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Orlando looms for delegates

Over the last few weeks I have been
involved in interviewing the twenty
BIGGA members who were shortlisted for
the BIGGA Delegation to next year’s Golf
Industry Show in Orlando.

As ever we were presented with a very
difficult choice as there are only ten places
available but the calibre of candidate was
extremely high and [ am confident that the
selected few will represent the Association
and the sponsors Bernhard & Company with
distinction.

Making the telephone calls to the successful
candidates ranks very highly in my favourite
tasks of the year but conversely having to
break the news to the ten unsuccessful ones is
something I do not relish, particularly when all
have worked so hard and demonstrated great
passion for their vocation during the process.
As ever, our thanks go to Bernhard & Company
for their continued support of this fantastic
member benefit.

A recurring theme throughout the interviews
was the passion for the game of golf that
drove practically all of the candidates into the
industry in the first place. Iwas reminded
of that passion during our recent National
Championship held over the magnificent
Red Course at Frilford Heath Golf Club when
members, young and old, low handicap
and high gathered for two days of golf and
camaraderie.

In a revenge mission following the English
plundering of the title north of the border last
year it was the Scottish National Champion,
Gordon Sangster of Cathkin Braes Golf Club,
who left with the spoils after a first class
performance capping a fine year for him on
the course. Congratulations to Gordon and
to all the winners in the various categories,
and of course our gratitude goes to both of our
generous sponsors, Kubota and Charterhouse,
and to Sid Arrowsmith and his colleagues at
Frilford Heath for their wonderful hospitality.

With the clocks going back the focus for the
Association turns to education. It is conference
season and [ am immensely looking forward
to this month’s Regional Conferences for the

opportunities to learn and to spend time with
so many BIGGA members. Without exception
the conferences represent fantastic learning
and development opportunities and are great
value - I hope to see many of you there.

There are also many seminars and
workshops being arranged at Section level and
by the trade, all of which provide opportunities
for Continuing Professional Development. As
of 1 November it is now possible for members
to update their CPD profile online through our
website www.bigga.org.uk, please refer to the
CPD pages within the Education section for
more detail.

I am pleased to report a very encouraging
start to bookings for the Continue to Learn
programme at BTME in January. Places are
already limited on a number of workshops and
seminars. [ have said before that a well planned
visit to Harrogate cannot fail to make you a
better turf manager, if you haven'’t already I
would urge you to do that planning as soon as
possible to avoid disappointment.

Elsewhere in these pages you will read of
further developments at BTME, notably the
launch of the BIGGA Welcome Celebration
featuring the legendary Peter Alliss and his
musings on the development of the game and
its courses over his years in golf. Entry is free
and I sincerely hope that all of you will take
the opportunity to join us in celebrating the
Association at what will be the centrepiece of
BTME week.

Enjoy the read.
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Jim Croxton, BIGGA CEO
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