Left, the 1st and right,
the 15th at Gleneagles’
King’'s Course

variety, type, size, and

quantity of plants inside

the squares and com-

pares the results with

previous years. He then

produces a conclusion

which may indicate a

slight modification of

maintenance practices);

@ Established future

management prescrip-

tions;

@ Produced a vegetation

map, identifying scrub

invasion to the detriment

of golf strategy and the

aesthetic appeal of the

courses;

@ Conducted ornithological and entomologi-
cal surveys to find out what we’ve got, what
we want and what it takes to keep those
species.

An essential element of our plan was the
establishment of a monitoring group, compris-
ing professionals in ecology, botany, geology,
Scottish Natural Heritage, a member of the
hotel staff and, most importantly, a respected
member of the local community.

The monitoring group meets twice a year to

assess the impact of our golf courses and
estates management practices and consider
future management plans and prescriptions.

When these plans are formulated, it is
important to communicate these to all staff,
members, guests and visitors.

Awareness is probably the most important
thing when it comes to golf and the environ-
ment. Firstly you have to make the greenstaff
aware of what you're trying to do. In our case
it was mainly why we’re controlling scrub
invasion (see panel). Communicating the
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problem to the greenstaff
means they can go out
and eloquently explain
why we’re getting rid of
“those beautiful shrubs
and trees” when asked by
guests, members or hotel
staff.

Conclusion

Awareness is the key.

Awareness of what you've

got on your course and

how to keep it there (or

not). Awareness among the

greenkeeping staff of what
you are trying to achieve, so they can make
members and others aware of what is being
done and why.

Golf courses, old and new, are becoming
increasingly important as models and reminders
of how beautiful and wild our countryside can
be, whilst still performing a very necessary com-
mercial leisure role.

Long established courses must make special
efforts to retain their habitats and new courses
have the potential to develop into beautiful and
valuable wildlife areas.

rian Q) fD terson

(Contractors) Limited

Alterations to existing courses € Revetting of bunkers
Vertidraining 4 Specialist Maintenance

Project Management € New Golf Course Construction

HOMESTEAD FARM, RINGWOOD ROAD, THREE LEGGED CROSS,
WIMBORNE, DORSET BH21 6QY
Tel: Verwood (0202) 822372, 824906 & 825979

Fax: (0202) 826447

PARIS OFFICE: Tel: (1) 40 10 02 04 Fax: (1)40 10 01 12
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BIGGA's

British greenkeepers have a friend in high
places. Viscount William Whitelaw, who
has been playing golf for 72 years (since
he was four), knows they do a “crucial”
job. Greenkeeper International’s editor,
Chris Boiling, went to the House of Lords
to meet BIGGA’s president.

’d studied politics for five years — two at
school and three at university — but the
nearest 'd come to the Houses of Parlia-
ment was taking a photo of Big Ben —
along with a group of Japanese tourists.
Yet, after only five months with BIGGA
there I was marching past the police-
man at the gates to the House of Lords pro-
claiming: “I've got an appointment with
Viscount Whitelaw”.

Into the hallowed cloakroom, with pegs
labelled Earl This and Lord That. “I've got an
appointment with Viscount Whitelaw,” I told
the policewoman at the tiny reception desk.
After a few minutes, the former deputy prime
minister’s secretary, Shirley Hoole, came to
collect me and lead me through the corridors
of power to the BIGGA president’s small
wood-panelled office, which he shares with
Mrs Hoole.

After all those years of studying politics, I
was now only a few feet away from a politi-
cian who was once one of the most powerful
men in the country. An MP from 1955-83, he
held several key offices: Leader of the House
of Commons, Home Secretary, Chairman of
the Conservative Party, Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland, Secretary of State for
Employment, and now an active and influen-
tial peer. And what did I want to talk to him
about? Golf.

Other journalists who have interviewed the
76-year-old lord recently have asked about
the Thatcher Years or shake-ups in the police
service. Not me, I asked about his first love,
golf. He welcomed the change.

Politics and the Conservative Party may
have taken over his life, but golf will always
be his first love.

His father, who died from his wounds in
World War 1, was a good golfer and his
mother was a very keen player, so it was nat-
ural that he should take up the game. Espe-
cially when you consider where he was
brought up — Nairn.

Shortly after his fourth birthday he was
marched off to the local pro, Jimmy Nelson,
who taught him how to hit fir cones. This,
claimed the old pro, was the best way to learn
the swing. Viscount Whitelaw reckons it just
saved the pro from having to retrieve dozens
of golf balls.

Lord Whitelaw practised on the cones for
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iriend in high places

several weeks. “If there is anything more use-
less than hitting a fir cone, I don’t offer it. It
can’t go anywhere. Marvellous for a tiny old
Scottish professional who sat on a stick
watching you and didn’t have to go and col-
lect any balls. After three weeks I told my
mother that if I had to go on hitting cones I
would never play the game again. The next
day my mother and the pro obviously under-
stood, for he turned and said, and I can
always remember the phrase: ‘I think the
boy’s swing is now good enough to hit a ball.’
Therefore I was now allowed to hit a ball and
it sailed away in the air — many haven't since,
but that one did — and I never looked back.
After that I became terribly keen and have
played all my life ever since.”

For a short time before the World War II,
when he was at Cambridge University, he was
down to scratch. After the war he had handi-
caps of 1 and 2 “but I was never quite as good
after the war as I had been before it”.

Then, when he became an MP in 1955, he
gave up playing competitively. At the moment
he plays two or three times a month at Sil-
loth-on-Solway in Cumbria. He says he would
like to play once a week but he is still busy
even though he has “retired”.

“The theory is that I have retired and the
theory is that I therefore have more time for
golf, but one way or another I don’t. Now
why don’t 1? I come to the House of Lords
quite a lot; this weekend for example I'm
going down to open a new police headquar-
ters at Bournemouth; then I have a long diary
of different meetings to do with politics and
other things near politics, other organisations
such as yours,” he said as I admired the old
golfing prints and antique 4 wood hanging on
his office walls.

Do you have any plans to wind down your
activities, I wondered? “Well, yes, my wife
thinks there is,” he replied with a smile. But
the evidence points the other way.

Honorary member

Recently he became president of Nairn. He is
also a member and the president of Silloth, a
member of St Andrews and an honorary
member at Penrith, Carlisle and Prestwick.

