facsimile: (0279) 600338 



NEWS 
Muirfield tops 
chart of best 
British courses 

Muirfield — now in the hands of the former 
deputy head greenkeeper, Colin Irvine - has 
been voted the Best Course in the British Islès 
by Golf World magazine. Royal Birkdalé, the 
top English course, where Chris Whittle, 
Irvine's former boss, is now in charge follow-
ing the retirement of Tom O'Brien, is number 
6. 

The rest of the top 10 looks like this: 2, St 
Andrews (Old), Scotland; 3, Royal Portrush 
(Dunluce), N Ireland; 4, Royal County Down, 
N Ireland; 5, Turnberry (Ailsa), Scotland; 7, 
Portmarnock, Eire; 8, Ballybunion (Old), 
Eire; 9, Royal St George's, England; 10, 
Carnoustie, Scotland. 

New to the top 50 are Portstewart in North-
ern Ireland (38), St Enodoc in Cornwall (44), 
Woburn (Duke's) in Buckinghamshire (47) , 
and Killarney (Killeen) in Eire (50) . 

This year's rankings, which are published in 
the November issue, have been extended 
from the top 50 to the top 100. Two of the 
courses listed have less than 18 holes. Suf-
folk's Royal Worlington & Newmarket, often 
referred to as "the finest 9-hole course in the 
world", is at number 61, and 12-holé Shiskine 
on the Isle of Arran, Scotland, is at number 
100. 

New courses making the list include Arnold 
Palmer's K-Club in Eire (93) , Slaley Hall in 
Northumberland (90) and this month's fea-
tured course, Hanbury Manor (94)'. 

In the same issue, Golf World also pub-
lishes its, top 10 new developments (built 
since January 1992) . These are: 1, Loch 
Lomond; 2, Chart Hills; 3, The Oxfordshire; 4 
Monarch's Course; 5, The Buckinghamshire; 
6, The European Club; 7, The London Club; 
8, Cam; 9, Bowood; 10, Hever. 

Cash bounty for 
Rolawn thieves 
Enough grass seed to produce 40 acres of turf 
has been stolen from Rolawn's headquarters 
near York. The cultivated turf producer was 
able to replace the seed quickly but the direc-
tors are determined to see that the thieves are 
caught and are offering £1 ,000 reward for 
information that leads to a prosecution. Any-
one with information should contact Ken 
Dawson, Rolawn's chairman, on 0 9 0 4 
608661. 

College's big plans 
A year after celebrating its centenary, Writtle 
College in Chelmsford, Essex, is planning to 
build a £400 ,000 amenity landscape teaching 
centre which will include a 500m2 workshop, 
new classrooms and staff offices when it's 
built next year. 

New distributor 
Rhône-Poulenc Environmental Products has 
appointed County Amenity as a new distribu-
tor for Lancashire, Cheshire, Gt Manchester, 
Merseyside, North Wales, Shropshire, Der-
byshire, Yorkshire, Tyne & Wear and Hum-
berside. Tel: 0925 758886. 

NEW PRODUCTS 
• R o f f e y B r o t h e r s a r e p l a n n i n g t o l a u n c h a 
n e w f l a g s h i p f e r t i l i s e r f o r s p r i n g ' 9 5 -
G y p r o n i t . T h e B o u r n e m o u t h - b a s e d f i r m 
s a y s G y p r o n i t s u p p l i e s g o o d l e v e l s o f su l -
p h u r a n d t h a t in t r i a l s it " r e f i n e d a n d 
e n c o u r a g e d t h e d o m i n a n c e o f f i n e r 
g r a s s e s w i t h i n t h e s w a r d . " P r i c e is £ 1 2 . 3 2 
p e r 2 5 k g s . Te l : 0 2 0 2 5 3 7 7 7 7 . 
• B r i t i s h f i r m C o o p e r P e g l e r h a s c e l e -
b r a t e d its 1 0 0 t h y e a r o f t r a d i n g b y l a u n c h -
i n g a n a l l - n e w k n a p s a c k s p r a y e r . T h e 
S e r i e s 2 0 0 0 p i s t o n - p u m p s p r a y e r s h a v e 
b e e n d e s i g n e d t o e x c e e d p r e v i o u s s t a n -
d a r d s fo r s a f e t y a n d e f f i c i e n c y , c l a i m s t h e 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d f i rm . Te l : 0 6 7 0 5 2 2 2 2 5 . 

