Sports turf drainage

Drainage: a vital role to play

n awareness of the increased demand for
A‘i)mproved standards of sportsturf surfaces is
ne that rings especially true for golf courses.
Players rightly expect better surfaces as standards of
play improve. Increasingly these expectations grow
higher and golfers want facilities year round, not just
in the summer months. For financial reasons golf
course owners also want to increase the intensity of
use and extend the season and it is not surprising that
much of the £100 million spent each year on main-
taining Britain’s courses is devoted to the improve-
ment of playing conditions.

Against this background drainage obviously has a
vital role to play, for efficient drainage is an essential
in maintaining a good playing surface.

Loss of use due to waterlogging or turf damage can
result in a games backlog, dissatisfied players and
even serious financial losses, whereas an efficient
drainage scheme will eliminate waterlogging, reduce
compaction, allow easier maintenance and more flexi-
ble management of valuable resources. This in turn
will result in improved soil structure, fewer weeds,
better sward and more economical use of fertilisers.

The Land Drainage Contractors Association (LDCA)
recognises the need to promote and maintain high
standards in drainage and regards as equally impor-
tant that professional design and expert installation
are essentials to successful drainage schemes.

LDCA SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SECTION
The specialised nature and requirements of golf
course drainage and the need to use experienced con-
tractors with the necessary special equipment caused
the LDCA to form a Sportsturf Drainage Section some
3 years ago. Membership of the Section identifies
contractors who are experienced in sportsturf work,
employ experienced staff, operate appropriate equip-
ment and use BSI materials installed to the high stan-
dards laid down in the Association’s ‘Guidelines for
Sportsturf Drainage Installation’.

These guidelines have been compiled by the LDCA
to assist those involved in specifying, designing,
installing and maintaining drainage works for
amenity use.

Members of the Section undertake to supply and
use materials to the recommended standards and to
maintain the standards of workmanship contained in
the Guidelines.

The LDCA is a trade association whose members
include drainage contractors, manufacturers and suppli-
ers of drainage machinery, pipes and other products.

In March the LDCA Sportsturf Drainage Section is
holding a seminar at Ascot Racecourse to present
aspects of design, machinery and materials for sport-
sturf drainage with accounts of costs and benefits
from user case studies.

Attendance by invitation, together with details of

(

LAND DRAINAGE

AGRICULTURAL, CIVIL AND AMENITY

DRAINAGE
PROBLEMS?

We are acknowledged experts in all types of land

MEIKLEM

drainage, from initial survey to project completion.

We have a wealth of practical experience in working with
a wide range of clients, in all forms of land use, including
sporting, amenity, agricultural, public works, general
construction and civil engineering.

We have particular expertise in solving the complex
problems often associated with sports grounds, golf
courses, bowling greens, parks, gardens etc. and
have a proven track record at some of the leading
sporting venues in the Country.

Don’t get bogged down with your drainage
problems - contact Meiklem Land Drainage today
for a survey and estimate without obligation.

Finance available on L.D.C.A. Loan Scheme.
Written details on request.

SUNNYSIDE FARM, BLAIRADAM, KELTY, FIFE KY4 OHY. TEL: 0383 830217.
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Hydraway- 7

Less th
Less t

COUPLAND

& Co. (Drainage) Ltd.

AGRICULTURAL LAND
DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

30 years’ experience

Modern Equipment - Skilled Operators
Draincleaning Equipment
Ditching, Bulldozing and Soil Carting

MAIN ROAD, CARRINGTON, BOSTON

TELEPHONE:
BOSTON (0205) 480340
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(Contracts) LTD.
MEMBERS OF THE LAND DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

he Bush Turfcare Drainage System utilises the revolutionary AGRICULTURAL LAND DRAINAGE AND

MONSANTO HYDRAWAY ® Sportsdrain, a tough, flexible SPORTS TURF SPECIALISTS
geocomposite component of permanent structure.

