Notes

your notes to

SCOTLAND

CENTRAL

I'd like to start this month
by saying thanks to all the
companies who sponsor our
website as it is their continued
support which allows us to run
the Section and stage a variety
of events at minimal cost for
the members. If you go to www.
biggacentralsection.org.uk you
will see the different sponsors’
logos on the top left of the home
page. One click takes you to the
sponsors page and another click
on a company’s logo will take
you to each ones website. Also
on our website you can find the
results of the members survey
we carried out last year.

Congratulations from
everyone in the section to Lee
Strutt and Sami Collins on their
recent marriage. Everyone’s
best wishes also go to John
Robertson who has just retired
from Richard Aitkens. John
has been a “weel kent” face to
so many greenkeepers in this
area and further afield and will
be a hard act to replace! John,
we hope you keep in touch and
we continue to see you around.

Gordon

EAST

We start off this month with
a look back at another success-
ful BTME, seemed a very good
steady turnout over the 2 days
that I attended. The show had
some fantastic educational
seminars to take in. I thought
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Ryder Cup presentations were
first class and this was the big
highlight. I also attended the
James Bond night’ and that
reminds me I need to get myself
some of that gold body paint for
my new tee markers!

The theme went down well,
we had a great meal and then
the fun began with the casino
and the very competitive Aston
Martin simulator.

There was a slight downer on
the night though —we left 20,000
chips in the careful hands of
Stuart Taylor.

Unfortunately he invested
them into the wrong market on
the roulette table and cheerfully
informed us the next day that
we had lost the lot, so much for
an older head.

I would like to welcome on
board a couple of new patrons
to our section, they are SPS
Groundcare and Angus Horti-
culture, many thanks for your
support. Other things going on
in our section, European Tour
player and former Open Cham-
pion Paul Lawrie is redesigning
Whitekirk, should be an even
better track once it done.

Still waiting on some feedback
from the section on your inter-
est in our spring meeting being
played at Seahouses on 23 April,
again if interested in attending
please advise asap and we can
sort out travel plans, we have a
bus option available if required.
Looking forward to the Scottish
conference at Dunfermline at
the beginning of March, report
to follow in next month’s maga-
zine.

A final big well done to Ste-
phen Gallacher on his win at
the Emirates Golf Club on the
European tour last month and
good luck Stephen with your
newly formed Golf Foundation,
the most recent venue to host
the foundation was North Ber-
wick West Links in February.
Till next month guys, take care.
Scott Corrigan scottcorrigan4(@
aol.com or 07877098237

NORTH

By the time you get this report
the Scottish Conference will
have passed so hopefully there
was a good turn out from the
North Section. Paul has sent out
the 200 club tickets so hopefully
you have them all by now and
will have noticed we have 2
sponsors again this year Fair-
ways GM and Sherriff Amenity
so thanks very much to them for
their support.

The Spring outing is at Duff
House Royal on Thursday 25
April sorry to keep mentioning it
every month but it is important
we have as much support as
possible. Speaking about the
Spring outing I should remind
you that a decision was made
at the last committee meeting
that there would be no more
guests allowed at our outings
just members and trade.

There has been some move-
ment in the section with Chris
Watson leaving Peterculter Golf
Club and moving to the Paul
Lawrie Golf Centre and Adam
Lindsay leaving Inchmarlo Golf
Centre and moving to Peter-
culter Golf Club, Also Matthew
Smith from Newmachar Golf
Club is sadly leaving the indus-
try but good luck to them all in
their new positions.

Hugh McLatchie got in touch
to say he has now been Head
Greenkeeper at Peterhead Golf
Club for 25 happy years so I am
sure all the members pass on
their congratulations and I am
sure he could tell a few stories
after all that time.

Hugh has been in hospital for
an operation on his hip so best
wishes on a speedy recovery
but not too quick as it might
give someone else a chance to
win the committee trophy at
Duff House. Remember to get

in touch if you have any news,
no matter how small. Thanks
for now Robert Patterson mob
07931639548 and Dale Robert-
son 07784517534.

A

WEST

A couple of reminders for
those inclined to attend the
various educational events, the
scheduled conference at Dun-
fermline is planned for 5 March
and you will have received noti-
fication about this by the time
you read this article, I will report
on how things went in the next
issue.

The walk arranged for Loch
Lomond back in December
which was cancelled has been
re-arranged for 22 March as a
provisional date but please con-
tact David McBride regarding
this he will be contacting those
people who had intimated their
intentions to go previously first
of all and then open up to others
when spaces are available.