Education 
update 
BY KEN RICHARDSON 

Winners all 
Toro/Lely/PGA European Tour 
Student of the Year 
The final of the Toro/Lely/PGA European 
Tour Student of the Year Competition was 
held at Aldwark Manor on Monday Octo-
ber 3, see pages 39-41 for full details. 

After a long and difficult day of inter-
viewing and deliberations, the panel of 
judges selected Euan Grant as the winner 
with Byron Thomas and Margeir Vilh-
jalmsson taking the runners up prizes. I 
anticipated that the final decision would 
be difficult due to the very high standard 
of all the finalists and all participants 
should be proud of their achievement in 
reaching the final stages. 

Master Greenkeeper Cer t i f icate 
The next Stage 3 Module Examination for 
the Master Greenkeper Certificate will be 
held on December 2 at Aldwark Manor, or 
other venue by arrangement. 

To prepare candidates for the examina-
tion, we will be holding an examination 
technique day on November 21, at Ald-
wark Manor. All those wishing to sit the 
examination in December or in the near 
future should find the day very useful. A 
review of the MGC will take place in early 
December and any members with ideas 
on how the scheme should, or should not 
be changed should submit them to me at 
Aldwark Manor. 

National Educat ion Conference 
A great deal of interest has already been 
shown in the 1995 National Education 
Conference. If you wish to attend what 
promises to be a varied, thought-provok-
ing, educational event then book early. 
Full details were included in the October 
issue of Greenkeeper International and fur-
ther copies of the Conference and Semi-
nar timetable can be obtained from 
headquarters. 

Videos 
The Toro-sponsored video titled "Raising 
the Standard of Mowing Management", 
has been distributed to all BIGGA course 
managers and head greenkeepers. Further 
copies can be obtained from headquarters 
priced at £14.95 for BIGGA members and 
£19 .95 for non-members. The methods 
and standards of mowing practice shown 
in the video have been endorsed by 
BIGGA and the video should prove to be a 
useful training aid. 

ICI Premier Greenkeeper of the Year 
In the last edition of Greenkeeper Interna-
tional, the dates for the Final of the ICI 
Premier Greenkeeper competition were 
given, incorrectly. The final will be held at 
Aldwark Manor on December 4 and 5. 

• G r i n d i n g 
m a c h i n e m a n u -
f a c t u r e r 
S u p r e m e M o w -
i n g h a s d e v e l -
o p e d a f u l l y 
a u t o m a t i c s y s -

t e m e n a b l i n g u n a t t e n d e d 
re l i e f g r i n d i n g o f p r e c i s i o n m o w i n g c y l i n -
d e r s . S u i t a b l e f o r u s e w i t h t h e c o m p a n y ' s 
S u p r e m e S y s t e m a n d G o l f L e a d e r c y l i n d e r 
g r i n d e r s , t h e p a t e n t e d re l i e f g r i n d i n g 
a t t a c h m e n t e n a b l e s m e c h a n i c s t o a p p l y a 
r e l i e f a n g l e t o e a c h b l a d e o f a c u t t i n g 
c y l i n d e r a u t o m a t i c a l l y . P r i c e is £ 2 3 0 . 



COLLEGES T h e 5th 

IJN[T^EJ? N A T I O N A L 
2 0 0 O 

"THE" Exhibition and 
Conference for Golf Courses 

and Driving Ranges 
Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey, Nr London 

November 22nd-24th, 1994 

EXHIBITOR PROFILE: 
Appraisal Lake Construction 
Bridges Landscaping 
Carpeting Lockers 
Clubhouse Architects Mowers 
Computer Systems Netting 
Constructors Planning 
Course Equipment Project Management 
Earth Moving Range Equipment 
Fencing Seed & Turf 
Finance Shop Fitting 
Furniture Signage 
Golf Architects Surveying 
Greenkeeping Tee Mats 
Golf Carts Top Dressings 
Insurance Tractors 
Irrigation Etc. 

