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THE PROFESSIONALS' NUMBER ONE CHOICE

way out in front, the
T44 is the self-propelled
gang mower. The only
choice you need to make is
10" fixed or 8" floating
heads with 6,8 or 10 knives.
Ample power, advanced
controls, weight transfer,

four-wheel drive and
differential lock combine
to make this machine your
perfect playing partner

To proceed further in your
quest for perfection, call
your dealer today for full
details and a demonstration.

Hayters PLC, Spellbrook, Bishop's Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU Telephone: (0279) 600919 Facsimile: (0279) 600338
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INSEARCH OF THE

The ever increasing intensity of traffic on
golf greens during the past three
decades has necessitated the
development and use of high-sand root
zones, such as the Texas-USGA Method.
Dr James Beard, one of the distinguished
speakers at both the '95 National
Education Conference and BTME seminar
programme at Harrogate in January,
outlines the construction methods and
specifications for this green which he
believes is suitable for golf courses
around the world.

re-1940, greens were constructed with

high clay content soils. This was for two
primary reasons: (1) better stability of the
surface, and (2) better water holding charac-
teristics that assisted in sustaining an actively
growing green turf in the dry summer period
when there was no irrigation capability. The
compaction proneness of clay was not an
issue because traffic was light.

The late 1940s and early 1950s introduced
an era of (a) increasingly intense traffic, (b)
public demand for higher quality turfed
greens, and (c) the development and
widespread use of overhead sprinkler irriga-
tion systems for greens. The increasing traffic
combined with the traditional construction
approach of relatively high clay soils led to
soil compaction problems that became the
limiting factor in turfgrass culture on recre-
ational surfaces.

Because the increasing soil compaction
problem was seriously limiting turfgrass
growth, both practitioner trial-and-error
approaches and detailed soil physics research
with high-sand content root zones evolved.
The primary objective in using sandy textured
soils was to provide adequate drainage of
excess water and the resultant aeration
needed to support rooting and overall healthy
turfgrass growth. This early interest in high-
sand root zones for greens was pioneered in
the United States. The first root zone con-
struction system that was soundly based on
scientific principles and backed by extensive
laboratory and field research was the Texas-
United States Golf Association (USGA)
method of root zone construction developed
at Texas A&M University under the direction
of soil physicists ME Bloodworth and JB Page.
For the first time, detailed construction speci-
fications and a soil physical testing procedure
were established for green root zone con-
struction to identify root zone components
and their percentage compositions that met
those specifications.

This Texas-USGA Method of root zone con-
struction has proven the test of time with
numerous successful turfed root zones having
been in place for more than 30 years. Note, a
key to success is proper construction that fol-
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lows all the specifications in detail. Also,
while this method carries the name of the
original research location and the funding
agency, the method is uniquely designed for
use throughout the world and has success-
fully functioned in a diverse range of cli-
mates.

The Texas-USGA Method

Suggested specifications for the Texas-USGA
Method are based on the 1960 specifications,
with subsequent evolutionary refinements. It
consists of a 300mm (12in) settled root zone
over a 50mm (2in) intermediate coarse sand
zone, over a 100mm (4in) gravel or crushed
stone drainage bed which overlays a drain
line network (see Figure 1). It is important
that the final surface grade ensures drainage
of excess water across and off the surface,
usually in multiple directions. The construc-
tion method for greens is as follows:

Root zone—_

Coarse sand —_jy,,

Drain line

Figure 1: Profile of a Texas-USGA Method high-
sand root zone modification with a water
zone

2 e SRl
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Subgrade

Contour the subgrade so it conforms to the
proposed finished grade, with a tolerance of
+/- 25 mm (+/- lin). The subgrade should
be 450mm (18in) below the planned finish
grade and should be firmed to prevent set-
tling. Care should be taken to ensure that the
final subgrade base contours, within the over-
all slope, drain off gravitational water to the
nearest drain line.

Subsurface Drainage System

A herringbone or gridiron design is utilized,
with 100mm (4in) diameter drain lines
spaced at 4.6 to 6m (15 to 20ft) intervals at a
minimum grade of 0.5 percent. The drain line
trenches should be cut into the subgrade at as
shallow a depth as possible. A 38 to 50mm
(1.5 to 2in) depth of 6 to 10mm (0.24 to
0.39in) diameter crushed stone or gravel is
placed in the bottom of the trenches and the

drain lines laid. Then additional stone or
gravel is placed around and over the drain
lines to fill the trenches.

Drainage Layer

Angular, hard, noncalcarious, washed,
screened river run gravel or crushed stone of
6 to 10mm diameter should be selected for
covering the subgrade to a minimum settled
depth of 100mm (4in). The proper sized
crushed stone or gravel must be obtained to
prevent migration of the sand into the gravel
or stone bed and thereby preserve the
integrity of two distinct layers: the upper
high-sand mix over gravel or crushed stone.
This drainage layer functions in the rapid lat-
eral movement of gravitational water to the
drain lines. Also, the porous crushed stone or
gravel base prevents the upward capillary rise
of salts from the soil base into the root zone.
During installation, the crushed stone or
gravel is typically dumped from the delivery
trucks on the perimeter and then distributed
over the construction site by a small, tracked
crawler tractor, being careful to avoid driving
over and crushing the drain lines.

Coarse Sand Zone

A 50mm (2in) deep layer of washed,
screened, hard, angular coarse sand of 1 to
2mm diameter is carefully spread over the
drainage layer. The specific size of the sand
particles must be within 5 to 7 diameters of
the underlying crushed stone or gravel. Thus,
if 6mm stone or gravel is used, the particle
size of the coarse sand zone should be not
less than 1mm in diameter. This coarse sand
zone has two key functions: (1) To prevent
infiltration of the high-sand root zone mix
into the spaces between the drainage layer
particles and (2) To create a perched hydra-
tion zone of plant available water immedi-
ately above the drainage layer in the lower
portion of the high-sand root zone mix. The
distinct interface between the coarse sand
zone and the upper 300mm (12in) of settled
high-sand root zone mix disrupts the continu-
ity of surface interfaces among the particles
and the downward movement of water.
When the perched hydration zone above the
interface approaches water saturation, the
force of gravity overcomes the interface
perched effect and the excess water is
released downward.

Installation of the coarse sand zone is best
accomplished manually, taking care to not
mix the sand with or into the drainage bed.
The coarse sand is dumped from the delivery
trucks on the outside perimeter, and is typi-
cally moved across the crushed stone or
gravel by wheelbarrows over a path of ply-
wood boards. This thin coarse sand layer pre-
sents some difficulties in installation.
However, this intermediate zone is critical to
the overall concept and is a modest long-term
investment compared to turf failure and



ULTIMATE GREEN

rebuilding costs if improperly constructed.

Substitution of a nonbiodegradable screen-
like material for the coarse sand intermediate
zone has been proposed. Problems have been
observed with these geofabrics which tend to
become clogged to the extent that they are
impermeable to water and may cease to
drain. However, a more open, non-filter mesh
or netting may be used between the interme-
diate coarse sand zone and the drainage layer
when using gravel to provide a stabilizing
effect during construction. This netting
should not be necessary when using angular
crushed stone due to the stability of this
material.

