
Organic sources in focus 
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requirements will vary for a number of reasons: weather, 
soil/substrata type, level of rainfall, frequency of mow-
ing, wear and tear etc. Despite this, the greenkeeper 
should consider some general principles before devising 
a tailor-made feeding programme. 

STRI specialists, Isaac and Canaway, believe that fine 
turf requires 200-250 kg N/ha per year, with experi-
ments carried out at Fisons Levington Research Station 
over many years supporting this view. Certainly the 
Greenmaster fine turf fertiliser range was developed with 
this in mind. In his study of pure sand greens, Dawson 
believes nitrogen should be applied in excess of 250 kg 
per hectare per year. This is because of the greater leach-
ing effect of such greens. 

It should also be remembered that 'natural soil' greens, 
routinely top dressed with sand, will, over the years, 
become increasingly similar to greens originally con-
structed from sand. Nutrition must be adjusted accord-
ingly. 

Fine turf grasses can only take up nitrogen in the form 
of ammonium or nitrate. There are numerous com-
pounds which provide these elements either directly, 
e.g.: ammonium sulphate and ammonium nitrate, or 
indirectly, e.g. hoof and horn, dried blood, urea and 
isobutylidene diurea (IBDU). 

Not all sources are suitable for fine turf, but ammo-
nium sulphate has proved to be the most successful form 

of 'rapid' release nitrogen, as it 
encourages good growth, colour, 
superior texture and uniformity of 
Agrostis and Fescue species. It 
also reduces pH. 

This can be desirable where a 
soil is not naturally acidic, but 
over use can lead to low vigour, 
poor drought resistant swards 
which are prone to thatch devel-
opment, and the ingress of weeds. 
Ammonium sulphate can also 
scorch grass. To overcome these problems; products like 
Greenmaster fertilisers have included some organic or 
ureic nitrogen in their formulations. 

Concerns for the environmental well-being of golf 
courses have raised the profile of organic sources once 
again. Hoof and horn in particular can give very good 
results as a slow-release nitrogen source. However, it is 
expensive and - in its natural form - difficult to use. 
Other organic mixes like those based on cow slurry can-
not match the N, P, K analysis that turf demands and 
which inorganics offer, which makes the recent launch of 
Sportsmaster Organic outfield turf fertilisers all the more 
interesting. In this case, the Company have formulated 
organic nutrient sources into an easy-to-use mini pellet 
that feeds the grass as well as good inorganic equiva-
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New Fisons 
Sportsmaster 
Organic - the 
organic fertiliser 
designed to 
spread and 
perform as accu-
rately as the bext 
conventional 
fertilisers 

WELCOME TO A WORLD WHERE 
THE GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER. 
Rhone-Poulenc provides the professional with a range of 
effective, dependable products to control turf diseases. 

ROVRAL GREEN is a contact fungicide with both curative 
and preventative action. It's quick action in combating 
turf disease makes it the ideal product to rely on at any 
time of the year. 

QUINTOZENE WETTABLE POWDER is a contact fungicide 
which controls the main disease problems of U.K. turf. Use it 
to ring the changes and keep one step ahead of turf disease. 

MILDOTHANE TURF LIQUID is ideal for use during periods 
of active grass growth when it's systemic action both 
cures and prevents disease. 

1 Rovral and Mildothane are also available in CDA 
1 formulations. No water to add, no mixing, no handling 
I of chemicals - and both products can be applied through 
1 most CDA lances with a droplet size of 200-300 microns. 

RHONE-POULENC 
Environmental Products, Regent House, Hubert Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4TZ. Telephone 0277 261414 

ROVRAL CONTAINS IPRODIONE. QUINTOZENE WETTABLE POWDER CONTAINS QUINTOZENE. MILDOTHANE CONTAINS THIOPHANATE-METHYL A O A D 
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AQUA-GRO 
WETTING 
AGENT 

• Maintains\ 
deeper 
rooting 
• Improves 
effectiveness of 
fertilisers 
• Drains excess water 
quickly 
• Early spring green up 

Aqua-Gro Liquid - for applying with sprayers I 
Aqua-Gro Spreadable - for applying through a spreader 

Aqua-Gro Granular - for horticultural situations 
Aqua-Gro Concentrate - for applying during hose pipe i r r iga t i^^H 

