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Around The Green Around The Green
passionate talks by Alistair 
Beggs, Dr Su Hodgson, David 
Williams and Deeside college. 
Edward Ainsworth was unwell 
so not available to attend, let’s 
hope he will be able to give his 
talk in next autumn/winter’s 
seminars. We have to give a big 
thank you to Deeside College 
for hosting the seminar, a great 
venue. 

This year’s three competition 
forms have now been approved 
to be posted out, with Bull bay 
golf club being our firs port of 
call 23 April and I’m sure Andy 
Peel will give us all a great day, 
please remember to post your 
forms and cheques to Carl Cro-
cher ASAP. In other news Harry 
Barbour posted on our Face-
book group that he was looking 
for employment and has now 
secured a place for the season 
with Huw Roberts at Henlle Golf 
Club. Sadly Fred Grundy parted 
company with Maesdu golf club 
after 25 years in their employ-
ment we all wish him all the best 
in his future endeavours. 

If you have any news you 
wish to share please feel free 
to contact me. Pete Maybury 
petemayb66@aol.com 07756 
001187 Facebook North Wales 
B.I.G.G.A     

MIDLAND 
REGION

EAST MIDLAND

I was struggling for inspiration 
this month for my notes, what 
with snow laying on the ground 
for two weeks during BTME 
and the following week, then 
considerable rainfall melting it 
and washing it away when sud-
denly the news broke………’Of 
course of course a Kingdom for 
my course!’. 

It was Richard III after all, he’d 
been laying undetected for over 
500 years under a tarmac car 
park in the historic city of Leices-
ter. Richard is now up there with 
some very illustrious names 
from the city, Daniel Lambert, 
Willie Thorne, Gary Lineker, 
Mark Selby, Dave Bartram and 
of course the legend that is Gok 
Wan. With historical figures of 
such stature the village of York’s 
claim over Richard doesn’t really 

stand a chance, so hands off our 
King. I’ve already booked my 
font side seat for the ceremony 
in Leicester Cathedral! The sec-
tion will be hosting events this 
year at Beedles Lake (Spring) 
on 10 April, Kedleston Park 
(Summer) on 1 August, Lutter-
worth (AGM) on 31 October and 
Kilworth Springs (Christmas) 
on 4 December plus of course 
the Par 3 competition at Nailcote 
Hall in July. 

You will be notified in plenty 
of time about the details of these 
fixtures and can I encourage as 
many members as possible to 
update their email addresses 
with Nick Miles by contacting 
him at biggaeastmid@gmail.
com This will help the flow of 
information from the section to 
its members to be as smooth 
and efficient as possible. On 
April 14 I will be running in the 
Brighton Marathon. 

I shall be running this year 
for Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Research in memory of a friend 
of mine, Paul Glennon who died 
in 2012 aged 56. I have a Just-
Giving page set up www.Just-
Giving.com/Greg-Skinner1 
so anyone who would like to 
support me can donate via the 
JustGiving.com page. Honestly 
though, anything that you feel 
generous enough to support 
this charity with will go towards 
an extremely worthwhile cause. 
‘Show me that tush girlfriend’ – 
just a little Gokabulary to sign 
off with…Greg Skinner 07970 
095264  greg.skinner92@btint-
ernet.com

MIDLAND

Finally, we’re the right side 
of winter. A year of rubbish 
weather is hopefully behind us 
all. Our first event is to be held 
at Robin Hood Golf Club on 14 
May. Please get your entries to 
Gary ASAP - you never know I 
might come out of retirement, 
as Robin Hood was my grand-
father’s favourite club in the 
Midlands.

We are in the middle of 
arranging a trip to the new FA 
Academy, St. George’s Park at 
Burton, which should be during 
April. The date is yet to be 
confirmed so please keep your 
eye on the section website www.

biggamidlandsection.co.uk for 
further details. This month’s 
calendar sponsor is Redtech. 
A new company, but headed 
and supported by old trusted 
friends: -  Service Graham 
Hall: 07702 154987 - Backed 
by Kevin Blake in Parts: 01676 
523287. They have given noth-
ing but excellence and I do not 
say that lightly. Sean McDade

EAST OF ENGLAND

Apologies for the lack of writ-
ing the last couple of months, 
the laptop has been playing up, 
probably in protest at lack of use 
due to the purchase of an iPad!  
All seems to be working again 
now. Another excellent show 
and education programme 
were once again put on by all 
BIGGA staff at BTME again this 
year.  Despite the best efforts of 
the weather to put people off, it 
seemed like another very good 
turnout. 

Our final golf day of 2012 
took place at Rutland County 
Golf Club and was held jointly 
with the East Midland section. 
At the time it was a surprise to 
find any course open after the 
weeks of constant rainfall that 
had been endured. Credit has 
to go to Jamie Goddard and his 
staff for presenting the course 
for us in the most difficult of 
circumstances. 