The spring outing is con-
firmed for 25 April at Buchan-
nan Castle golf club and thanks
to Ronnie Myles for arranging
that I'will look forward to playing
it as this is a venue I've never
experienced.

The Autumn outingis 19 Sep-
tember at Eastwood golf club,
which will be interesting consid-
ering all the changes that have
been made as aresult of the new
M77, thanks to Neil Lindsay for
arranging the course.

Congratulations to John
Garioch in securing the position
of head greenkeeper at Elderslie
golf club, I hope all goes well and
you have every success for the
future.

I have been approached
to organise a game of football
and would like to have a muck
about game first to select a team



and thought it might be okay to
organise the south of the river
against the north so I will be
looking for some candidates and
will be in contact with the month
for names. Finally, if anybody
has some information they wish
to share or you are interested in
the football then please contact
me on 07790823914, or stuart.
taylor@glasgowgolfclub.com.

NORTHERN
REGION

NORTH EAST

What a show this years BTME
was, first class education and
what made it special to me was
the amount of greenkeepers
from our Section who travelled
down and attended seminars. A
couple attended the workshops
from Alnmouth here is a golf
club that sends their staff down
on a regular basis year in year
out.

Myself, Craig Kilgour and
Jack Hetherington from Ponte-
land stayed overnight and took
in the seminar presented by
Curtis Tyrrell MG, this was well
attended and very interesting.
As the week continued more
greenkeepers from the section
arrived this time from Tyneside
GC who all attended the Syn-
genta seminar with ourselves
to listen to Henry Bechelet and
Simon Watson again another
packed house.

Other news - in January 2012
Tyneside GC embarked on a
programme of restoration work
due to the heavy rainfall last
year. In November 350metres
of 9in drainage was installed
running through three fairways
tying in and fixing broken dam-
aged drains.

Frank Pont the Dutch
architect returned in January
to oversee the re-building and
installation of 5 new bunkers on
the 17th, and tying them into
the newly installed drain. The
existing greenside bunker at the
11th has also been re-shaped,
several other drains have been
installed and repaired andtrees
have been cut back.

It’s a very busy time at Tyne-
side but the green staff have
enjoyed the work especially

restoring the Colt bunkering
which gives the course a unique
look in the area.

Also Michael McKenna
returned from an 18 month
internship in the USA at top
courses such as Scioto and Lake
Nono. He’s now moved to New
Zealand to work at The Hills -
another top rated club.

I've managed to enrol the
following members to the sec-
tion committee: Michael Gunn,
James Parker and David Wilkin-
son the new Course Manager
at Whitley Bay so expect a few
things to be lined up over the
next few months, further details
will be in published in the maga-
zine.

April 11th an Education
event will be held at a local golf
club with two top speakers on
behalf of the section between
7pm - 9pm,details will be sent
out to members over the next
few weeks non-members are
welcome as are anyone from the
Cleveland Section.

Nearly forgot - a section
match will be arranged against
the Cleveland section around
June/July which will be a eight
man team or similar. Jimmy

NORTHERN

I'm sat in glowing sunshine
looking out to blue skies and
thinking this time last week I
was knee deep in snow!

A few days of dry weather is
forecast so we can get on with
some much needed work on the
course. Interesting times for me
at the moment as we are having
our sheds rebuilt so we have
been busy moving the machines
out and sifting through 25 years
of stuff, you know that stuff the
old boy as stored away and “will
come in handy that will one
day”.

Back to the real world and we
had a little committee meeting
a few weeks ago to chew things
over, golf past and present
and any matters arising and
welcome Ade Holroyd from Bob
Wild to the section as trade rep.

As before with Mike Brier
from Rigby Taylor it’s great to
get their thoughts and ideas
regarding issues and I look
forward to working with Ade.
On our section days we strive

to get great courses to play on
and give you guys a good day out
and I'm delighted to say we can
keep these events at £20 as last
year. As always we must insist
thatjacket and tie are worn at all
these functions. Finally as stated
in last month’s notes I could
not attend BTME but feedback
has been positive. Please get
in touch if you have any news.
Andy Slingsby 07506407867
andy.slingsby98@googlemail.
com

CLEVELAND

News from the City of New-
castle Golf Club. Finally a little
respite in the weather means
Turf Care have started getting
their teeth into our rainage
which involves three greens and
we’ll be putting the dinghy back
into storage for a while, but it
might make a little longer to get
rid of our webbed feet!

Hopefully everyone enjoyed
their trip down to the BTME
which I found to be informative
and worthwhile. The highlight
for me was the online turf
management system called
TurfKeeper. I've been assured
that even me - a technophobe,
- can work this system.