If he had a handicap now it would probably
be about 16 or 17.

“When you get old it's a very annoying
game and it’s particularly annoying on
courses you used to play. I went and played
at Nairn recently. Suddenly bunkers I'd never
seen before 1 was taking four shots to get
over. As you get older you lose the capacity to
get the club moving fast enough. As a result
you hit it quite straight but it doesn’t go any-
where. | find myself hitting a driver on a
short hole and not getting there. That’s infuri-
ating, but you have to get used to it.”

It’s a bit different to when he played Nairn

as a teenager. Some members allege that he
has driven into the sea on the first seven
holes during different rounds. Anyone who
knows Nairn will know when it’s windy it’s
quite easy to do so off the first, second, fourth
and fifth. But from the third, sixth and sev-
enth it takes some doing. “Now if I turned at
the sea I wouldn’t reach it,” he says.

That, of course, is not the only change he
has seen during his 72 years of playing the
game.

“The standard of our greenkeeping and the
standard of our courses is amazingly differ-
ent,” he told me. “And it is now accepted that
a greenkeeper is a crucial figure who has got
to be backed up.”

That's why, when the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St Andrews asked their former
captain if he would take an interest in a new
association for greenkeepers, which they were
helping to fund, back in 1987, he readily
agreed.

FAVOURITE COURSES

Viscount Whitelaw says he’s
always loved St Andrews and
he’s been a member there since
1937. “You can’t compare it
with anything else.”

His other favourite courses are
Silloth-on-Solway, Nairn,
Muirfield, Royal St Georges and
Westward Ho.

“I always believed it was very important to
improve the standing of greenkeepers gener-
ally, not only their knowledge and their work
but also their standing in the club and their
importance to the club. I always thought that
when you hear people say, ‘The course isn’t
right, we must get a new green convener’,
there’s absolutely no point in getting a new
green convener, what you need is a good new
greenkeeper if the course isn’t right. The
greenkeeper is the man who will make it
right, and green conveners can only be there
to back their greenkeepers and make sure the
greenkeepers are getting what they want and
doing with what they've got all that has to be
done. So the standing of a greenkeeper has
always been something that I believed enor-
mously important and it’s a fact of recent
years that this has come out and now it’s
accepted.”

He credits the Association with much of the
success for elevating the status of greenkeep-
ers. He states: “I believe the organisation has

been the most enormous success. All the time
I've been with them I've admired enormously
what they've done. I've admired enormously
what Neil Thomas has done and what has
been done by the greenkeepers themselves
when they've become chairmen or on the
board of management. They have played a
terrific part in this. And if anyone wants a
sign of it they need look no further than the
two occasions when I have tried to see them
all. First of all, Harrogate. Harrogate’s a very
remarkable advance and it is a great success —
much prized by the trade generally and good
for everybody. And then of course there is the
help that the greenkeepers give at the Open
Championship, when they all come together
and are seen to help on the course. And a
marvellous job they carry out.

“Now, of course, your publication has done
a great deal of good. The more we can publi-
cise the profession, the more it will be seen
that greenkeepers are vitally important peo-
ple. And if you see the jobs that are offered to
them now, much of the great difficulty in
years to come will be making sure we keep
the best of our greenkeepers in this country.
A lot of them, inevitably, are being offered
jobs in Europe. And that is a real sign of how
successful this organisation has been.”

Viscount Whitelaw is involved with several
charities, but BIGGA is the only professional
association to which he is attached. As presi-
dent, he is in regular contact with BIGGA’s
executive director, Neil Thomas, and he tries
to meet Association members at Harrogate
and the Open.

“If you are president I believe you come
when you are asked and you don’t go when
you're not asked,” is his philosophy.

As far as the future of the Association goes,
he says: “I would like to see it continuing to
make sure that greenkeepers are well trained
and can be really good people for our
courses. And that it will become accepted by
all courses. I would like to see all clubs using
the opportunities given by BIGGA for them to
train their staff and that all greenkeepers
become members of BIGGA.”

After three-quarters of an hour chatting to
him about golf, greenkeeping and the Associ-
ation, I realised that he had a busy day of pol-
itics ahead. There were meetings with
Ministers, fellow Lords and leading figures
from industry awaiting. But there was time
for one last story which shows he certanly did
not become president of BIGGA for any politi-
cal gain. 2

At the last general election, while he was
canvassing in the north of Scotland, a young
man came up to him and said: “I'm very
grateful you've been so helpful to BIGGA.”

Viscount Whitelaw replied: “Thank you and
I hope you will vote Conservative Party.”

“Certainly not, 'm Scottish Nationalist.”
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SCOTLAND
POWERSHIFT
Dundee