AQUA-GRO 
^ ^ ^ The wetting agent you can trust 

Supaturf Products Limited Old Fosse Works, 
Coventry Road, Narborough, Leicester LE9 5G J 

STOCKISTS: R. Aitken (Seedmen) Ltd, GLASGOW Tel: 041 440 0033 • 
Aitken Sportsturf Ltd, TADCASTER Tel: (0937) 834746 • E T Breakwell Ltd, 
SOLIHULL Tel: 021 733 3344 • Collier Turf Care Distributors Ltd, NORWICH 
Tel: (0603) 870944 • John Lindsay Professional Sportsturf, CO ARMAGH 
Tel: (0762) 339229 • Stewart & Co Seedsmen Ltd, DALKEITH Tel: 031 663 
6617/8/9 • Sta-Brite Products Ltd, BASINGSTOKE Tel: (0256) 811811 • 
Avoncrop Amenity Products, BRISTOL Tel: (0934) 820868 • 
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• from Page 21 
lents. The presentation of 
organics in such a useful for-
mulation is an important 
breakthrough for today's 
greenkeeper; though whether 
we will be able to provide simi-
lar fertilisers for fine turf 
remains to be seen. 

Inorganic sources of slow-
release nitrogen are very popu-
lar in both the United States and Europe, though in the UK a conflict 
of opinions has stunted their use. If applied properly however, slow 
release fertilisers can be a valuable, labour saving tool. 

Applied on its own, granular IBDU will show a good turf growth 
and colour response after about five or six weeks, which is then sus-
tained for several weeks. The apparently slow start is no disadvan-
tage because a 50% rapid release nitrogen/50% IBDU fertiliser mix 
will give a good initial response as well as a sustained response. For 
example, Greenmaster Super N (24: 0: 0) will show a relatively even 
response for about twelve weeks. It is important, however, that the 
mix is 50 : 50 and the declared nitrogen levels are fairly high. Fifty 
per cent of not very much is a complete waste of money. 

Whereas it is widely accepted that nitrogen fertilisation is vital for 
fine turf, the supply of other nutrients is much more contentious. 
There is no dispute over the fact that phosphorus is essential, as it 
assists in storing and transporting energy. Potassium, too, is impor-
tant in activating enzymes that help increase resistance to fungal 
infections. All other essential nutrients have similarly well-defined 
roles. The contentious debate centres not on ingredients, but on the 
quantities that should be applied. 

An application of 47-70 kg of phosphorus per hectare and 85-140 
kg of potassium per hectare per year is a satisfactory guide. The vital 
key, however, lies in soil analysis. Stansfield's STRI report (1985) 
suggests that many golf and bowling greens contain adequate levels 
of phosphorus and potassium. In these cases it is wholly appropriate 
to use a nitrogen only fertiliser. Products with or without P and K are 
offered to suit individual circumstances but it must be borne in mind 
that these reserves will run out one day and playable sport turf does 
need P and K as part of its feeding programme. 

Nutritional policy must be balanced. That balance can be achieved 
by reviewing the quantities of nutrients in the soil and by determin-
ing nutrient levels lost through clippings. The formulations that 
make up the Greenmaster and Sportmaster ranges are designed to 
make up for the natural imbalances the game of golf creates. They 
are also designed to complement the other key elements of turf man-
agement from pic. to aeration, irrigation to seeding. Getting the bal-
ance right will bring success to any greenkeeper. 
# Keith McKee is European Technical Adviser, Fisons pic, Ipswich. 

Nitrogen versus 
other nutrients: 
conflict 
goes on 



About 
Turf. 

Important information. 
Results from STRI trials 

1987-89 show consistant good 
colour and growth through the 
season from one application. 
Of course you'd like to know the 
reason why. Find out, immediately by returning 
the coupon. You can have detailed trial results 
to determine your turf needs. It's a service that 
costs your nothing but offers a great deal. 
Optimum results with Osmocote N. 

100% controlled release nitrogen assures 
even growth through the whole season. 
No flush of growth in spring, unaffected by rain-
fall or irrigation. One application can be safely 
made at any time of year. No leaching of nitrates 
means an environmentally friendly product. 
For prompt information. 