FULL SUPPORTING SEMINARS 
ON ALL THREE DAYS 

Sponsored by GOLF CLUB MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAMME 
Seminar 1: Launching a new golf facility 
Seminar 2: The practicalities of golf 

course construction 
Seminar 3: Management of golf facilities 

for profitability 
Seminar 4: Establishing golf driving 

ranges 
Seminar 5: Golf Club Management forum 

Pre-register for your free exhibition entry 

For full information and stand availability, 
please contact: 

INTER-GOLF EXHIBITIONS 
TELEPHONE: UK 0243 771100 
FACSIMILE: UK 0243 771122 

A WIDER RANGE OF SPORTS TURF COURSES 
Full Time BTEC National Diploma - Sports Turf Management 
NEBAHAI National Certificate - Sports Turf Technology 
Part Time 
NVQ Level 2 - Sports Turf with Options in 
- Golf greenkeeping (in accordance with GTC Manual) 
- Groundsmanship (in accordance with IOG manual) 
NVQ Level 3 - Sports Turf Management 
IOG Intermediate and Final Diplomas 
(Two Years Evening Course) 
FEPA Training Courses - PA1, PA2, PA6 
For further information please contact STUDENT APPLICATIONS 

FREEPOST Otley College Otley Ipswich 
Suffolk IP6 9BR Tel 0473 785543 

UNIVERSAL SWIVEL 
TUBE FLAGPINS 

Available in 6ft, 8ft, 10ft and 12ft 
lengths of 12" PVC Swivel Tube 

suspended on Nylon bearings with a 
quick release Acorn shaped cap. 

Our new Swivel Tube Flags will adapt 
to any universal manufacturer's 

flag pin 
• * * 

WINTER HOLE CUPS 
The concept o f the W in te r Hole Cup g r o w s 

each year . This has to be the most economica l 
w a y of sav ing y o u r greens in b a d w e a t h e r . 

• • • 

WINTER TEE MATS 
There a re n o w m a n y opt ions of sav ing the 

Tee a rea , a n d none bet ter t han the Tee M a t . 

CALL N O W FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

H. PATTISSON & CO LTD, 
342 SELBOURNE ROAD, 
LUTON, BEDS LU4 8NU 

TEL: 0 5 8 2 597262 FAX: 0 5 8 2 505241 



Beaming you up into 
the show of the year 

Z/jlBteN biGGA is adopting a new pre-regis-
f . W W ^ tration system and employing the 

latest technology to ensure that vis-
X1S£MIN** itors to next year's BTME at Harro-

gate (January 25-27) are whisked into the 
show within seconds of arrival. 

At the last BTME, BIGGA was caught out by 
its own success and visitors were queueing to 
get in despite pre-registering. The new system 
should mean that even with the anticipated 
record numbers of visitors, there should be no 
delay in getting you into the exhibition halls. 

For the first time, people who pre-register 
will get their badges mailed to them prior to 
the event. These badges contain a barcode. 
When the pre-registered visitor turns up at the 
Harrogate International Centre, this barcode 
will be 'read' by a light pen - a matter of sec-
onds - as you enter the hall. 

A light pen will also be given free to most of 
the exhibitors so they can make a note of who 
they've been talking to (name, job title, course, 
address) by simply scanning your badge. Your 
details will then be logged automatically for the 
exhibitor, so you won't have to hand out busi-
ness cards left, right and centre or hang around 
while someone writes down all your details in a 
book. 

Coventry Data Services, specialists in this 
field since the '60s, have been commissioned by 
BIGGA to operate this convenient system. 

Of course the key to getting in faster is to 
pre-register by using the pre-paid card facing 
page 50 in this magazine. The cards from last 
month's Greenkeeper International have already 
started to arrive at BIGGA HQ. The first person 
to pre-register for BTME '95 is Paul Kellett, 
head greenkeeper at Norton Golf Course in 
Cleveland. 

The forms to register for next year's National 
Education Conference, which precedes BTME, 
are also flooding in. First off the mark there 
was Paul Lockett, course manager at South 
Beds Golf Club, Bedfordshire. (And he's volun-
teered to take part in the Karaoke Night on Jan-
uary 25). 

If all the high calibre speakers at the confer-
ence aren't enough to tempt you, the thought 
of Paul singing something like My Way should 
have you rushing to fill in your forms. 

Among the greenkeepers performing in The 
Majestic Hotel during the National Education 

Conference - by giving lectures -
are Duncan McGilvray and Joe 
Paulin. Duncan, pictured left, 
has been in greenkeeping since 
he left school at 15. He worked 
for ten years on Scottish 
courses before coming south 

to taken charge of three English courses 
- seaside links and inland courses. He has been 
greenkeeping in England for more than 16 
years. The last seven years he has been course 
manager at Letchworth Golf Club in Hertford-
shire. 