0382 24152

NORTHERN
ENGLAND
GIBSONS GARDEN
MACHINERY LIMITED
Kirkham

0772 682516

FEWSTER AGRIC
SERVICES LIMITED
Seaton Burn

091 236 4155

F R SHARROCK
LIMITED

Wigan
0257422710

MOUNTAINS MOWERS
Leeds
0532531201

SEWARD
AGRICULTURAL
MACHINERY
Beverley

0482 869155

MIDLANDS

MITCHELLS FARM

INDUSTRIES LTD

Nottingham
87

MOTRAC
Nesscliffe
0743741528

WFI GRASSCARE
Stratford upon Avon
0789 204073

WOODLANDS
BRIGSTOCK LIMITED
Kettering

0536 373238

EAST ANGLIA
BEN BURGESS
GARDEN EQUIPMENT
LIMITED

Norwich

0603 628251

COWIES EASTERN

TRACTORS LIMITED
helmsford

0245 256281

GRASSHOPPER
HORT. LIMITED
Chelmsford
0245 362377

GOLF AND TURF

RISBORO TURF
LIMITED

THURLOW NUNN
STANDEN LIMITED
Ely

0353 662871

BY APPOINTMENT TO H M. THE OUEEN

MANUFACTURERS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY

HAYTERS PLC

AYTER

T HE COURSE LEADER

S W ENGLAND
ROCHFORD
GARDEN
MACHINERY LTD

G ] HANDY

& CO LIMITED
Swindon

0793 721615

RON SMITH
AND CO LIMITED

LONDON
& SOUTHERN

0734 326484

DRAKE AND
FLETCHER LIMITED
Ashford

0233 6250445

E O CULVERWELL
wes

0250

NEW FOREST FARM
MACHINERY LIMITED
Ringwood

0425 472572

NORTH WALES
MAJOR R OWEN
LIMITED
Penrhyndeudracth
0766 770261

SOUTH WALES
PRO TURF
Carmarthen

0267 233648

TED HOPKINS

NORTHERN
IRELAND
CYRIL JOHNSTON
AND CO LIMITED
Belfast

0232 813121

SOUTHERN
IRELAND
DUBLIN GRASS
MACHINERY
Dublin

010 353 1 386995

JOHN O'FLYNN
AND SON LIMITED
Cork

21314088

CHANNEL
ISLANDS
TONY MAHY
Guernsey

481 45468

THE PROFESSIONALS' NUMBER ONE CHOICE

(1 ; he masterful T93 gives a superb

cut with complete reliability

The T93 with its 16 hp Kubota
diesel is fully hydrostatic.
and ease of operation. Many parts are interchangeable

Three supreme quality cylinder and servicing and daily

heads with simple, precision maintenance are simple.
Features such as the adjustable

seat and steering column

height of cut adjustment, mow
down to 75, (2.4mm) across a

width of 61',"(156¢cm). ensure operator comfort.

Hayters PLC, Spellbrook, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU  Telephone: (0279) 600919 Facsimile: (0279) 600338



FLYING DIVOTS

M Time for a reminder.
Members should note that
the Association is approved
by the Board of Inland
Revenue under Section 201
Income and Corporation
Taxes Act 1988. This means
that individual members can
claim tax relief on their
subscription payments
through their annual tax
returns whilst golf clubs
paying subscriptions for
members can claim tax relief
through their accounts. This
benefit for members
substantially reduces the
cost of their annual
subscriptions and in claiming
relief members should simply
list their membership of
BIGGA and indicate that the
Association is an approved
body under Section 201 ICTA
1988.

M Brokenhurst Golf Club in
the New Forest was fined
£2,500 plus costs of £610 for
“illegally” taking water to
irrigate its greens. The club
admitted it took 80,000
gallons more than it was
licensed to use because of a
breakdown in
communication. Secretary
manager Stewart Craven
said: "When | took on the job
my predecessor did not tell
me about the conditions. It
was a genuine mistake."

B Andy McKee
has left Fisons
after seven
years to join
Erin Marketing
Ltd as sales
and marketing
director.

B The greenkeepers at
Brighton's Hollingbury Park
course had a shock when
they turned up to prepare the
course for a pro-am. A
vehicle had been driven
across the 12th green leaving
tyre marks in the turf, the flag
had been stolen and children
had used a bunker as a sand
pit. People, believed to be
travellers camping just to the
north of the course, had also
been spotted playing football
on the green.

The local council’s three
municipal greenkeepers, led
by Terry Spence, worked
frantically with rollers and did
a bit of “cosmetic surgery” to
get the green fit for the club’s
biggest event of the year.

Send your letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper International, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark,

Alne, York YO6 2NF or fax them on 0347 838864

YOU SAY

Criticism against STRI is unjustified

After reading Paul Copsey’s letter
in your May edition (“Advice Left
Wanting”), I must take issue with
many of his remarks and espe-
cially those comments based on
assumption, inaccuracy and mis-
understanding.

Whilst brief details were pro-
vided to produce an interesting
March edition article on the
reconstruction of the greens at
Royal Birkdale Golf Club, I hope
your readers will appreciate that
as advisers/consultants, the STRI
will always operate normal pro-
fessional and business criteria
with its clients, including that of
confidentiality. I am, however,
able to say that the decision to
replace the old turf of Poa annua
after the greens were recon-
structed at Royal Birkdale was
not based on economic grounds.
It is, perhaps, somewhat naive to
suggest that a golf club totally
committed to producing the best
possible standards would jeopar-
dise the success of remedial
reconstruction works for the sake
of an item costing a relatively
small percentage in the context of
the significant overall costs (least
of all Royal Birkdale Golf Club).

The option to import new
bent/fescue turf was fully consid-
ered but decided against in the
light of previous experiences with
top quality imported bent/fescue
turf laid onto an improved sandy
soil rootzone (such turf took sev-
eral years to acclimatise during
which time there was significant
invasion by clumps of Poa
annua). The relaid turf at Royal

Birkdale (which was cut at 18mm
thickness) contained no organic
mineral soil — the turf comprised
of some thatch layers with sand
(the latter material orginating
from several years of past top
dressings with pure sand). Mr
Copsey’s assumption that the
relaid turf was inappropriate as it
must have contained in part the
“undesirable soil” is wrong. Could
I also say that in making his criti-
cism of the re-use of the predomi-
nantly Poa turf, Mr Copsey
appears to substantiate his posi-
tion by purporting to quote from
my remarks in the March edition
article about Birkdale. He mis-
quotes!

The articles in your March and
April editions do not demonstrate
inconsistency of agronomic
advice from the STRI. Each article
was quite different in its concept
and purpose, viz an article about
green reconstruction in unique
and specific circumstances in con-
trast to Mike Canaway’s article on
part of a short-term research pro-
ject. Whilst Mike Canaway’s arti-
cle properly points out some of
the possible dangers associated
with returfing sandy rootzones
(substantiated with facts and fig-
ures), potential dangers associ-
ated with turfing works had been
well appreciated by STRI advisers
for some considerable time, as
well as many greenkeepers and
others in our industry. Similarly,
the possible merits of washed turf
have long been understood but as
yet this avenue of establishment
has not been pursued in this

country for maybe several rea-
sons, including commercial ones.

I agree with Mr Copsey’s com-
ments that in all areas of perfor-
mance bents and fescues
out-perform Poa any day. How-
ever, I do not think that one
should ignore the fact that Poa
annua is a ubiquitous species
which is found in most golf
greens in varying degrees. Of
course, if greenkeepers can apply
good management to sites where
architectural, constructional
make-up and environmental fac-
tors are favourable towards bent
and fescue development, then
Poa annua content can be min-
imised. Nevertheless, at many
clubs it is clear that without Poa
annua there quite simply would
not be golf greens. Yes, thatchy,
stagnant, disease-prone bogs of
Poa annua is the nightmare sce-
nario for any greenkeeper, but
there are many courses (includ-
ing Championship courses) which
will have varying but often signif-
icant amounts of Poa annua (usu-
ally with some bent), and whose
greenkeeping staff proudly pre-
sent such greens as very good
playing surfaces throughout most
of the year (and where members
are very happy).