Ringing the Perimeter

Polyethylene sheeting should be permanently
inserted as a vertical barrier between the
outer native soil and the root zone mix. This
barrier prevents lateral water transfer into the
adjacent dry soil, which would cause perime-
ter turf water stress. When the sheeting is
extended 100 to 150mm (4 to 6in) above the
surface during construction, it will also func-
tion in preventing erosion of unwanted soil
onto the construction area.

Root Zone Mix Installation

Quality control is the key to successful execu-
tion of root zone modification. All root zone
mixing should be completed off the construc-
tion site, termed off-site mixing. Although it
sounds good, in practice the procedure of in-
place rotary tilling of the organic and/or soil
components into the high-sand component
has not been successful. Every truck load of
each component in the soil mix, as well as the
gravel and coarse sand, should be checked at
delivery to ensure that the specifications are
met.

Off-site mixing includes soil shredding,
screening to remove any objectionable stones,
and addition of the specified proportions of
each mix component. Because of the narrow
range in acceptable limits of the physical
properties, it is very important that the labo-
ratory recommendations be explicitly fol-
lowed in mixing the components of the root
zone mix. Upon confirmation that the root
zone mix has met the specifications, it is
transported to the construction site and
dumped around the perimeter onto the
coarse sand zone. A small, crawler tracked
tractor with blade then pushes the mix over
the area being careful to avoid crushing the
drain lines. Be sure the unit is operated with
its weight on the root zone mix. This reduces
the chance of disturbing the lower construc-
tion profile.

Caution: Use of wheeled tractors causes rut-
ting and they are more likely to crush the
drain lines than are tracked vehicles. Grade
stakes placed in a grid pattern at 3 to 4.5m
(10 to 15ft) intervals will aid in constructing
the final contours to the specified root zone

T~ 10-15mm
; sand dressing

oy §0mm sand/mesh

membrane |\ "\

1S

+——— 150mm sand

«— 50mm course sand

«——— 100mm washed

,,,;é gravel
drainage pipe
Diag indicates typical T USGA green i porating mesh el ts in sand rootzone.
Note b to p! id y igration of lays from sur ding soil structure

depth. Success has been achieved by carefully
selecting the components of the root zone mix
and by careful adherence to the construction
guidelines.

Texas-USGA Root Zone Mix
Specifications

One of the greatest problems encountered in
maintaining turfgrasses is soil compaction.
This pressing together of the soil particles into
a more dense mass results in impaired
drainage of excess water and a loss of proper
aeration needed to provide oxygen for
healthy root growth. As a consequence, there
is a general decline in turfgrass health, vigor,
and recuperative ability following turf injury
from wear stresses.

Soil compaction and the resultant negative
effects can be minimised by selection of a
high-sand root zone of the proper particle size
distribution and associated key physical and
chemical characteristics. The result is mini-
mum proneness to compaction, adequate
drainage of excess gravitational water, and
proper aeration to provide needed oxygen for
root growth and related soil biological activ-
ity.

However, such high-sand root zones are
very droughty due to poor water retention
capacity unless a perched hydration zone,
such as achieved through the Texas-USGA
Method, is utilised in the construction specifi-
cations. In addition, high-sand root zones
tend to have a low cation exchange capacity,
thus, the leaching of essential plant nutrients
is a greater concern, particularly during the
initial years following construction. This
potential problem can be minimised through
the use of slow release nutrient carriers
and/or the timely use of foliar feeding tech-
niques.

Composition of the 300mm (12in) settled
depth of root zone mix should be selected
based on specific physical tests conducted in a
reputable physical soil test laboratory. The
test report specifies the particular materials
and the percentages in which they are to be
mixed. The desired characteristics for a

Texas-USGA Method root zone mix are given
in the following paragraphs.

Component Descriptions of Root
Zone Mix

It is important that the three components
selected for the root zone mix be free of toxic
levels of materials such as heavy metals, per-
sistent crop herbicides, and industrial organic
chemicals. Minimal amounts of soluble salts,
boron (B), and sodium (Na) are preferred.

Sand Component

Angular, hard, washed, screened silica sand is
strongly suggested. Avoid high pH calcarious
sands. The preferred sand component particle
size is: 100 percent below 1mm (18 mesh),
65 percent below 0.5mm (35 mesh), 25 per-
cent below 0.25mm (60 mesh), and 5 percent
below 0.05mm (270 mesh). Note: the mesh
sieve size refers to the US standard of the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

Organic Matter Component

It is suggested that the organic matter source
selected be well decomposed and have no
more than 15 percent ash or mineral content,
preferably less than 10 percent mineral con-
tent. Examples include peat humus and reed-
sedge peat. The organic material should be
shredded to ensure mixing uniformity, but
not to the degree that the material is pulver-
ized thereby causing reduced soil water infil-
tration.

Soil Component

A sand, loamy sand, or sandy loam topsoil is
suggested. The soil should be shredded to
ensure mixing uniformity and should be
screened to remove stone and other debris.

Composite Root Zone Mix Particle
Size Distribution

It is suggested that the root zone mix contain

less than 25 percent particles smaller than

0.25mm (60mesh), and contain less than 5

percent silt and 3 percent clay. The suggested
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specifications for the particle size distribution
of the root zone mix are shown in Table 1.

Composite Rootzone Mix Physical
and Chemical Properties Criteria
The physical or chemical properties preferred
for the composite root zone mix are sum-

marised in Table 2.

Mix Water Infiltration Rate

The preferred water infiltration rate for a
laboratory compacted root zone mix is in the
range of 150 to 300mm per hour (6 to
12in/hr). The rate in the laboratory tests
should not exceed 600mm per hour (24
in/hr). The upper limit in the water infiltra-
tion rate is designed high enough to account
for the normal on-site reduction in infiltra-
tion rate that occurs during the first 3 to 4
years due to increases in roots and organic
material.

Mix Aeration Porosity

An acceptable total pore space volume is
between 40 and 55 percent. The preferred
distribution would be 22 percent capillary
and 25 percent noncapillary pore space.
Noncapillary pore space should be not less
than 15 percent. The measurements are
made on a root zone mix that has been
allowed to percolate water for 8 hours and
then is drained at a tension of 400mm of
water.

Mix Water Retention Capacity

An acceptable laboratory-established
400mm water retention capacity would be
between 12 and 25 percent by weight on a
105 to 1ll°C-oven dry soil basis. The available
water in the soil is estimated to be that held
at a tension of 400mm of water, which is the
approximate distance from the surface to the
drain line. The preferred water retention
capacity is 18 percent, or 1.5mm of water
held per 10mm of soil.

Mix Bulk Density

The preferred root zone mix should have a
bulk density of 1.4 grams per cc; with a mini-
mum acceptable bulk density of 1.2 and a
maximum of 1.6 grams per cc.

pH
The acceptable pH range is 5.5 to 8.0, and the
preferred pH range is 6.0 to 6.5.

Soil Salinity/Electrical Conductivity

The acceptable range is less than 4 millimhos
per cm, with the preferred range being
between 0 and 1.

Soil Sodium Level

The acceptable range is an exchangeable
sodium percentage (ESP) of less than 15,
with the preferred being a minimal sodium
level.
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Above: Electromicrograph of mature rootzone with mesh elements showing clay platelets on soil particles
but not bridging between, allowing soil pore structure to remain open.

