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The views expressed within this column are not 
necessarily those of Greenkeeper International

A column for writers and members to air and share 
their views on golf greenkeeping topics 9 9The Back Nine

 
quote

The second part of Ian Tomlinson’s article on snow sees him offer his conclusions on 
dealing with the white stuff after describing his winters in Scandinavia

Last winter we left the snow 
on the greens and as warm 
air was forecast we started to 
remove the snow by February. 
If you have a large volume 
of snow on the greens and 
the temperatures are rising 
removal of the snow is a good 
thing. 

The greens came out clean. I was 
very pleased - but 24 hours later I 
had lost five greens to snow mould. 
I had never experienced this situa-
tion before. It seems that the fungal 
spores were just sitting on the green 
surface. As the temperature rose the 
top 1cm of the green thawed and 
water was in evidence - it seemed 
the fungal spores were carried right 
throughout the green and a green 
which was blemish free 24 hours 
earlier had 60% of the turf removed. 
Frightening.

The winter of 2010/2011 was 
another tough one for us. Rain fell 
mid November and the next day 
30cm of the white stuff came down. 
The greens were not frozen. This 
situation is dangerous. I have seen 
snow mould fungus up to 30cm 
in diameter covered in mycelium 
form in less than 24 hours under 
this condition. The temperature fell 
to -12 yet the snow insulated the 
green and the turf surface was still 
not frozen. We removed the snow as 
more was forecast. 

The greens were clean but as the 
temperature was hovering around 
-10 the greens now froze - perfect 
scenario. The snow returned but 
we were a lot more relaxed. As a 
team we decided we would remove 
the snow on the greens in shaded 
environments when necessary 
and leave the good greens out in 
the open covered. The snow was 
down for ten weeks, and the result 
was no damage by snow mould. In 
contrast the remainder of the course 
was seriously attacked. Fairways 
on the seven holes which grow on 
peat and have high smooth stalk 
meadowgrass content really suf-
fered due to these soils holding more 

moisture and a grass species more 
susceptible to disease. The other 
fairways with higher, finer grass 
content and a better clay soil had 
a lot less damage. We had only five 
days when the temperature rose 
above freezing from the middle of 
November to March.

In my experience fescue greens 
will get attacked by snow mould 
but it is not an issue. They play 
as normal, firm and true, and the 
discoloured blemishes disappear 
very fast in spring. It seems that 
young fescue turf is attacked quite 
easily by snow mould in the first few 
years but then seems to build up a 
resistance.

Some colleagues state that remov-
ing snow off the greens midwinter 
can cause just as much damage 
to the grass by desiccation. I have 
personally not experienced this. One 
winter I had greens with no snow 
cover but it was –25 and there was 
no damage. Again, the outcome is 
dependent on the grass types you 
have. Poa annua is top of the list 
of grasses susceptible to death by 
desiccation and fescue the least. 

To sum up: 

- Harden off the turf with Iron 
Sulphate, Potassium Sulphate and 
Seaweed. 

- Aerate as much as possible and 
try and leave the holes open before 
the snow comes.

- Promote good cultural practices 
to keep disease at bay by removing 
dew and good woodland manage-
ment around your green sites to 
allow air and sunlight in. 

- Direct your greens management 
programme towards favouring the 
finer grasses over poa annua. The 
day fungicides are removed you will 
be glad that you did.

- If there is a risk of snow mould 
damage due to weather and envi-
ronment remove the snow.

- If a layer of ice has formed on 
your greens try to crack it.

I hope that some of this informa-
tion will help you decide the best 
course of action to take in the future 
as global warming becomes more of 
an issue and fungicides are removed 
by the EU!
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ensures that the cost of 
living is incredibly high 
with two thirds of his salary 
disappearing in taxes!
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M ore than 100 years of experience goes 
into the making of Baroness products, 
giving unrivalled cutting quality and the 
very lowest running costs. 

 
For more than 20 years Baroness has been build-
ing the LM315 with our very own "hybrid" drive 
system which minimises the amount of hydraulic 
lines by using cable drive to the cutting units. 
 
Now available with a 21hp 3-cylinder diesel en-
gine and offering industry leading light weight 
combined with outstanding traction, the Baroness 
LM315 is now available to view on your golf 
course. 
 
Many UK Golf Clubs are already benefitting from 
the matchless Baroness quality of cut from all our 
other models in the Baroness golf course reel-
mower range. 
 
Baroness also produces the GM2800, a semi-
rough 5-unit rotary mower which is class-leading 
in cutting quality and traction ability. 
 
NEW for 2014! 
 
Introducing the Baroness LM2400, a truly light-
weight fairway mower that doesn’t disappoint on 
cutting quality or performance! 
 
Baroness………..truly quality on demand! 
 
 

Kyoeisha UK Ltd. a subsidiary of 
Kyoeisha Co. Ltd. of  Japan  

www.baronessuk.com 
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