I trust my response will be seen
as being mainly explanatory in
nature, although I suspect that in
some quarters with a blinkered
outlook it will be seen as a purely
defensive repost!

J Perris, assistant director
(advisory services), STRI,
Bingley

Why we must build on “The Way Forward

May I make a comment on
“Looking Back to The Way For-
ward” (GI May ‘94) and congrat-
ulate Michael Bonallack for the
clear description of the R&A’s
role in golf, probably not well
understood by many.

“The Way Forward” surely
exceeded the expectations of the
authors and its publishers in the
impact it made. Accepting that, it
had a slow start, partly I suspect
because of the reticence in intro-
ducing it with much publicity,
and partly because the greater
part of the audience to whom it
was addressed, ie those in
infuential positions in members’
golf clubs, didn’t think there was
anything wrong in their current
methods. But those who did take

it seriously and took some action
found much support and enthusi-
asm. Some, not many, clubs and
the Home Unions, especially the
English Golf Union, have really
moved with their seminars up
and down the country.

But I sense that the momen-
tum has slowed and this is the
reason why thoughts were
expressed at the BTME work-
shop which I attended that an
update of “The Way Forward”
would be timely. We still hear
too often of large greens com-
mittees meeting frequently and
the head greenkeeper taking
instructions from a chairman
who knows all about the techni-
cal problems - surrogate green-
keepers they call them. And

then, if things go wrong, who is
blamed ?

The R&A is respected through-
out the golfing world and any
report or recommendation emi-
nating from St Andrews is lis-
tened to and trusted. I believe
“The Way Forward” was a suc-
cess and I would like to see fur-
ther advance on that success.
Some sort of review of where we
are now and what future is indi-
cated would be relevant and
very influential.

I am glad that BIGGA has
stirred up this subject and hope
the organisation will keep the
discussion going; but we must
also get Golf Club Management
involved.

Arthur King, Lymington
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Around the Green

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

KENT

The Kent Section had one of its biggest ever
turnouts on May 10, with over 40 players
participating in the Spring Tournament at
the Mid Kent Golf Club. The morning Rigby
Taylor Stableford was won by Peter Biscoe
with 36 points closely followed by Paul Rud-
kin and Shaun Donovan with 35 and
Richard Hopgood with 34.

The afternoon medal and Hayter Qualifier
was again a hotly contested event with
everyone eyeing a place in the Regional
Final at Banstead Downs. The overall winner
was Derek Keen, nett 68, followed by David
Wood, 70, and Vince Clegg and Paul Copsey,
71. Best scratch score went to Steve Suttle,
79. The successful qualifiers for the next
round were, in the 0-9 category, Steve Sut-
tle, Huw Morgan, lan Rawlins, and John
Wakelin. In the 10-18, Derek Keen, David
Wood, Paul Copsey and Paul Rudkin. In the
19-28, Vince Clegg, Haydon Hayes, Phil
Hirst, and Richard Page.

I think we all had a very enjoyable day, we
were blessed with fine weather, a superbly
kept golf course and great food. Many

EVENTSDIARY

July 14-17: Open

August 1-3: National Tournament, Dartmouth Golf
Club, Devon

September 6-8: Saltex (pi ly 10G) Trade
Exhibition, Royal Racecourse,
Berkshire.

September 22: Hayter Challenge Final, Pannal Golf
Club, Harrogate

N ber 9-10: S rf, Inglest: Edi gk
December 1: Scottish Region North Section

day conf: at Craibstone Estate,
Bucksburn, Aberdeen

January 25-27, 1995: BTME '95, Harrogate
International Centre

thanks go to all our hosts at Mid Kent Golf
Club, especially to John Rootes and his lads
for their preparation of the course. As
always we are very grateful to our friends
from the trade for attending all our func-
tions and supporting with raffle prizes, and
especially on this occasion to our main com-
petition sponsors Rigby Taylor and Hayter.

It was certainly very pleasing to see many

new faces at the event and the reappearance
of some old ones, many of us having to
make a special effort to attend due to pres-
sure of work, after a late spring and a slow
start, now the flood — not only yet more
rain, but grass growing like the clappers.

We are still trying to finalise our summer
and autumn golf programme and trying to
prepare a series of educational winter work-
shop courses. Details will appear at a later
date or will be sent to you in due course. If
there are points you wish to raise, things
you feel unhappy about, things you would
like to add, concerning the Association at
national or local level, or items
and information for “Around the
Green”, please contact David
Wood on 0342 850875, or myself
on 0831 115139 or 0322
664547.

PAUL COPSEY

EAST SCOTLAND

The annual skittles night was held at the
Right Wing, Willowbrae Road. Twenty-two
people turned up to this very enjoyable

SENDVIARSH
TRACTORS £ e AT

DISTRIBUTORS OF GROUND CARE AND MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT

Jacobsen GreensKing Petrol Std Build 961hrs
Jacobsen 504 18" Scarifier 7HP B+S...............
Toro Sandpro 3WD Drive c/w Hyd Lifted Rakes
Brouwer MC8 7 Gang 6BL Fixed Head c/w Hyd Lift PTO/Belt driven ....£4750
John Deere 755 4WD Compact Tractor 1085hrs, paint tatty but mechanically
.............................................................................. £3750
Kubota G3HST Diesel Rideon 48" SD 11100rS .......cccrevveeenicnircnienennens £2250
Iseki TA537 4WD Tractor Cab PUH 2 DASCV Trelleborg Flotation Tyres,
A, JOTOBIE ... ssniaiis o mrimm At hat At b ssohon oxesxes iR RO RO TRSRBI NS £9750
McConnel Swingtrim
Multicore TM1500 1.5m 3pt Mtd Hollow Corer
Iseki SG15 Hydro Diesel Rider.....................

QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT

Jacobsen GreensKing Diesel Power Steering 9 Bladed 161hrs .......... £12000

Jacobsen Set 5 Fairway Gangmowers c/w Steel Wheel Frames Roller +
Scrapers, 3 years old

Jacobsen 1471 Petrol TriKing 2WD 5 Bladed Flo

£5000
g Heads & Grass Boxes

F T T I SR ot S S R e e £4750
Jacobsen T422D Turfcat 2WD c/w with either 60" Rotary or 60" Flail. 861hrs.
........................................................................................................... £5000

MAIN AGENTS FOR

MASSEY FERGUSON - E ﬂ :

A S MARSTON
TRAILERS

Used equipment:
Allman Sprayer to fit Cushman.........ccccceeuuen. ..£295

The Forge, Ockham Lane, Cobham,
Surrey KT11 1LU
Tel: 0932 866626 Fax: 0932 863046

Turfmaster 360 Spares or Repairs, Runs.
Ransomes TM80 6" Slitter c/w Hyd Wheel Kit..... ...£250
Ransomes Bobcat 32" Spares or Repairs ...
Ezeon Hydraulic Low Loader (for Autoroller)... 2
Hayter 289 30" Flail for Condor Hydro..New Flails..........ccccoemeeiieiniccicc £750

EX DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT
(Sold with the benefit of the remaining manufacturer’s warranty)

Jacobsen T1224 24" Hollow Corer c/w 1/2" TiN@.......cccvvevueevecccnieencarannnns £4000
Saxon MTM7 Triple Mower 1 Year Old ..........cccovceimienieieniccncccecnrennnns £4995
Gravelly Pro12 c/w 30" Drawn Rotary Decl :

Gandy 6ft 3pt Mtd Diamond Brush................
Charterhouse Pedestrian Scarifier c/w Bag
BLEC MS54 MUtiSCraper ...............c.uwueevenees
Honda HP400 Power Carrier c/w Hilift Skip .
Ryan Jr Sodcutter 12"
Iseki SF300 4WD Outfront Rotary c/w 60" SD & RD Rotary Mowers ...£10500

VARIETY OF DENNIS AND ATCO MOWERS FOR SPARES AND REPAIR.
VARIETY OF SISIS HYDROMAIN/PRESSURE FRAME IMPLEMENTS
All machines sold are offered ex our yard.

All prices are plus VAT @ rate prevailing.

RISBORO’ TURF

Suppliers of Turf and Turf Care Equipment

CHINNOR ROAD, BLEDLOW, PRINCES RISBOROUGH,
AYLESBURY, BUCKS, HP17 9PH

TEL: (0844) 274127 FAX: (0844) 274191
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Pop-ups lost
their pop?

Valves lost RPK

TURF CARE
SUPPLIES

their verve?

Controller lost
control?

ALL IS NOT LOST!

For a realistic and commonsense
solution to your irrigation problems
— or an installation from scratch -

PAYING TOO
MUCH FOR
SERVICING?

RPK service all
types of machinery,
on site, for only

contact us now: £19.95 per hour.
Irrigation Systems & Equipment RPK Turf Care Supplies, 25 The Junipers,
l. L. s SutndLe Roa(:]‘ élétéog”\m Elizabeth Park, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 4UX
eterboroug 3 ;
Phone/Fax: 0832 272450 Tel: 0734 510251 Fax: 0734 892329

Shanks
Mowers

EXPERIENCE OUR SERVICE

Parker Hart are the south east’s most established The Turfcare MaChinery you want
turf company. and

We stock an extensive range of turf care products The Professional Support Service
including our own “Verdant’ range of seeds and P

fertilisers and are main distributors for Grace- you need.

Sierra, Rhone Poulenc, ICI, Vitax, Mommersteeg

and Johnsons. We also supply Roffey Brothers’ m <JACOBSEN [:E\;GREEN’S

range of quality top dressings and root zones.

CONTACT US NOW AND USE

Backed by an experienced salesforce and first

class delivery service we aim to be YOUR first OUR EXPERIENCE
choice.
PARKER HART GROVE WORKS, BENSHAM GROVE
T. Parker & Sons (Turf Management) Limited, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY CR4 8DA
Malden Green Farm, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NE =
Tel: 081-337 7791. Fax: 081-330 7392 ﬂ 081'771 4811 (Telephone & Fax)
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night. It was moved to the east of the city
following complaints that everything was
held in the west, so where were the people
who complained? I certainly didn’t see them
and neither did the same people who have
attended them all in previous years — I won-
der if the dance will be the same? I certainly
hope not. Come on members, we have done
all the spade work, why don’t you start sup-
porting us?

I had the pleasure of being present at the
North Section outing at Forres. What a great
day this was: the weather was perfect; the
course was in excellent condition and the
North’s hospitality was second to none. I
thank them all for a wonderful day.

The Hayter Regional Finals were played
over Duddingston Golf Club on May 24; I
went down to cheer on the East team but,
alas, we only had one qualifier for the
National Finals. This was our old friend Dick
Dugan from Glencourse. You can always rely
on Dick to keep the East flag flying. Congrat-
ulations Dick; and you won’t be alone on
your trip to the finals, hopefully I will be
down beside you.

By now you should all have your new fix-
ture card; you will see by it the work that
has gone into this year’s events. The one
change is the Willie Woods Tournament.
This will be held at Murrayfield GC on
August 17; letters will be out in plenty of
time, but we are limited to 40 players.

Tickets are going fast for the annual
dance. Don’t be caught out, get yours early.
Kilspindie Hotel is the venue, and a great
night is in store, especially for those from
the east who have not been before.

I said in an earlier issue that courses in the
east were under water after a very wet win-
ter. Now the opposite has happened — at the
time of writing we have not had rain for four
weeks and the very cold east wind has com-
pletely dried the courses up. Yes, it’s a hard
life being a greenkeeper.

We give a very warm welcome to all new
members and hope to see them at the vari-
ous tournaments etc. Any information they
reguire — just give me a ring and I will do
everything I can to help. There are still a
number not yet members and they are the
ones who are missing out. If
there is someone on your course
not yet a member, give them a
push; we will be delighted to
have them aboard.