The Bush Turfcare Drainage System has been specifically LAND DRAINAGE WORKS
developed so as to provide a highly desirable free draining surface - Stockists of all Land Drainage products - Farm Water Supplies
immediately, completely free from excavation and installation spoils -Land Clearance - Site Excavations - Lakes and Ponds dug and cleaned
and instantly available for recreational use and sportsfield activities - Septic Tanks Supplied and Installed - Garden Drainage
of all kinds. - All Weather Horse Arenas - All Groundworks Road and Sewers

The Bush Turfcare Drainage System may be introduced into any PLANT HIRE
existing drainage scheme with minimal disruption, having the added - Hymacs - Hitachi 120's - Liebherr 900's - MF 50D's & 50H's
advantage that after installation, secondary treatment is only (some available with 4 in 1 buckets) - JCB's 3CX's with 4 wheel drive &
necessary to perhaps remove surface compaction. 4in 1 bucket - Tipper Lorries - Komatsu D60A Bulldozer - Low Loaders, efc.

The Bush Turfcare Drainage System using the Monsanto
Hydraway ® Sportsdrain is a more effective drainage system than an
80mm diameter pipe. It performs more efficiently due to its higher All Weather Horse Riding Arenas
effective drainage surface. It is installed into a 30mm slot trench (less
than the size of a golf ball) and once installed affords a permanent
permeable passage for unwanted water.

The Bush Turfcare Drainage System is a high quality system, Distributors of all Auto Plus and Aqua Land Drainage Products, etc.
installed with specialised equipment to a very high standard, tidily, A7\
quickly and at as much as 50% less in cost than a conventional \\\\ [y ,'/1/ AN
pipework system. /‘4 m L TRSEN

The Bush Turfcare Drainage System is highly recommended for )
use in the following situations: J"T}

Golf Courses, All Ball-Game Pitches, Race Courses, Airfields,
Recreational & Grass Landscaped Areas. In fact if it is worth draining
it is worth installing a
Bush Turfcare Drainage System
Telephone:
A Permanent Permeable Passage
Bush Turfcare, 6 St Davids Close, Forest Farm, Leicester Forest East, Leicester LE3 3LU. BAGS H OT (0276) 73600 & 71 777
Tel No. 0533 386225 qu: (0276) 51 727
Monsanto HOME FARM, CHURCH ROAD, WINDLESHAM, SURREY
Monsanto Plc, 2nd Floor, Thames Tower, Burleys Way, Leicester LE1 3TR
Tel No. 0533 620864. au ESTABLISHED 1970
(® Hydraway is a Registered Trade Mark of Monsanto. RZESF
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Sports turf drainage

the Association, may be obtained from: Land
Drainage Contractors Association, N.A.C, Stoneleigh,
Kenilworth, Warwicks. CV8 2LG.

Tel: 0203 — 696683.

WELBOURNE SPORTSGROUNDS LTD

As members of both BALI and LDCA, Welbourne are
well equipped to undertake all forms of design, con-
struction, drainage and maintenance associated with
golf courses. Their team have the latest technology,
together with expertise gathered over some 25 years,
to handle any drainage problem associated with poor
soil or compaction and can design and install systems
to the very highest standards with minimum disrup-
tion to existing playing surfaces.

M J ABBOTT LTD
Michael Abbott, himself an expert in this field with
over 20 years experience, has gathered a team of
trained personnel to undertake planning, design and
construction of sportsturf drainage schemes, together
with experts in the use of laser-controlled Hoes
trenching machines. Their wide-ranging services
include drainage installation at construction stage or
in existing playing conditions, utilising trenchers with
automatic collection of spoils.

Sand grooving, gravel moling and verti-draining are
also offered.
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PIPEWISE

Pipewise has given specialist service in plastics for 10
years, supplying the construction industry with sys-
tems for water supply and drainage. Their compre-
hensive range lends itself as an indispensable service
to both existing golf courses for improvements and for
new course construction. Getting water to the course
is seen as only half the problem, with quick, effective
drainage of surplus water from greens and fairways
also essential. Pipewise are major bulk stockists of
plastic drainage systems widely used in course con-
struction, and cover the whole of Southern England,
from the Midlands down, from depots in Bristol and
Dorchester.

CAMBS DRAINAGE CO

Recognising that the construction of good greens forms
a major portion of the cost of building a course, The
‘Cambridge’ green is a carefully calculated scientific
design utilising specialised equipment to create high
quality greens at less than half the price of orthodox
methods. Hydraulic Continuity is a key factor in the
Cambridge technique. The sand based surface is linked
to a sand matrix which in turn is part of the drainage
system. Although the surface is sand based, the deeper
root zone is essentially soil, giving a putting surface
with the best of both worlds — good playing character
and strong, healthy, easily mantained turf.
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The Monsanto Bush
Turfcare unit in action.

