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ZIHE JIGSAW'S
ALMOST COMPLETE

EARLIER THIS YEAR, flushed with the success of the Once again the BTME will feature all that’s best in our
best-ever BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition, we P\NAGEME industry. New products, familiar faces, new and

said that the 1994 event would be the show ? established companies will combine to make
“where all the pieces fit together”. ‘\\)Q* é‘ /s’ it a trade show you can't afford to miss.

Today, with the clock fast ticking /& BIGGA and the BTME have both
towards January, the big picture is OY. /)/ come a long way since the first Turf

almost complete. (9 O Management Exhibition in 1989.
In January this year, the

Duke of York opened the
1993 event, one of the high-
lights of the Association’s

ONLY 14 STANDS LEFT
The 1994 event is already
33% bigger than the record-
breaking 1993 show, and
with just over two months to

achievements so far.
For 1994, BIGGA President
Viscount Whitelaw and the
current Captain of the Royal
s and Ancient Golf Club of St
Andrews, The Rt. Hon. The Lord Grif-
Y‘ fiths, will open the proceedings and
CQ present industry and education awards.

go, the halls in Harrogate are

just about full. Based on the
average stand size already booked Qo

and paid for, there's only enough %
room left for 14 more companies. O
It's a terrific achievement for a show now 'q

reckoned to be the premier event for the fine O QQ\ Pre-register for BTME - complete the post-
turf industries. What it means for those companies AL SEM\N P\R paid card in this magazine. If your company
who still haven't decided whether to attend or not, the wants one of the final stand spaces, call Louise Lunn
message is clear: book now, or you'll miss it. now on 0347 838581 or fax her on 0347 838864.

19-21 JANUARY 1994, HARROGATE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, HARROGATE, NORTH YORKSHIRE,
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International because of its
proven circulation and this is
certainly reflected in the
quality of enquiries received.”
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Marketing Manager,
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Faces and places

M BIGGA wishes to advise readers that after three years as
editor of “Greenkeeper International” magazine, David
White has informed the Association of his decision to resign
as editor following publication of the forthcoming December
issue.

Commented Executive Director, Neil Thomas, “David
White has made a valued contribution to the successful
establishment of ‘Greenkeeper International’ over the last
three years with the quality of his writing and editing. We
thank him for his services and wish him well for the future.”

Commenting on BIGGA’s plans to replace
David White as editor, Neil Thomas confirmed
that the wheels are already in motion to
appoint a new editor and an announcement
will be made as soon as possible. In the
interim period the Association’s design and
production editor, Tim Moat, pictured left,
who is a senior journalist and has edited mag-
azines in the past, will assume responsibilities as acting
editor.

: W Allen Power Equipment Ltd have
announced the appointment of Ken Welch,
pictured left, as their south west area man-
ager, covering an area from Birmingham in

the north and extending to West Sussex west-
| wards, including Devon and Cornwall.
B The sixth National Turfgrass Council

Award for an outstanding contri-
bution to the turfgrass industry
has been made by NTC chair-
man, Jon Bauer, to Dr Tom
Kavanagh. Tom spent 25 years at
the Kinsealy Research Centre
near Dublin, as Head of the Plant
Pathology Department in the
Horticultural Division and then, as his interest in turfgrass
diseases and research developed, he established a new Turf-
grass Unit at Kinsealy. Since his early retirement in 1988 he
has continued as an independent turfgrass consultant,
adviser and lecturer. Tom is pictured above receiving his
award from Jon Bauer, left.

M BIGGA is proud to herald a new national golfing cham-
pion in Dominic Smith, assistant greenkeeper at Ruislip Golf
Club in the London Borough of Hillingdon. Dominic broke
the course record at Stockwood Park Golf Club, Luton, on
his way to winning the National Association of Public Golf
Courses championship in September, scoring a record-
breaking 67 and adding a second round 75 to win the cham-
pionship by two strokes from Birmingham’s Steve Green,
last year’s winner.