Post the coupon today and we'll send you 
the information by return. 

Sierra U.K. Ltd. Telephone (0602) 455100. 

Sierra 
High technology in plant nutrition 

r Coupon 
Name 

Address 

Place 

Telephone 

Tell us which type of turf 
and we'll supply a special 
recommendation. 

• Golf course 
• Football pitch 
• Amenity turf 
• I'd like a Sierra represen-

tative to visit. Call me to 
make an appointment. 

Gl.4.91 

Sierra supplies high quality 
controlled release fertilizers 
for: 

Bedding plants 

Container nursery stock 

Cutflowers 

Fruit trees 

Landscape 

Potplants 

Sports turf 

Strawberries 

Vegetable plants 

Water cress 

Please return this coupon in 
a sealed envelope to 
Sierra UK Ltd., Freepost, 
Nottingham. NG2 1BR. 
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Controlled Release Fertilizers Water soluble fertilizers 
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The best possible turf demands the 
best possible nutrients, and only Floranid 
can deliver them in the right amounts - at 
the right time. 
Because Floranid is based on a synthetic 
organic nitrogen called Isodurf nitrogen is 
released by temperature and moisture -
the two factors controlling plant growth -
thus eliminating problems of wastage 
and scorch. 
This reduces flushes of growth requiring 
constant mowing, encourages strong 
root systems to stand up to drought 

and wear, and produces a good, even 
colour. 
Worldwide usage and trials have proved 
Floranid to be the most reliable of all 
slow release nitrogen tested, requiring 
fewer applications and obvious cost 
savings, whether on golf courses, parks, 
sports grounds or bowling greens. 

Hardly surprising then, that Europe's 
best selling slow release fertiliser is 
Floranid - the high performer. 

For information about BASF soil tests and expert advice about your amenity turf, contact 
your BASF distributor today: 
Aitken Sportsturf Ltd 
Tel: Tadcaster (0937) 834746 
Richard Aitken Ltd 
Tel: Glasgow (041) 440 0033 
Amenity Land Services Ltd 
Tel: Telford (0952)641949 
Gwyn Cadogan 
Tel: Usk (029 13) 2026 

Euroturfcare Ltd 
Tel: Iver Heath (0895) 834411 
N Hutchings Ltd 
Tel: Edwinstowe (0623) 822907 
Kings Horticulture Ltd 
Tel: Earls Colne (0787) 223300 
Monro Amenity Ltd 
Tel: Bovey Tracey (0626) 832832 

Monro Horticulture Ltd 
Tel: Chichester (0243) 533700 
T Parker & Sons Ltd 
Tel: Worcester Park (081 337) 7791 
Sports Turf Services 
Tel: Edinburgh (031 333) 2345 

We are confident that once you've seen how Floranid performs, no other slow release 
fertiliser will do. BASF pic Agricultural Division (0473) 822531 

A D ® = Registered trademark of BASF. 
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Put your 
foot down 
insist on 
quality -
Floranid 
Slow Release 
Fertiliser 
from 

BASF 

High performance on grass 



Fertile 
FRANCE 
France is possibly the fastest growing golf market in Europe. 

Japanese, American, Middle Eastern and European money is being 
channeled into new golf course constructions, with greenkeepers 
being recruited from Great Britain and North America; as well as 
being trained in France itself. The training of greenkeepers has 
become a very important subject and one in which all sides of the 

French golf industry have had an influence. 
Unlike the UK, there is no 'tradition' of golf 
greenkeeping, so they are immediately address-
ing the problems posed by modern construction 
methods and the intensity of play that the rapid 
growth in golf interest has generated. 

With limited practical experience they are 
tending to follow the scientific path, but this is 
well tempered by user experience drawn from 
industry sources, as well as 'imported' green-
keepers. The changes in grasses as well as con-
struction materials has tended to make 
'traditional' greenkeeping methods of limited 
value and this has brought new opportunities in 
creating new methods to produce what all 
greenkeepers and golfers are looking for - first 
class playing surfaces. 

• continued on Page 27 

The Barbaroux Golf 
Course is 
described as 'the 
ultimate in Euro-
pean golfing'. It 
comprises 87 
hectares for a 
course length of 
6963 yards in 
wooded landscape 
interspersed with 
six extensive lakes 

Manufacturers of 
a unique range of 
turf care products. 