Below: Electromicrograph of mature rootzone without mesh elements, showing clay platelets covering soil
particles and bridging pore structure. This inhibits water infiltration.

Root Zone Mix Analysis

The starting point in selection of a root zone
mix involves obtaining detailed physical and
chemical descriptions of the components
being considered for a root zone mix and how
they respond when mixed in various combina-

tions. One or more representative samples of

each sand, organic matter, and sandy soil
component under consideration for use should
be submitted to a reputable laboratory.

The primary laboratory physical determina-
tions made are the particle size distribution,
bulk density, and mineral composition. The
next laboratory step is to combine various pro-
portions of the sand, organic matter, and
sandy soil, based on physical determinations.
These trial mixes are compacted and then
evaluated for water infiltration rate, moisture

retention, bulk density, and pore space. Mixes
are made and tested until one is found that
conforms to the standards. Recommendations
as to the relative volume of each component
to be used are then given.

The crushed stone or gravel for the drainage
layer and the coarse intermediate sand also
should be tested for particle size diameter to
assure that the root zone mix does not wash
down and block the drains.

In addition to recommendations concerning
the appropriate sand, organic matter, and soil
materials and their mix proportions, a descrip-
tion of the chemical properties of each mate-
rial is needed. Included are the pH, total salts,
and levels of phosphorus (P) and potassium
(K). A sodium (Na) analysis is occasionally
needed.



Submitting Soil Materials for Testing

A laboratory physical analysis requires a min-
imum of 8 litres of sand, and 4 litres each of
organic matter, soil, intermediate coarse
sand and crushed stone or gravel. If there is a
choice of sands, organic materials, and sandy
soil, send samples of each along with a note
indicating a preference based on cost, acces-
sibility, and quantity available. The labora-
tory will attempt to use the preferred, most
cost effective materials in the recommended
root zone mix.

Representative samples of the materials
must be collected. If the materials are
stocked, make sure to composite several sam-
ples dug from within the side or top of the
stockpile. Materials near the edge or on a
sloping surface may not be representative.
Make sure that a prospective vendor will
have sufficient stocks of uniform materials
over a long period so that if there is a delay
of a few months, the materials available at
the time of construction will be the same as
the original samples tested. All samples
should be packaged separately and securely.
Strong plastic bags inside cardboard cartons
or metal cans are most satisfactory. Use plas-
tic labels inside the package and also to mark
the outside of the package.

Construction Plan

Proper construction usually involves an
extensive subsurface drainage system, spe-
cialised root zone modification, and subtle
surface drainage contours. It is a critical
aspect, since improper construction due to
cost cutting results in higher long-term main-
tenance costs, problems in maintaining a
quality playing surface, frequent loss of turf,
and costly reconstruction. The steps in con-
struction are:

1. Survey and stake
2. Construct subgrade
3. Install a subsurface drainage system
4. Modify root zone:
(a) Construct drainage layer
(b) Construct coarse sand zone
(c) Mix and install specified root zone
5. Install irrigation system
6. Finish surface contours
7. Plant
(a) Soil pH adjustment, if needed
(b) Fertilisation based on soil tests
(c) Plant
(d) Post-plant care

Throughout the world tens of thousands of
greens have been constructed this way dur-
ing the past 30 years as it has many advan-
tages.

High-Sand Root Zone Advantages
While there have been a number of high-
sand content root zone specifications pro-
posed, many being modifications of the

Table 1: Suggested guidelines for particle size distribution of the Texas-USGA root zone mix
Gravel Very Coarse Coarse Sand Medium Sand Fine Sand Very Fine Sand Silt and Clay
>2mm 1-2mm 1.0-0.5 mm 0.50-0.25 mm 0.25-0.10 mm 0.10-0.05 mm <0.05 mm
Maximum Maximum Minimum Maximum Maximum
3% 7% 50% 17% 3% clay
Ideal 5% silt
0%
Maximum Desired range Maximum
Not more than 10% of 65% Minimum Not more than 25% of total,
total 75% Optimum preferably 10% of total
Table 2: Suggested physical and chemical guideli for the posite root zone mix
Physical or chemical property Units Acceptable range Preferred
Infiltration rate of compacted mix mm per hour (in/hr.) 150-600 (6-24) 150-300 (6-12)
Aeration porosity: % by volume
Total pore space 40-55 47
Noncapillary pore space 15-30 25
Capillary pore space 15-256 2
Water retention capacity % by weight (mm H ,0/10 mm of soil) 12-25 (1-2) 18(1.5)
Bulk density gram/cc 1216 14
Soil reaction pH 5580
6.0-6.5
Soil salinity (electrical conductivity) EC x 10? (millimhos/cm) <4 i 01
Soll sodium ESP <15 —

Texas-USGA Method, they tend to be defi-
cient in sound science with inadequate fun-
damental research to support the concept.
Many proposed root zone mixes are only
slight modifications of the Texas-USGA
Method, but they result in significant
changes from a practical soil physical perfor-
mance standpoint. Among all these proposed
root zone mixes, none have proven nearly as
suceessful and reliable under a diverse range
of climatic and soil conditions throughout
the world as the Texas-USGA Method. The
advantages of a high-sand root zone of the
proper particle size distribution include:
1.Resistance to compaction problems.
2.Favourable soil water infiltration and per-
colation rates.

3.Increased effective precipitation due to
reduced surface runoff.

4.Enhanced aeration that provides adequate
oxygen for root growth.

The primary problem now developing is
not the underground limitations of poor
drainage and lack of aeration characteristic
of the finer textured root zones, but rather
the divoting and turfgrass wear of above
ground shoots. Under an ever increasing
intensity of traffic stress, this latter problem
eventually leads to turf thinning and bare
areas. The use of improved turfgrass cultivars
with (a) more rapid shoot growth rates, (b) a
greater green biomass, (c) higher proportion
of sclerified tissue in shoots, (d) better recu-
perative potential, and (e) disease resistance
has partially solved this problem.

The next step is to incorporate an effective
method of stabilizing the high-sand root
zones, while retaining a favorable environ-
ment for turfgrass root growth. That's why
Samuel Sifers and I have been assessing the
use of randomely orientated, interlocking
mesh elements

The Mesh-Element Inclusion Concept

Since this system has proven very effective in
improving the stability of soils for engineer-
ing applications, feasibility investigations
were initiated concerning the use of ran-

domly oriented, interlocking mesh elements,
such as those made by British firm Netlon.

The polypropylene mesh elements consist
of discrete 50 by 100mm (2 x 4in) rectangu-
lar elements, with open ribs extending from
the perimeter. The square aperture between
the individual ribs of the mesh element is 10
by 10mm (0.4 x 0.4in) or 100mm? (0.16 in?).
The open ribs extending from the perimeter
of each mesh element facilitate an interlock-
ing structure of multiple elements in a ran-
domly oriented matrix. The result is a unique
three dimensional matrix of a relatively
fixed, but microflexible nature, which
ensures that the mesh elements remain in a
stable position within the root zone. The turf-
grass roots intertwine the mesh element ribs
to secure a strong turf anchorage effect. The
rectangular shape and specific size of the
mesh elements selected for these investiga-
tions are based on extensive studies compar-
ing a range of alternative shapes and sizes in
terms of the most effective configuration for
overall soil stabilization.

