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Around The Green

shows there is a need for such 
courses. More information can 
be gained from the website, on 
the training course we will be 
putting on in the near future.

Arnold Phipps-Jones www.
essexbigga.co.uk  07764 
862337 essexbigga@talktalk.
net 

SOUTH WEST 
& WALES

SOUTH WEST
The weather must be men-

tioned - after one of the wettest 
Decembers on record, a solidly 
frozen January and a wet, cold 
and dark start to February 
(some might call it winter!) there 
are glimmers of a respite on the 
horizon. This morning the sun 
is shining, temperatures are up 
ever so slightly and there is a 
touch of spring in the air, long 
may it continue. 

On 5 March the section is 
hosting a brilliant event at 
Chippenham Golf Club. The 
day will involve a course walk in 
the morning hosted by Course 
Manager Chris Sealey who 
will give everyone a tour of the 
recently constructed holes and 
detail the trials and tribulations 
that challenged the club during 
and since construction. Follow-
ing on in the afternoon there will 
be five presentations given by 
greenkeepers from across the 
region, most of which you will 
know. 

As promised last month the 
years fixtures have been final-
ised and are as follows: Wed 24 
April, AmAm Minchinhampton 
GC, Wed 29 May Section V 
Secretaries The Manor House, 
Wed 12 June Summer Tourna-
ment Kingsdown GC, Thurs 15 
August Section v Welsh Chip-
ping Sodbury, Thur 26 Sept Sec-
tion v South Coast North Wilts 
GC, Wed 16 Oct AGM Filton GC 
and finally Thur 19 Dec Christ-
mas Tournament Ogbourne 
Downs GC. Please note that the 
Summer Tournament tee times 
have been pushed back to 1pm 
with light lunch before to enable 
more of us to make it after a 
morning at work.

We will get all of these dates 
onto BIGGA South West 
Facebook and also they will be 
coming out via email mailing 
list. If anyone is not receiving 
Section emails please email 
Adam or myself and we will 
get your address onto the list 
(adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk). It was great to see such 
a strong contingency of South 
West greenkeepers in Har-
rogate for BTME. A great week 

was had by all and some of us 
even found time to catch up 
with mates both old and new 
following long days in both the 
show and Continue to Learn. 
Keep up the support, see you all 
at the upcoming Section days 
and keep the news coming in. 
Jaey Goodchild (07984422295 
j.goodchild@bowood.org)

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Our February meeting was 
held at Thurlestone Golf Club, 
South Devon. After some very 
wet overnight conditions includ-
ing snow within a few miles 
away, we were very pleased to 
complete this event and thank 
you to the 50 attendees who 
made the journey. The golf 
format for the day was individual 
Stableford playing for the Toro 
trophy. Results: 1 John Wels-
ford (Warren) 34 points, 2 Pete 
Newman (Wrangaton) 33pts, 3 
Gordon Tamblyn (Mullion) 31 
pts. Gordon also won longest 
drive and nearest the pin. 

The remaining members were 
taken on a course walk led by 
Vic Dyer (Head Greenkeeper). 
Vic has been at Thurlestone for 
18 years and has been Head 
Greenkeeper for seven years. 
The attendees saw all parts 
of the course which was in 
fantastic condition and a credit 
to Vic and the team. The walk 
culminated in a visit to their 
brand new maintenance facili-
ties. The new complex has been 
extremely well designed and laid 
out taking into consideration 
visual impact and economy of 
space. I would strongly suggest 
that if anyone were considering 
upgrading their facilities to visit 
Thurlestone.

A huge thank you to our spon-
sors for the day, Devon Garden 
Machinery and Martyn Lane 
Golf for sponsoring the day and 
the prizes. Also, a big thank you 
to Vic, the Greenkeeping team 
and all the staff at Thurlestone 
for helping it become a very suc-
cessful and enjoyable day.

Section Minibus was taken 
up to Harrogate again this year, 
sponsored by Famura and Sher-
riff Amenity a big thank you to 
both for supporting the Section. 
Nine members made use of this 
including Kevin Paterson (Tre-

vose) sponsored by the Region, 
Martin Cornish (Launceston) 
selected and sponsored by 
Duchy College. Special mention 
to Anthony “Jacko” James for 
driving the bus again, especially 
with the wintery conditions, 
thanks Jacko!

Our Spring Seminar this 
year will be at St Mellion on 
Wednesday 13 March, details of 
which should have been sent to 
you before now. If you have not 
already secured a place, please 
contact me asap!

Our Summer Meetings to 
put into your diary: The Point 
at Polzeath Wednesday 22 
May, Section Championships. 
Teignmouth Golf Club, Tuesday 
2 July, Devon v Cornwall match.

George Pitts 07929 754401 
gpitts@yelvertongolf.co.uk

SOUTH WALES

Good Morning South Wales, 
I’ll start by saying WOW what a 
fantastic BTME this year. I have 
never seen the show as busy as 
it was Tuesday and Wednesday 
considering some of the machin-
ery guys were not in attendance 
and more importantly the hor-
rendous driving conditions on 
the way up. 

I’ve never seen so many guys 
from South Wales make the over 
500 mile round trip (even the 
Cradoc team) to join and sup-
port the show. Without you guys 
attending and supporting the 
trade stands many of the things 
we are able to do within BIGGA 
wouldn’t be possible.

