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WELCOME FROM BIGGA

Browsing social media on the Monday 
after Adam Scott’s magnificent Masters 
win it was clear that a lot of Greenkeeper 
International readers had been glued to 
the TV coverage and were going to be a 
bit bleary eyed as they prepared their 
courses that morning. 

For as long as I can remember I have 
considered it compulsory to watch the year’s 
first major unfold on television and whilst the 
early hours conclusion does not combine well 
with greenkeeper hours it is clear I’m not alone 
in this industry with that view.  Once again 
the Augusta National golf course provided 
a fantastic examination for the best players 
on the planet and whilst it was unfortunate 
that a couple of rules incidents threatened to 
overshadow the play, the thrilling finish giving 
Scott his first major was a great advert for the 
sport. The immaculate conditioning once again 
showcased course management to a worldwide 
audience - whether it creates unrealistic 
expectations amongst our own golfers or 
not it is clearly a great shop window for the 
profession.

Augusta weekend marks the traditional start 
to the golfing season and, with due deference 
to the intervening US Open, also whets the 
appetite for the upcoming Open Championship 
which this year is to be held at the wonderful 
Muirfield.  I vividly remember the last time 
the tournament was held there when strong 
winds on the Saturday blew some of the world’s 
finest off course with Tiger Woods registering 
the worst round of his career. The current 
champion Ernie Els then came through a four 
man playoff to claim his first Claret Jug. Els 
is in the unusual position of being both the 
defending champion and the last man to win 
at this year’s venue.  In this month’s magazine 
(page 20) we take a look at the preparation work 
that the Course Manager Colin Irvine has put 
in as he builds up to what is in my view the 
world’s greatest golf tournament.  

The BIGGA Open Support Team are also 
gearing up to the event and I am looking 

forward to getting to know this year’s successful 
group as they play their part in ensuring the 
success of the Championship.

Last month I was privileged to attend the 
inaugural Future Turf Managers Initiative 
made possible by Jacobsen.  

Held at Ransomes Jacobsen’s impressive 
Ipswich headquarters the Initiative offered an 
intense management training and mentoring 
experience for the twenty BIGGA members 
who had been selected to attend.  The event 
was both inspiring and informative and it 
was fantastic to see the young, aspirant 
Future Turf Managers interact with each 
other and their mentors who had given up 
their time to participate.  In depth sessions 
on communication skills, budgeting, 
organisational politics and managing different 
personalities were all hugely relevant to 
the skills needed by the modern course 
manager, or any manager for that matter.  I 
would like to publicly take this opportunity 
to thank Jacobsen for their superb support 
of the Initiative and the five mentors for their 
generous commitment to the event itself and to 
their role as group mentors.

These pages contain a review of the event and 
also the first part of an excellent two-part article 
by Kevin Munt who explores the ‘18 holes’ to 
a successful career as a course manager.  The 
front nine commences on page 30 with the 
homeward stretch to follow in June.

Enjoy the read
Jim Croxton, BIGGA CEO

Great Scott triggers Open countdown
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FOR A LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE 

ON YOUR COURSE, CALL 01473 270000

www.ransomesjacobsen.com

GP400

The Jacobsen GP400 Diesel ride-on greens mower is full of brilliant ideas. 

To ensure superior turf conditions, our engineers included free-� oating 

steerable cutting heads with Classic XP™ reels along with a complete Greens 

Management System including verticutters and groomers. To make the GP400 

easy to use and maintain, they added a one-touch joystick for lift/lower, a 

swing-out centre reel, and onboard backlapping. Add some brilliance to your 

course with the GP400 ride-on greens mower from Jacobsen.
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