He tells us his main aim is the reclamation of 
indigenous grasses and therefore the eradica-
tion of thatch and annual meadow grass, but at 
the same time managing the course in such a 
way as not to alienate either his membership or 
visitors to the course while that change is tak-
ing place. 

His talk on January 24 is about one of his 
favourite subjects - communication: 'We 
thought we had it right and then came the 
AGM!' is his tide. 

He will be followed by Joe Paulin, courses 
manager at the new London Club. Born in Indi-

• The Association of Golf Club Secretaries are the 
latest newcomers to the show. They join a growing 
list of official bodies taking stands at Europe's 
premier fine turf trade show. Also exhibiting are the 
Greenkeepers Training Committee, Sports Turf 
Research Institute, National Turfgrass Council, 
British Institute of Golf Course Architects, British 
Association of Golf Course Constructors and the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America. 

• Have you won one of the prizes in our £750 BTME 
competition? Find out next issue as entries were still 
pouring in as we went to press. 

• If you are thinking about coming to the National 
Education Conference, you'd better act sharpish. 
Rooms at the Majestic Hotel, where the National 
Education Conference is being held, are filling up 
fast. Late bookers may only be able to find 
accommodation in a less convenient hotel. So if you 
want to be where the action is, return your 
completed booking form today. Additional booking 
forms are available from HQ. 

• Next month, details of Supaturfs new product 
launch competition at BTME. You could win a place 
on the BIGGA trip to the GCSAA's conference and 
exhibition, in San Francisco. 

ana, USA, 34 years ago, Joe has a BS degree in 
agronomy and worked at three 
American courses before getting 
a job this side of the Atlantic - as 
courses manager at Clandeboye 
GC in Bangor, Northern Ireland. 
Then he worked at The Glenea-
gles Hotel in Scotland before 

joining the London Golf Club. His talk will be 
about 'The Evolution of the London Golf Gub -
Natural Resource Management'. 

Other greenkeepers giving talks during the 
two-day conference include Martin Smith of 
Ramsdale Park Golf Centre, Andy Campbell of 
the Carden Park Golf Club, which recently went 
into receivership, Michael Wattam of the East 
Sussex National GC, Billy McMillan of Wild-
wood GC, and Geoff Allinson of Patsull Park 
GC. 

These will be joined by experts from the 
worlds of agronomy, ecology and irrigation -
making BTME week the best education pro-
gramme outside San Francisco in 1995. 

David Stubbs, executive director 
of the European Golf Association 
Ecology Unit, will kick off the 
conference with 'An overview of 
European Golf Course Ecology\ 
David, at the moment, is 
responsible for coordinating 

and developing a Europe-wide environ-
mental programme and policy framework for 
the golf industry 

He has worked in the golf-ecology field since 
1987, first as conservation officer for the Golf 
Course Wildlife Trust and, since 1990, as man-

aging director of his own consultancy, Environ-
mental Golf Services. 

David is an ecologist with over 14 years pro-
fessional experience in conservation biology 
and applied ecology at an international level. 
He obtained an honours degree in botany and 
zoology from King's College London in 1980. 
He is also a member of the Species Survival 
Commission of the World Conservation Union 
and in the UK he serves on the Council of the 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Man-
agement. 

Bob Taylor, ecologist at the STRI, will talk 
later about 'Managing the Ecology of the Golf 
Course'. Bob worked for British Coal for 11 
years before going to Sheffield University and 
graduating with a degree in botany. With a BSc 
honours degree he promptly joined the STRI in 
1989 as an advisory agronomist. In addition to 
his general advisory work for a variety of sports 
clubs in the north of England, he specialises in 
ecological matters, particularly on golf courses 
where woodland management or sites of spe-
cial scientific interest are involved. 

Bob is a keen photographer and is actively 
involved in folk music. If he brings either of 
these skills into The Majestic, his lecture will be 
one not to miss. It's on Monday January 23. 

Two Americans who are booked to speak, Dr 
James Beard and James F Moore, will also 
cover environmental issues. More about their 
talks and the talks on agronomy and irrigation 
next issue. 