Good old Welsh weather! With 
the snow finally melted the fol-
lowing week saw over 150mm of 
rain in places making what has 
already been a dreadful winter 
even worse. “Please the man 
upstairs can you please give us 
a nice, warm, sunny summer 
we need one please.” 

I can now report our first 
golfing fixture will take place 
on March 29 at Fairwood Park 
GC near Swansea, the event is 
a stableford format so hopefully 
we can get as many of you guys 
attending as possible. Please 
ask all members of your team to 
come and take part, please book 
your places with Gareth Knight 
as usual.

Kind Regards, Peter H

Scotland 
John Cunningham, St. Andrews Links 
trust, Central Section
Euan Kay, SRUC (Elmwood), Central 
Section
Peilun Zhong, SRUC (Elmwood), Central 
Section
Danyu Li, SRUC (Elmwood), Central 
Section
Charlie Shewan, Nairn Dunbar Golf Club, 
north Section
Martin Smith, nairn Golf Club, north 
Section

Northern Region 
Paul thornhill, Davenport Golf Club, 
north West Section
Craig Mckenna, Hillside Golf Club, north 
West Section
Jonathan Baggley, Brough Golf Club, 
Sheffield Section
Matthew Foord, Old Padeswood Golf 
Club, north Wales Section

Midland Region 
Matthew Healey, North Worcestershire 
Golf Club, Midland Section
Marcus Davies, Stratford-on-Avon Golf 
Club, Midland Section
Ian Davies, Ingestre Park Golf Club, 
Midland Section
Ashley Rycroft, Cleethorpes Golf Club, 
east of england Section
Andrew Watts, Thamesvalley Lawn Care, 
Berks/Bucks & oxon Section
Martin Field, Harewood Downs Golf Club, 
Berks/Bucks & oxon Section
Mark Willis, Vectra Landscapes, Berks/
Bucks & oxon Section
Simon Willis, Vectra Landscapes, Berks/
Bucks & oxon Section
Adrian Harris, Hellidon Lakes Hotel & 
Country Club, Mid Anglia Section
Scott Waddell, Harpenden Golf Club, Mid 
Anglia Section

South East Region 
Samuel Sexton, Coulsdon Manor Golf 
Course, Surrey Section
Daniel regan, Buckinghamshire Golf 
Club (The), Surrey Section
Alan Sheppard, Royal St George’s Golf 
Club, kent Section
James Briggs, East Sussex National Golf 
Club, Sussex Section

South West/South Wales region 
Tom Parsons, Dudsbury Golf Club, South 
Coast Section
Philip Attwood, Hampshire Constabulary, 
South Coast Section
Anthony Daniels, Hampshire 
Constabulary, South Coast Section
David Humphry, Hampshire Constabulary, 
South Coast Section
James Weir, Hampshire Constabulary, 
South Coast Section
Colby Engert, Parkstone Golf Club, South 
Coast Section

overseas 
Sylvia Odihili Affiliate Member, Nigeria
Jenz Laffert, Burgwedeler Golf-
Immobilien GmbH & Co, Germany
Juhani Koski, Arctic Nature Product Oy, 
Finland
Jon White, Golf De Morfontaine, France
tom Malehorn, Aquatrols, USA

For more information on 
new members log in to 
the Members’ Area of the 
BIGGA Website.

BIGGA welcomes the 
following new members

Details of your Section’s events 
in 2013 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue Contact

MARCH 2013

March 13th Devon & Cornwall Spring 
Seminar

St Mellion G&CC, 
Saltash

George Pitts Tel: 07929 754401 or Email: gpitts.
yelverton@gmail.com

March 15th NAsOR – Keep It Clean & 
Legal, City & Guilds 

City & Guilds Office, 
Glasgow

City & Guilds, email: ltptraining@cityandguilds.
com

March 21st Woodland Management 
Workshop

Easingwold Golf Club The GTC, David Golding, Tel: 01347 838640 or 
email: golf@the-gtc.co.uk

March 29th South Wales Section Event Fairwood Park Golf 
Club

Gareth Knight Email: garethknightuk@yahoo.
co.uk

APRIL 2013

April 16th South Coast Section 
Spring Tournament

Remedy Oak Golf Club Alex McCombie, Tel: 07561 001299 or Email: 
southcoastsecretary@gmail.com

April 17th North East Section Spring 
Competition

Heworth Golf Club, 
Gateshead

Jimmy Richardson Tel: 07910 641745 or Email: 
jamesrichardson17@sky.com

April 23rd Scotland, East Section 
Outing

Seahouses Golf Club John Young, Tel: 07776 242120 or Email: 
johnyoung@bigga.co.uk

April 23rd North Wales Section 
Spring Tournament

Bull Bay Golf Club Carl Crocher, Tel: 07702 316886 

April 24th South West Section Golf 
Day

Minchinhampton Golf 
Club

Adam Matthews, Tel: 07732 503855 or Email: 
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.co.uk

BIGGA Regional Conferences
Midlands - 6 November 
2013. Forest Hill Golf & 
Country Club, Leicester.

 Contact Sandra Raper  
- 07866 366966

North- 7 November 2013 
at Phoenix Sports Club, 
Rotherham.

 Contact Sandra Raper  
- 07866 366966

South East- 2013 date 
and location tbc.

 Contact Clive Osgood  
- 01737 819343 / 07841 948410

South West & South 
Wales - 21 November 
2013 at Oaktree  
Arena, Bristol.

Contact Jane  
Jones - 01454 270850 /  
07841 948110


