
Ken wins scrum for new job 
Former local rugby player Ken Robson, 32, is getting set to 
tackle a new job - that of head greenkeeper at Hawick Golf 
Club in Scotland. He moves up the ladder from assistant fol-
lowing the retirement of Ralph Henderson. 

Compound is back 

the general manager. 
The 18-hole, 6130-yard course 

is set in a 147-acre park contain-
ing much mature woodland and 
an impressive Georgian house. It 
will have a small membership of 
300-350 plus "upmarket" pay and 
play and society facilities. 

During 1992 an original design 
by David Baxter was modified and 
construction began under the 
supervision of one of the direc-
tors. Before any work com-
menced, experienced head 
greenkeeper Jim Sargeant (Royal 
Dublin, Royal Porthcawl) was 
appointed to oversee the green 
and fairway construction. Exten-
sive land drainage was carried 
out, together with the excavation 
of four small lakes. A Rainbird tee 
and green irrigation system was 
installed and seeding was com-
pleted by October 1992. Further 
tree planting was then carried 
out. 

According to one of the direc-
tors, Mr P Fitzgerald, "The course 
has since been maturing well and 
despite the wettest autumn/win-
ter any local can remember, there 
is no evidence of any standing 
water problems. 

"The new team, with advice 
from the STRI, is now looking for-
ward to an early spring to show 
their mettle and deliver a much 
needed course to the area." 

Remember the Keep Keen Lawn 
Mower Sharpening Compound? 
Well, after an absence of seven 
years it is back. The Cutting Com-
pounds Corporation is reintroduc-
ing it. 

Ernest Patchett invented the 
product about 20 years ago. He 

July seminars 
Two days of seminars and a 
small trade exhibition are lined 
up for Newmarket Racecourse 
on July 12 and 13. The first day's 
topics will relate to general 
groundsmanship. The following 
day will be directed at green-
keepers. Speakers include Derek 
Ganning of The Belfry, Martin 
Jones, Myerscough College and 
John Philp, Carnoustie. For an 
invitation call Lynn Hilton at 
SISIS on 0625 503030. 

was cutting his lawn, wishing he 
could keep his lawn mower blades 
sharp (keen) all the time. So he 
ground a sharpening stone into 
dust and added it to a grease mix-
ture so it would stay on the blades 
long enough to sharpen them. 
The product, which is said to 
work on any cutting tool where 
the action of cutting is metal on 
metal, was developed over the 
years and word spread far and 
wide thanks to the BBC World 
Service broadcasting news of this 
innovative method of sharpening 
lawn mower blades in seven dif-
ferent languages. Golf courses 
using it included Troon in Scot-
land. Then, due to a devastating 
fire seven years ago and other 
commitments, the product disap-
peared from the market. 

Now it is back with RG Trading 
of Otley, West Yorkshire, handling 
the distribution. Telephone 0943 
462380/461390. 

FLYING DIVOTS 
• EAST SUSSEX NATIONAL 
Golf Club has launched a 
junior scholars' golf club 
membership to groom home-
grown talent. 
Members are being asked to 
help budding champions, 
aged 12-18, by sponsoring 
and introducing them into the 
club. Students will have to 
pay £150 plus VAT, with 
members picking up the tabs 
for tuition, entrance fees for 
tournaments "and other 
extras". 

• THORPE HALL'S HEAD 
greenkeeper, Doug Smith, 
has been seeing to a new 
development - his first child, 
a daughter called Jena 
Sharon. 

• GRASS 
cutting 
equipment 
supplier Etesia 
UK have 
promoted 
Robin Taylor to 
UK sales manager. He is 
looking to appoint new outlets 
in selected areas. 

your WORKFORCE 
All year round, the Kubota workforce takes the rough with the smooth. 

All over the course, Kubota has a proven product with a choice of 
horsepower and the right features for every application. 

Turf pattern tyres and tunnel construction cylinder blocks to ensure that 
the precious turf remains in perfect condition. 

The single pedal manoeuvrability of hydrostatic transmission is 
enhanced by Four Wheel Steer and Bi-Speed Turn for tighter turns round 
obstacles and obstructions. 

And a range of perfectly matched attachments make it more than just 
versatile: the workforce will cut grass, pull gangs, maintain greens and 
bunkers, and drain, spread and spray. 