Five key studies have been conducted since
1985 at College Station, Texas, including two
long-term field investigations. The findings
revealed these benefits:

@®enhanced soil stabilisation especially in
sandy soils and on steep slopes;

@ improved load-bearing capacity;

@ better resistance to surface rutting and
deformation;

@ reduced divot size;

@ enhanced divot opening turf recovery;

@ reduced lateral cleat turf tear;

®enhanced turfgrass rootzone - improved
water filtration rate, soil water percolation
rate, soil moisture retention and overall turf-
grass health.

There was also less compaction and a
reduced potential for black layer problems,
especially on fine textured high-sand root
zones.

These qualities mean that mesh elements
are suitable for use not just on greens but
also tees, buggy paths and for bunker and
grassy mound banks.
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Around the Green

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

The first real frost of the season did not help
head greenkeeper Graeme Downie and his staff
prepare Braehead GC for our final golf tourna-
ment of the season. But the sun did eventually
break through and the course was in first-class
order by the time the 50 section members and
guests teed off.

The sun didn’t last too long, however, and we
ended up with a day of blustery showers. Never-
theless, everyone appeared to enjoy themselves,
especially the winners:

Best nett agr spring and autumn - J Ellis,
Glenbervie, 148; best scratch — W Whitfield,
Stirling, 71; best nett — R Hadley, Pitreavie, 69;
class 1 - 1, M Laing, Aberdour, 69; 2, N Morri-
son, Leven, 75; class 2 — 1, J Gray, Haggs Castle,
71; 2, F McNeill, Braehead, 71; Patron’s Prize —
K Brunton, Souters, 75; Guest’s prize — A Morri-
son, Leven, 72; Braehead Presentation Glass —
W Whitfield, Stirling, 71.

Our sincere thanks go to Braehead GC for
extending us the courtesy of their club and for
the presentation of a beautifully engraved
whisky glass, to club captain Val Buchan and
secretary Paul MacMichael for joining us on the
day, and a special thanks to Val for presenting
the prizes in the evening. The hospitality in the
clubhouse was excellent, thanks to Dave and
Janette who were kept going all day providing
first class fayre and drink.

Graeme Downie and his staff deserve a special
thanks for all the hard work they put in on the
morning of the tournament getting the course
ready, despite the frost. Well done lads!

The quiz night which followed the golf tour-
nament was quite successful with everyone join-
ing in the ‘spirit’ of things, which made some of
the answers rather interesting. It is intended to
hold a further quiz night during the winter
months, when wives and partners will be most
welcome.

The next major event will be the BTME at
Harrogate next month, which more and more
members of the section are making an event not
to be missed, and where they can renew old
friendships and make many new ones. As usual
the Scottish Region is running a coach for this
event, so if you wish to go and have not booked
your place yet, get in touch with Elliott right
away as there may still be a few places left.

A date for your ‘95 diaries is Thursday April
13 when the Spring Tournament/Hayter Chal-
lenge qualifying round will be held courtesy of
Aberdour GC.

As we near the end of another year I would
like to thank everyone who has supported the
section in ‘94, with special thanks to all our
friends in the trade for their assistance in organ-
ising lectures/demonstrations etc on our behalf
and for their continued support of
our golf tournaments.

Here’s wishing everyone every suc-
cess in ‘95.
JOHN CRAWFORD
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EVENTS DIARY
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January 23-24, 1995: National Education Conference,
Harrogate

January 25-27: BTME '95, Harrogate
International Centre

SURREY

Unfortunately our Autumn meeting, due to be
held at Burhill GC, had to be cancelled through
lack of support.

Ian Kerry has very kindly supplied our section
with a coach for members wishing to attend the
BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition. Members
who are interested should contact Derek Walder
on 0737 246088 as soon as possible.

Congratulations go to Euan Grant of Effing-
ham GC upon winning the Toro/PGA European
Tour Student Greenkeeper of the Year award,
representing Plumpton Agricultural College.

A second winter lecture has now been
arranged for February 13. The lecture, to be
given by Watermation, will be held at Walton
Heath Artisans Club.

A reminder to members wishing to receive an
entry form for the annual Gentleman’s Dinner —
please return application slips as soon as possible
to avoid disappointment.

On behalf of the Surrey committee, I wish you
all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
DAVID GIBBS

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Our first meeting of the winter season was held
at the excellent venue of Dainton Park GC by
kind permission of the owner, David Wood.

The day started with our golfing members
playing a stableford competition over the
superbly presented course for the DO Hunt Tro-
phy. Non-golfing members were treated to their
customary course walk, guided by host green-
keeper Buster Lewer.

After an excellent lunch Don Hunt of Roffeys
presented the prizes he had donated for the
morning DO Hunt Trophy to: 1, Steve Milne
(Exeter) 40pts; 2, Tony Gooch (Torrington)
33pts; 3, John Parr (Exeter) 31pts.

Our congratulations to Buster Lewer and his
lads for having the course in excellent condition.

Our afternoon educational talk on ‘Anthrac-
nose and Take-All Patch’ was presented by Neil
Baldwin of Service Chemicals. Neil's talk was
most informative and has set a very high stan-
dard for our forthcoming meetings to follow.
Our sincere thanks to Neil for making the long
journey to Devon and for his superb talk.

The raffle rounded off a most successful day,
with thanks to all the trade who donated prizes
to the raffle table. Our thanks to Don Hunt and
Roffeys for donating the morning’s prizes and to
Mr Wood and all Dainton Parks staff for making
our day such a success.

There are still a few places left on the region’s
1995 trip to Harrogate and BTME but you need

to hurry as places are going fast. To recap, the
Westurf-sponsored trip includes return coach
travel from your nearest pickup point, three
nights b&b and entry to all seminar sessions for
only £99 per member. Wives are welcome at
only £75 excluding the seminar sessions. For
more details please contact Gordon Child on
0803 844056.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a pros-
perous New Year and I will hepefully see you all
at Fingle Glen on Wednesday January 11.
RICHARD WHYMAN

BERKS, BUCKS AND OXON

Our Autumn Tournament at Temple GC once
again proved popular. Unfortunately I could not
make it on the day but judging by feedback the
course was in excellent condition as usual.
Thanks to all staff for preparing it and to the
catering staff for the excellent food.

First overall were S Lamb and S Cook (Don-
nington Valley) with 87pts on countback from T
Chester and M Fuller (Wimer HIIl). Best am
score came from C Mitchel and K Moddy (Maid-
enhead); best pm was P Clark and C Davis
(Hillingdon). Longest drive — J Elton. Nearest the
pin — N Edwards.

The final of the Rigby Taylor fourball was held
at Mill Ride GC. Thanks to Gordon Irvine for
hosting the event. Result: D Goodchild and I
Rose (Ellesborough) beat R Wooten and B Payne
(Burnham). Thanks to Roger from Rigby Taylor
for organising the event and providing all prizes.

A football match between Bucks and Berks
ended with Berks making berks of Bucks, win-
ning 3-2. Thanks to Kimble cricket and football
club for allowing a bunch of greenkeepers to
hack up their pitch. Apparently the losing team
has to return with Verti-drain and topdresser to
return the pitch to some sort of normality.