AQUARITE 
An organic fertiliser with iron and a high 
performance wetting agent, particularly 

suitable for the relief of compaction, and 
providing a freer draining soil. 

It enhances the penetration of water, 
assisting irrigation, and reducing 

evaporation losses. 
For further details of this 

and our other unique 
products, plus the name of 

your local distributor 
Tel: (0772) 53521 

Mobile: (0860) 424430 

NATURES OWN FERTILIZER 

Ritefeed Ltd 
Brook St. Mill, 

Brook St. 
Preston PR1 7NH 



TALK TO 
RIGBY TAYLOR 

Information for Professionals 

FERTILIZERS 
Whatever your turf 

requirements the team at Rigby 
Taylor will be pleased to discuss a 
Fertilizer that's just right for the job. 
Through experience and careful 
control we've created a wide range 
of turfcare products - but deciding 
which one is best for you, needs 
careful selection if it's going to 
provide maximum benefit. 

This brief 
summary indicates 
which Rigby Taylor 
Fertilizer might 
be right for you but 
for full information 
and advice on your 
specific application 
and ground 
conditions please 
phone us free. It 
costs you nothing to 
talk directly to a 

member of our experienced team -
all you have to do is dial 0800 424 
919. If we can't solve your problem 
over the phone we can arrange for a 
Technical Representative to call. 
O U T F I E L D G R A N U L A R S 
Taylors Spr ing and S u m m e r Out f ie ld 20.10.10 
Taylors Spr ing and S u m m e r Sportsf ie ld 10.15.10 
Taylors Spr ing and S u m m e r Fairway 12.6.6 
Taylors Spr ing and S u m m e r Sportsf ie ld 9.7.7 
Taylors Spr ing and S u m m e r 27.5% Nitrogen 
Taylors Spr ing and S u m m e r 7.7.7 
Taylors P re -Seed ing Fert i l izer 6.9.6 
Taylors A u t u m n and Win te r Sportsf ie ld 3.12.12 

M A S C O T M I C R O F I N E (Nitrogen derived from IBDU) 
18.0 .0 + 6 % Fe A high Nitrogen Spring/Summer Fertilizer. 
14.4.7 + 2 % M g Specially designed to provide balanced nutrition 
for turf. 
12.0 .6 + 2 % Fe + 2 % M g Specially formulated for Spring/Summer 
use on fine turf, producing a growth response within seven days of 
application. 
8 . 0 . 0 + 4 % Fe + 2 % M g A Spring/Summer Fertilizer, with extra 
iron for green up and hardening of turf. 
4 . 0 . 8 + 2 % Fe + 2 % M g Formulated for use as an Autumn/Winter 
feed. 

F I N E T U R F F E R T I L I Z E R 
S / S 2 14.2.7 +1 % M g An Organic fine turf Fertilizer, formulated 
with an analysis to comply with modern approach to the nutritional 
requirements of fine turf in the Spring and Summer. 
A / W 2 4 . 4 . 8 + 2 % Fe An Organic fine turf Fertilizer, formulated 
with an analysis to comply with modern approach to the nutritional 
requirements of fine turf in the Autumn and Winter. 

M in i -Gran S / S 11.5.5 A Spring/Summer Fertilizer designed for 
fine turf areas such as Golf and Bowling Greens. 
M in i -Gran 3.10.5 An Autumn/Winter Fertilizer designed for fine 
turf areas such as Golf and Bowling Greens. 
S u p r e m e S / S 10.5.5 + 1 .5% Fe A Spring/Summer Fertilizer. 
Balanced for fine turf such as Golf Greens, Bowling Greens etc. 
S u p r e m e A / W 3 . 9 . 6 A carefully prepared Autumn dressing forfine 
turf. 
Spec ia l Organic 'N' 8 - 0 . 5 - 0 . 5 + Fe Finest materials blended 
especially for Golf Greens and other fine turf areas. 
Taylors Lawn Sand 5 . 4 % N + 1.5% Fe Designed to promote 
growth and control moss. Contains ferrous sulphate. 
Turf Hardener 1 .7% N + 2 . 5 % Fe + M g + Trace E lements 
This product is particularly suitable for Autumn but may be used 
during any Season of the year. 

