
CHEMVAULT 
FROM PORTASTOR SAFETY & SECURITY PRODUCTS 

V ^ ^ FULLY LABORATORY TESTED FOR 
THE SAFE AND SECURE STORAGE 
OF PESTICIDES., 
• FIVE SIZES 
• USE INDOORS 

OR OUT 
• FULLY WALK-

IN BUILDING 
ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

J§f§r 
ACT 1974 

• HFL/LPG REGULATIONS 1 1972 

1928 and 193b 

For more details contact Richard Lewis 
on 0904 624872 or write to 
PORTASTOR PRODUCTS (4/K017/P) 
PORTASILO Ltd. YORK, Y03 9PR. 
FAX 0904 611760 
PORTA-, PORTASTOR, GUARDIAN and CHEMVAULT are registered trademarks. 
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GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

BETTACOURSE LTD 
is an independent Golf Course Project Managment 
Company which offers professional on-site 
supervision and management, including . . . 

• Co-ordination and Programming of Works 

• Liason between Client, Architect and 
Contractors 

• Full Budgeting Control 

• Overseeing all types of Construction and 
Finishing 

Our experience is derived from over 16 years 
within the golfing industry and project managing 
golf course construction in Germany, Greece, 
Portugal and the UK. 

If you are considering any type of golfing projects 
and wish to ensure that the work is carried out 
professionally, contact DAVID LUCAS 

BETTACOURSE LTD 
for a reliable and efficient service 

2 Underwood Court, Underwood Road, 
Caterham, Surrey, CR3 6BB. Tel 0883 341305 AD 
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FACES and PLACES 
• Delight is shared by us all at the 
recent announcement that our Pres-
ident, Viscount Whitelaw, has been 
appointed by The Queen to the 
highest order of chivalry in Scot-
land. 

He is appointed Knight Compan-
ion of the Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle. Lord 
Whitelaw, who was born of Scottish 
parents in Nairn, joins just 15 other 
Knights Companion of the Order. 

His appointment, especially 
appropriate for one so deeply 
involved with golf, was made by 
tradition on St Andrew's Day. 

• A little merry-go-round has 
occurred recently in the Northern 
Section with Fulneck's Benny Hill 
taking over from Chris Raper at 
West Bowling. This in 
turn has enabled Mick 
Rooks of Woodhall 
Hills to take over at 
Fulneck. We wish 
them all good fortune. 

• We at Greenkeeper 
International join with 
all members of the 
Sussex Section in wish-
ing Nick Beadle every 
success as the new 
Head Greenkeeper at 
Peacehaven Golf Club. 
Your editor, having 
watched the Peace-
haven course turn from 
green to coffee brown 
over the past drought 
stricken year, is sure 
that Nick will find his 
fresh task a most chal-
lenging one. 

• Willie Blair tells us 
of considerable natural curiosity 
generated over the appointment of 
a young lady greenkeeper at Rathno 
Park. 

The mystery solved, Miss Heather 
MacKinnon has become a member 
of The Association and the 'East 
Scottish lads now look forward to 
welcoming her at forthcoming 
meetings. We join with them in 
wishing her good fortune in her 
new post 

• Greenkeeper International joins 
with Ayrshire Section members and 
students at Ayr College in congratu-
lating Alan MacWilliam, Portpatrick 
Golf Club, on winning the Best Stu-
dent of The Year Award. The tro-
phy is presented annually by the 
BIGGA Ayrshire Section. 

• Trevor Neale, formerly an irriga-
tion engineer with Rand & Sons, 
has joined irrigation consultants 
Philip York & Partners as Technical 
Co-ordinator. 

Trevor, 33, will be responsible for 
providing technical support to each 
of the senior irrigation consultants 
at the partnership, with his new 
role placing great emphasis on 
involvement with fine turf irrigation 
projects. 

Derek Ganning 

• Golf & Irrigation Services Ltd 
(GIS) is the name of a new creative 
force in golf course consultancy, 
design and management, set up to 
respond to the industry survey 
which suggests that 700 new 
courses will be required by the end 
of the decade to meet demand. 

Currently working on several 
assignments in Western Europe and 
the Middle East, they are also 
closely involved in the design and 
construction of the new Harvington 
Lodge Golf and Country Club at 
Evesham, Worcestershire. 