Despite the wind and cold 
weather a good turnout arrived 
for the Texas Scramble competi-
tion, which gives club members 
a chance to interact with other 
greenkeepers and hopefully 
realise that their club’s problems 
are not just their own! Many 
thanks go to the sponsors for 
the day, Rigby Taylor, Mansfield 
Sands and Barenbrug who all 
supplied an excellent range of 
prizes. 

The results were: 1 Nick Miles, 
Nigel Colley, Lee Secker, Nick 
Nottingham 2 Carl Chamber-
lain, James Dair, Ash Bulpitt, 
Ian Abrahams 3 Pete Fell, Gary 
Salisbury, Steve Hopkins, J Lip-
pett. Nearest the pin were Ian 
Collett and Alex Clarricoates. 
Once again thanks to all the 
sponsors of the day and to all 
at Rutland County for their 
hospitality. Thanks also to all 
from the East Midland section 

for their contribution to the 
day, and to Sandra Raper for an 
excellent job with the raffle. Our 
golf calendar for this year has 
been finalised and should be 
here next month. All the best for 
2013. Steve Beverly, Imming-
ham Golf Club.

MID ANGLIA

I hope you are all well and in 
good spirits, living in the eternal 
hope that Spring may just be 
around the corner. I am starting 
to feel like Michael Fish in these 
reports as all i go on about is 
the weather. We were hit with 
yet another bout of heavy snow 
in February leaving all courses 
closed again for the 3rd time in 
quick succession. 

This really isn’t ideal and 
having seen many of you on 
my travels I know that we will 
all be pleased to see the back of 
this harsh winter and praying 
for some warmth and sunshine 
soon as most of us have forgot-
ten what the sun looks and feels 
like. With that in mind if you 
haven’t already please make 
time to see or contact some of 
the wonderful sponsors of our 
section and see if they have 
any new products, machines 
or advise that could make that 
little bit of difference to your 
course for 2013. 

As we know times are tough 
so it is always good to check that 
you aren’t missing out by shop-
ping around. Once again please 
let me know if you have any 
news or info for the section as 
it really helps. Darren (Michael 
Fish) d.mugford@rigbytaylor.
com

SOUTH EAST 
REGION

SURREY

San Diego is well known for 
having the best weather in the 
United States and one of the 
best climates in the world. It 
rarely gets too hot, never gets 

too cold, and averages only 10 
inches of rain a year, or so they 
say. So you can imagine my 
delight to get away and get a 
bit of sun close to the Mexican 
border while attending the 
GCSAA show. 

The show proved a hit, while 
the rain gods gave us a few 
hailstones and a breezy taste 
of British climate from home, 
the downtown Gaslamp quar-
ter filled with a cosmopolitan 
populace of greenkeepers and 
industry professionals, revel-
ling with their international 
partners in the abundance 
of dining venues of which the 
area had to offer. What a great 
city!

Torrey Pines GC perched 
high on the tranquil seaside 
bluffs overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean is one of the nation’s 
best municipals, and one I had 
the pleasure of playing on a 
very cold and windy day. The 
South course was home to the 
2008 US Open and recognized 
by many as one of the greatest 
championships in history. 

On the day, we were treated 
to magnificent views of the 
Pacific Ocean featuring deep 
canyons. Enough said. On 18 
April, our host Mark Harvey 
and Co welcome you all to a 
Texas Scramble format at the 
wonderful Epsom Downs GC, 
which forms a natural topog-
raphy for golf. It presents a 
course as nature intended, full 
of character and challenging 
golfers to use a full repertoire 
of shots.  

So get your entry forms on 
the website and come along for 
a great day out.

Next month, a full and 
fascinating account on the 
travels of Gary Ogilvy’s blazer, 
a well worn garment that can 
often be seen at all the golf 
days, on and off the course.  
Finally, congratulations to 
Sam Bethell, Greenkeeper at 
The Richmonbd GC, whose 
wife Jenny gave birth to their 
second daughter Caleigh on 16 
February. Mark Day

SUSSEX

Spring is just around the 
corner, honestly! Should we 

be expecting another hose pipe 
ban? I would like to start my 
report with the news that Rich-
ard Webb has moved to Purley 
Downs Golf Club as Deputy 
Head Greenkeeper after more 
than ten years at Copthorne 
Golf Club where he started 
on work experience. Another 
move this month is Jon Linser 
who has left Seaford Head Golf 
Course to start his own lawn 
care business, Telscombe 
Lawn Care (TLC). 

