If there is one trick worth
repeating, it is to leave
plenty of grass cover going
into winter’

Plans are afoot to build an irrigation lake and work will
commence this winter. This will be topped-up from the
borehole and thus provide a buffer or reservoir. Though it
will serve both courses, this is a separate undertaking rather
than being part of the new construction. Digging it will be a
problem, for with limestone below; anything over six feet in
depth will need Semtex explosives rather than a digger — so
itwill probably end up being large and fairly shallow”.

The new course is certainly high, wide and handsome, but
there remains one insuperable problem: lack of soil depth.
Minchinhampton has a top soil cover of just 3”-4” and is
brashy (gritty and abrasive) by nature. Growth is further
mpoverished by virtue of the high pH value and drought on
this -indeed any- hilltop site can be a constant worry. Gazing
upon the course in late July, at a time when rain had fallen
abundantly over several days and where fairways looked
green and lush, one could be forgiven for overlooking that
this was an area bleached near white by sun and lack of
moisture just a month previously. The recuperative power of

grass remains one of nature’s miracles.

Talking of his upcoming autumn maintenance pro-
gramme, Paul began by stating: “if there is one trick worth
repeating, it is to leave plenty of grass cover going into win-
ter. The greens have never been cut below 3/16” and there
is no thatch at all — anywhere. This is largely down to the
nature of the soil. In addition, groomers on greens mowers
take care of any lateral growth”.

Moving into autumn sees the beginning of a well-estab-
lished maintenance programme which is based around regu-
lar aeration. Assuming the ground is not too dry, Paul will
begin the onset of winter and the slow-down of growth by
both solid tining on fairways and making a single pass with
a Varicore hollow corer on all greens and tees. Two weeks
are written into the schedule for this activity and the Vari-
core will be set at 3” spacings and core to a depth of five
inches. There can be no aeration of green surrounds, for the
brash is too close to the surface, further compounded by irri-
gation pipes that also are too close (sometimes as near as
3”) to allow such luxuries.

Coring completed, the greens will be dressed with a sea-
weed/meal supplement, overseeded with a fescue mix and
finally top dressed with an 80%-20% dressing. In addition,
some four fairways are dressed each year with a sand/peat
mix, essentially to aid in gradually improving the depth of
the growing medium. Uncommonly, a problem peculiar to
Minchinhampton greens is the original construction mate-
rial. This comprises a very angular grit mixed with local top-
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soil and has an impacting effect which severs roots when
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A truly
remarkable vehicle

When you invest in a Carryall by
‘CLUB CAR' it begins to pay you back
immediately. This exceptionally versatile
vehicle has a full range of optional
equipment and can be customised to
meet your demanding requirements.
Each model has its own high
performance specification which
adds up to a tough and rugged machine
giving you the speed and flexibility necessary
to achieve cost-effective operation throughout
a wide range of tasks.

Carryall by

Contact the sole distributors
for England and Wales.

LELY (UK) LIMITED - STATION ROAD * ST. NEOTS - HUNTINGDON ‘ CAMBS * PE19 1QH ' Telephone 0480 476971
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You Get
MoreWith

Our position as market leaders in professional
TURF MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT illustrates
the trust that 1000’s of satisfied customers
have in our machines. TORO guarantee you
a superbly engineered machine that cannot
be equalled in terms of QUALITY & VALUE
plus an AFTER SALES SERVICE backed

by the finest dealer network in the UK.

TORO have also introduced a unique 24hr
‘unit-down service’ ensuring immediate
call off of any replacement part.

For all the facts and figures on the best model to suit your own specific
requirements please give us a call and we will be pleased to arrange a

-

; demonstration without any obligation whatsoever.
ma CIQSS TORO distributed by LELY (UK) LIMITED 5
: Station Road, St. Neots, Huntingdon, Cambs PE19 1QH
Of H/lel r own Tel: 0480 476971 Fax: 0480216167

Details please as ticked below

[1 DEMONSTRATION Name (Block Caps please) G1.9.92
[0 FINANCE TERMS AddresgtUdem O
[1 PLEASE ASK REPRESENTATIVE
TO CALL
[0 LITERATURE A
Post Code Telephone REF

61
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Worm casits
can be a real
handicap

Twister Flow works fast to control
worm problems in turf

Apart from being unsightly, worm casts spoil turf surfaces by causing mud deposits. g

These form ideal sites for weed establishment — and interfere with the true roll of

balls on playing surfaces.