Hopefully this match is just the start of a series
between the three counties so anybody willing to
represent Oxfordshire please contact me on
0491578147 (European rules do not apply — all
nationalities welcome).

That's all folks, except to wish everybody a
Merry Christmas and a Happy (hic!) New Year.
LINDSAY ANDERSON

AYRSHIRE

Results from the Autumn Outing: Texas Scram-
ble - 1, Kevin Brunton, Brian Inglis, Dale
Norquay, David Wilson, 61-4.4= 56.6; 2, George
Brown, Martin Lothian, Jimmy Johnstone,
William McMeikan, 63-4.4= 58.6; Stewarts Tro-
phy — New member, David Nelson 96-24=72;
Visitor, Gordon Moir 83-6=77; trade, Brian
Inglis 75-1=74; Rigby Taylor Trophy (class III) —
1, Jason Buxton 90-20=70; 2, Jim Paton 102-
19=83; 3, Jimmy Johnstone 101-16=85; Scot-
tish Grass Trophy (class II) — 1, Jim Devlin
86-11=75; 2, Derek Wilson 87-9=78; 3, Duncan
Gray 89-10=79; Richard Aitken Trophy (class i)
-1, George Brown 77-5=72; 2, Harry Diamond
83-5=78; 3, William McMeikan 85-7=78;
Scratch — Brian Finlayson 76.



Machinery for Sale
SURPLUS STOCK

Telephone 0442 874552/874643
(Hertfordshire) for details

AFT Whizz Wheel — ¢/w Elevator Shutes, Pipe Carrier, etc.
AFT Backfilling Hopper
Line Laser — compatible with Whizz Wheel

ALL IN VERY GOOD CONDITION...........cccoccue... £10,000
Bredal Sand Spreader — Hi Flo Tyres, VGC............... £5,000
MT Gravel Trailer — Grass Tyres, VGC...........c...ccc.... £4,500
Verti-Drain — 2 metre, good condition ..........ccccceuvunen. £4,000

Richards 7" Stone Burier — ¢/w Screens and Rollers,
(7053 Moo 11100 (o) 1y Saeta b o SOt et S £2,500

Iseki 30HP Tractor, Trelleborg Tyres — Lely Loader..£1,000
Ransomes Bunker Rake — Petrol — good condition ....£1,000

BLEC 7’ Turfmaker Seeder, VGC...cceusireevesstsssssanssess £2,500
BLEC 6’ York Rake, good condition............ccccevveuiiuenens £800
BLEE'8' Rotary. Stone Rake, VGE i icioiraiasessnsnia £2,500
BLEC 7’ Multi Scraper, good condition..........c.c....... £1,000
Kirpy Stone Picker, good condition..........ccccecviuevnnnae £5,000

All prices plus VAT

Intermational

This space could
be working for
you from only
£75 per month.

Call Carol or
Louise on
0347 838581

Turf-Care Supplies:
Fertilisers
Soil Conditioners
Wetting Agents

Pesticides
Grass Seeds
Turf
Line Marking Materials
Sports Equipment
Top Dressings
Soils & Sands
Composts
Bark
Tools

Engineering Services:
New Machinery
Reconditioned Machinery
Service
Repairs
Overhauls
Spare Parts
On Site Servicing and Repairs

Hire and Contract Services:
Specialist plant hire
Verti-draining
Aerating
Top Dressing
Over-Seeding
Hydro-Seeding
Grass Cutting
Spraying

For all your Turf-Care needs
PARKER HART

T. Parker & Sons (Turf Management) Limited,

Maiden Green Farm, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NF

Tel: 081-337 7791 Fax: 081-330 7392

A happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all our members, readers and advertisers




SOUTH WEST

Two more team wins over recent months have
meant that the section has made a clean sweep
in all team matches this season, something
which is not normally achieved. Congratulations
to team captain Dave Neale on his successes and
team organisation for each event.

The first of the latest successes came at St
Pierre against the South Wales section. Played in
excellent weather on a picturesque course, vic-
tory was gained by a margin of six matches to
two with some good golf being played by many
to achieve this. It was pleasing to note that the
after-match attendance was well supported for
the presentation, so rounding off a very enjoy-
able day. Thanks to Peter Lacey for his organisa-
tion, to St Pierre for courtesy of the course, and
to the Welsh lads for their hospitality. Future
events against the Welsh section will be organ-
ised on an alternate basis with a venue not too
far over the bridge being chosen in England for
next year.

Our annual match against the South Coast, at
Marlborough GC, was played in rather blustery
cool conditions. The winning margin was some-
what closer at three matches to two. An enjoy-
bale day included a first-class meal provided by
the stewardess. Thanks to Dan Dobie and his
staff for producing a course in fine condition, to
Marlborough for course courtesy, and Bob Cully
and his team for their participation. Next year’s
venue has been the choice of the South Coast
and will be Lee on Solent GC.

The education continues throughout the win-
ter with BTME in January and a lecture and
round of golf to be arranged as a section event in
the early months of the New Year. PA1, PA2,
first aid and chainsaw instruction courses are all
ongoing too. Interested? Then phone me on
0272 793127 for further details.

To round off it just remains for me to wish you
a Happy Christmas and thank everyone who has
supported the section in 1994 to make the year a
success.

KEVIN GREEN

SOUTH WALES

The weather was splendid and St Pierre was in
good condition for the annual match, South
Wales versus the South West section. Despite a
few hiccups, the day went well and was thor-
oughly enjoyed by all, but especially Kevin Green
and his team from the South West, who cleaned
up!

Not only did they manage to win back the tro-
phy by winning six of the eight matches but with
thanks to Paul Ferragut and Nigel Pring they
won the longest drive and nearest the pin com-
petitions as well.

My thanks to all who took part but especially
David Gladwin/Adrian Panks and Windsor
Marks/Julian B Jones who were our only win-
ning pairs.

Our sincere thanks to all at the St Pierre Golf
and Country Club for allowing us the use of the
course, for their hospitality and for feeding us so
very well, to Avoncrop and Rod Feltham for their
support and sponsorship, and to the South West
team for making this annual fixture so competi-
tive and enjoyable.

The region’s annual workshop at Cannington
College was on Health and Safety at Work, with
Jon Allbutt and Richard Newman. The atten-
dance could have been much better than it was
for this important topic, but nevertheless it was
an enjoyable and very informative lecture. We
thank both Richard and Jon for their efforts in
this ever decreasing minefield of information.
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The South Wales section’s winter evening lec-
ture programme is well under way at Pencoed
College, Bridgend. Unfortunately I was unable to
attend the first lecture — Dr W Rees’ paper on soil
science: “To help or hinder?” — but I understand
a very informative and amusing evening was had
by all. I was also glad to note the attendance was
good, hopefully though this can still improve.

It was good to see so many locals supporting
Celtic Mowers’ annual open day at Margam Park,
despite the weather. Both Kim and Sue were
very happy with the steady stream of people that
showed interest throughout the day, despite the
mad rush come lunchtime (some things never
change). Celtic Mowers have broadened their
horizons so to speak and now stock a large range
of chemicals, fertilisers, grass seeds as well as
their ever increasing machinery range, so if you
haven't visited them for some time they’re worth
it.