• Supaturf Products Ltd have 
appointed Stephen Seymour, 26, as 
Area Sales Manager responsible for 
Lancashire, Cheshire, Staffordshire, 
Shropshire, Merseyside and North 

and Mid Wales. 
Stephen has 

been National Karate 
Champion for the 
past 8 years and was 
World Champion in 
1987. We wish him 
well. 

• With full backing 
from the PGA and 
the EGU, The Rec-
Man '91 exhibition at 
the NEC in Birming-
ham on February 26 
- 28 will, for the first 
time, feature a major 
area looking at the 
provision for golf 
development, aptly 
titled 'Golf Develop-
ment in the 90s'. 

In addition, 
the RecMan '91 Con-
ference (a Sports 
Council venture) will 

stage seminars entitled 'Planning for 
Golf and 'Managing Golf, both run 
in conjunction with the PGA. 
Details from The Exhibition Man-
ager on 081 742 2828. 

• Greenkeeper International is 
delighted to join the many friends 
of Derek Ganning in congratulating 
him on his being awarded the 
British Empire Medal in the recent 
Queens Honours list. 

Derek received his medal from 
Lord Aylesford at a special cere-
mony given in his honour at The 
Belfry in November. 

Derek is known far and wide as 
the Course Manager of The Belfry, 
the 36 hole complex that is head-
quarters for the PGA and the venue 
of the recent Ryder Cup triumphs. 
If it is true that the site itself has 
been the subject of adverse criti-
cism, it can equally be said that 
Derek Ganning has unfailingly 
delivered playing conditions that 
are clearly above reproach. 

Whilst not knowing the criteria 
applied in the awarding of such 
honours, we are in full accord with 
the wisdom of such thinking, recog-
nising as we do that Derek Ganning 
has been a true ambassador for the 
profession that he loves and serves 
so well. 



A The m i c r o - p r e c i s i o n G r e e n s Un i t w i t h V e r t i - G r o o m a t t a c h m e n t . 

8 The G T C h a m p i o n ' s e l e c t r o n i c c o n t r o l p a n e l . 

C 3 - w a y a d j u s t a b l e sea t w i t h f l i p - u p a rmres ts 

It takes years to perfect the 

greenkeeper's art. 

But you can still pick up a few useful 

pointers in a week. Particularly if you 

spend it at the wheel of a new 

Ran somes GT. 

If you'd like to try it, you only have to ask. 

Choose the G T Champion, with its second-generation 

electronics, or the G T Classic, with simple but effective 

hydraulic controls. 

See for yourself the perfectly - groomed finish achieved 

THERE'S N O SHORT CUT TO PERFECT GROOMING 
32 GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL January/February 1991 

T H E N E W G T R A N G E 



by the 9 -b lade Greens Units, with their Verti-Groom 

attachments to control lateral growth and thatch. 

And try for size the superb new driver's seat: 

generously upholstered, fitted with flip-up 

arm-rests, and adjustable every which way. 

For all the details of both 

machines (and a week's loan of one) 

simply ring Trevor Knight at 

Ransomes, or return the 

coupon. And see how, just for 

once, you can take a short cut to perfection. 

Please send me full details of the new Ransomes GT range, and 
ask my local dealer to contact me to arrange a week's trial 
without obligation. 

Name: 

Position 

Club 

Address 

Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Limited 
Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9 Q G 

Tel: (0473) 270000 Telex: 98174 Fax: (0473) 270032 

RANSOMES 

(WELL, ONLY ONE.) 



AN 
UNBEATABLE 

PEDIGREE 
Here at Atterton & Ellis we have been 

making Grinders for over 100 years and 
although we say so ourselves, we are 
rather good at it and our Grinders prove it! 

It is hardly surprising that during this 
time we have made Grinders for just 
about every type of cylinder on the 
market and for most of the prominent 
Grounds and Golf Clubs around the 
country. 

In fact, in our work shops at the 
moment we have Express Duals ready to 
go to America - the Atterton is well 
proven on the other side of the Atlantic 
too! 

Our customers tell us the reasons we 
are still in demand 100 years on - our 
dedication to service, the quality of build, 
the value for money - they all add up to 
the finest Grinders available today. 