M British Seed Houses has announced the appointment of
Bob Scott to its sales team. Bob will be responsible for
amenity seed sales and technical advice in the South West,
South Wales and the Midlands, working from Bicester.
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Universal joint detail

Demonstrations ’ _
EYZIET X LT B Simple well proven design, easy to
local dealers

Brush detail
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eene

use, excellent value for money -

4 rows of hard wearing polypropylene
bristles lift leaves, grass clippings and litter
effortlessly into high-capacity hopper.

Fully floating linkage enables brush to sweep
cleanly on undulating golf course fairways.

Simple manual trip facility for easy dumping
of debris.

Optional scarifying rotor and gulley brush
attachments available.

WESSE

Send for details - no stamp required
WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO.
FREEPOST BZ221

BORDON » HANTS » GU35 9HH

0420 478111




Faces and places

B Elmwood College Golf Team have won the Fife College’s
Golf Tournament for the second year in a row. The competi-
tion was held at Glenrothes.

As Elmwood expands its greenkeeping section with
resources by way of three staff in the last six months, com-
petition to play in the first team is getting tougher. This
year’s winning team are, from left, Dave Hulbert, lecturer,
Duncan Moncur, lecturer, Carol Borthwick, head of section -
greenkeeping, and John Robertson, director of administra-
tion.

Three of the greenkeeping section’s lecturers recently
joined BIGGA on an outing to Carnoustie Links with lectur-
ers from other colleges in Scotland also in attendance. This
highly successful day will, it is hoped, become an annual
event.

3

B After just two years in the
marketing director’s seat, Michel
Mulder, the hugely likeable
Dutchman who is the power-
house behind Barenbrug UK Ltd,
has been rewarded by being
given ultimate control, this time
- d as the company’s new managing
director. Michel has been with Barenbrug for over ten years
in Holland and the UK, receiving rapid promotion through
sales and marketing positions in both agricultural and
amenity grass markets. Dr David Thompson will continue as
sales director with special responsibility for the agricultural
sector. Michel is pictured above left, with David.

M Professor Hank Wilkinson, an engaging fel-
low whose face is already becoming familiar
in Britain, has been appointed consultant turf-
grass pathologist to Rolawn Ltd of York. Hav-
ing met Hank, editor White can vouch he is
no ‘dry’ academic, rather an engaging and
highly effective speaker who brings his subject
to life. Nevertheless, eyebrows were raised at the appoint-
ment of an American. Quizzing Rolawn’s Terry Ryan, he
confirmed that Hank’s appointment will give Rolawn an
international perspective, whilst avoiding any suggestion of
being seen in the clutches of one or other opposing consul-
tant agronomy camp. In addition, Terry explained that
Hank’s home locale, the US mid-west, enjoys a climate not
dissimilar to that of Britain.

W “Weed Control after Atrazine”, is the title of an autumn
workshop being staged by Rhone-Poulenc from November
onwards throughout the country.

Each workshop will cover three topics: Product selection,
how the forthcoming label changes should be interpreted;
Cooper Pegler will outline and demonstrate the latest in
application technology; and finally ADAS, under a discus-

LS

sion format, will outline the options that are available in
contract specification and monitoring their implementation.
Call Christine Mitchell on 0277 301118 for dates and

venues.

B David Herbert, with over 20 years ekperi-
ence in the design and supply of irrigation
systems, has formed an irrigation consultancy
service. He told Greenkeeper International
that at one end of the scale he might simply
look over a client’s shoulder to offer guidance
in selecting the most suitable tender. Alterna-
tively he can provide full specification, liaison with authori-
ties, project supervision and management, plus many other
services.

“It can be very confusing and difficult to make a choice

with so many suppliers offering different solutions,” he said.
“The BTLIA has helped to provide improved standards, par-
ticularly in the hydraulic design of systems, but one must
keep an eye on the life expectancy of the materials being
used and the standard of installation to be confident of a
sound investment.” Tel: 0460 72574.
B It was good to see Jim Fry,
president of the South Coast
section, in the news recently,
rubbing shoulders with none
other than Hampshire and Eng-
land cricketer, David Gower.
Jim is the owner of Fry’s Acci-
dent Repairs, one of Hamp-
shire’s largest independent
vehicle repair centres, now proudly flying the cherished
British Standards kite mark, signifying receipt of the BS
5750 certificate of accreditation.