WILLIE BLAIR

SOUTH WEST

A different venue from last year awaited the
competitors for the recent Greenkeeper/
Amateur Greensomes event held on May 11.
Minchinhampton Old Course was our desti-
nation, not to be confused with Minchin-
hampton Golf Club as was the case with a
few who turned up at the wrong clubhouse.
Those who got it right first time were con-
fronted with a course with a difference.
There was no intensive manicuring here, just
rough and more long rough. The reason for
needing plenty of balls in the bag was
because the course of some 100 years of age
is situated on common ground and restric-
tions are placed on the use of herbicides and
indeed on the frequency of cutting through-
out the year. This led to a naturalists’ par-
adise with a wide variety of wild plants
growing and flowering undisturbed.
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But this took nothing away from what was
a highly enjoyable day both socially and
competitively, with 58 people taking part.
Any club that allows that number of courte-
sies over an afternoon is of an extremely
generous nature and our thanks are
extended to Bob Clarke, the administrator of
the Old Course, for his kindness. Thanks also
go to the greenstaff and the caterers.

The day’s results are as follows: 1, C Tozer
and M Savage 38 points; 2, R and T Greaves
37 points; 3, M Haring and P Hampton 36
points (won on back 9); 4, P Baynton and G
Dacombe 36 points, 5, K Green and G
Fuidge 35 points (won on back 9); 6, J Tay-
lor and S Mulraney 35 points.

As of May 25, there are now 249 members
in the South West section. The next opportu-
nity to meet some of them will be at the
Summer Tournament, Filton GC, July 27. If
your application has not already been sent,
please contact me immediately to secure a
tee time.

KEVIN GREEN

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Not a lot to report this month as we are all
cutting grass like mad. I would like to
remind you that your views on the Associa-
tion’s review are now due. If you haven't put
pen to paper yet, please do so today or call
me so I can forward your suggestions to HQ
who need your input so we can continue our
progress.

I am nearing completion of next season’s
fixture card which will be winging its way to
you soon. Our thanks once again to Devon
Garden Machinery who have kindly spon-
sored the fixture card again.

RICHARD WHYMAN

NORTH SCOTLAND

It’s finally happened! A section outing with
glorious weather. Eighty-four golfers played
In the Spring Outing at Forres with another
nine members present for the day. Shirt
sleeves were the order of the day, and those
that benefited most were: scratch — 1, Alan
Dempster, Strathlene 75bih; 2, George
Paterson, Fortrose 75; class one — 1, Kevin
Peace, Inverurie 70bih; 2, George Mitchell,
Royal Aberdeen 70; 3, John Taylor, Forres
73bih; class two — 1, Gordon Mckie, Tain 65;
2, Sam Morrison, Royal Aberdeen 68bih; 3,
Colin Mackay, Cruden Bay 68; class three —
1, Colin Burgess, Forres 71bih; 2, Bruce
Forsyth, Peterhead 71; 3, John Geddes,
Ellon 72; veteran — 1, Tom Simpson, Mur-
rayshall 70; 2, Arthur Williamson, Craigie
Hill 72; apprentice — 1, John Milne, Elgin
71; 2, Mark Ross, Elgin 72; Trade Shield -
Tom Brannan, Souters 71bih; and guest — R
Bruce, Aboyne 71.

Off the course winners were Colin
Burgess, Forres, who won the free draw for
a BIGGA blazer, and 200 Club winners: Jan-
uary £30 - John Urquhart, Mansfield Estate,
Tain; February £30 — Gordon Fraser, Suther-

land Cres, Tain; March £40 — James Whyte,
St Combs, Fraserburgh; April £100 — Linda
Harkiss, Craig Cres, Tain. Three winners
from Tain and still I miss out! We thank
everyone at Forres for a great day, especially
Charlie Mackay and his staff, the course was
excellent.

Five more new members to welcome: Mar-
tin Cameron, head greenkeeper Buckpool;
Richard Hendry, assistant at Forres; Mark
Cordell, assistant at Moray; Scott Macken-
zie, apprentice Royal Aberdeen and Paul
Conway, apprentice at Caird Park, Dundee.
Gordon Fraser is leaving Tain to become an
assistant at Wentworth, whilst also on the
move is Alan Strachan who has left Royal
Dornoch to become assistant links superin-
tendent at Carnoustie. Moving up is Michael
Clark, who has taken over the head job at
Kingussie, vacated by Mike Wilson who has
moved to Fraserburgh.

Despite the horrendous winter, both Nairn
and Nairn Dunbar were in super condition
for the recent Amateur Championships.
Hopefully, more major competitions will be
held in the section in the near future, we
certainly have many fine courses and the
travelling is much easier than before.

Work is under way on extending Invergor-
don GC from nine to 18 holes.
The job, being done by local firm
Morrisons, will take under two
years with opening scheduled for
summer ‘96.

IAIN MACLEOD

AYRSHIRE

The Ayrshire representatives in the Scottish
finals of the Hayter Challenge made a good
run at the prizes, with Ian McNab and
Steven Knaggs qualifying, and myself a first
reserve. The team was second, despite being
two men short, but made up for that by out-
lasting even the East section hardies in the
evening. Our thanks to Hayter and to Dud-
dington GC for an excellent day out.

Gordon Heran at Brunston Castle tells me
his greenkeeping sheds are going up now
after two years of next weeks that never
came. Even though the receivers are in, they
have allowed Gordon to build 15 new tees
forward from the championship tees to
allow for more enjoyable golf for the higher
handicapper. Hopefully a buyer will be
found shortly to enable this project to fulfil
its potential.

Further to last month’s report on the
babies being waited for at the spring outing,
Bob McKay, Paul Rae and Jock McLauchlan
are now proud fathers of Heather, Jodie and
Jemma respectively. Best wishes to them all.
DUNCAN GRAY

SURREY

A date has now been set for our Surrey sec-
tion dinner dance. It will be held at Reigate
Manor Hotel on Friday, November 11. We
have organised our own function room and
tickets will be available from committee
members at a price of £18 per head, which
includes a three-course meal and a disco
until lam. Accommodation is being looked
into at present for those of you wishing to
stay overnight.

The first winter lecture has now been
organised and will be given by Bill Oliver of
Hardi Sprayers on Wednesday November 9.
Venue will be announced later. Other forth-



coming events include the McMillan
Tankard at Sunningdale on August 11 and
the Parkers Salver at Purley Downs GC on
September 21.
DAVID GIBBS

NORTH WEST

Trying to find a venue for the Spring Tour-
nament each year is far more of a problem
than any other tournament. The reason is,
and it’s understandable, the greenkeeper
wants his course at its best, and he would
prefer to stage a tournament later in the
year, when there is some growth.