Read the label before you buy - use pesticides safely. 

you can talk to us free on CFREE 0800424919 

A GROWING FORCE IN LEISURE 



Special fertiliser maintains quality 
• from Page 25 
A brand new modern construction in France will never 
be another St. Andrews, but that is the joy of visiting and 
playing other courses - the challenge of new surround-
ings. As a test of the golfer's skill French courses are 
equal to their counterparts in the UK and maintained to 
an equally high standard, but with a character of their 
very own, they are different. You will all have seen the 
postcard of the two young children entitled: 'Vive le dif-
ference"! 

At the recent first International Salon of Golf Course 
Maintenance and Repair (SIERG) organised by the Asso-
ciation of French Greenkeepers (AGRF), this new think-
ing in respect of golf green fertilisation was introduced 
to a new product from BASF. The close affiliation 
between manufacturer and greenkeeper had identified a 
need and responded to it in an effort to make the 
'manipulation of nature' called greenkeeping a little 
more effective. 

Because most constructions in France are new they do 
not have the reserves of nutrients so often found in older 
UK greens. They have also been built with irrigation and 
drainage incorporated from the outset, rather than the 
'add-on' situation here. This means a very free draining 
structure often covered with one of the new creeping 
bents which have a high nutrient demand, so applying 
nutrients in the correct balance and in the right quanti-
ties and form, enabling the plant to optimise their use, 
was essential. 

The Company drew on 
all these requirements and 
their own experience as 
major fertiliser producers 
to create for BASF France 
a special fertiliser - Flo-
ranid Master - to assist in 
maintaining the quality of 
French golf greens. 

The formula is 
16:5:10:+5Mgo and Trace 
elements. It was first 
researched in response to 
the demands of the new 
turf grasses, (stoloniferous 
agrostis spp in particular), 
which demand a balance 
of nutrients at least of 
3:1:2., this being determined by the losses incurred in 
clippings removal. Add to this the fast infiltration rates 
of USGA specification and pure sand constructions and 
you will appreciate that ingredients had to be carefully 
selected. 

Nitrogen: with very little nitric nitrogen (2.5%) to 
reduce leaching and subsequent pollution by nitrates, 
but with a lot of slow-action nitrogen (two thirds in 
IBDU form) for reliable, gentle feeding without sudden 
flushes. Phosphate was added 5% p2o5 in the correct 

• continued on Page 28 

Farmura Limited, Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, Kent IN27 9DU. Telephone: Egerton (023376) 241. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS 

Proven by research, specified by independent agronomists and regularly used 
by Turf Managers seeking quality and consistent results Farmura 
Environmental Products present their range of organic nutritional and turf 
enhancement products. 
• FARMURA LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISERS -
A complete range of proven products for fine turf to outfield, and land reclamation. 
• FLO GRO LIQUID FERTILISERS -
A revolutionary range of clear liquid fertilisers - colour coded for easy identification. 
• FERROSOL LIQUID IRON 
A unique iron nitrogen bonded complex for green up and perfect presentation. 
• TURFEX 
The scientifically proven penetrating and wetting agent for dry patch 
and compaction. 
• BLAZON 
Spray pattern indicator for all spray uses - will not stain skin. 
•FARMGRAN 
Seaweed based soil conditioner for use in construction top dressing 
and land reclamation. 
• ROOT DIP 
An essential aid to successful tree transplanting. 
• TURF IRONS EQUIPMENT 
For use on golf and bowling greens for the ultimate surface and reduced turf stress. 
For further information contact your local distributor or fill in coupon and send to:-

Farmura Limited, Stone Hill, Egerton, Ashford, Kent IN27 9DU. 
Telephone: Egerton (023376) 241 or Fax: 023376 419. 
I am particularly interested in 
• FARMURA • FLO GRO • FERROSOL • TURFEX 
• BLAZON • FARMGRAN • ROOT DIP • TURF IRONS 
tick appropriate box 

Name 

Position 

Address 

Post Code Tel No: Gl.4.91 



Fertilisers 

An open approach to greenkeeping 
• from Page 27 
proportion to maintain plant functions without creating 
an over-supply. 