BUSH TURFCARE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
| The Bush Turfcare Drainage System utilises the
| revolutionary Monsanto Hydraway R Sportsdrain
— a tough, flexible geocomposite component of
permznent structure. This system has been
#8 specifically developed to provide an immediately
&y free draining surface — the ideal choice for golf-
| ing applications — without any necessity for exca-
vation and installation spoils, thus instantly avail-
able for any golfing surface. This Bush Turfcare
System may be introduced into any existing
drainage system with minimal disruption, with the
added advantage that after installation, secondary
treatment may only be necessary perhaps to remove
surface compaction.

W. J. MEDHURST & CO (CONTRACTS) LTD.
Founded in 1970, Medhurst’s make a speciality of
sportsturf drainage for golf courses, carrying out
works for local authorities and the private sector.
Their Plant Hire division has both large and mini
excavators available and they are distributors of Auto
Plas and Aqualand drainage products. Most recently
they completed the drainage and earth moving work
at the new nine hole course situated on 50 acres at
Addlestone, nr Chertsey, for Activity Enterprises; and
anticipate further activity on land drainage for two
new courses proposed in the Surrey area. As mem-

bers of LDCA they proudly claim a complete service
covering not only golf course work but also the instal-
lation of septic tanks, ground works, roads, sewers
and all-weather horse arenas.

MEIKLEM LAND DRAINAGE

Meiklem have a proven record in specialist drainage
spanning more than 24 years. M.D., John Meiklem, is
aware of no simple answer to drainage problems and
recognises that each project needs individual assess-
ment if the most efficient and cost-effective solution is
to be implemented. Recently, Meiklem's acted as
main contractors for improvements on the New and
Jubilee Courses at St Andrews.

A drainage system designed to lower the water
table by some 2 metres was installed, with a 5 metre
deep pump chamber, 2 submersible pumps and over
2000 metres of graded piping to carry over 3/4 mil-
lion gallons of water per day to an existing reservoir.
This water may then be used for irrigation or pumped
to sea through existing pipes and outfall. The work
was done with both courses still in play.

The Company is also acting as main contractor for
the under drainage scheme on the new St Andrews
Strathyrum course, where 90 acres of the course is
networked with a deep drainage system through a
sand base 2 metres thick. The piping used had to be
filter wrapped to prevent sand blockage. =1

&\ AGRIPOWER .-

SPORTSTURF

SPORTSFIELD CONSTRUCTION
IN
GRASS OR SYNTHETICS

DRAINAGE - SANDBANDING
VERTIDRAIN HIRE
STONE PICKING
CULTIVATIONS
MACHINERY HIRE

Head Office: 02406 6776
Midlands/North: 0543 250010
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M J ABBOTT Ltd

Land Drainage and Water Engineers

e COMPREHENSIVE SPORTSFIELD
DRAINAGE SERVICE, USING THE
LATEST EQUIPMENT

¢ IRRIGATION SYSTEMS: DESIGN
THROUGH TO COMPLETION

¢ PLANNING, DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION OF BOREHOLES
FOR PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY

BRATCH LANE
DINTON - SALISBURY
WILSHIRE - SP3 5EB

Tel: 0722 716361 (5 lines)
Fax: 0722 716828
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The iron swoops in perfectly. Contact is
sweet and true. Your eyes roll upwards to
follow the ball as it lifts steeply on course
for the next hole.
Beneath your feet
the turf is virtually
intact, only the
minimum divot dis-
lodged. Recovery is
rapid because you have just tee'd off
on Techturf — the toughest growing
surface that money can buy.

The Techturf System brings together

advanced technology and the best of

TOUGH TURF NATURALLY

EIA)

\

nature, giving a surface that has an
unparalleled ability to stay flat, dry and
healthy. The massive root structure
is augmented by a
random matrix of unique
micro-grids which ensure
that any damage inflicted
will heal rapidly and
completely.

If your course has not yet discovered
the benefits of Techturf, find out how
you can ensure that the grass keeps
growing beneath your feet by sending

for the full facts today.

ystem is tough
o syrface _—

SEND FOR FULL DETAILS TO:
BritAg Industries Ltd, Waterfront House
Skeldergate Bridge, York YOI 1DR

NAME

ADDRESS

&
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Advanced
Turf System
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NOTHING STANDS IN THE WAY
OF OUR CYLINDERS.