One greenkeeper who took a chance and
gave me the OK was Chris Hulme, course
manager at Sale GC, and I am sure he must
have been regretting his decision at times.
No need to have worried, Chris, your course
was a credit to you and your staff, with
greens that could not be faulted and the
course was presented to perfection. Many
thanks go to Sale GC for allowing the cour-
tesy of the course, to the greenkeeping staff
for all their hard work, to Graham Barber,
the caterer, for a lovely meal, and to the fol-
lowing companies for supporting us with
prizes: Fletcher Stewarts, Richard Campey,
Burrows, and Groundcare.

The winners were: best nett — James
Hutchinson; best gross — Paul Pearse; over-
55 — Bert Cross; guests — lan Vernon, Sale
captain. The qualifiers for the Hayter
Regional Final are: cat 1 - C Leeming, P
Pearse, S Moon; cat 2 — C Hulme, P Simp-
son, B Cross; cat 3 — J Hutchinson, A Holt, A
Davies.

The Regional Final will be at Worsley GC
on July 20. The next section golf is the sum-
mer meeting on Monday July 25 at Stock-
port GC. Soup and sandwiches between 12
and 1pm and tee off from 1.30pm. Applica-
tions to Paul Pearse, 1 Swan Close, Poynton,
Stockport SK12 1HX, enclosing £10 deposit
by July 18.

I still require a team for the Roses match
at Mottram Hall on Wednesday August 10,
and also for the stewards match at Fishwick
GC on Monday September 5. Both of these
matches are sponsored with no cost to the
competitor. If you are available, please ring
me on 051 7245412.

The Autumn Tournament is at Royal Birk-
dale on Monday September 12, and we have
split tee times — 10.30am-12noon and 1.30-
3pm. Your applications for this tournament
have to be in by Monday August 15 with
your preference for am or pm, and your
deposit of £10 (apply to Paul Pearse). The
tee-off times must be strictly adhered to.

Congratulations go to Bob Janovskis who
has become a grandfather for the first time.
His daughter gave birth to a son, Robert
Michael, a few days before the spring tour-
nament, and Bob kindly donated a bottle of
‘fire water’ for the prize table
because, he said, it would be
complicated to treat everybody to
a drink.

See you at the Open!
BERT CROSS

NORTH WALES

This month our congratulations go to the
Royal St Davids GC, Harlech, who are cele-
brating their centenary, and a distinguished
100 years it has been. Our best wishes also
go to Justin Cheung, deputy head green-
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keeper at Eaton GC, Waverton, and we hope
he has a ‘speedy’ recovery from his recent
car accident, the moral being, Justin, that if
you were still at Carden, you wouldn’t have
had time for any accidents.

Northop Country Park also deserve our
best wishes on their opening. I am sure we
all look forward to playing what looks like a
delightful layout.

There is a paucity of news this month, per-
haps you are all too busy or maybe we all
lead boring lives. Whichever, without your
views (good, bad or indifferent) journalistic
artistry becomes a nightmare so please con-
tact me with any info regardless of how
small.

Lastly, are any members interested in tak-
ing part in social events, eg bowls, fishing
etc? If so, contact me on any of the follow-
ing numbers: 0244 676022 (home); 0829
250556 (office); 0374 685879 (mobile).
ANDY CAMPBELL

WEST SCOTLAND

Sixty-eight greenkeepers and trade members
attended the ever-popular first outing of the
year, at Dougalston GC. Unfortunately, the
weather was not very kind and credit must
go to Sandy Young and his staff for getting
the course ready for play. Close inspection of
the following scores may indicate that more
than one ball was lost.

Scratch — R Bunting 81bih; cat 1 - 1, D
McLoren, Cathcart Castle, 81-6=75; 2, J
Steadward, Douglas Park 89-9=80bih; 3, D
Gaul, Cordross, 89-9=80; cat 2 — 1, D Mont-
gomery, Cawder 86-11=75bih; 2, J Mathew,
Dougalston, 91-16=75; 3, J Young, Dougal-
ston, 95-17=78; cat 3 — 1, S Murray, Dou-
glas Park, 101-21=80; 2, A Young,
Dougalston, 106-22=84; 3, AJ Young,
Cawder, 109-24=85. All the above have
qualified for the Hayter Challenge.

Donald Ferguson, first assistant at Cow-
glen GC, has taken early retirement due to
ill health after 13 years of service with the
club. His experience of the course will be
missed by myself and the rest of the staff.
We wish him a long and happy retirement.

The above position was soon filled by J
McGoldrick, also of Cowglen. I'm sure he
will prove to be an able replacement for
Donald.

SCOTT BALLANTYNE

SOUTH COAST
Our Summer Tournament approaches now
and will be held at Southwick Park GC on
August 15, teeing off from 13.06. The for-
mat will be a fourball better ball consisting
of member and guest. A guest may be either
a member from your own club or a green-
keeper from another club. The entrance fee
is £10 per person to include a ploughman’s
lunch on arrival and the evening meal.

As Southwick Park can only cater for a
maximum of-40 persons, a closing date of
August 5 is being set and you are advised to

contact Bob Cully, the tournament organ-
iser, early as entries will be on a first come
first served basis. Bob will need names,
handicaps and a cheque for both members
and guests. Entries should be
sent to Bob Cully, 63 Upper St
Helens Road, Hedge End,
Southampton SO30 OLS. Tel:
0489 782976

ALAN MITCHELL

SOUTH WALES

Our annual Greenkeepers v Golf Club Secre-
taries match at the Southerndown Golf Club
was marred by the fact that 16 greenkeepers
failed to turn up for what is normally a well
supported fixture.

After personally contacting each team
member a few days before the event, I con-
firmed with the organiser that we, the green-
keepers, would have a team of 26 — 13 pairs.
By far our largest team for a number of years.

Well, on the morning in question, 10 peo-
ple turned up. Enough for only five team
matches. Thank you lads! Not only did you
portray us, the greenkeepers, in a bad light,
you made me as your organiser look a right
fool.