Twister Flow contains 24 % of the carbamate insecticide Carbaryl and controls casting worms in turf grass.
Availablein a5 litre pack, it is a flowable formulation giving fast, contact action on all turf surfaces, including
fine or semi-fine turf, and remains active in the soil for up to two months.

Worm casts also encourage the spread of turf disease and the presence of high worm populations in fine
turf is likely to attract moles — with even more devastating effect!

So if you have problems with worm casts in turf,
choose Twister Flow. It could be a master stroke! ~
@ RHONE-POULENC

AD For further information call our HELPLINE (0277) 301114.

REF

" Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Tel: 0277 301301 Fax: 0277 301119

TWISTER FLOW CONTAINS CARBARYL
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY MAFF No. 05712
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‘Trees abound on the
course, planned and
planted in light copses
in order that they
might both encourage
and protect each other
in the poor soil’

pressure is applied. This results in turf that is prone to shallow
rooting, quickly effected by drought and prone to wear more than
most. Many greens are of the upturned saucer variety: high in the
middle and shedding towards the outer perimeter. These can effect
irrigation, with run-off a constant worry. They can also effect less
than 100% perfect golf shots — an apparently fine shot often find-
ing a greenside bunker — and there are some members who view
such saucer shapes as bordering on the unfair. Perhaps, one feels,
there may be a reasoned case for some uplifting in the future?

Trees abound on the course, planned and planted in tight copses
in order that they might both encourage and protect each other in
the poor soil. The time has come to thin such plantations and it is
apparent that in some places some species have struggled to grow
at all. Trees always struggle on hilltop sites and Minchinhampton
is no exception. Paul plans to do some selective culling during the
winter and to further encourage further growth of the more
healthy specimens by feeding with a proprietary slow-release. He is
loath to upset nature’s balance and feels that concentration on
native species will bring the greatest rewards, though it must be
observed that Scots Pines appear to have gained the upper hand.

The course is maintained by just six staff, one a full time
mechanic, and the machinery stable is adequate rather than overly
high-tec. The plan is to hold off from any machinery replacements
until the second 18 holes are on stream. Then the current machin-
ery - or some of it — will be utilised on the fresh, almost certainly
stony and undoubtedly inhospitable acres, safe in the knowledge
that brand-new tracks hammer the living daylights out of machin-
ery. That stated, the Club have always believed that money spent
on the course is money well spent and are equally adamant that
maintenance should be left to the absolute discretion of the course
manager — they practice great wisdom in hiring a professional and
leaving him to it — would that more might follow the same ratio-
nale.

Paul reports directly to the green chairman via the secretary and
thence to the Club chairman. He will sit in on green committee
meetings, which mercifully meet just twice yearly. It speaks for
efficiency that the last meeting expired after just 57 minutes! “Bet- s

& Wiedenmann £

Aeration Equipment

Greens plugger
can hollow or
solid tine to a
maximum depth
of 5"

Terra Spike Manager and Professional ranges offer
machines for all applications

Further details: Wiedenmann (UK) Ltd
Stoney Brae, Potterhill, Paisley PA2 7TG
Tel: 041-884 2552 Fax: 041-884 6252
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1‘
INCREASES
LOAD BEARING

BYUPTO
500%

2

INCREASES THE
RATE OF
DRAINAGE BY
UP TO 20%

3
REDUCES DIVOT
SIZE AND
RECOVERY TIME
BY UP TO 50%

-

INCREASES
BALL BOUNCE
CONSISTENCY
BY UP TO 400%

INCREASES
RETAINED
MOISTURE
CONTENT
BY UP TO 40%
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Netlon Advanced Turf

For healthier,
more durable turf

Netlon Advanced Turf is a rootzone
system bringing unrivalled resilience, stability,
durability and health to natural grass.

The unique reinforced rootzone allows
the natural turf areas to withstand far greater
use than ordinary turf.

Already in use in many golf courses,
Netlon Advanced Turf gives a better wearing,
more attractive surface. All forms of deep
aeration techniques can be virtually
eliminated as Netlon Advanced Turf’'s self-
cultivating action ensures that the rootzone
resists soil compaction and remains healthy.

Suitable for tees, greens and walkways,
Netlon Advanced Turf means lower
maintenance costs and greater course usage
- saving money whilst generating
additional revenue.

Netlon Advanced Turf - happier
golfers, contented greenskeepers.

For your colour brochure ring Emma
Burns on 0800 585012 or return the coupon.