We know greenkeepers are the safest of all road users,

but should any of you guys down ‘ampshire way have need
of a dedicated crash repair service, no doubt Jim Fry will be
happy to oblige — and you can natter away about Fusarium
patch while the dents are being miraculously healed!
B Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd has been high in the
news, first by appointing Moray Tractors of Elgin and
George Henderson of Edinburgh to join forces with Hamil-
ton Bros of Glasgow to make a formidable trio of distribu-
tors covering the whole of Scotland. All three
have worked together for years selling Kubota
compact tractors, so Charterhouse tractor-
mounted products will ideally complement
them.

Geoffrey Burgess, left, is a new appoint-
ment to the Charterhouse board of directors,
whilst David Jenkins, below, the man respon-
sible for pioneering the establishment of
Jacobsen, Ryan and Bunton products in the
UK, and since 1982 the managing director of
Charterhouse, has been elected president of
the Agricultural Engineers Association, an

industry with sales of over £2000 million a
year and a justifiably proud export record.

M Sparsholt College, Hampshire, having launched a three
year National Diploma course in Golf Course and Sport-
ground Management in 1990, have announced their award-
winning students as David Mathie (Best Practical Student
and winner of the BIGGA Southern Region Shield), and
Jason Hampton (Top Student and winner of the Rufford
Cup). David, aged 30, has secured a position as course man-
ager at Swanmore in Hampshire, whilst 23 year old Jason,
having gained work experience at Woodbury Park G&CC is
currently ‘in the market’ for a greenkeeping position.

Practical Student in
Greenkeeping’ 1991,
and was runner-up
in the prestigious

Greenkeeper of the
Year award for
1991. Our
condolences are
extended to his
family and friends at
this sad time.

W A new nine hole
extension to the
existing course at
Kilmarnock
Barassie GC in
Troon will suit
members to a ‘tee’
when it becomes
ready for play early
in 1994, Work was
recently completed,
built on derelict
land bordering
Gailes seashore and
acquired through
funding by
Enterprise Ayrshire,
the R & A, and club
members. The new
layout now offers
the option of 27
holes for play.
Committee mem-

options available for
the extension,
however, it is
expected that the
course will maintain
an 18 hole layout
allowing nine holes
to ‘rest’ for
maintenance
throughout the year.
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Amenity Technology means .

"

o GreeNer Grass .., crmees

specially formulated to effectively and economically restore
natural colour to discoloured turf. Ideal for golf courses,
sports fields and all turf areas. It won't wash or wear off.
Lasts up to 14 weeks or until removed by mowing - and it
won't harm plants or animals when correctly used.

..

LAKE

R ... Bluer Wafers .., o

Makes colouring Lakes & Ponds easier than ever!
For professional results, this highly concentrated
blend of dry-flowable colourants comes in conve-
nient pre-measured packets, making usage easy to
calculate. And there's nothing to mix, so less mess.
3“,_."1‘;.
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& more Efticient Machinery!

DTC"3 SPRAY TANK CLEANER DUPONT APPROVED

Tank Cleaner DTC-3 prevents contamination when chang-

ing from one chemical to another. Thereby avoiding dam-

age to turf or incorrect pesticide mixing.

! | M High concentration powder removes pesticides in spray

equipment.
M Rate of 0.5kgs per 365litres of water.

W DTC-3 is not a detergent and has been specially formulated for
pesticide spray tanks.

HYDRAULIC OIL DYE

Instantly identifies a potential oil leak, by adding a
bright red indicator to your hydraulic oil. Economical to '*
use - with adding just 473ml to 660Its of your oil. )

For further information,
contact us today on

Reading 0734 510033

Becker-Underwood, Inc. AMENITY TECHNOLOGY LTD.
Clock House
286 Kings Road Reading
Berks RG1 4HP T

Tel 0734 510033
Fax 0734 510044



BIGGA jus
on getting

More and more greenkeepers are joining
BIGGA - and the trend is being actively
encouraged with the launch of the Associa-
tion’s biggest ever membership drive.