“Nothing stands in the way of our methods of production and heat treatment
replacement cylinders.... sticks, stones, tin enable us to manufacture products that are
cans, glass bottles, golf tees, etc.” renowned for their accuracy and reliability,
A statement you have probably heard time therefore giving you a longer working life
and fime again but never been able fo and a cleaner cut.
believe, unfil now.

At Supreme Mowing we not only stafe There is a cylinder fo fit any make and
this fact, but more importantly guarantee our size of mower, Ransomes... Toro...
replacement cylinders against breakage Jacobson... Dennis... Shanks... Atco...
upon hitting @ Nickerson... Agria...
movable object. Hayter... Greens...

The use of the National...
finest Brifish Steels Morrison...
and advanced Sabo...
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Wet Moor Lane, Wath-Upon—Dearne, Rotherham, S63 7LR. Tel: (0709) 873436 Fax: (0709) 878005
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Praise for ‘the man
with a mission’

The making of golf history has ensured that the name
of Park will forever be remembered, Old Willie Park
being the first ever winner of The Open Championship
in 1860, and again in 1863, 1866 and 1875. His son
Willie Park Jnr. was no mean golfer either, winning
The Open in 1887 and 1889 before becoming the first
in a long and distinguished line of golf course archi-
tects, producing such masterpieces as Sunningdale
0Old, West Hill and Huntercombe.

Eddie Park, pictured, was not, to my knowledge,
descended from Old Willie. There is no doubt how-
ever that he is deserving of equal praise and recogni-
tion for his great contribution to a lesser known and
far less feted part of the golf scene — the good manage-
ment of the golf course.

There can be few greenkeepers who have not heard
the name Eddie Park, though perhaps younger ones
will be less aware of the huge service this man did for
our industry and for the wisdom he expounded
throughout his lifetime.

Eddie, who died just under two years ago, was con-
sidered by all who knew him as one of the country’s
leading experts on greenkeeping and course mainte-

REAL GOLF

- the collected articles
of Eddie and Nicholas
Park - (hardback, 168
pages with many colour
illustrations) is pub-
lished by Quick & Sons.
It may be obtained, at
£19.00 post inclusive,
from: Nancie Park, Hard-
knott, Lindrick Road,
Woodsetts, Nr WORK-
SOP, Notts, S81 8BAY.

nance, an expertise culled from enthusiasm gained
over a lifetime of golfing and gained, not as one might
imagine through greenkeeping or as an agronomist,
but as one for whom course maintenance was a
hobby.

Eddie Park was actually a dental surgeon, though
early exposure at St Bees school in Cumberland gave
him an everlasting passion for golf and his first chance
to become actively involved when, at the age of 16, he
looked after the maintenance of the school’s small
course.

The bug had hit, and thereafter Eddie Park became
a man with a mission, the betterment of golf condi-
tions in Great Britain. A talented student and a com-
pulsive reader, his knowledge grew and his eloquent
words widely respected, for he was no paper tiger,
rather the quintessential practitioner.

Throughout his life he was a member of four clubs,
latterly associated with Lindrick Golf Club, of which
he was Captain in 1975. He was also a prolific writer
on the subject of course maintenance and improve-
ment and it is for this reason we fete him here.

Much, indeed most, of Eddie’s writing was in the
form of magazine articles and he was widely pub-
lished in Golf Monthly and Greenkeeper. Many green-
keepers were wise enough to keep copies of his arti-
cles, together with the equally important writings of
his son Nicholas, and to this day will often produce a

you exactly where you've
sprayed. The distinctive blue
colour helps to eliminate
skips and overlaps, saving
you time and money.

Now, Turf Mark is available
in convenient, water soluble
packets. Turf Mark WSP is a
dry flowable formulation of
liquid Turf Mark. It is the most
convenient and easy-to-use
blue spray pattern indicator
available. Turf Mark WSP dis-

MARK

NOW! Turf Mark’ Blue Spray Pattern Indicator
Is Available In Convenient Water Soluble Packets!