You can recruit the Kubota workforce using a special flexible finance 
plan that allows you to pay according to your cashflow. 

With one of the strongest customer support resources in the country 
and an extensive dealer network you'll be 
better equipped and better off. Kubofo 

You're better off with a Kubota 

ADDRESS. 

For all the facts about NAME COMPANY _ 
the stronger than ever 
Kubota workforce, 
cut the coupon. POSTCODE TEL_ 

Kubota (UK) Limited, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxon, OC9 3UN. Tel 0844-214500 Fax 0844 216685 
Gl. 3.94 AD 
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k The VERSATILE Nikken 
Knapsack mower/trimmer 

n Mows steep banks 
easily & safely 

n Trims bunker edges 
quickly & neatly 

n Also performs all the 
duties of a normal 
trimmer and brushcutter 

n Hedgecutting and 
cultivating heads also 
available 

I 
The unique Hover Hood gives the operator free-

dom and manoeuvrability to cut steep banks quickly 
and easily. Knapsack design gives him the freedom 
and balance to mow even the most difficult banks. 

With the hood removed and the blade changed the 
machine quickly becomes an efficient edge trimmer. 

Knapsack design effectively removes the engine 
from flying sand so eliminates a major cause of wear 
and breakdown. 

Dixon & Holliday Ltd, 
Unit 22, Bassett Down Industrial Estate, 
Hay Lane, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN4 9QP. 

Tel - sales: 0462 700547. works: 0793 845199. Fax - 0793 845191 

* Performs equally well on banks or flat terrain 
* Designed to work on slopes 
* PTOs front and rear 
* Hydraulic three point linkages 
* Four wheel steer 
* Turf or agricultural tyres 
* 38hp Kubota four cylinder engine 
* Can pull up to seven gangs 

I.C. DISTRIBUTORS 
Industrial and commercial 

J J distributors 
I V 1 Centre Park, Marston Moor Business Park, 
^ ^ J Rudgate, Tockwith, York Y05 8QF 
• • • Tel/Fax: 0423 358928 

The Allen National 84 
84" width of cut, 16 hp Briggs 
Stratton twin Vanguard 
engine. £7995+ VAT 

Commercial Triple 
Mowers from £3,995 

Simple is beautiful where the Allen 
National 68 & 84 are concerned. Free 
from complicated hydraulic systems and 
unnecessary tinwork, these triple mowers 
are designed to cut grass day-in day-out, 
with the minimum of downtime. The 
machine's high performance offer the 
utmost control and response over the 
most rugged terrain. 

For FREE brochure complete the coupon 
or phone 0235 813936 NOW! 

IT'S 

Allen Power Equipment Ltd, 
The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8ES 

To: Allen Power Equipment, Dept Gl, 
The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8ES 
Please send FREE Allen National 68 & 84 details 
Name 
Address 

Postcode.. 
ALLEN NATIONAL 68 & 84 Gl. 3.94 

AD 
REF 
126 



Wall 
for 
one 

Heswall Golf Club greets 
another spring with hope 
and enthusiasm - and 
optimism that a certain 
wall will still keep back 
the water. 
Chris Boiling reports. 
i i • f I were to die tomorrow, there'd be a 

I queue a mile long for my job," says 60-
year-old Bill Lawson, course manager at 
Heswall Golf Club, a 6,472-yard par 72 course 
on the Wirral between North Wales and Liver-
pool. 

The 900-member club may not be as famous 
as its neighbour - Royal Liverpool - but Bill, 
who's been there since 1965, wouldn't swap it. 

"I love it here. I enjoy working on this site, 
always have done. It's not famous and it will 
never hold anything other than county 
matches but if you see it dressed up with all 
the summer gear on the tees etc. and all the 
fairways striped, every green looking good, it's 
a very nice course to work on. 

"It's a lovely site and it's a nice area. And I've 
had nothing but help from the committee and 
the members from day one. All right, you have 
some seasons when they don't go well and 
members lean on you a bit, but that's natural -
you can't expect anything else because they 

• Have you seen a longer 
tee than this? Bill Lawson 
stands on the 83-yard 
long 12th tee - "It's 
difficult to maintain 
because everyone wants 
to play from the middle to 
go through the gap in the 
trees." 

• This wall is 42ft high, 
but only 4ft 6in remain 
visible because of the 
silting up of the estuary. 
When it disappears, so 
may a couple of holes! 