BIGGA membership grew by 18% during
1992 and increased by a further 9% in 1993,
to stand at a record 5162 members.

“BIGGA just keeps on getting bigger,” said
the Association’s sales and marketing man-
ager, Bill Lynch. “Keep watching our develop-
ment during 1994 because with the
introduction of our biggest membership pro-
motion to date, we'll be even BIGGA when 94
membership closes!”

Despite a growth of some 434 members in
1993, executive director Neil Thomas says
there is no room for complacency: “I am
delighted at our continued growth, however
each year a substantial number of greenkeep-
ers leave the industry and hence the Associa-
tion. Happily each year this fall out of
members is more than compensated for by our
ability to enrol new members. Yet there
remain many more greenkeepers to be
attracted to the benefits of BIGGA and an
ongoing membership drive is essential.”

Golf clubs currently with no BIGGA mem-

5162

4728 7

4004
Members
1991 1982 1983

BIGGA MEMBERSHIP FIGURES 1991-1993

bers in their greenkeeping staff are to be
specifically targeted.

Plans for the 1994 membership drive are
now in place and include the introduction of a
“Refer two members” scheme. A section of
each new membership application form will
allow for entry of the name of a current mem-
ber who is the source of referral to the Associa-
tion. For every two new member referrals who
subsequently become members, the nominat-
ing member will receive an entry into a prize
draw. A prize of £600-worth of airline tickets

t keeps
bigger

will be awarded when the draw takes place at
BTME "95.

Commented Neil Thomas: “We hope that
this scheme will provide an incentive for our
current members to actively seek out potential
new members. I suspect that almost every
greenkeeper knows a fellow greenkeeper who
does not belong to BIGGA and there can be no
doubt that a concentrated effort by our mem-
bers will result in a substantially enlarged
membership.”

Two recent cases highlight the merits of

being a member of the Association:
® BIGGA’s legal advisory service came to the
aid of a member claiming unfair dismissal
from his golf club. At an industrial tribunal,
the Association’s lawyers played their part in
obtaining £15,000 compensation for the
BIGGA member.
@ The Association’s insurers paid out £5,000
to the family of a BIGGA member, following
his untimely death. A personal accident policy
forms part of the membership package.

For details of the 1994 membership benefits,
see Pages 23-29. A post-paid membership
enquiry card is opposite Page 2.

ALL YEAR

ROUND
QUALITY TURF

Sovereign Turf is purpose grown quality turf
as using only the top STRI cultivators and
grown on well drained sandy soil ensures

consistent quality all the year round.

Harvested in big or small rolls and delivered

in twenty-four hours, Sovereign is ideal for
landscapers, amenity users and golf courses.

P’ -, N

SOVEREIGN

TURF

Use top STRI seed varieties »
available « Wide range of turf grades }
Produced by specialist grower » Delivery or 4
collection « Available 365 days a year

Fir Tree Farm - Blaxhall - Woodbridge - Suffolk - IP12 2DX. 435
Telephone: 0728 688984

’

o

surface.

PN eyt MG

@l

Turf samples
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Sports surface
L technology

® VERDE TEE FRAME
Raised steel platform with fully
adjustable legs. Top quality driving

® VERDE WINTER TEE
Spacious artificial tees. Self install kits
for the practical groundsman looking
for good value.

. ® VERDE DRIVING MATS

Driving range and practice mats.
Proven life of over two years on busy
ranges. Best quality - Best prices.

® ARTIFICIAL PUTTING SURFACES
] ® ALL DRIVING RANGE REQUIREMENTS

| 4 DRIVING BAYS FOR CLUB AND
HOME. Comprehensive selection of
frames and net enclosures.

. Artificial, sports surfaces and equipment
for a range of sport and leisure activities.