We have constantly changed and 
adapted our manufacturing techniques 
to combine the best of yesterday's skills 
with the benefits of tomorrow's 
technology 

But more important than all that we 
are first and foremost Grinding 
enthusiasts and are happy to talk and give 
advice whatever your grinding 
requirements. 

The Atterton Master leads the field -
The Express Dual a technological 
revolution, in-situ and separate cylinder 
grinding - The Anglemaster, a bottom 
blade grinder to complement the best in 
cylinder grinding machines. 

ATTERTON & ELLIS LTD 
Manufacturers of Fine Grinders for over 100 years 
Iron Works, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8QH. 
Tel: (0440) 702512 Fax: (0440) 712138 
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To The Editor 
I have been a greenkeeper for twelve years, a mem-
ber of the Northern Section of BIGGA and a serving 
Section committee member for some time, and a 
keen attendee of the many winter lectures and year 
round golf competitions organised for the benefit of 
our section. 

I write to express my disgust at the miserable atten-
dance for the recent lecture on Controlled Release 
Fertilisers, given by a staff expert from Sierra UK Ltd 
at West Bowling Golf Club on November 7th. 

Why am I disgusted? Because only three Commit-
tee members and nine greenkeepers deemed it worth 
attending! 

Imagine the scene. We have an interesting subject, 
of importance to all who gain their living from green-
keeping, covered in an informative and entertaining 
way by an expert. He has travelled from Kent to 
address an audience that might have been a potential 
200 or more. He is faced with a gathering of twelve. 

The Northern Section has nearly 300 members and 
I think it is high time they took a positive interest in 
winter lecture subjects and not only in playing golf 
competitions. 

Those who did not attend, for whatever lame rea-
son, must feel that they have let their section down. 

So come on you chaps, let's make these meetings 
worthwhile by lending support for a couple of hours. 
Quite apart from the benefits gained, they offer a 
grand opportunity to meet old friends and join them 
for a drink or two. 

BRIAN D CARR 
Head Greenkeeper, Howley Hall Golf Club 

To The Editor 
The game of golf has, over the ages, been widely 
known as one where good manners and impeccable 
behaviour are synonymous. May I therefore point 
out an unacceptable face which appears to be creep-
ing into the game, at club administrative level. 

Youngsters these days spend a lot of time trying to 
become proficient at their chosen vocation. Upon 
leaving, they obviously apply for jobs and send off 
applications. Sadly I have to report that young dedi-
cation is not always matched by good administration 
at certain Golf Clubs. 

When a Club advertises a post, for example in this 
magazine, surely it is only good manners for the sec-
retary to reply to the application - even if it be rejec-
tion of the possibility of an interview. 

I have come across a number of cases in the last 
year or so of Clubs simply not bothering to reply. 
One young lad had made 11 job applications with 
only one reply, a situation I find disgraceful, don't 
you? 

So, all you secretaries and managers of Golf Clubs, 
a heartfelt plea to please reply to all the youngsters -
and indeed to all others - who write in the hope of 
making their career in this wonderful sport of golf. 

MALCOLM HUNTINGTON 
York 

• Malcolm Huntington is perhaps better qualified than 
most to comment on good sporting manners, being a 
sports journalist, a top level tennis umpire and an 
Olympic Games official. Like most sports writers, he 
is in admiration of golfs good manners, witness as he 
is to many fiery and temperamental outbursts in other 
sports. 

To Neil Thomas 
My name is Jonas Ogvall. I am twenty years old, and 
I live in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

I have been working at Delsjo Golf Club for super-
intendent Jerker Tobiasson over the past three sum-
mers and have found this most interesting and enjoy-
able. I would like now to learn more about the care 
of a golf course and I think there is much to be 
learned by working outside Sweden. 

I therefore wonder if you can help me to obtain a 
job at a golf course in Great Britain. I would be free 
to work from now until the end of April 1991. 

I have played golf for some seven years and have a 
handicap of 3. Apart from playing a great deal I have 
recently become a member of the green committee. 

JONAS OGVALL 
Konsertvagen 13, S-435 44 MOLNLYCKE, Sweden 

• Is there a head greenkeeper or course manager that 
can help? - please make contact with Jonas directly. 