* 

On the course, our reliability 
is a long family tradition 

Keeping a golf course in shape is a daily event, one that starts early in the morning and extends 
well into the evening. Therefore, the equipment you use has to perform reliably everyday. 

At John Deere, we understand that work ethic, having built farm equipment for well over 
150 years. And now, with our expanded full-line of golf and turf equipment, we bring that same 
reliability to the course. 

With our 2243 Greens Mower, offering a unique offset design. The 3365 Turf Mower 
featuring cutting units, designed and built by John Deere. Plus the 
rest of our line including front mowers and all-terrain utility 
vehicles. 

It's a lineup with traditional John Deere reliability. And at no 
extra cost the finest service orientated dealers in the business. See 
your dealer for full details today. NOTHING RUNS 

LIKE A DEERE 

For more detailed information on: 
• Lawn & Garden Tractors 
• Front Mowers 
• Compact Diesel Tractors 
• Golf and Turf Equipment 
• nearest John Deere dealer 

FREEPOST 
John Deere Ltd. 
Langar, Nottingham, NG13 LZ 
Telephone 0949 863299 

Name 

J Address 

• Student j 

1 Postcode 1 

\ Telephone Fax 



'A difficult course to manage at this time of the year' 

The third lake takes shape between the 12th and 17th fairways 

don't understand your job." 
One of the best things about the course is 

the view across 40 sq miles of marshes - a 
haven for wild ducks and geese - to the Irish 
Sea. But this location means it is a difficult 
course to manage at this time of year. 

The biggest problem is the wind. It causes 
havoc with spraying, with the sprinklers, it can 
fry the grass and burn the trees (so much so 
that they can look like they're dying). 

"It's very difficult to put an even cover of 
water on if you've got a gale force wind blow-
ing across the Irish Sea - you end up with a 
bunker with plenty of water, the back of the 
green over-watered and the front with none 
on at all. And they dry off quickly," explains 
Bill. 

If he starts watering the greens too early, he 
can have problems with weeds that most 
greenkeepers have never heard of - the seeds 
being blown from marsh plants onto his 
greens. Sometimes the wind is very cold, even 
in early spring, stopping growth and some-
times frying away the tops. 

"If the cold winds blow, what grass you've 
already got on the greens will stop dead and 
very nearly fry away off the tops and leave you 
with very little growth at the end of 
March/beginning of April. 

"You've got to greenkeep on a site like this -
Derek Green at Royal Liverpool is the same -
you really have to look at your golf course day 
by day. Don't make any decisions like I'll fer-

tilise a week on Wednesday because it won't 
work out. It's the same with when you want 
any spraying done. You've got to do it very 
early in the day because come 9 o'clock the 
wind will get up and you won't be able to 
spray. There'll be no room on the golf course 
anyway." 

Early spring is a very difficult and hectic 

time of the year. Heswall is very rarely closed 
(one morning and two afternoons last year 
and then the weather was so awful no-one 
would want to go out) and there are no tem-
porary greens (just a hole cut in the apron for 
when the greens are being worked on). Since 
the late 60s, when Jim Arthur was advising on 
the golf course, they have been carrying out a 

• . « • H T j g f t g p 

The best of British design and build for 
use in areas where a high standard of 
finish is required. 
• Cutting widths of 183cm (72in) and 

233cm (92in) with cutting height from 
9cm (3.5in) to 1.3cm (0.5in). 

• Fully enclosed cutting chamber for 
safe use in public areas. 

• Front and rear rollers with floating top 
mast allow the mower to follow 
undulations and avoid scalping. 

• Multi-cut grass clippings uniformly 
discharge across full cutting width. 

• Forward and reverse cutting speeds up 
to 8mph. 

• Low maintenance drive and cutting 
system for reduced downtime and cost. 