Potassium: this element is particularly important on 
free draining constructions, as these do not hold Potas-
sium very well and it is essential in helping disease resis-
tance. It is supplied in sulphate form to reduce the risk of 
polluting the subsoil with Chlorine, found in other 
sources of Potash, and the sulphate form reduces the risk 

of scorch, (Sulphate has a salinity index of 46, as 
opposed to Chloride, which has 114). Furthermore, the 
use of Sulphate avoids the phenomena of phytotoxicity, 
which the chloride ion can induce, and encourages the 
formation of dry matter, reducing bruising and wear sen-
sitivity. 

Magnesium: this is at a high level to keep the ration 
with Potassium and to encourage the production of 
chlorophyll, for plant photosynthesis. 

Trace Elements: Iron (0.5%) copper (0.01%) and zinc 
(0.01%) are the three most important metallic trace ele-
ments for turf, as they promote the formation of growth 
substances and help in chlorophyll synthesis. 

The creation of this new product did not stop at the 
analysis, for the size and distribution of sizes of granules 
were specially researched for precise and regular spread-
ing over small working areas. Even the colour was not 
left to chance and after several tests with different 
colours, carried out by the greenkeepers themselves, a 
brown colour was chosen. This allows easy checking of 
the spread pattern but quickly disappears into the sward. 

Like the French golf courses it is used upon, Floranid 
Master is new, but it clearly shows the more open 
approach to greenkeeping that the lack of traditional 
conservatism is creating. We all hear a lot about the 
opportunities within Europe after 1992, but let's remem-
ber that on the continent they are all looking toward the 
UK and saying the same thing! Will the next green-
keeper at your course be French or German? 

V I T A X 

VITAX 
50 years experience of 
manufacturing a range of 
high quality fertilisers to 
the horticultural trade. 

VITAX FINE N EXTRA 8-0-0 + 2.5% 
F.E. + Chelated trace elements 

A fine turf fertiliser con-
taining both organic and 
inorganic sources of 
nitrogen, NOW with a full 
range of trace elements. 

MICROGRAN 3 
12-0-9 + 0.5% MC 

+ 1% FE. 
A special spring 
and summer 
small granular 
fertiliser for all 
fine turf areas. 

PLUS 
The vitax 
soil analy-
sis service 
to A.D.A.S. 
methods. 

• U a 5-15-15. 
A cost effective 
autumn winter 
outfield granular 
fertiliser and 
pre-seed base. 

Three quality fertilisers from the vitax key, powder, microgranular and granular range 
VITAX LTD, OWEN STREET, COALVILLE, 

LEICESTER LE6 2DE. TEL: (0530) 510060. FAX: (0530) 510299. 
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Professional Products 
FARNHAM, SURREY GU9 7UB. TEL: (0252) 733919 

'Longlife' Plus contains 2,4-D and dicamba. 
READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY 
'Longlife' is a trademark of Imperial Chemical Industries PLC 
'Didin' is a trademark of SKW Trostberg AG 

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL April 1991 29 

Spread the word. 
The outstanding success of 'Longlife' mini-granular 
fertilizers reflects their acceptance by today's professional 
turf managers as a versatile, high quality and cost effective 
range of products. 

Carefully researched and selected analyses - for example 
Finegreen NK with no phosphate - provides the turf 
manager with the flexibility of choosing the right fertilizer 
to meet his individual requirements. 

The unique ingredient 'Didin', present in most 'Longlife' 
formulations, provides a controlled release of nitrogen and 
reduces the flush of growth. It also cuts down nitrate loss 
through leaching. 

So for strong healthy turf, spread the word - spread 
'Longlife'. 

It's going on 
everywhere 



BIGGA NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
to be held at the Royal St David's Golf Club, Harlech, 

N o r t h Wales , on 5th, 6th and 7th August 1991 
ICI Professional Products will be sponsoring the Tourna-
ment, with over 20 prizes to be competed for over three 
days. A full programme of events will appear in the May 
edition of Greenkeeper International. Very competitive 
rates have been agreed for accommodation at the St 
David's Hotel, Harlech, which overlooks the 16th hole at 
Royal St David's. This will be the official Tournament 
hotel. Those seeking advance details should contact 
BIGGA Headquarters. 