To David Golding 
I write to thank you and BIGGA headquarters staff 
for the In-house Management Course which I 
attended most recently. 

The organisation was excellent and the course con-
tent was exceptional; from Nick Bisset's humorous 
look at communications to the very serious subject of 
health and safety by Graham Oddy, which gave us 
food for thought. The 'hands-on' experience Fred 
Robinson gave to us with computers provided more 
than a glimpse into the future of greenkeeping man-
agement, and leaving 8 computers with us for a 
whole week showed great trust! 

All in all it was a very enjoyable time, if not a little 
exhausting. In fact, the only disappointment came in 
discovering that only 35 greenkeepers had registered 
for the Master Greenkeeper Certificate. Does this 
mean that only 35 greenkeepers in the country con-
sider themselves under qualified? 

I believe this certificate programme will become the 
pinnacle of education for greenkeepers in the future, 
but only with their utmost participation. 

PETER GEE 
Nevill Golf Club 

Opinions expressed in 
these columns are not 
necessarily shared by 
the editor of BIGGA and 
the Association accepts 
no responsibility for 
them. 

Letters to the editor are 
welcome on any topic 
related to the practice or 
pursuit of greenkeeping. 
Write to the editor, 
Greenkeeper Interna-
tional, 13 Firle Close, 
Seaford, East Sussex 
BN25 2HL. Letters 
should be signed. 

We reserve the right to 
edit for brevity, clarity 
and good taste. 

To David Golding 
May I take this opportunity of thanking BIGGA for 
the splendid hospitality I received at Aldwark Manor 
during the finals of the BIGGA/ICI Premier Green-
keeper of the Year Award. 

I would also like to express my thanks to ICI for 
sponsoring this event and long may it continue. 

Finally, my sincere thanks are extended to the 
other finalists for their support - I feel we were all 
winners of this award. 

ANTHONY DAVIES 
Head Greenkeeper, Prestbury Golf Club 

GREENKEEPER I N T E R N A T I O N A L January February 1991 35 



AD 
REF 
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FARNHAM, SURREY GU9 7UB. TEL: (0252) 733919 

Spread the word. 
The outstanding success of 'Longlife' mini-granular 
fertilizers reflects their acceptance by today's professional 
turf managers as a versatile, high quality and cost effective 
range of products. 

Carefully researched and selected analyses - for example 
Finegreen NK with no phosphate - provides the turf 
manager with the flexibility of choosing the right fertilizer 
to meet his individual requirements. 

The unique ingredient 'Didin', present in most 'Longlife' 
formulations, provides a controlled release of nitrogen and 
reduces the flush of growth. It also cuts down nitrate loss 
through leaching. 

So for strong healthy turf, spread the word - spread 
'Longlife'. 

'Longlife' Plus contains 2,4-D and dicamba. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 
'Longlife' is a trademark of Imperial Chemical Industries PLC 
'Didin' is a trademark of SKW Trostberg AG 

It's going on 
everywhere 



Turfgrass diseases in winter 

SEASONAL 
MISERY 
IN THE 
SHAPE OF 
TURFGRASS 

Individual Poa plant with 
rotted base - characteristic 
symptoms of anthracnose. 

Severe attack of anthrac-
nose. Note the yellowing 

Poa in the sward. 

As most greenkeepers are aware, there 

are several disease problems of fine turf 

that may be damaging and disfiguring 

during the winter months. Two such dis-

eases, namely anthracnose and fusarium 

patch, are particularly troublesome espe-

cially where annual meadow grass (Poa 

annua) forms significant proportion of 

the sward. In this article NEIL BALDWIN 

describes the cultural and environment 

conditions that favour outbreaks of these 

diseases, and gives details of the most 

effective prevention and control methods 

available for greenkeepers to follow. 
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Early symptoms of fusarium 
patch disease. 

Extensive damage caused 
by fusarium patch disease. 



Turfgrass diseases in winter 

Curse of the yellow patches 
Anthracross, caused by the fungus Colletotrichum 
graminicola, is seen throughout the winter as yellow-
ing individual annual meadow grass plants in the 
sward. In cases of severe attack large patches of 
affected turf may develop which cause serious dam-
age to the putting surface. At later stages of disease 
development small black pin-head sized structures 
may be seen at the base of the plant which is rotted 

(figure 1) and consequently diseased plants may be 
easily removed from the sward. 