Dowdeswell's award winning engineering - offers you the best of British 

Dowdeswell Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Blue Lias Works, Stockton, Nr. Rugby, Warwickshire CV23 8LD 
Telephone: (0926) 812335, Fax: (0926) 817494 IAD 

REF 
450 



EAST SCOTLAND 
POWERSHIFT 
Dundee 
0382 24152 

WEST 
SCOTLAND 
NAIRN BROWN 
(Glasgow) LTD 
Glasgow 
041 644 3563 

NORTHERN 
ENGLAND 
GIBSONS GARDEN 
MACHINERY LIMITED 
Kirkham 
0772 682516 

FEWSTER AGRIC 
SERVICES LIMITED 
Seaton Burn 
091 236 4155 

F R SHARROCK 
LIMITED 
Wigan 
0257422710 

MOUNTAINS MOWERS 
Leeds 
0532 531201 

SEWARD 
AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY 
Beverley 
0482 869155 

MIDLANDS 
GROUNDCARE 
Lincoln 
0526 860060 

MITCHELL FARM 
INDUSTRIES LTD 
Nottingham 
0785 787987 

MOTRAC 
Nesscliffe 
074 381528 

WFI GRASSCARE 
Stratford upon Avon 
0789 204073 

WOODLANDS 
BRIGSTOCK LIMITED 
Kettering 
0536 373238 

EAST ANGLIA 
BEN BURGESS 
GARDEN EQUIPMENT 
LIMITED 
Norwich 
0603 628251 

COWIES EASTERN 
TRACTORS LIMITED 
Chelmsford 
0245 256281 

COWIES EASTERN 
TRACTORS LIMITED 
Woodbridge 
0394 382801 

GRASSHOPPER 
HORT. LIMITED 
Chelmsford 
0245 362377 

ERNEST DOE & SONS 
Stevenage 
0438 869251 

GOLF AND TURF 
EQUIPMENT 
Codicote 
0438 820879 

RISBOROTURF 
LIMITED 
Princes 
Risborough 
0844 274127 

BY APPOINTMENT TO H.M. THE QUEEN 
MANUFACTURERS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY HAYTER 
T H E C O U R S E L E A D E R 

T93 

T H E PROFESSIONALS' NUMBER ONE CHOICE 

' h e mas te r fu l T93 gives a supe rb 
cut wi th comple t e rel iabi l i ty 
and ease of opera t ion . 
Three supreme quality cylinder 
heads wi th simple, p rec i s ion 
he ight of cut ad jus tmen t , mow 
down to 3/32

ff (2 .4mm) across a 
wid th of 6 l 7 2 " ( 1 5 6 c m ) . > 

The T93 wi th its 16 hp Kubota 
d i e s e l is f u l l y h y d r o s t a t i c . 
Many parts are interchangeable 
a n d s e r v i c i n g a n d d a i l y 

m a i n t e n a n c e a r e s i m p l e . 
Fea tures such as the ad jus tab le 

s e a t a n d s t e e r i n g c o l u m n 
e n s u r e o p e r a t o r c o m f o r t . 

5 W ENGLAND 
ROCHFORD 
GARDEN 
MACHINERY LTD 
Wincanton 
0963 33713 

DEVON GARDEN 
MACHINERY 
LIMITED 
Torquay 
0803 872124 

GJ HANDY 
6 CO LIMITED 
Swindon 
0793 721615 

RON SMITH 
AND CO LIMITED 
Worcester 
0905 23887 

HENNINGS 
HORTICULTURAL LTD 
Falmouth 
0326 250020 

LONDON 
& SOUTHERN 
ENGLAND 
GOLF AND TURF 
EQUIPMENT 
Basingstoke 
0734 326484 

ERNEST DOE 
& SONS LTD 
Dartford 
0322 863285 

NEW FOREST FARM 
MACHINERY LIMITED 
Ringwood 
0425 472572 

NORTH WALES 
MAJOR R OWEN 
LIMITED 
Penrhyndeudraeth 
0766 770261 

SOUTH WALES 
PRO TURF 
Carmarthen 
0267 233648 

TED HOPKINS 
Newport 

NORTHERN 
IRELAND 
CYRIL JOHNSTON 
AND CO LIMITED 
Belfast 
0232 813121 

SOUTHERN 
IRELAND 
DUBLIN GRASS 
MACHINERY 
Dublin 
010 353 1 386995 

J W TOOL SERVICES 
LIMITED 
Galway 
010 353 91755321 

JOHN O'FLYNN 
AND SON LIMITED 
Cork 
010 353 21314088 

CHANNEL 
ISLANDS 
TONYMAHY 
Guernsey 
0481 45468 

Hayters PLC, Spellbrook, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU Telephone: (0279) 600919 Facsimile: (0279) 600338 



'Most of the time we cut fairways twice a week and they hold' 
The 18th 
green. 
Paraquat 
and 
industrial 
cleaning 
fluid 
sprayed on 
15 greens 
caused a 
little 
headache. 
But they 
hollow-
cored 
them, slit 
them, 
washed 
them, and 
brushed in 
a lot of 
chitted 
seed. Just 
as it broke 
they 
brushed in 
lots of top-
dressing. It 
took about 
a year to 
get it right 
again 

rigorous programme of vertidraining and slit-
ting. This has enabled members to play on the 
course all year round and meant that, come 
spring, Bill and his team have got a good sur-
face with which to start the season. 