Have you booked your seat on the coach to
Harrogate yet? The region is again offering an
unbelievable opportunity for you to attend the
BTME at Harrogate for £99. You will all have
received an application form for this offer, take
advantage of it! Contact Gordon or Marion Child
today and reserve your space.

Congratulations to Steve Price, formerly of St
Mellons GC, Cardiff. Steve, who spent eight
years there, took up his new appointment as
course manager of Keith Morgan's Kings &
Queens courses at Usk on November 14. We
wish him well and look forward to him hosting
one of our competitions in the near
future.

If you have any queries or would
like more information, call me on
0792 233923 or 0850 716403.
PETER LACEY

CLEVELAND

Harry Lees has resigned from the committee of
the Cleveland section. Harry is a founder mem-
ber and has been a hardworking and active
member. He has also been our chairman for
three years. He remains, however, a member of
the section.

George Malcolm, another founder member, is
to end his long stand on the Board of Manage-
ment. He has been the national chairman of both
BIGGA and the old BGGA and has served for 15
years on the national committee. He is a very
active and energetic figure and is a valued mem-
ber of the Cleveland section and committee. Well
done, George.

Dinsdale Spa’s pond at the 14th has been
greatly deepened by Tony Mears and his staff,
and Chris Powley has been made up to first assis-
tant.

There will be a meeting on training, with the
GTC’s David Golding, and BIGGA’s education
officer Ken Richardson on February 16 at Dar-
lington GC. On March 16 there will be a lecture
on organic feeds at this club.

Once again Bowes and Raine of Darlington are
sponsoring a coach to the BTME in Harrogate in
January. See you all there!

Results from the Autumn Tournament at Mid-
dlesborough Municipal GC: 1, A Sussell, J Sea-
man 41pts; 2, B Walker, J Beresford 40pts; 3, M
Callahan, A Goodchild 40pts; longest drive — Bob
Lawton; nearest the pin — Alan Goodchild.

Event sponsor Alan Goodchild was presented
with BIGGA inscribed glassware in appreciation
of his support to the the section.

Thanks to Ian Holloran and staff for excellent
course presentation, to Norman Sheddon of
Aitkens for marking the score cards and to the
following for their support: Zeneca,
Rhéne-Poulenc, Ryton Sand Co,

Aitkens, Middlesbrough MGC,
Billingham GC and Alan Goodchild.
BRUCE BURNELL

LONDON

The final of the summer knockout, played at
Highgate GC, was between Richard
Andrews/Russell Ling and Dick Dunne/me. The
opposition were playing on home territory and
the standard of golf was very good. We managed
to take the match to the 20th hole but the pres-
sure was too much for us with Richard and Rus-
sell jumping in to win the game. I might add that
Richard played excellent golf and his score for
the 18 holes was a gross 69 which was 9 under
his handicap. I would like to thank Gem Profes-
sional for sponsoring the event and providing the
prizes.

The regional seminar attracted a good atten-

dance from our section, but it was very disap-
pointing from the other sections around the area.
I would like to thank our speakers and congratu-
late them all on their presentations. I would also
like to thank Oaklands College for their hospital-
ity and the excellent facilities that were on offer.
The day could only be successful with the sup-
port from the trade and we thank you for your
help and contributions that kept the cost to a
minimum for all the delegates that attended.
We will be running a number of
winter workshops and details will
be sent out. Please remember to
keep me informed — you can phone
me in the evenings on 081 9595629.
TONY DUNSTAN

NORTH WEST

In October I had the privilege of playing in the
Kubota Challenge at The Belfry, as one of the
BIGGA team. The Challenge comprises four
teams — BIGGA, Golf Club Secretaries, Golf Foun-
dation and the English Golf Union. The competi-
tion, played over two days, has been going 14
years with the greenkeepers winning 11 times.
But this year, I'm afraid, we could only manage
second place with the Golf Foundation scoring
their first win since the inception of the competi-
tion.

The golf was played very competitively but in
the friendliest of spirits, making the game most
enjoyable. The course was in great condition
thanks to Derek Ganning and his staff and, I
must admit, not as frightening as I expected, but
with some fantastic holes. I would like to thank
Kubota for a most enjoyable two days, with nev-
erending meals, a very welcome watering hole
on the 10th tee, for showering us with gifts but
most of all for giving us the opportunity to play
this magnificent course and to meet the other
people involved in the golf business.

Now onto North West business. I think I
should try to arrange some lectures for the sec-
tion on map-reading. The reason is that only 13
greenkeepers turned up for our AGM at West
Derby GC and seven of these are on the commit-



tee. I can only assume that the other 300 or so
members got lost on the way as I received no
phone calls offering apologies for not being able
to attend. Seriously though, members are not
obliged to attend the AGM but it is important
that members take some interest in the running
of the section, and the way to show it is to
attend the AGM. The committee decided to serve
on for a further year and were voted on en-bloc.
The N/W section committee, therefore, is: Chair-
man - P Pearse; Secretary — B Cross; Treasurer —
B Moss; Vice-chairman — C Sheehan; Committee
— H McAddey; W Merritt; S Oultram.

Prior to the AGM, Clive Hegginbotham of
Zeneca gave us an interesting talk on problems
caused by rodents on golf courses, and the way
to eliminate them. Rats especially are the cause
of damage to many buildings by chewing
through electrical cables, causing fires and costly
rewiring work. They also carry diseases which
are harmful to humans. Blindness and death are
possible. Perhaps we should spend as much time
looking for traces of rats as we do for leather
jackets and fusarium. Certainly food for thought.
I would like to thank Clive for giving us his time
and apologise for the poor response to his most
informative talk.

No winter lectures have yet been arranged,
but in March we will have a seminar at Tyther-
ington GCC. Dates and times will be
included in the 1995 fixture list. Lit-
tle else to say other than to wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and pros-
perous New Year.

BERT CROSS

NORTHERN

The Autumn Tournament took place at our
chairman’s course, Aldwoodley GC. This event
was sponsored by our friends FG Adamson’s.
Many thanks to them for their support. I must
also thank our chairman, Phillip Taylor, and his
staff for preparing the course for us. I was
informed that the course was in superb condition
and was enjoyed by all who took part. Unfortu-
nately I cannot give you any results as my fellow
committee man, Dennis Cockburn, has gone on
holiday and did not leave the results. I can only
say thank you to all the other sponsors on the
day and I hope to see you all at the Christmas
golf and AGM.

I welcome to the section new member Paul
Sleight, the new head greenkeeper at South
Cliffe GC, Scarborough. Any information you
require, please phone 0274 568128.
May I take this opportunity to wish
all our members a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy, Prosperous
New Year.

PAT MURPHY

NORTH SCOTLAND

The final new member of the year to welcome is
Barrie Edmond from Aberdeen, a student at Elm-
wood College in Cupar. The total section mem-
bership is 207 but we have lost quite a few from
last year even allowing for natural wastage. We
must try to hold onto everyone next year and
increase with more new members.