Fusarium patch disease (Microdochium nivale), a 
common and familiar sight to most UK greenkeepers 
in the winter months, is probably the most damaging 
and disfiguring disease in golf greens. Whilst the 
characteristic symptoms of orange-brown patches 
with paler centres caused by the disease are probably 

SPECIALISTS IN GROWING 
SEEDED TURF 

/ t i f f i n 

Five mixtures grown from the finest 
cultivars. All qualities from Golf and 
Bowling Greens to the back lawn. 
Freshly cut and delivered on our own 
transport, nationwide with forklift off 
loading facility. 

AD 
REF | 
293 

W H I P S N A D K ( 0 5 8 2 ) 8 7 3 5 5 5 

M I L T O N K L Y N L S ( 0 9 0 8 ) 270701 

M Y Y I N D I N , K I M ( 0 7 9 7 ) 2 5 3 3 2 2 
( lullc I iirin. \N hipsnadc. Beds. 
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MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF 
GOLF COURSE AND 

DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT 
We welcome Brian Willmott who has taken over the direct 
marketing in the Kent to Hampshire area from David Craig 

who retired at the year's end. 

BRIAN WILLMOTT 
can be contacted on 

(0737) 360298 

DAVID HAWKINS Northants to Norfolk, Essex to Berkshire, can be contacted on 

(0525)71344 

PETER MARSHALL North of England contact phone no. 
(0532) 695590 

NEW DESIGNS — NEW IDEAS — FOR 1991 
Phone for a Catalogue (0582) 597262 

PATTISSON AND CO. LTD. 
342 SELBOURNE ROAD, LUTON LU4 8NU 

FAX: (0582) 505241 
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GOLF COURSE SIGNS 
Designed to your own specification. Strongly 
manufactured. Maintenance free, chip resistant, 

club motif if required. 
Choice of colours 

Ring now and just let us know what you need 
A C & M Birch Ltd 
Golf Signs 
Unit GH1, Platts Lane, 
Burscough, Lanes. L40 7TE 

Telephone: Alan Birch 0704 896177/892997 



Turfgrass diseases in winter 

recognised by most greenkeepers, the appearance of 
fusarium patch in its early stages of development are 
not familiar to so many (figure 2). However, it is 
essential that fusarium patch is identified in its earli-
est stages as it is then that control methods are the 
most effective. 

The cultural and environmental conditions that 
favour the development of anthracnose and fusarium 
patch diseases are categorised in table 1 below: 

Thus, with an understanding that both diseases are 
favoured by the presence of Poa and surface wetness, 
it is not surprising that these diseases may occur con-
currently during the winter months. 
An old problem, and a new one 
Whilst fusarium patch has been recorded for over 20 
years on golf greens, anthracnose is a comparatively 
recent problem. As with most turf disease problems, 
the increasing incidence of anthracnose in recent 
times may be associated with the changes in golf 
course play and greenkeeping practice. 

In particular, two factors have probably played a 
role in the development of anthracnose. The high 
numbers of rounds played on many of our courses 
has led to wear and compaction problems, which in 
turn has led to a stressed annual meadow grass 
sward. Current trends in greenkeeping practice 
advocate fertiliser programmes based on nitrogen 
only, together with minimal irrigation, which again 
stresses annual meadow grass. 

Of course the aim of these practices is to stress the 
undesirable meadow grass so that bent (Agrostis spp) 
may thrive. However, a stressed Poa is highly prone 
to anthracnose disease. In situations where the Poa 
content of the sward is low, anthracnose may be 
thought of as beneficial as it selectively removes this 
plant species from the green. However, where the 
Poa forms a significant proportion of the sward, (fig-
ure 2) the disease may be considered a serious prob-
lem and thus require control. 
Integrated Management of Anthracnose 
& Fusarium Patch 
Integrated disease management is defined as the 
complimentary use of cultural, biological and chemi-
cal methods to maintain disease at an acceptable 
level. These are listed in table 2. It is clear that the 
good turf management practices of Poa reduction, 
adequate fertiliser programmes and regular aeration, 
will have a beneficial effect on the turf to the detri-

Tackling 
the old 
and new 
threats 
ment of disease development. As both anthracnose 
and fusarium patch are primarily diseases of Poa, 
biological control: ie choice of disease resistant vari-
eties of grass, is not appropriate. 