D Send me information on
Netlon Advanced Turf

Name

Position

Company

Address

S M e

Netlon Advanced Turf Systems, Kelly Street, Blackburn, England BB2 4PJ. Fax: 0254 694302,

Netlon is the registered trade mark of Netlon Limited in the USA, the UK & other countries.
Netlon Advanced Turf is patented in the USA, the UK & other countries.
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ter than two hours once a month” Paul wryly observed.

I cannot resist relating an amusing end to my visit. Sitting
in the bar alone after my meeting with Paul, I couldn’t fail to
overhear snippets of conversation. The talk, almost
inevitably, was of ‘when I was captain’, or ‘when I served on
the green committee’ etc. “Have you met the new green-
keeper?”, one asked. “No”, replied another, “but I bet he’ll
keep a low profile for a few months at least, I know I
would”. The talk centred around Paul and one wag observed
that he (Paul) had thoroughly beaten a committee member
at golf before being given the job! “He’s following a tough
act” was the consensus of opinion and I had to bite my
tongue not to interject. [ desperately wanted to urge them to
seek out their new course manager, to grasp him warmly by
the hand and thank him for continuing to provide the first
rate playing surfaces they have come to expect. The good
members of Minchinhampton may indeed rest easy: their
course remains in the most expert of hands.

The course remains in the most expert of hands’

Major machinery in the Minchinhampton stable

Ransomes 171s

Ransomes Certes

Ransomes Motor 180

Ransomes Motor-lilak'e

Cushman Truckster + Top dresser and sprayer
Toro 216

Toro 117 rotary

Toro Sand-Pro

Toro GR3100 with groomers

Massey-Ferguson 360 coupled with Ransomes
hydraulic 5

Massey-Ferguson 265 + Votex rotary

1020 pact

e . L . - X

Massey-Ferg

SISIS Varicore
Ford P100 pick-up

- owh ok owh
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CEMENT MIXER

AD

...yow’ll want some of these

ISSE=IC | ATTACHMENT

MORE OF A RANGE
FOR MORE OF YOUR JOBS

Having a compact tractor
is one thing — using its
versatility is another. That's
why Iseki have a full range of
attachments to suit your
tractor. Attachments
designed with your tractorin
mind, the right working width
for the best productivity,
matching tractor to
attachment to enable youto
get the job done on time -
every time.

There are machines for
the builder and landscaper,
machines for councils and
local authorities, a range for
golf course and sportsground
maintenance, all because Iseki
know what you need, to make
the most of your tractor.

Iseki attachments,
because no matter what make
you've got, we've got moreof
a range, for more of your jobs
—no wonder Iseki are the
driving force for professional
grounds care, horticulture
and landscaping.

If you don’t have a
compact tractor yet — we'll
even help you with one of
those too!

ImTo: Iseki UK Ltd., Broadway,
I Bourn, Cambridge CB37TL. |
| Tel: 0954 718981. Fax: 0954 719731 |

1 Please send me more details on I
Iseki Attachments |

Name

|
[ Address

|
|
| |
| |
i Postcode |
! Tel. No. G1.9.92 I

& TRACTORS - MOWERS - POWER EQUIPMENT - ATTACHMENTS
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AROUND THE

REEN

Keeping in touch with news and comment from the regions

Will section reporters continue to note: Final copy
date for inclusion in ‘Around The Green’is one
month prior to publication, i.e. copy for Novem-
ber with the editor by October 1st. Out of date
material cannot be included.

SHEFFIELD

I am pleased to inform members that Rother-
ham GC have granted us permission to hold
winter lectures at their Club. The dates are: Oct
1st 92, Nov 5th ‘92, Dec 3rd ‘92, Feb 4th ‘93,
Mar 4th ‘93 and Apr 1st ‘93. Each lecture will,
as before, begin at 2pm.

If any member has any thoughts or ideas on
speakers or content, or who may help in arrang-
ing worthwhile material that will be of interest
to others, please let me know. Tel: 0298-
813374.

Education: There are two Northern Region
seminars: Oct 14th at Askham Bryan College
and Oct 16th at Reaseheath. Both are one day
workshops and cover Toro irrigation (am) and
Toro machinery (pm). Numbers limited to 40 at
each venue. The cost is £15 to include meals.
All bookings and money must be sent directly to
Bob Lupton, 23 Hinchliffe Ave., Baildon, W.
Yorkshire. Tel:0274 590463.