We have just been through ‘Demonstration
Season’ with some really good days out courtesy
of our friends in the trade. I must mention
Huntlys’ head greenkeeper, Derek Green, win-
ning the golf part of the Morayshire Tractors day
at Skibo. He also won:the Inverurie Open earlier
in the year. Not bad for a guy who reckons he
must be the shortest hitting five-handicapper in
golf. All I can say is he must be a heck of a good
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putter! Seriously though, these days are a great
idea, giving us greenkeepers a chance to see all
the new products in action and meet up with fel-
low members. By the time this article is being
read many of us will have seen the new electric
mower from Ransomes with no engine and no
hydraulics. What next, we ask?

Skibo’s Alick Mackay is on the move to
become head man at Macrihanish down on the
Mull of Kintyre. We wish him well. His place will
be taken by Andrew Mackay from Royal
Dornoch, whose father is the current deputy at
Skibo.

Next stop BTME at Harrogate. Section mem-
bers will note that I have been persuaded to
speak at one of the seminar sessions. What other
excuse do you need to come along, if only to
heckle? Seriously though, I hope to see as many
of you as possible at Harrogate for what I'm sure
will be a great week.

Finally, I would like to wish all members and
friends everywhere a Happy Christ-
mas and prosperous New Year. Let’s
hope 1995 is another great year for
BIGGA and everyone involved with
the Association.

IAIN MACLEOD

EAST OF ENGLAND

My apologies to you all for the lack of reports
this year. Our secretary, Michael Finney, was
getting married and also changing jobs to Rigby
Taylor. Early November I took the job on tem-
porarily until elections at the AGM. I would like
to thank Michael for his work this year and good
luck in his new job.

That brings me on to the AGM which takes
place at Toft GC, near Bourne on December 7.
You should have received your minutes by now
and I look forward to a good turnout this year.

Quite a lot to report on the competition side.
Events were attended fairly well considering
some late notifications. The Peterborough Gar-
den Machinery Trophy at Burghley was won by
M Finney (Elton Furze). The Purdey Trophy at
Stoke Rochford and Rigby Taylor Trophy at
Woodhall Spa were won by C Macdonald
(Newark). The Lambs Lawnmowers Trophy at
Belton Woods was won by S Cogan (Belton
Woods).

The East of England against Secretary’s Associ-
ation match ended in a 7-1 defeat for us due to a
weakened side of 11 greenkeepers to 16 secre-
taries because of late notification. All who took
part in the competition enjoyed themselves. The
one win came from myself.

Section members Fred Cobb (Newark) and
myself (Eyebury) qualified for the Midland team
playing at Pannal in the Hayter Final. The team
finished a respectable second and I came second
in category 1 and missed the gross prize by one
shot. The Midland team have done well over the
last few years, winning it once and coming sec-
ond twice.

My thanks go to all the clubs and staff
involved in the above tournaments for allowing
us courtesy for the season’s competitons and

thanks to all the sponsors, especially for our last
event at Belton Woods where there were some
superb prizes thanks to Lambs Lawnmowers, De-
Vere Hotel Group, Chandlers, Aitkens and Rigby
Taylor.

The only new member to welcome to our sec-
tion is Ian Ross from Scotland who has joined
Newark GC.

For our winter lecture programme we are hop-
ing to organise a trip to John Deere and hold a
seminar at Kenwick Park with guest speaker
John Hacker. More details soon

And, finally, if you have any information of
interest to other members please contact me on
0733 260297 or write to me at 9 Loder Avenue,
South Bretton, Peterborough PE3 9AB
GRAEME MACDONALD

MID ANGLIA

The Lodgeway fourball final was played over 30
holes, once again at Brocket Hall GC. A perfect
autumnal day ensued, much to the relief of the
finalists, contrasting with last year's downpour.
It was a pleasure to witess the majestic splen-
dour of Brocket Hall once again, and the closely
contested match which went to the wire. With
the match all square after 18 holes, the after-
noon play saw Ronan McKeown of Arkley GC
and Ken Bunting of Ashridge GC overcome the
two Marks, Whittle and Ellis of Mentmore GC by
a margin of 3-1.

Thanks go to Brocket Hall for courtesy of the
course and to John Wells and his team for a
course in superb nick. Also, we must thank Chas
Ayres and Lodgeway for laying on a superb day
and for their continued support of an excellent
competition. We look forward to next year’s
event, eagerly. It also looks hopeful that we can
secure Brocket Hall for our Autumn Tournament
in 1996, so everyone can have a chance to play
this superb course.

Our Autumn tournament this year was played
over the 18-hole Rosebury Course at Mentmore
GC. Our thanks go to David Murphy and his
company, Driving Force Leisure, for sponsoring
the day and providing the prizes. Thanks to
other members of the trade who supported us on
the day and donated prizes for the raffle. The
course itself held no fear for most of the 30 play-
ers, as high stableford points were scored. Four
players managed 37 points and, after a count-
back, this was the final outcome: 1, Gavin
Simkins (Mount Pleasant GC); 2, Mark Whittle
(Mentmore GC); 3, Robert Pearce (Welwyn Gar-
den City GC). Chas Ayers also had 37 points.

Thanks to Phil Quarmby and his team for pro-
viding us with excellent greens and course, and
although the weather was murky the whole day
this did not detract too much from enjoying the
setting and golf course. We appreciate the hospi-
tality shown to us by Mentmore and thank the
catering staff for the excellent meal.

The AGM followed the prizegiving which 1
presided over, being my last duty as chairman of
the section. A healthy balance sheet was submit-
ted by John Wells, our treasurer, and the secre-
tary, Gerald Bruce, reported that membership
was still rising both at section and national lev-
els. The current figure for the Mid Anglia section
is 222 members and 5,548 nationally. I'm sure
that you all must know of other greenkeepers
who are not members of BIGGA, so I would sug-
gest you encourage them to join. The more
members we have, the stronger the Association
will become as a force to be reckoned with in the
game of golf.

The following officers were elected to form the
committee for next year: Chairman - Chris
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Brook; Vice chairman — Stewart Boyes; Secretary
— Gerald Bruce; Fixtures Secretary — Richard
Saunders; Treasurer — John Wells; Regional rep-
resentative/magazine — Paul Lockett; Regional
representative — Ronan McKeown.

All these appointments run to the next AGM
with the exception of the chairman which is a
two-year post. Please note the change in fixtures
secretary to Richard Saunders, and ensure all
entry forms for golf events are sent to him and
not Chris Brook. Richard’s address will be
printed on the forms for next year.

I will continue to represent the section at
regional board level, along with Ronan McKe-
own. The regional board consists of five sections
— Mid Anglia, Midland, East Midlands, East of
England and BB&O. It also has two representa-
tives who sit on the Board of Management of
BIGGA. If any member of the section has any-
thing they wish to raise about BIGGA or related
issues, then the facility is provided to take any-
thing all the way to the top, if it is sent to me in
writing first.

Finally I would like to thank all my committee
for their support over the last two years during
my reign as chairman — Gerald, John, Chris,
Steart, Ronan and Richard. When 1 first took
over as chairman it was my desire to provide the
members with as many different and varied
courses for golf events, and I hope I have suc-
ceeded in that. A priority was to maintain the
excellent way the section has been run to date
and again in that I hope I have been successful.
It has been an honour to serve as chairman and I
wish my successor, Chris Brook, good luck for
the next two years.

The section is in very capable hands and its
success and strength is not just
based on vocational circumstances,
but by friendships which have devel-
oped and will, 'm sure, continue in
the future.