Cutting 
The greens are held down to 3/16ths until the 
end of April/beginning of May depending on 
the growth and then they ease just under that 
for the summer. "All through the summer we 
verticut the greens once a week, twice if we've 
got something special on in addition to cutting 
them every day. Come late October we ver-
tidrain the greens and start slitting them. We 
also vertidrain the greens around Christmas 
and February - and, if we need to, we verticut 
them to clean them off. Following that, every 
Monday we slit down to 8in with a Sisis 
Hydromain slitting machine all through the 
winter to the first or second week in March. At 
least once a fortnight we put a 6ft brush 
behind the Hydromain and drag the greens 
with it to keep them open and dry and disease 
free. We hollow-core last week of March/first 
week of April, get the top dressing worked into 
the hollow and away they go. 

"We don't slit if it's frosty but we don't like 
to miss a week and we certainly want them 
vertidrained three times a year . 

"This keeps them disease free and very, very 
dry. We like to start the season with a good 
playing surface and we like to have somethng 
to work with in March and April." 

The tees, apron and surrounds of the greens 
are held down to l /4 in right through the sum-
mer after vertidraining and slitting. 

The fairways are cut just below l/2in. After 
starting the season with two cuts using a set of 
old Ransomes sportscutters, the team go on to 
use Ransome Hydraulic 5s. "We'll give them a 

nice striped effect and we'll cut them once or 
twice a week. 

"If we've got something on they may be cut 
during the days of the event but most of the 
time we can cut them twice a week and they'll 
hold because they're quality grasses and they 
don't grow fast. 

"It's easy to maintain quality grass providing 
you don't spoil it by adding too much fertiliser 
or too much water." 

Dressing 
As soon as he sees a little bit of growth (hope-
fully at the end of March), he'll very lightly 
top-dress the greens using a very sandy top-
dress mix. "Then I'll watch day by day, end of 
March, first week of April, for the first sign 
that we've got a little bit of movement on the 
grass. I'll dress them with a fertiliser with just 
8 percent nitrogen and no more and I'll wait to 
see what that does to the turf. If it starts to 

Equipment at Heswall Golf Club 

1 Ford tractor 3910 
1 Ford tractor 1910 
1 Ford tractor 1700 
1 Huxtruck turf vehicle wi th top-

dresser 
1 Sisis Hydromain wi th hollow tiner 

and sprayer 
1 Greens Vertidrain 
1 Huxley 358 Greensmower 
2 Ransomes 171 greens triplex 
2 Ransomes 180 tees mowers 
1 Ransomes Hydraulic 5 fairway 

cutter 
1 Ransomes Sportscutter Fairway 
1 Ransomes Magna Rough 
1 Trima Front Loader 
1 Lewis Landlord 200 Digger 
2 Allen National 68s 

move within two or three weeks then all I'll 
keep doing is lightly top-dressing. I may go all 
the way through April and into May before I 
put any more fertiliser on them. We don't use 
a lot of fertiliser and we don't get a lot of dis-
ease on the greens today. 

"If we can get some growth started by the 
end of March/beginning of April then I'm quite 
happy to hold them down until the middle or 
end of May. And then, depending what we've 
got on them, I'll lightly dress them again. And 
it really is nitrogen only or nitrogen and iron. 
It's a case of looking all the time and seeing 
what your greens are doing. It's the same with 
fairways. 

"The fairways are heavily vertidrained so 
they'll grow all the grass we need and we've 
got quality fairways. The one thing we can't 
afford to do is to over-fertilise them so we will 
spray them with a liquid fertiliser about the 
end of April when it's picked up very easily 
and that's all they'll have and they'll be good 
quality fairways from the middle of April right 
until well, well into the autumn months, per-
haps even November." (They looked pretty 
good to me in February after some heavy 
rain.) 