Competitions: The Annual Golf Tournament
was held at Buxton High Peak GC on July 6.
Forty competitors took part in the 27 hole com-
petition, which was an excellent turn-out.
Thanks must go to Barry Heaney for all the
arrangements and organisation, also to Patrick
Heaney and his staff for the superb presentation
of the course. Thanks to Sandra, the clubhouse
manageress, for looking after us and making us
feel so welcome.

A big thank-you to the trade members — Brian
Booth (Rigby Taylor), Peter Fell (Atkins), Steve
Boroughs (Amenity Turf Supplies), for attend-
ing the event and also donating prizes. The
most thanks of all must go to Buxton High Peak
GC and their captain, Russ Metcalfe, for hosting
the event. The captain played with us in the
competition, attended the dinner and presented
the prizes. His support for the competition and
the greenkeepers was evident and very much
appreciated by all.

Results: Low gross: Martin Scorthern (Wolla-
ton Park), playing off plus one, had an excellent
score of 107 to win the Scratch Trophy. Other
results (all nett) 1st Robert Needham (Wortley
GC) 92, 2nd Michael Crossland (Silkstone) 97,
3rd Steven Holmes (Notts GC) 99 (on back
nine) 4th Ian Whitehead (Hallamshire GC) 99.
Congratulations to all prize winners. I hope you
will all support the event next year.

Please ‘phone me with news of happenings so
that I can inform our members eg. job changes;

- marriages; retirements etc. Or drop
me a line at Stoneyford, Chapel-En-
Le-Frith, Stockport, Cheshire. Tel:
0298 813374.

JANE RYAN

SURREY

Following Nick Faldo’s Open Championship vic-
tory, another notable English win occurred at
Reigate Heath GC on July 28th. Having lost the
annual England v Scotland match over the pre-
vious three years, England hit back to thrash
the Scots by 3- 2 with one halved match, this to
regain the trophy! Thanks to Reigate Heath GC
for granting us courtesy and to Derek Walder
for the impressive condition of this fine course.

Another notable performance recently to
hand was that of Jim Hunter, who recorded a
nett 61 at Chelmsford in the Iseki Regional
Finals.

Following the success of our three lectures
last winter, your committee are currently mak-
ing arrangements for a repeat performance. Full
details will appear next month, but if any mem-
bers can offer lecture facilities, or wish to make
a presentation themselves at a future winter lec-
ture, please contact a member of the commit-
tee.

The committee are also considering running a
mini-bus (or coach) to the BTME show at Har-
rogate in January. We plan to travel to Harro-
gate early one morning, stop overnight, and
return the following evening. The section will
cover the cost of transport. Once again, it is
essential that interested parties make prompt
contact with a committee member.

Finally, following a recent magazine report
about a current greenkeeper who also enjoys
the unusual position of club captain, it has been
brought to my attention that Mick Connors also
enjoyed this privilege, having been club captain
at The Drift in the mid eighties.

Forthcoming fixtures: Sept 24th — Parkers
Salver at Surbiton GC. Oct 29th — Autumn
Tournament at Worplesdon GC. Please send
entries ASAP as places are limited.

ROGER TYDEMAN

NORTH WEST

Unlike our cricketing cousins, rain did not stop
play on Thursday July 9th when we held our
Summer Meeting at Worsley GC. Howard
McAddey and his staff had prepared this well-
established course to perfection and although
the weather was not on its best behaviour, the
course most definitely was! I would like to
thank Worsley GC for allowing us the courtesy
of the course and the caterers for a splendid
meal. Thanks also to Rufford Top Dress and ICI
for helping to swell the prize table. The winners
were: 1st T Manning 80-10=70. 2nd J Pearson
84-13=71. 3rd P Thomas 89-18=71. 4th J Far-
rimond 74-3=71. 5th C Sheehan 85-14=71 6th
W Merritt 80-9=71.

The last golf fixture for 1992 will be the
Autumn Tournament at Dunham Forest GC on
Thursday Oct 8th. The cost will be £12 and all
entries must be in by Oct 2nd to allow catering
arrangements to be made. Tee times will be
allocated upon registration and all enquiries

should be addressed to Paul Pearse, 1 Swan
Close, Poynton, Stockport SK12 1HX. Paul’s
‘phone number is 0625 859258. Proper dress is
essential and entrants must also bring their
membership cards with them.