I am sure that you will all join 
me in wishing them both all the 
best in their new ventures. Pete 
Smith has done sterling work 
in securing a large number of 
sponsors for this year’s events 
with local golf clubs supporting 
the section and he has already 
arranged a full programme of 
golf at some excellent venues. 
Dates as follows: Spring 
Competition & National Cham-
pionships Qualifier Venue: 
The Dyke GC Date: 23rd May; 
Sussex Section Away Day 
Venue: Littlestone GC Date: 
19th June; Summer Competi-
tion Venue: Piltdown GC Date: 
1st August; Autumn Competi-
tion Venue: Beauport Park GC 
Date: 20th September; Turkey 
Trot Venue: Worthing GC Date: 
29th November

Make sure that you get these 
dates in your diary. If you would 
like any further information, 
please give me a call. I would 
be grateful if you could contact 
me with any news. Thanks, 
Chris Humphrey. Tel: 07912 
669457 or chris@collier-turf-
care.co.uk

ESSEX

After a delay of two months 
we have managed to hold our 
Christmas team event and 
AGM. Thursday 31 January 
dawned to a cool and windy 
day, overnight rain had left a 
few puddles around the course 
but few would complain. The 
snows of the previous week had 
gone and play was underway. 

The Essex Golf & Country 
Club was the venue and our 
President Martin Forrester 
and his team had turned the 
golf course out in great condi-
tion. Seventeen teams of four 
should have ventured out on 

the course but unfortunately 
six teams withdrew, through 
work and other commitments. 
A Texas Scramble format was 
played with some interesting 
results, as always! 1st Stoke 
by Nayland – 2nd Colchester 
Golf Club – 3rd Frinton Golf 
Club – Golfer of the Year, Liam 
Springett – Trade Golfer of the 
Year, Neil Peachey.

The AGM was held, before 
we played and was attended 
by a good number of section 
members. Outgoing Chairman 
Mark Stopps gave an emotional 
report thanking all the section 
for their support over his period 
as Chair. 

The treasurer’s report and 
competitions report were read 
by Tom Smith and Antony 
Kirwan respectively. Mark read 
out the Education report on 
behalf of Ian Wood who was 
unable to attend due to work 
commitments. Mark thanked 
all our sponsors for their back-
ing during the past season. 

He stated that with the help 
of the following, our golf and 
educational days had been 
a great success. Amenity 
Technology, Baileys of Norfolk, 
Banks Amenity Products, Bil-
lericay Farm Services, Blade, 
CMW Equipment, Collier Turf 
Care, Ernest Doe, Everris, 
Farmura Environmental, GM 
Amenity, Irrigation and Water, 
Limagrain UK, Otley College, 
Paynes Turf, Philip Liverton 
Ltd, P Tuckwell (John Deere), 
Premier Plan, Prime Irrigation 
Ltd, RainBird, Rigby Taylor, 
Chaingreen Ltd (Sea Nymph), 
Tey Farm Systems, Toro (Lely) 
and Writtle College. 

The election of Officers to 
the committee resulted in Ian 
Wood taking over as Chairman, 
Martin Forrester (President), 
Tom Smith (Treasurer), Arnold 
Phipps-Jones (Secretary), 
Antony Kirwan (Competitions), 
Ben Scrivener (Education) and 
Richard Freeman (Toro UK, 
Lely) (as Sponsors Representa-
tive). 

Martin Forrester thanked 
the outgoing Chairman and 
committee, for all their hard 
work on behalf of the section. 
Our thanks for the hospitality 
and good food we enjoyed from 
The Essex. It was a great day, 
with the rain staying away, just 
for once! 

Last month we held a First 
Aid training day at Upminster 
Golf Club. It was filled well 
before the closing date, which 

Name: 
Calvin 
Baldwin
Age: 30
Club:  
Gerrards 
Cross Golf 
Club
Position: 
Assistant 

Greenkeeper
Nickname: “Biggie” at work, or 
“Spit” at banger racing
 
How long have you been 
greenkeeping? 11 years
 
What was it about the career 
that attracted you? Working 
outdoors and finishing early
 
If you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be? 
A car mechanic
 
Which task do you most enjoy 
doing and why? Hand cutting 
greens, they look great once 
they’re finished
 
Which task do you least 
enjoy doing and why? Using 
the Allen Nationals, I’m always 
getting moaned at for going the 
wrong way
 
What one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve 
the greenkeepers’ lot? Better 
equipment, a decent pair of 
waterproofs and happy golfers 
that say hello
 
Hobbies? Football and Banger 
racing
 
Favourite Band? Don’t really 
have a favourite band, listen to 
whatever is on Radio One
 
Which team do you support 
(football or otherwise)? The 
mighty Leeds United and my 
banger racing team “The Surrey 
Street Squad”
 
What is your claim to fame? 
I banger raced the ambulance 
that appeared in the film “Hot 
Fuzz”

Assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...