BIGCA 
i i 

GTC APPROVED 
COLLEGES 

Lca kCannington 
tonmEeii 

QuaCity our 'Priority 
A BIGGA APPROVED TRAINING CENTRE 

• Greenkeeping and Sportsturf Management - Phase II level, 
Block Release. 

• Enterprise Management - Greenkeeping - Phase III level, 
Block Release 

• Short Modular Courses tailored to the Industry 
For details and application form 

Contact NICK RIGDEN at CANNINGTON COLLEGE, 
BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET TA5 2LS 

TELEPHONE 0278 652226 

The Career choke that's open to 
everyone 

We provide the highest standards of Training & Education. Our 
practical teaching facilities are excellent - providing valuable 
"hand's-on" experience while studying Sportsturf Management. 

• The use of £200,000+ worth of 
turf machinery 

• Residential Accommodation 
• Excellent Career Opportunities 
• B.I.G.G.A. approved centre 

• Full time (one and three years) 
and part time courses 

• Opportunities to work on 
Golf Courses in Florida 

• A Nationally recognised BTEC 
qualification 

Contact Liz James or Richard Gibbs 

LANCASHIRE COLLEGE OF 
AGRICULTURE & HORTICULTURE 

Myerscough Hall, Bilsborrow, Preston, Lanes., 
PR3 OR Y. Tel: 0995 40617 Fax: 0995 40842 

SPARSHOLT 
COLLEGE 
HAMPSHIRE 

GREENKEEPING & GOLF COURSE 

MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

Sparsholt is unique in offering a wide range of full and part-time prac-
tical training, including 
Full-time Courses 

BTEC National Diploma in Golf Course and Sportsground Management (3 years) 
National Certificate in Greenkeeping and Sportsground Management (1 year) 

Part-time Courses 
A full range of day, evening or residential block courses. 

For further details contact: 
The Courses Adviser, Sparsholt College, Hampshire, 

Nr Winchester, Hants S021 2NF (Tel: 0962 72441). 
Sparsholt is a Greenkeeper Training Committee Approved College 

REASEHEATH a CHESHIRE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

The Centre of Excellence for Greenkeeping 
Training in the Midlands and the North West 

Phase II Golf Greenkeeping Day & Block Release 
Phase III Golf Greenkeeping Day & Block Release 
Phase IV Golf Greenkeeping Block Release 
Horticultural Machinery C&G 395 Day & Block Release 

Superb practical facilities, including a nine hole golf course 

Easily accessible by road and rail 
Contact: Dennis Mortram, Cheshire College of Agriculture, Reaseheath, 

NANTWICH, Cheshire CW5 6DF. Tel: 0270 625131 

Education 

Lord Whitelaw feels the quality of the Elmwood turf offered to him by 
third year student, Brian Story of Silloth on Solway 

Elmwood award 
winners honoured 
The award winning greenkeepers 
at Elmwood College, Cupar, were 
doubly honoured recently when 
they received their awards from 
the BIGGA President, Lord 
Whitelaw. 

Lord Whitelaw began the day 
at Elmwood by meeting and 
chatting with second and third 
year greenkeeping students on a 
National Certificate Block 
Release course. He met the sec-
ond year students in one of the 
Engineering Division's workshops 
where they were being instructed 
in a machinery maintenance 
module, while the third year stu-
dents met him, appropriately 
enough, on the College 5-hole 
golf course where they were con-
structing bunkers. 

Brian Story, a third year stu-
dent and award winner, was 
instantly recognised by Lord 
Whitelaw as a greenkeeper from 

his home course at Silloth on Sol-
way in Cumbria. This was a 
happy event with Lord Whitelaw 
posing for photographs with the 
students for the national and 
local press, laughing and joking 
at every opportunity. 

His lordship then attended an 
official luncheon in the College's 
training restaurant before the 
award ceremony began. 

Lord Whitelaw discusses the finer 
points of greenkeeper education 
with Neil Thomas 

All greenkeeping award winners pose with Lord Whitelaw. Also pictured 
are Mrs Carol Borthwick, Senior Lecturer in Greenkeeping and Mike 
Taylor, Head of Horticulture 