"They'll never be over-fed. Same with the 
tees. We will liquid fertilise the tees with the 
same fertilisers as the fairways and hold them 
back as much as we possibly can. The one 
thing we don't want to do is turn Heswall into 
a parkland, so it's very little fertiliser when we 
think we need it and no more. 

"The rough we let go to about 3ins and 
semi-rough to about 1 l/2ins. And great areas 
we leave uncut. Unless the trees are close to 
the green and we have to cut in between 
them, we leave them. The whole business 
about Heswall Golf Club is leaving it so that it 
looks like you're playing a piece of natural 



Hobson Industrial Estate, Burnopfield, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 6EB. 

Tel: (0207) 70316 Fax: (0207) 70312 

Two of the holes are new' 
land that's been there for a long, 
long time and not suddenly devel-
oped into a golf course. It's not a 
difficult course when the wind 
isn't blowing - it isn't long enough 
and it probably isn't tight enough 
- but when the wind is blowing 
and the weather is good, it's a 
delight to play and work on." 

A founder member of BIGGA 
and a former vice chairman, he 
has a team of five to help him, 
including head greenkeeper Guy 
Cannings, and he makes sure they 
get properly trained. "I don't 
believe in taking someone on and 
using them as a labourer - you 
don't get enough from him. You 
get more from trained staff 
although you may only have them 
four or five years," says Bill, a 
member of the liaison committee 
at Reaseheath College. Ten 
Heswall-trained greenkeepers now 
have their own courses, including 
Raymond Hunt at the Forest of 
Arden. Mark Lewis has joined the 
European Tour as a junior 
agronomist. 

Changes 
Every hole has changed in some 
way during Bill's 28 years as the 
keeper of the greens. Two of the 
holes - the 12th and 13th - are 
brand new. The 18th has changed 
completely. The bunkering on 
most holes has changed to take 
account of the modern game. "We 
hope within the next two-three 
years that most of the old bunker-
ing will be changed and there'll be 
more modern bunkers on the golf 
course than there are now. Some 
of them we'll never change even 
though they're old because they 
look right. We don't stop, we 
move gently on." 

As well as regular spring main-
tenance, they plan to build three 
tees and change two bunkers - if 
the weather's kind to them. 

They're also planning to plant 
2,500 mixed pine and 2,000 gorse 
plants to thicken up the areas that 
already have trees (3,000 trees 
have been planted there since 
1965). These areas are mainly at 
the top of the course, leaving the 
bottom part bare so that nothing 
blocks the superb views across the 
marshes to the River Dee. 

Nearly 10 of the 148 acres are 
left alone, apart from a bit of tidy-
ing up. There is certainly no spray-
ing. This is to bring in more 
wildlife. 

A new lake is also being built, 
between the 12th and 17th fair-
ways, to encourage the wild ducks 
and geese to breed on the golf 
course. "When the thousands of 

duck and geese we have on the 
marsh decide to move inland for 
the mating season, we still want 
some of them to be on the golf 
course." The clover-shaped lake is 
about 50-yards wide, and brings 
to three the number of lakes built 
during Bill's reign. 

"We decided a very long time 
ago that we did not want a pretty-
pretty golf course. We did not 
want lots of flowering shrubs, 
flowering trees, anything that 
looks prety-pretty because when 
you look out from the clubhouse 
we like to see out onto the marsh 
and it would not look right as a 
pretty-pretty golf course. 

"When the wind blows it has a 
great effect on the golf. It does not 
want to look like a public park." If 
the wind blows the 151-yard 16th 
isn't reachable with a driver. 

Irrigation 
They have just had a bore hole 

put in by British Gypsum at the 
bottom of the car park. The 
£8,000 investment will give them 
2,600 gallons an hour - "far in 
excess of anything I'll want," says 
Bill. The water goes into a 1,600-
gallon tank from which it feeds a 
Watermation system using 3 - 1 
l /4 in pipes. This system was 
installed in 1970 and has been 
updated slowly as Watermation 
bring out better quality heads. The 
controller has been changed for a 
TW2. Bill says impact systems are 
better for this course because he 
believes he gets better coverage in 
windy conditions. The bore hole 
means they can now water all the 
tees and three fairways that are 
downwind and have very hard 
approaches. 