Turf Mark®. . . the professional’s way to apply
liquid pesticides and fertilisers. Turf Mark shows

Becker-Underwood, Inc.
801 Dayton Avenue * Ames, lowa 50010, USA
1-515-232-5907 « FAX: 1-515-232-5961

solves quickly and completely in the spray tank,
leaving no residue to clo? screens or nozzles. With

Turt Mark WSP, you virtually
eliminate applicator contact,
container disposal, mixing
and handling problems. It is
completely compatible with
liquid pesticides and fertil-
isers. And, it cleans up easily
from equipment.

For more information on
Turf Mark WSP or other
Becker-Underwood
products, ring your distrib-
utor, Maxwell Hart Ltd at
Wokingham on (0734)
78565% or at Warrington
on (0925) 825501. AD
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TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE SAMPLE OF TURF MARK WSP PLEASE COMPLETE
THE MAXWELL HART REPLY PAID CARD FACING PAGE 56 IN THIS MAGAZINE
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photocopied fragment in order to put across a par-
ticular point to a new chairman of green.

But magazines are by their very nature disposable
and easily lost, spoiled or mislaid. Now, through
the good grace and infinite good sense of Mrs Nan-
cie Park, the complete collection of her husband’s
articles - including some hitherto unpublished
pieces, are available in book form under the beguil-
ing title of PURE GOLF.

And what a brilliant book it is, crammed to capac-
ity with informed comment and properly researched
data that should - indeed must — be required read-
ing for anyone involved in the preparation or man-
agement of a golf course.

This reviewer is in no doubt that the book will
quickly become a standard work of reference for the
greenkeeping profession, especially those set on a
turfgrass management course at a BIGGA approved
college. That it might be obligatory reading for
EVERY club member who serves on a green commit-
tee, will, I believe, be the devout New Year wish of
every thinking greenkeeper. If committee men
choose to ‘ignore it, and miss the fundamental
importance of good husbandry that it preaches, it
will be at their peril.

Pests and diseases
handbook is a must

A new book specifically aimed at the greenkeeper is
always something that we applaud, and applause is
indeed worthy for the concise little paperback most
recently issued by the STRI and written by an old
favourite of ours, Plant Pathologist Dr Neil Baldwin.

As golf expands even more rapidly the control of
pests and diseases plays an ever more important
role in fine turfgrass care and we are well aware
that demand for guidance is continuous.

Thus the writer has concentrated his information
specifically at the pests and diseases which occur on
cool season turfgrasses — essentially the UK and
western Europe — and applies his practical skill in
identifying both symptoms and treatment of the
bacteria and viruses that are able to cause such seri-
ous damage to turf in the UK.

The range of pest problems, considered minor
when compared to some that are experienced in
areas other than western Europe, are largely con-
fined to exploring and seeking solutions to earth-
worm casting and a few insect species such as
leatherjackets, millipedes, frit fly and wire-worms.

Essentially a practical guide, this is no dry — as
dust tome for the scientist or boffin, rather an infor-
mative and well illustrated practitioner’s manual
which the greenkeeper will turn to again and again
for guidance when identifying a problem, or for
simple reassurance that he is on the correct path to
eradication.

This is the third completely revised edition of the
booklet, much expanded to incorporate new infor-
mation gleaned from recent research.

TURFGRASS PESTS AND DISEASES - By Dr Neil

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL January/February 1991

Baldwin (72 pages including 32 colour photographs) is
published by The Sports Turf Research Institute, BIN-
GLEY, West Yorkshire, BD16 1AU. £5.50 post inclu-
sive.

How to settle those
19th hole arguments

The first World Scientific Congress of Golf was held
in July at St Andrews, bringing together many of the
great practitioners and researchers in an attempt to
bridge the gap from both directions. It has become
clear that scientific information about golf is increas-
ing, whilst at the same time players and their
coaches (and indeed golf greenkeepers) are being
confronted with problems where science can help to
provide a solution.

I am not a scientist, nor do I have a particularly
scientific background, but I found the technical mat-
ter and corresponding data gathered within the arti-
cles published of huge interest. Quite apart from the
sheer fun of discovery there is pleasure in actually
knowing something; rather than just thinking you
know, and a few hours spent in study will arm the
reader with material to settle any nineteenth — hole
argument (and indeed many of the clap-trap claims
made by equipment manufacturers).