Due to the widespread occurrence of Poa in golf 
greens throughout the UK and the cold wet nature of 
British winters, in many instances both diseases may 
occur even if all attempts are made to prevent out-
breaks by cultural methods. Thus the careful and 
judicious use of fungicides may be necessary to main-
tain greens to a good standard. 

There is only one fungicide currently Approved for 
use against anthracnose, namely chlorothalonil 
(Daconil Turf Fungicide). For fusarium there are sev-
eral Approved fungicides that may be considered. 
During the winter months it is the contact fungicides 
that give the best results as they have eradicative 
properties. Also systemic fungicides, (table 3), if 
applied in the late autumn/early winter period, may 
inhibit the development of fusarium patch. 

Further suggested reading: 'Turgrass Pests and Dis-
eases' (1990) 72pp including 32 colour photographs. 
£5.50 including postage from: STRI, Bingley, West 
Yorkshire, BD16 1AU. 
• Dr Neil Baldwin, the author of this article, is well known to our 
readers as the Sports Turf Research Institute's Plant Pathologist. 

Table 1 Table 2 Table 3 
Conditions that favour disease outbreak Integrated disease management Systemic Fungicides * Contact Fungicides 

Anthracnose * Fusarium Patch 
Predominance of annual meadow grass in sward. 
Surface wetness and poor sub surface drainage. 

Cool ambient and soil temperatures. 
Low fertility conditions • High fertility conditions 

Both acid & alkaline • Alkaline turf surface 
conditions • 

Compaction • Humid atmosphere 
conditions/dew 

Anthracnose * Fusarium Patch 
Reduce/eliminate annual meadow grass in sward. 

Maintain adequate fertility. 
Ensure good surface/sub surface drainage. 

Relieve compaction • Do NOT apply materials 
- slitting/vertidrain • containing lime. Avoid 

Fungicides - • late season fertiliser 
chlorothaloil Approved • applications or uneven/ 

excessive top dressing. 
• Fungicides: see text. 

benomyl (Benlate) • chlorothalonil (Daconil 
carbendazim (Fisons • Turf Fungicide) 

Turfclear and Mascot • iprodione (Rovral 
Contact) • Green) 

thiabendazole (Tecto • quintozene (Brassicol 
Systemic Turf • wettable powder) 

fungicide) • cinclozalin (Mascot 
thiophanate-menthly • contact) 

(Mildothane) 



PIPE WISE 
PIPES for Fairway Drainage 
PIPES for Green's Drainage 
PIPES for Irrigation 
PIPES for Ditches and Culverts 
PIPES for Ducting 
PIPES for Feeding Lakes 

PLUS 
Hose, Fittings, Standpipes and 
Sprinklers 

PIPEWISE (UK) LIMITED 
Headquarters 
Collett Way, Great Western Business Park, Yate, Bristol BS17 5NL 
Tel: Chipping Sodbury (0454) 323000. Fax: (0454) 310037 
Dorset 
Chalky Road, Broadmayne, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8PT 
Tel: Dorchester (0305) 853887. Fax: (0305) 853955 

AD 
REF 
294 

AD 
REF 
179 

White Horse 
Contractors Limited 

Established 1957 

SPORTSTURF 
DRAINAGE 

DESIGN - CONSTRUCTION 
SANDSLITTING 

VERTI-DRAINING 
IRRIGATION 

RING 
OXFORD (0865) 736272 

5 LINES 
FAX: (0865) 326176 

WELBOURN 
LINCOLN 
LN5 0QL 

FOR ALL YOUR DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, DRAINAGE AND MAINTENANCE^, 
TEL: (0400) 73223 FAX: (0400) 73602 

The unique 
cost effective 
green construction 

Cambs Drainage Co., Driftwood Farm, The Drift, Bourn, Cambridge CB3 7TB Tel: 0954 719376 Fax: 0954 719423 
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