On Friday Oct 16th a workshop day will be
presented by TORO at Reaseheath College of
Agriculture. Maximum numbers will be set at
40, so get your name in early — first come, first
served! The programme is split into two sec-
tions: Irrigation am, Machinery pm. The cost is
just £15, which includes coffee and lunch. All
bookings/enquiries to Bob Lupton, 23 Hinch-
cliffe Ave., Baildon, Shipley, W. Yorks. BD17
6QY. Be sure to enclose a cheque for £15.

BERT CROSS

SOUTH WEST

Paul Godwin of Tracy Park ‘spreadeagled’ the
field at the recent section Summer Champi-
onship. Played at the prestigious Cotswold Hills
Golf Club, venue of this years’ Gloucestershire
County Championship, Paul shot an excellent
one under par round of 69 gross, which from
his five handicap was good enough to win the
tournament by five shots. This was Pauls’ first
win in a section event, all the more deserved
following his recovery from a recent illness.
Overall Winner: P. Godwin (Tracy Park) 69-5
=64. Division 1. 1st. P. Thorn (Tracy Park) 74
-4 =70. 2nd. P. Worster (Minchinhampton) 75
-3 =72.

Division 2. 1st C. Sealey (Chippenham) 96 -26
=70 2nd P. Baynton (Long Ashton) 98 -26
=72.

Thanks to Cotswold Hills GC, particularly the
Club staff, and to Club captain Keith Loose-
more, who gave so much to the evening.
Thanks also to sponsors: County Mowers, Toro,
Roffey Bros., Avoncrop, Sisis, Rigby Taylor and
I1.C.1. We are indebted to you all.

& Ransomes have made a generous
offer of transport to and from their
factory for a guided tour of those
machines we all love so dearly
(most of the time), Keep your
diaries free!

PAUL WORSTER

MID ANGLIA

Bedfordshire Golf Club was the venue for our
Summer Competition on July 7th (ladies Day!),
a 36 hole medal which attracted 28 greenkeep-
ers and 2 trade members. One of the trade
members, Mick Franklin of Boughton Loam (a
member of The Bedfordshire), posted the best
score of the day, but could not win the prize.
Well done anyway, Mick!

Alan Grew (Berkhamsted) won the day with
a 65/67 =132. In second place was Dave Piggot
(Leighton Buzzard) with 66/67 =133. Third
place was won by Paris Rainer (Woburn), with
68/66 =134. Fourth was Gary Boulton
(Berkhamsted) with 65/71 =136. Fifth = 51
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CLIPPINGS

LITTER

Clean up in a big way
with the versatile
BROUWER VAC

PROFESSIONAL

For sales, service and next day parts delivery

Dutton, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 4LL
Tel: (0928) 719336 Fax: (0928) 710329
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A clean

edestrian, trailed or tractor-

mounted using vacuum, flail or
brush, the range of cleaning and col-
lecting equipment available has grown
dramatically in recent years, with more
than 20 manufacturers now offering
machines capable of collecting
unwanted material from turf.

With the pressure still very much on
the purse strings at most golf clubs,
versatility is a key factor when consid-
ering the best machine for all-round
course cleaning and maintenance
requirements. Manufacturers have
recognised this need and are now
offering uprated equipment and addi-
tional attachments to extend the year-
round work capabilities of their
machines.

Amazone’s Groundkeeper, acknowl-
edged for its flail mowing and litter,
leaf and grass collecting abilities, can
now be fitted with a new narrow-pro-
file scarifying blade for improved treat-
ment of thatch on fine turf areas. The

2mm blades, which are reversible, can
be used on their own or in conjunction
with the mowing flails. Groundkeeper
models are available for compact and
larger tractors and there is a high-tip
version for those needing to cart refuse
away by trailer or pick-up.

A high-tip facility, giving a clearance
of more than 2m (78in), is said to bea
special feature of Bomford’s new Bar
racuda cutter collector, available in
1.2m and 1.5m (4ft and 5ft) working
widths for tractors of 35hp upwards.
The machines have a full-width height
control roller and free-swinging flails
which cut, collect and lacerate material
before throwing it into the large rear
hopper which tips for emptying.

A compact tractor version of the
long-established Sisis Litamisa, known
appropriately as the Litamina, gives
greenkeepers the ability to sweep and
collect much nearer to putting areas
than before, due to its narrower work-
ing width and 50% lower weight.

ANDREWS LTD
1 Bilton Industrial Estate, Bracknell, Berks

Tel: 0344 862111

- The ultimate clean-up machine!

BILLY GOAT VQ

Collects leaves and litter

at a stroll with
very little

noise.
Ask for a
demonstration

a0 %