Sub-divided into four sections: Human Factors;
Performance Statistics; Technology and Equipment;
and Golf Course Management and the Environment,
the whole book is a mind blowing catalogue of new
found truths, conflicting viewpoints, dispelled myths
and damned lies exposed.

SCIENCE AND GOLF - edited by A J Cochran, (hard-
back 374 pages) is the pr dings of the First World
Congress of Golf Published by E .& F. N. Spon.
£28.50.

History brought to life
at Royal Liverpool

The Royal Liverpool Golf Club has been the venue
for The Open and other major championships from
its infancy. It is steeped in history and has produced
many distinguished players.

Many truly great writers have written enthusiasti-
cally about the links. This is the life of those links
and the golfers who have played over it.

The early history is brought to life by Bernard Dar-
win and Guy Farrar, with fascinating Open accounts
woven by the winners themselves. These include
Harold Hilton, Sandy Herd, J H Taylor, Walter
Hagen, Bobby Jones and Fred Daly.

But this anthology is not just about great events.
The Royal Liverpool Club features equally strongly
and in time to come this book may well be regarded
as the finest anthology published about a Club and
its golf course.

GOLF AT HOYLAKE - edited by John Behrand and
John Graham, (hardback 171 pages) is published by
Grant Books, Victoria Square, Droitwich, WR9 8DE at
£22 post inclusive.




“As an all-purpose truck the
Pro-Hauler is absolutely
ideal, it finds new jobs for

Mark Root
Head Greenkeeper
NORTHAMPTON GOLF CLUB

“We can’t understand
how we did without it”
says Mark Root of
Northampton Golf Club,
“Not only can you load
the rear platform but
tow a trailer as well, it’s
extremely reliable and
doesn’t mark the turf”

N

Anyone with a requirement for a sturdy half ton capacity, go anywhere ATV,
has to consider the benefits of the Yamaha Pro-Hauler.

Whether for the optional turf tyre model for covering sensitive surfaces, or the
standard all-terrain machine, the powerful OHV engine, heavy duty suspension
and flexible dual range transmission ensure outstanding performance all
year round.

Wherever there’s a requirement for a hard pulling, load lugging work-horse with
reliability and economy, there’ll be one of the range of Yamaha ATV’s on the job.

e o R

i

YFM 200 DX YFM 250 YFM 350 4 x 4
For full colour illustrated brochure and details of your nearest dealer, comPIetc the
coupon and send to: Power Products Division, Mitsui Machinery Sales (UK) Ltd.,
Oakcroaft Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9 1SA. Tel: 081 397 5111.
. Gl 191
NAME

ADDRESS

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES .
Occupation Age 16 or under [_| Age over 16 ]
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PLAYING
SURFACE,

par none!

Whether you're constructing a new
green, or repairing an old one, the final surface
must be the same... pure, true and firm.

And there’s no better start than laying GREEN
KING turf from Tillers.

That’s because GREEN KING is grown
using the best possible varieties of fescue and
bent — Bardot, Sefton, Center and Oriflamme.
Varieties that have been bred to survive under

close mowing. Compact, dense and fine leaved.

GREEN KING
And because GREEN KING is grown on

sand you'll never get water standing on your
greens. All designed to keep the members on

the course, and not on your back.

Ask about our tees turf, too, by calling

free on our Adviceline 0800 591666.

3 1L E.- RS

pioneers in turf technology

Tillers Turf Company Ltd., Castlethorpe, Brigg, South Humberside
DN20 9LG. Telephone: 0652 650555. Fax: 0652 650064.
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DEVON AND CORNWALL

Over 60 members attended our AGM, held on November
13 at the Pingle Glen Leisure Complex near Exeter. First
on our agenda was the Foursomes Competition for-the
TORO Trophy, with prizes kindly donated by Green-
lands SW Ltd.

Results were:
1st: J Breyley (Churston) and N Pring (Padbrook) - 39
points; 2nd: K Broad (Fingle Glen) and M Pike
(Elfordleigh) - 37 points; 3rd: G Child (Churston) and P
Newcombe (East Devon) - 36 points.

Our thanks to Greenlands SW Ltd for the donation of
prizes and to Mr Breading and his staff for providing
such fine food and service. A special thanks must go to
Bill Pile and his green staff for presenting the course in
such excellent condition and to Fingle Glen for allowing
the section to use their superb facilities.