A wide range of subjects will also be covered 
during BTME with the seminar programme in 
the Harrogate International Centre's Royal 
Hall. 

This programme is designed so that visitors 
to the exhibition, now in its seventh year, can 
pick and choose the subjects that most interest 
them. And there's plenty to choose from. 

Cameron Sinclair, chairman of the British 
Institute of Golf Course Architects, will give "A 
greenkeeper's guide to working with golf 
course architects". George Brown, course man-
ager at Turnberry, will talk about the '94 Open. 
Dr IG McKillop of the Central Science Labora-
tory will explain how to control rabbit and ver-
min. Dr James Beard will talk about 
international turfgrass trends and Douglas 
Shearer, a health and safety consultant, will 
give an update on this important aspect of 
course management. 

Because there is so much going on, many 
greenkeepers, chairmen of green and club sec-
retaries stay for several days. And show organ-
isers BIGGA have arranged some attractive 
accommodation packages in Harrogate, which 
is easy to get to by road, rail, sea and air. For 
full details of these packages and the education 
programme, contact Ken Richardson at BIGGA, 
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Aine, York Y06 2NF. 
Tel: 0347 838581. 
• BTME survey results: Page 22 



Five greenkeepers are beginning 
to get nervous. One of the most 

important days in their careers is 
fast approaching. They have intelli-
gently answered their way through 
regional finals. Their courses have 
sailed through an inspection. Now 
they are preparing themselves for 
the national final at Aldwark Manor 
on December 5. 

The winner will be crowned the 
ICI Premier Greenkeeper of the Year. 
This prestigious title should be 
reward enough, but the winner will 
also be given a free trip to the 1995 
GCSAA Exhibition and Conference 
in San Francisco. 

The two runners-up will get 
weekend breaks. One will receive a 
weekend for two at a top London 
hotel, with tickets for a West End 
show of their choice. The other will 
receive a weekend for two at Ald-
wark Manor Hotel near York. 

Twenty-four greenkeepers from 
all over England, Scotland and 
Wales were nominated for the 
award by their sections. Each sec-
tion nominee's course was then vis-
ited by representatives of ICI and 
BIGGA. They walked the course 
with the nominee and discussed var-
ious aspects of greenkeeping infor-
mally. After these visits five regional 
winners were selected for the grand 
final. Tom Murray represents Scot-
land, Paul Pearse represents the 
Northern Region, David Walden rep-
resents the Midland Region, Mark 
Webb carries the honour for the 
South West and South Wales 
Region, and Stefan Antolik is the 
choice from the South East Region. 

Unfortunately there can only be 
one winner. Last year it was Gordon 
Irvine. Who will it be in 1994? 

STEFAN ANTOLIK 
Age: 38. Head green-
keeper at Cooden Beach 
GC, Bexhill-on-Sea, East 
Sussex 
Stefan Antolik knows 

what it's like to win big. In 1990 he 
was a British motor racing cham-
pion. OK, so it wasn't Formula One, 
but the Triumph Sport Six Club, 
Class A Trophy is a tough branch of 
the sport. What's more, Stefan won 
in a car he built himself. 

The mechanical skills he learned 
during his four years racing have 
helped him in his greenkeeping 
career. No, he doesn't have the 
fastest fairway mower but he does 
have some well maintained 
machines, as well as a well main-
tained course. When he came to 
Cooden Beach in August 1991, 
machinery was old and morale was 
low. He said it was in need of a 
shake-up, so that's what he did, 
leading from the front as usual. 

"I am a strong believer in leading 
by example," he says, "and like the 
hands-on approach to work, so I set 
about returning equipment to safe 
running order with the help of 

mechanical skills I had picked up 
over the years. Once the member-
ship could see what could be 
achieved with a little effort, and that 
the machinery would be used, it 
became easier to obtain new equip-
ment." 

A 12-handicap bandit, he says: 
"My interest in golf started when I 
was at school and earned pocket 
money catidying at weekends. My 
father had wanted me to follow in 
his footsteps as an engineer but, 
much to his disapproval, I left 
school at the age of 15 to work at 
Abridge Golf and Country Club as 
an apprentice greenkeeper." 

MARK WEBB 
Age: 36. Head green-
keeper at Alresford Golf 
Club, Alresford, Hamp-
shire 
Mark Webb has been in 

greenkeeping for 20 years and has 
worked on .five very different 
courses in Hampshire. Two were on 
clay overlaying chalk, one silt, one 
low lying silt/clay and one on iron-
stone sand with pure sand greens. 