%..:;r~~h‘“.q‘~;w- g, P

VERDE
SPORTS
LIMITED

UNIT 25,
COWLING MILL,
COWLING BROW,
CHORLEY,
LANCASHIRE
PR6 0QG

TEL: 0257 269069
0257 269983
FAX: 0257 261064

PLEASE CALL
FOR FREE
SAMPLES AD
AND REF
INFORMATION 291
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WHOLE IN ONE!

The Complete Professional Grass

Maintenance Range

Award winning model.
Full 88" cut, folding side
cylinders 7% hp
Kawasaki engine. Cuts
v ] over 2 acres an

m/hour | £553
WALKOVER PROFESSIONAL

The unique, maintenance-free pump,
enables accurate and fast spraying of
fertilisers, fungicides and
weedkillers. Other models
available, g

MUSTANG . §»>  £468
Th h d : |
At HOVER MIOWER il

Two reciprocating blades
deliver precise cutting

power, and a smoother and
safer operation.

£3750

One revolutionary cutting head,
trims around golf bunkers,
ditches, pond weed — even

cuts under water.

£425

Specially suited to bank 218 si Hover Mower 18" cut

mOW'”?- Grass collection  ho\vered by 120cc Suzuki two stroke
Dpuons engine. Other models available.

£3795 £399

Fora Free Brochure complete the coupon |
below or phone 0235813936 Now! yPIuS .o

top quality
professional brushcutters
26¢c - 50cc with full anti
vibration system

| Dept. G.I, The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX118ES  [JNational 63 |
[T] Reciprocating edger

I NN . oivssvishstisesessssissssmssssssssmeissimsinpmmpprasnorsssssasrene.[£] Walkover Professional I

O o L | Allen Power Equipment

I gt (JMustang 0 I The Broadway - Didcot, Oxon OX118ES
‘ e . : s lHoverMowers o

| LB e ovovats sttt s v i G e SO LR (] BBGIDIGCRTOr 8 l 0235 813936

________ | g o A *Prices exclusive VAT
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TOURNAMENT
TROUBLESHOOTER

Tony Howorth, section secretary and reporter for the East Midlands,
retires from his BIGGA commitments this month. By way of a
swan-song, which Tony describes as ‘being seen to go out with a bang
rather than a whimper,’ he gives his impressions of a typical day of
tournament golf with greenkeepers from the East Midlands

E arlier this year at the now annual gather-
ing, section secretaries were each given a
document prepared by Elliott Small, outlining
how to properly run a golf tournament. What
follows is probably an outstanding example of
how not to!

One of the points Elliott makes is to have an
early cut-off date for entries — preferably 14
days before the event. Our autumn tourna-
ment this year took place on 21st September.
As of 14th September I had 14 entrants; the
final number attending on the day was 53.
Mind you, I have only myself to blame for this
— for due to a word-processing error we nearly
became the first section to hold its autumn
tournament on 20th April! Suffice to say that
the week before a competition can be fairly
hectic, usually to the point where my wife
threatens to leave me ‘if that damned 'phone
rings once more!’.

So, to the big day. Being a believer in not
doing today what can be put off until tomor-
row, the day begins for me at 5.30 am when I
write up the starting times and the list of those
who have still to pay. This completed, it’s into
town for an early shopping trip. I would give
more than a penny for the thoughts of the
supermarket check-out girl, whose first cus-
tomer of the day arrives with a basket full of
booze and biscuits. ‘They’re raffle prizes’, I tell
her, and get a ‘likely story’ look in return.

Shopping completed, having also obtained
petty cash, photocopies and raffle tickets and
spent 20 minutes polishing the tournament
trophy, I'm ready to depart for Ruddington
Grange. This is a critical time, trying to ensure
that you have everything you might need with
you. It’s surprising what members will arrive
without — at the East v West Midlands match
last year I spent half the day holding my
trousers up, whilst my belt ensured that Jamie
Bedford didn't lose his trousers on the first tee.
I try to arrive on site a couple of hours before
the first tee-time, but I'm seldom the first, usu-
ally being beaten by trade members in early
attendance for the expense-account bacon
sandwich.