Headache 
Bill's biggest headache will come 
in a few years time when the river 
starts to encrouch on the course. 
Once, the wall at the bottom of 
the course was 42ft high and in 
1938 the sand yachting champi-
onships were held there on pure 
white sand. Now only 4ft 6in is 
visible because of the silting up 
and the sand has become 40 sq 
miles of marsh. Bill has seen the 
marsh built up 4ft 6in in his life-
time. And now when there's a 
high tide and the wind gets 
behind it, the water comes up to 
the top of the wall. 

When the wall disappears, the 
course will undergo its most dra-
matic change and the flat area 
everyone loves may disappear. 
The course manager who does 
eventually take over from Bill had 
better bring his waders. 

42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Bottom Blade 
Grinding Machine. A truly 'precision' grinder, built 
to last half a century. Used and preferred by 
professionals. 

The new Juno 36" capacity 
Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinder 
will accommodate every make and 
type of professional and domestic 
cutting cylinders and soleplates. 
Simple to operate, fast changeover 
from cylinder to bottom blade 
grinding. The 

Rolls Roy ce Range 
Quality engineering at its accurate 
best. Improve standards - cut costs 

Our clients include: 
• Beadlow Manor Golf & Country Club 
• Bramley Golf Club 
• Caldy Golf Club 
• Carnoustie Golf Links 
• Carvoeira Golfe SA (Algarve) 
• Cawdor Golf Club 
• Charleslands Leisure (Co. Wicklow) 
• Chirk Castle Golf Course 
• Clitheroe Golf Club 
• Collingtree Leisure 
• Crompton & Royton Golf club 
• Delapre Golf Complex 
• Eaton Golf Club 
• Ely City Golf Club 
• Glenberve Golf Club 
• Gleneagles Hotel 
• Goring and Streetley 
• Haggs Castle Club 
• Harpenden Golf Club 
• Hellidon Lakes Golf & Country Club 
• Kinross (Green Hotel) 
• Leek Golf Club 
• Lingfield Park 
• Malone Golf Club 
• Massereene Golf Club 
• Mere Golf & Country Club 

• Milltown Golf Club (Dublin) 
• Mold Golf Club 
• Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club 
• Newbury & Crookham Golf Club 
• Northwood Golf Club 
• Omonde Fields Golf Club 
• Piltdown Golf Club 
• Pine Ridge Golf Club 
• Ponteland Golf Club 
• Royal Ashdown Forest Golf Club 
• Royal Dornoch Golf Club 
• Royal Liverpool Golf Club 
• Rye Golf Club 
• St Andrews Links Trust 
• Slaley Hall G&C Club 
• South Moor Golf Club 
• Taunton & Pickering Golf Club 
• Tehidy Park Golf Course 
• Telford Golf Club 
• The Berkshire Golf Club 
• The Vale Golf & Country Club 
• Turnberry Hotel 
• Wellingborough Golf Club 
• West Herts Golf Club 
• Whitecraigs Golf Club 



TORO, 

You Get 
MoreWîth 

TORO 
we've proved it! 

Our posit ion as market leaders in professional 
TURF MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT i l lustrates 

the t rust that 1000's of satisf ied customers 

in a class 
of their own 

have in our machines. TORO guarantee you 
a superb ly engineered machine that cannot 
be equal led in te rms of QUALITY & VALUE 

plus an AFTER SALES SERVICE backed 
by the f inest dealer network in the UK. 

TORO have also in t roduced a unique 24hr 
'unit-down service' ensur ing immedia te 

call of f of any replacement part. 

TORO distributed by LELY (UK) LIMITED 
Station Road, St. Neots, Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 1QH 
Tel: 0480476971 Fax: 0480 216167 

For all the facts and figures on the best model to suit your own specific 
requirements please give us a call and we will be pleased to arrange a 
demonstration without any obligation whatsoever. 

Details please as ticked below 
• DEMONSTRATION 
• FINANCE TERMS 
• PLEASE ASK REPRESENTATIVE 

TO CALL 
• LITERATURE 

Name (Block Caps please) 
Student • 

Address 
AD 
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Post Code Telephone 



Tyres: the basics 
'TVactive forces 
caused by the 
driving wheels 
could scuff and 
smear the 
surface so the 
large 'footprint' is 
important to 
combat damage 
in a wheel that 
revolves in line 
with the machine' 

David Stokes treads through 
the theory and the leading 
suppliers. 