Mark's latest club is Alresford. He 
has been there for six and a half 
years. 

"104 years ago when Alresford 
Golf Club was formed it would have 
been classed as a downland course," 
he says, "but over the years areas of 
trees - mainly oak and beech - have 
formed copses and only about a 
quarter of the existing course could 
still be classified as downland." 

In 1990 Mark and his assistant 
extended the course from 12 to 18 
holes. "We, over copious cups of cof-
fee, designed and planned all the 
necessary changes that the club 
would need to undergo to allow 

members to keep playing the exist-
ing course as much as possible, 
including the financial implications, 
and a four-year strategy of course 
reconstruction, complete with its 
funding, was then submitted to the 
committee for their consideration. 
With some further hélp from our 
course development committee, the 
whole package was presented, to the 
members. Fortunately, this was very 
well received and in May 1993 a 
new layout of 18 holes was opened 
by John Jacobs." 

PAUL PEARSE 
Age: 33. Course 
manager at 
Stockport Golf Club, 
Cheshire 
Paul Pearse loves golf. 

When he's not working at Stockport, 
where he has been course manager 
for five years, he's playing the 
game. A member of Hazel Grove, 
he has a handicap of 2 and a list of 
golfing achievements that's longer 
than his CV These include winning 
the Hazel Grove Club Champi-
onship and the Fourball Knockout 
last year, the Champion of Champi-
ons in '93 and '94, and he was a 
member of the scratch team that 
won the East Cheshire Scratch 
League this year. 

Paul has been a greenkeeper 
since 1977, starting as a trainee at 
Heswàll GC under Bill Lawson. In 
1981 he won the Sisis Young Green-
keeper of the Year Award and 
moved to Helsby GC, where his 
father Norman is in charge. He has 
also worked at Effingham, as Kenny 
McNiven's deputy, and as course 
manager at Staverton Park GC, 
Northants. 

"I feel fortunate to have worked 

on a variety of golf course types 
and to have had a thorough practi-
cal education from excellent green-
keepers before attaining my first 
course manager position," he said. 
"I have also seen three of my staff 
from Stockport GC move on to 
become successful head greenkeep-
ers at local clubs, and I am proud to 
say that they are using some of the 
working practices that they used 
during their time with me at Stock-
port." 

TOM MURRAY 
Age: 36. Head green-
keeper at Ratho Park 
Golf Club, Midlothian 
Tom Murray has been 
at Ratho Park, a James 

Braid-designed parkland course 
near Edinburgh, for 20 years. He 
served three years as an apprentice, 
two years as an assistant, eight 
years as first assistant and for the 
past seven years he has been the 
head greenkeeper. 

During his time there he has 
helped build and rebuild tees, 
rebuild greens, put new drainage in 
to various parts of the course, and 
helped plant many hundreds of 
trees and shrubs. 

"I hope in the future to continue 
to keep the course to a high stan-
dard for golfers of all standards to 
enjoy," he says. "It is a job I love 
doing, and I hope I can pass on 
some useful experience to the rest of 
my enthusiastic greenstaff." 

Tom is also a good golfer. He 
plays off 4 and recently won an East 
Section event. 

DAVID WALDEN 
Age: 50. Golf course 
superintendent, Nene 
Valley Golf Services. 
David worked on a 
farm for ten years 

before joining Peterborough Devel-
opment Corporation as a forestry 
and landscape operator. While there 
he gained City and Guilds phase I, II 
and III in amenity, decorative and 
turfculture and studied at home for 
the National Diploma in Turfculture. 

In 1973 the Development Corpo-
ration had a golf course built and 
advertised for a head greenkeeper. 
"I was very fortunate to get it," says 
David. Over the years his job ;has 
evolved into that of golf course 
superintendent and he has been 
responsible for the construction of a 
new 18-hole course and *L2-hole 
pitch and putt course. 

In 1988 Nene Valley Golf Services 
took over the courses, but David 
kept his job. He is in charge of ten 
people and has also been involved 
in the construction of a new 27-hole 
private course. Chairman of the East 
of England section, David has just 
started his second year of distance 
learning at Elmwood College 
(greenkeeping and golf course man-
agement). 