AGM Details: 1) Section accounts: These were circu-
lated and their acceptance proposed by J Mitchell, sec-
onded by B Pile. 2) Election of Regional Officer: With
only one name put forward, Jeff Mills was elected. 3)
Venues and Speakers: Members were informed of the
intended venues for 1991-92 and were asked to propose
venues for the season of 1992-93. Speakers were dis- .
cussed for next season’s meetings and the possibility of John Breyley - Churston
raising trade sponsorship to help cover some of the Golf Club. One of the Toro
speakers’ costs. ; foursomes winners.

The season for Devon and Cornwall runs from October through April and our pro-
gramme for 1991-92 is as follows:

October: Carlyon Bay; November: Bude - AGM; December: Okehampton; February: St
Enedoc - M Jones; March: Bigbury; April: Launceston - Guest Day.

Looking ahead to 1992-93 our programme is:

October: Warren; November: China Fleet - AGM; December: Okehampton; February: Per-
ranporth; March: Woodbury; April: Launceston - Guest Day

Concluding our business, the Chairman read aloud a letter from our Regional Adminis-
trator. This, backed by the R & A relates to training and pay of greenkeepers, thus ensur-
ing the sound future of golf courses in this country. If any member is experiencing trou-
ble with their Club regarding this matter, the letter can be sent to their Club by contacting
Gordon Child, Archways, Churston Ferrers, Nr Brixham, Devon. Tel: 0803 844056.

Our Christmas meeting, returning again to Oakhampton Golf Club, was attended by 85
members and guests, with members playing a Greensome Stableford for the P J Flogg
Trophy. We are grateful to the Club for use of their facilities and to Richard Wisdom and
his staff for a course in excellent condition. Winners were N Pring and R Hall, scoring a
brilliant 25 on the back nine. Following a superb Christmas Lunch Patrick Flegg of P J
Flegg Ltd presented the prizes to: 1) N Pring (Padbrook) and R Hall (Padbrook) 48
points; 2) D Parr (Truro) and K Kellow (Falmouth) 41 points; 3) R Whyman (Bude) and
B Ridgeway (Fingle Glen) 40 points.

Our entertainer was the very funny David Jade, who was presented with an Associa-
tion tie. Thanks to generous donations, we held two Christmas raffles, the first being for
the Avon Crop and Monro Hampers. These were presented by Rod Feltham and Mike
Berriman to winners N Stonelake and R Hall.

RICHARD WHYMAN

NORTHERN

A glorious day brought out 30 or more members to our annual Christmas golf day at
South Leeds Golf Club. Nearly everyone was a prizewinner of some sort and I hope
everyone enjoyed the day. After a hearty meal many people stayed on for the section
AGM, during which some new faces were voted on o the Committee. I hope the newcom-
ers will gain wisdom from the old hands still serving and put their knowledge to good
use.

The new Committee is:

President: W Mountain; Chairman: P Taylor; Vice Chairman: B Carr; Secretary/Treasurer:
B Lupton; Committee: G
Oxley, M Lealman, D Cockburn, A Gamble, C Garnett, G Hope, T Jarvis and E Paley

Committee man Graham Hope has the champagne on ice with much to celebrate. First
his marriage to Diane and now a new job, moving from Moor Allerton to be head man at
South Leeds. Last, but not least, I understand that the patter of tiny feet is expected in
the not too distant future.

Golf is now finished until Spring and our only chance to meet together is at Winter lec-
tures. What a pity more people do not support both their section and our speakers on
these occasions. Our lecture in November unfortunately clashed with a football match on
TV and despite being a video recording age, only 12 people, which included trade or
retired members, could be bothered to turn up. It is very disappointing for all concerned
that these events are not better supported, as a great deal of work goes into organising
them on YOUR BEHALF. Please, in future, do try to get along to these events, if only to
enjoy a chinwag and a pint. Bring along your assistant or even a Club Committee man.

Some dates to note are:

Wednesday, February 13th, 2.00 pm at West Bowling Golf Club, Bradford. Eddie
Stead will talk to us on four wheel drive tractors. A provisional booking for March 20th is
that of EFG Halifax and Iseki, both of whom will talk to us on their product ranges. 1do
sincerely hope to see more faces this year and also look forward to seeing many of our
members at BTME in Harrogate during the week commencing January 21.

BOB LUPTON
® Continued on Page 52