However, 1 would like to thank those who
did make the effort to turn up, especially as
we were victorious by three games to two and
therefore retain the shield. Winning pairs
were: Steve Mills/Mike Norfolk 5+4; Chriss
Thomas/Gerwyn  Price  3+2; Idwal
Morris/Daryl Jones 4+3. Both P Lacey/S
Price and JB Jones/L Walter lost on the 18th.

I thank the Golf Club Secretaries, who
were prepared to accept the result on the five
matches that took place, especially Fred
Crossman and Digby Lloyd for their splendid
organisation. I'd also like to thank Keith
Wilcox and all at Southerndown GC for their
hospitality and Jan Williams and the catering
staff for what can only be described as the
largest gammon steak I have ever had the

“pleasure of eating.

Good luck to Philip Huw Thomas of Pon-
tardawe GC who is representing our section
in this year’s ICI Master Greenkeeper of the
Year Award.

PETER LACEY

EAST MIDLANDS

This month we welcome the following mem-
bers to our section: Robert Myatt of Bramp-
ton Heath Golf Centre, lan Needham of
Beedles Lake GC, Graham Gilson of Market
Harborough GC and Justin Aley of Stoke
Rochford GC.

Here are the results of our singles and pairs
KO tournaments. In the singles first round D
Cooper (Rothley Park) lost 4&2 to J Bedford
(Birstall), and G Miller (Ullesthorpe) lost 3&1
to D Leatherland (Kedleston Park). In the first
round of the pairs KO, A Bindley and M Hop-
kins (Kirby Muxloe) beat G Robson and A
Mcgreal (Lingdale) 6&5, whilst D James and
C James (Wollaton Park) beat S Swann and
M Smith (Ramsdale Park) 2&1. Second round
matches must be played by July 15.

Finally, we hope to circulate a list of all
section members telephone numbers to
members who would like a list. If,
however, any member wishes
their number to be omitted,
please inform me as soon as
possible.

ANTONY BINDLEY
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MID ANGLIA

This month sees the regional final of the
Hayter Challenge at Birstall Golf Club,
Leicester. Good luck to all the finalists and
let’s hope we can retain the team trophy we
won last year. The reward for qualifying for
the national final is a trip to Pannal Golf
Club, Harrogate, on September 22.

The Lodgeway fourball competition is well
under way and I would remind all partici-
pants that they have until the end of this
month to complete all their league matches.

The Summer Tournament at Brampton
Golf Course on the July 26 will be a stable-
ford competition. The Autumn Tournament
is confirmed for October 12 at Mentmore
Golf Club and this will be followed by the
AGM.

The Christmas Texas Scramble will be
held at the Family Golf Centre on Thursday
December 8.

Good luck to two members who have
recently taken up new positions: Don Pem-
berton, who is moving from Brocket Hall to
a new course at Pavenham as course man-
ager, and Jon Moorhouse, who has been
promoted to deputy course manager at
Brocket Hall.

Finally, Ronan McKeown from
Arkely Golf Club will join me in
representing the Mid Anglia sec-
tion on the regional board.

PAUL LOCKETT

MIDLANDS

The Midlands Section’s Summer Tourna-
ment at Fulford Heath GC was played over
27 holes on a warm and sunny day, which
seems quite rare these days. The course
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played very well and was presented in excel-
lent condition thanks to Kim Blake and his
staff. The nett prize was won by Tony Liv-
ingstone, closing with a fine 66 nett in the
afternoon. The gross prize was won by Mike
Hughes. Sisis’ John Burnham, who’s having
weekly lessons, won the trade prize by too
many shots to remember. A truly enjoyable
day was rounded off with a most enjoyable
meal.

Many thanks to everyone for supporting
this event and especially to our trade friends
for once again pledging their support to our
section.

I have decided with my regional and now
board of management commitments to retire
as section secretary at the end of the year.

The section is now looking for a
replacement and anyone inter-
ested in taking the job on should

2 contact me on 0789 762912.

DEAN CLEAVER

CLEVELAND

Ten players are required for the Cleveland v
North East section match at Whickam GC on
July 27, 3pm tee off. If you are interested,
please contact Gary Munro on 0642 785195
(home) or 0677 425357 (work).

HAYTER

HAYTER CHALLENGE REGIONAL
FINALS

Hospitality is a feature of the Bude
and North Cornwall Golf Club. With
perfect weather the South West and
South Wales Regional Final of the
Hayter Challenge went without a
hitch, and was certainly a day to
remember.

Our thanks must go to Richard
Whyman and his greenstaff for the
excellent presentation of the course.
In spite of all the ribbing, he did a
grand job. Thanks also go to all the
catering staff for looking after us, and
the club captain, Derek Davey, who
made us most welcome. Most of all
the Hayter “boys” who made it all
possible.

Category 1 - 1, Robert Barrett, nett
69; 2 Paul Godwin, 71; 3, Cary
Rawlings, 72; reserve, Mike Jones, 72;
Category Mug - E West; Category 2 -
1, Robin Greaves, 69, 69; 2, J Cooper,
70; 3, C Thomas; reserve, D Gladwin,
71; Category Mug - P Ferragut;
Category 3 — 1, P Legg, 68; 2, S Milne,
69; 3, P Saviour, 71; reserve, J
Chidley, 74; Category Mug - S Sage.

The winning section for the
Regional Shield is the South West
section.
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What makes RPK Turfcare JEEEK.*
Supplies different from

other well known golf
course supplies?

5 Investment advice
s for BIGGA members

[ am interested in the following:

Life Assurance Pension/Frozen Pensions |
S

avings Y Financial Planning

RPK’s attention to
detail enables us to
look more carefully at

[nvestments | Family Security
*Mortgages *Other |

Please arrange for one of your panel of Independent Financial Advis-

§ ers to contact me. I understand that [ am not committing myself in
| any way by making this request.

I
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*Not covered by Financial Services Act 1986

RPK: Getting closer to our client jill\
For details call 0734 510251

PRETIvate AdAress: il i sttt

: Club 1 BlenROBEINUMDEEL: <15 itusa o sessniseasassonsnsssonssssaiibaassssiaioibixsaiioss

1 Home Telephore NIIDET: oarisestonssmmssiseestisscessiscesssossatssgosssss onsavt

Complete this coupon and return to Financial Services, BIGGA, Aldwark Manor,
Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF. For more details, telephone 0347 838581.
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RPK

TURF CARE
SUPPLIES
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