When the subject of tyres for 
greenkeeping equipment is 

brought up, the main concern of 
greenkeepers is the effect that any 
tyre will have on their precious 
grass. Ever more complex and 

sophisticated equipment means 
more weighty equipment, so the 
main contact the plant has with 
the turf is through its tyres. 

As in most things in life, there 
are conflicts and compromises 
and tyres for greenkeeping equip-
ment are no exception. The 
advances in recent years in low 
ground pressure (lgp) tyres have 

made it possible to drive a tractor 
across some turf without too 
much damage to either the soil or 
the grass. For a tractor to move 
across some turf there are many 
forces at work, including weight. 
A machine shod with ordinary 
agricultural tyres will compact the 
soil and cause ruts. With wide 
wheels and low pressure tyres the 
weight is spread out over a large 
'footprint', one aims for a pounds 
per square inch in single figures. 

Also the tractive forces caused 
by the driving wheels could scuff 
and smear the surface so the large 
'footprint' is important to combat 
damage in a wheel that revolves 
in line with the machine. The 
wheels that steer the tractor, how-
ever, exert an entirely different 
force and with the wrong tyres 
can cause tearing, scuffing and 
smearing. Just because a wheel 
has no part in the tractive effort 
doesn't mean it has an unimpor-
tant effect on the turf. 

If the steering wheels of a trac-
tor are non-powered most of the 
operators fit a ribbed tyre, this 
gives a lot of sideways grip with-
out tearing the turf. However, if 
the tractor is a four-wheel drive 
then the same sort of tread will 
need to be fitted to the front 
wheels as are fitted to the rear. If 
the tractor is four-wheel drive, 
care must be taken in choosing 
the correct size of wheel and tyre 
so not to upset the gear ratios. 
Failure to do so will result in the 
wheels turning at different speeds 
causing damage to both turf and 
the tractor. 

The fact that a trailer is a pas-
sive piece of equipment doesn't 
mean it has no effect on the turf. 
A loaded trailer can cause a lot of 
damage, so the lgp tyres are 

essential. This consideration must 
also apply to other pieces of 
greenkeeping equipment, even 
the jockey wheel on a trailer 
should be suitable so it doesn't 
damage the turf and lead to upset 
from the members. 

One of the main players in the 
tyres for greenkeepers is Under-
gear. This company is the exclu-
sive agent for Goodyear 
Tera-Tires, a low ground pressure 
tyre for the amenity industry. 
They maintain a stock in excess of 
£1 million worth of tyres, wheels 
and axle components at their 
warehouses in West Bromwich. 

Trelleborg market their Gentle 
Giants and offer their Twin 404 
for the amenity market, their 
boast is that they sell tyres for 
trailer jockey wheels to the driv-
ing wheels for lOOhp tractors, all 
for greenkeepers. 
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No 1 FOR FINE TURF 
THE ONDEBCEAB GOLF TYRE 

These wide, 
flat, gentle 
tyres are in 
use on some 
of the most 
prestigious 
courses. 

Contact UNDERGEAR for: 
* C o n v e r s i o n s fo r t rac to rs , t ra i le rs etc . 
* Made to m e a s u r e w h e e l s - t o OE s t a n d a r d s 
* G o o d y e a r So f t rac a n d o ther Terra t y r e s 

(Undergea r are so le UK d i s t r i b u t o r s ) 
* T re l l ebo rg f l o ta t i on t y res and w h e e l s 

UNDERGEAR EQUIPMENT (RRP) LTD 
Black Lake Works, West Bromwich, 

West Midlands B70 OPD 
Tel: 021 553 1606 Fax: 021 553 1307 

Traction WITH Flotation 
The choice is yours - Choose \ T / 

We at TRELLEBORG have continued to develop Low Ground Pressure tyres over the thirty-plus 
years we have been making them. You may not notice the unique construction, or the specially 
produced different rubber compounds for the various components in the tyre, but once you try 
them, you will certainly notice the beneficial effects of our hard work over the years. Traction and 
lowground pressure can certainly go together, IF you use T R E L L E B O R G TYRES. 

TALK TO THE EXPERTS - TALK TO TRELLEBORG 
Tre l leborg L imi ted , 90 Somers Road, Rugby , W a r w i c k s h i r e CV22 7ED. Tel : 0788 562711 