As I pull into the drive, the course looks a
Belfry-esque picture — I often think that efforts
made for Captain’s Day pale into insignificance
compared with what’s done for visiting green-
keepers, Having made a ‘getting to know you’
tour of the relevant club personnel, run up the
BIGGA flag and collected the score-cards, I can

then sit back and let it all
happen - for about two min-
utes!

Our section has been
blessed with many new mem-
bers over the past two years,
and it is always pleasing to
see new faces at our tourna-
ments. It still makes me
cringe a bit, though, to have
to walk up to someone and
ask ‘good morning, who are
you?- especially when the
guy turns out to be a member
of some 15 years standing
who I've not met before.

Everything proceeds
smoothly. First tee-time is
12.30, and the official starters
arrive promptly at 12.28
(Mark and Walt, you did a
grand job really). One of the
highlights of my day is watch-
ing the looks of trepidation on the faces of the
occasional golfers at the first tee, willing their
first drive to be a good one. I note with satis-
faction that the out-of-bounds on the first hole
is on the left — leaving no need to send out
spotters for Baz Gostinshie’s terrible slice. I am
also rewarded by seeing the shortest drive of
the day — a classic pitching-wood shot which
lands a yard in front of the tee.

With all the players away, everything is calm
until disaster strikes Maurice Emery on the
tenth — he leaves his pipe on the tee and has
two card-ruining holes before I return it to him
on the twelfth. Wives go shopping or read
books, while I devote my attention to the prize
tables. Thanks to the generosity of the trade, I
swear we end up with more bottles to give
away than there are behind the bar.

As the protagonists return, expressions tell it
all - from the plainly disgusted to the quietly
confident. As the results become clear it's time
to check the prizes again, to ensure that cord-
less shavers are not presented to. gentlemen
with beards, and large shirts are not given to
small members. This having been attended to,
speeches written and raffle tickets sold, it’s on
to the meal.

Section meals tend to be lively affairs, due
largely to the activities of Dave Leatherland,
who manages to produce an array of props —
from whistles to rubber gloves — which invari-

ably leave those in his near vicinity helpless
with laughter. With the section’s good name in
mind however, and having seen previous per-
formances, I have to insist to the waitresses
that under no circumstances is Dave to be
given an orange!

As it transpires, it is Trevor Bennett, our
sponsor for the day, who provides the enter-
tainment with a ‘hot and bothered’ routine
which delays the main course for at least ten
minutes. With the meal completed the vice-
chairman speaks, the prizes are presented, and
the day is concluded with the drawing of the
raffle. It has become a tradition that this is
done by Gordon Mitchell, whose Scottish
brogue and ready wit make the raffle an event
in itself, especially if the dreaded number ‘tue
tue tue’ happens to be drawn.

Of those present, I would especially like to
welcome new member lan Meakin to our sec-
tion, and to congratulate Anthony Foulds on
being amongst the prizes on his first attempt.
Further, it would be remiss of me not to thank
Dave Johnson and all the staff at Ruddington
for a most enjoyable day.

TOURNAMENT ROLL OF HONOUR. Class One (0-9) 1st

R. Peck. 2nd G. Mitchell. 3rd R. Barker. Class Two (10-

18) 1st P. Billings. 2nd A. Foulds. 3rd J. Dickinson. Class

Three (19-28) 1st G. Arnold. 2nd 1. Dunmore. 3rd M.

Bindley. Trade prize — Mike Franklin. Low gross —

I:;hz;(rid Barker. Best nett and overall winner — Graham
old.
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“I used ROOTS Concentrate for the past two growing seasons on Poa/bent
mineral soil greens. When used with a proper annual aeration programme

I have found significant, increased root development. This has certainly
improved summer and winter hardiness of the sward.

“I plan to use ROOTS Concentrate for all my future maintenance programmes...”

John Plummer
inc. Course Manager
ang i
Available through Gr 1n?‘e Golf Club
LIQUID SOD LIMITED Dublin

Linden View

Redwing Road
Milborne Port
Sherborne

Dorset DT9 5DB U K.

Tel: 0963 251129 - OVERSEAS 44 963 251129

Roots is a trademark of LISA Products Corp.
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