PAUL LOCKETT

EAST MIDLANDS

Congratulations to our ten members who repre-
sented our section in the annual East Midlands v
Midlands tournament. This was only the second
time we have won the trophy in ten years. I
would like to thank our sponsors for the day,
Rigby Taylor, and Leek Wooton GC for their hos-
pitality. Our winning team was: Richard Barker,
Pete Forshaw, Paul Tatlow, Dave Leatherland,
Steve Goode, Stuart Swann, Jamie Bedford,
Antony Foulds, Mark Bindley and Gavin Robson.

I would also like to thank all our sponsors for
their support to our section throughout the year
and to all the golf clubs for their courtesy and
hospitality towards us.

Three dates for next year’s diary — Spring Tour-
nament May 16 at The Notts GC, Hollinwell;
Autumn Tournament September 11 at Kedleston
Park GC; and snooker and social evening March 1
at Willie Thorn’s in Leicester. Anybody who
would like to attend this evening can ring me on
0533 890301 and I will forward them a form.

I would also like to wish all section members a
very merry Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.

ANTONY BINDLEY

SOUTH COAST

Numbers were a bit down for our Autumn Tour-
nament at Dudsbury GC but it was a fine sunny
day and a good time was had by all. Results:1,
Paul Jackson; 2, Mike Yorston; 3, Shaun White, 4,
Martin Woodrow. As always we are very grateful
to our sponsors Vitax and Avoncrop for their sup-
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port and to the staff at Dudsbury for the condition
of the course and looking after us so well.

Our annual match against the South West,
played at Marlborough GC, ended in defeat, 3-2.
Our thanks go to the staff at Marlborough for look-
ing after us so well and especially to Kevin Green
for organising the event. Next year the match will
be held in Hampshire at Lee-on-Solent GC.

Our next event is at Brockenhurst Manor GC on
Thursday January 12. Gordon Child, our regional
administrator, will be coming in the afternoon at
2pm to talk about training in the modern green-
keeping industry. This is a very important subject
and everyone interested in the future of the
industry should be there.

The section is organising a workshop to be held
on Thursday February 16. Entitled ‘Working
Together’ it is being run by Frank Newberry who
is one of the country’s top management training
consultants. Some of you may know him from
work he has done for BIGGA at Aldwark Manor.
The purpose of this workshop is to train green-
keepers in the arts of team building and dealing
with people (committees etc). The committee feel
that this is particularly important in view of
recent events within the section. We are very lim-
ited on the number that we can take for this
workshop so please register early. Send for details
by writing to me at 45 Constable Close, Sholing,
Southampton SO19 1EN.

At a recent committee meeting it was decided
to establish an education committee for the sec-
tion consisting of the NVQ industry assessors. This
committee will co-ordinate the assessing of NVQ
level 2 candidates and will be working closely
with Sparsholt College who are represented on
the committee by Bob Dennis and Bob Young.
The committee consists at present of Kieron Daly,
Ed McCabe, Martin Summers, Jeff Drake, college
representatives and myself. Anyone with suffi-
cient experience wanting to train as an industry
assessor is more than welcome to contact the
committee.

At the same meeting Peter Marsh, Eric James
and John Payne expressed a desire to stand down
from the comittee. Between them they have
devoted many years tireless work to the section
and nationally and we are greatly indebted to
them.

ALAN MITCHELL

NORTH EAST

Our autumn competition at Tyneside GC was a
great success despite a few regulars who couldn’t
make it. On behalf of the section I would like to
thank Steve Pope and his staff for preparing the
course and also the committee for granting us the
courtesy.

A big thank-you to the following golf clubs
which provided donations to the prize table —
Whitburn GC, Newcastle Utd GC, Whitley Bay,
Ponteland, Beamish Park, Arcot Hall, Warbworth,
Alnmouth Village, Consett, Swarland Hall and
Stocksfield — and to the trade: Rigby Taylor,
Stewarts, Border Services, Turfcare, Ryton Gravel,
Rickerbys and Greenlay.

The winners were: best gross — D Sharkey,
South Shields, 71; best nett — C Parkinson, Ponte-

land, 74-5=69; Greenlay Cup for best nett 0-11
h'cap — G Baxter, South Shields, 79-9=70; Few-
sters Shield for best nett 12-28 h'cap — A Wright,
City of Newcastle, 94-21=73. Other leading
scores: M Gunn, Tyneside GC, 77-6=71; J Hut-
ton, Consett, 74-3=71; S Pope, Tyneside, 82-
10=72.

Congratulations to M Harvey who has been
appointed head greenkeeper at Heworth GC. He
was formerly first assistant at Tynemouth GC.
Glen Baxter has been promoted from first assis-
tant to head greenkeeper at South Shields GC.

David Sharkey, formerly an assistant at Ryton
GC, has been appointed first assistant at South
Shields GC. Tony McLure, who shares the over-
35s Mid-English Amateur Championship title, has
been appointed head greenkeeper at Whickham
GC.

And what about Mal Lathan regaining the Net-
lon Trophy at the National Tournament at Dart-
mouth? Well done!

On behalf of the section I would like to wish
George Atkinson all the best on his retirement.
George was an active member of our committee
for the past 12 years. A dinner was held recently
at Stocksfield GC for him and it was nice to see
some of the younger greenkeepers there as well
as the local trade. It was agreed that George
would be made an honorary member of the sec-
tion and be made more than welcome at future
competitions.

October saw the clash of the NE against the old
enemy, the East Lothian section, at Westerhope
GC. Again thanks to Russ Black and his staff for
the presentation of the course. The greens were
beautiful. Although we had only ten men it meant
that the last two matches were going to be diffi-
cult, one against two, but Russ Black and David
Dalby didn’t get hammered. A special mention to
young Paul Heinlin and Alan Harrison, four down
with four to play and gaining a half. The overall
result was in the North East’s favour, 3.5-2.5, so
we regained the Stewarts Cup.

A special mention also to Stewarts for not only
providing the meals but also the prizes both to
the winners and runners-up. Thanks to Alan
Miller and John Geddes of Stewarts, Edinburgh.
JIMMY RICHARDSON

MIDLANDS

Following the survey carried out some months
ago with regard to section events, in particular
winter lectures, Ivan Beetlstone has now arranged
our first winter lectures using the subjects that
came out top. The lecture will take place at Wal-
sall GC on January 12 and start at 6.30pm.

The programme is as follows: 6.30-7.15pm —
Thatch and compaction by Andy Cole of the STRI;
7.30-8.15pm - Installing, maintaining and updat-
ing irrigation systems by Graham Francis and
John Sheppard of Turf Irrigation Services.

I must say that the response to this survey was
very poor, specially when considering that mem-
bers only had to tick off the subjects they felt
important and send back using a self-addressed
envelope. 350 were sent out and only 50
returned.

The annual match took place recently between
the East Midlands section and ourselves, spon-
sored by Rigby Taylor. The match was played at
the Warwickshire, of which everyone spoke very
highly. Many thanks to Howard Middlebrooke
and his staff and also to the Warwickshire as well
for a wonderful day. The day was slightly spoiled
by the fact that the East Midlands beat us, well
done lads!

Mike Hughes beat Paul Loffman in the singles
knockout recently. The match, played over 36