It’s almost time for our Spring
Tournament which will be held
at Brancepeth Castle Golf Club.
Always a good day; plenty of bad
shots, prizes galore and good
craic.

On a more serious note, a
worrying trend that seems to
be developing in the area to
supposedly save money is the
removal of Head Greenkeepers,
leaving the day to day running
of the golf course to an elected
Committee from within the golf
club.

This to me is false economy
because of the reduction in staff
on the course as well as the loss
of expertise, leadership and
guidance in all aspects of course
maintenance.

We are all aware of the cur-
rent financial climate, but what
is forgotten is that people come
to a golf course to play golf. The
upkeep of the course should
always be the priority for any
golf club. So to all Greenkeepers
- keep up the good work! Barry
Walker

SHEFFIELD

Time flies for me these days as
I'm sure it does for many of you.
I find it quite unbelievable that
having battled across the Wood-
head Pass in the snow today I'm
now writing notes for the March
magazine. I'm sure that many
of you are ready for the warmer
temperatures and the possibil-
ity of a bit of growth to try and
establish some signs of a golf
course after all the inclement
weather. When some of us are
next together we could possibly
try and create a weather dance,
we could all take part in it so we
might hopefully get a summer
were we can create a golf course
to be proud of — or maybe I will
just practice it on my own! On
the section front we are hoping
to hold a lecture at the end of
this month which you should
have all received info on. Golf
fixtures for the year and fixture
cards should be reaching you
soon. Thanks once to all the
clubs who have given us the use
of their courses in the year.

Having spent three days at
BTME this year I had first-hand
experience of the quality of the
show and the seminars. Unfor-
tunately I didn’t see too many
guys from in our section — I'm
sure due in part to the weather
again - but if there are any other
reasons then please feel free to
contact me or someone at HQ.
That’s all from me, have a good
month and I hope the weather
gets things moving for you all.
James Stevens — 07738719614
- jimmy_jams20@hotmail.com

NORTH WALES

The season starts here
whether you like it or not, week-
end comps and weekday visiting
parties now start filling our dia-
ries. The North Wales and North
West late winter seminar took
place on Wednesday 13 Febru-
ary at Deeside college and on a
suitably snowy day, we where
treated to some very interesting
and in some occasions quite
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passionate talks by Alistair
Beggs, Dr Su Hodgson, David
Williams and Deeside college.
Edward Ainsworth was unwell
so not available to attend, let’s
hope he will be able to give his
talk in next autumn/winter’s
seminars. We have to give a big
thank you to Deeside College
for hosting the seminar, a great
venue.

This year’s three competition
forms have now been approved
to be posted out, with Bull bay
golf club being our firs port of
call 23 April and I'm sure Andy
Peel will give us all a great day,
please remember to post your
forms and cheques to Carl Cro-
cher ASAP. In other news Harry
Barbour posted on our Face-
book group that he was looking
for employment and has now
secured a place for the season
with Huw Roberts at Henlle Golf
Club. Sadly Fred Grundy parted
company with Maesdu golf club
after 25 years in their employ-
ment we all wish him all the best
in his future endeavours.

If you have any news you
wish to share please feel free
to contact me. Pete Maybury
petemayb66@aol.com 07756
001187 Facebook North Wales
BILG.GA

MIDLAND
REGION

%

EAST MIDLAND

Iwas struggling for inspiration
this month for my notes, what
with snow laying on the ground
for two weeks during BTME
and the following week, then
considerable rainfall melting it
and washing it away when sud-
denly the news broke......... "Of
course of course a Kingdom for
my course!’.

It was Richard Il after all, he’d
been laying undetected for over
500 years under a tarmac car
parkin the historic city of Leices-
ter. Richard is now up there with
some very illustrious names
from the city, Daniel Lambert,
Willie Thorne, Gary Lineker,
Mark Selby, Dave Bartram and
of course the legend that is Gok
Wan. With historical figures of
such stature the village of York’s
claim over Richard doesn’t really
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stand a chance, so hands off our
King. I've already booked my
font side seat for the ceremony
in Leicester Cathedral! The sec-
tion will be hosting events this
year at Beedles Lake (Spring)
on 10 April, Kedleston Park
(Summer) on 1 August, Lutter-
worth (AGM) on 31 October and
Kilworth Springs (Christmas)
on 4 December plus of course
the Par 3 competition at Nailcote
Hall in July.

You will be notified in plenty
of time about the details of these
fixtures and can I encourage as
many members as possible to
update their email addresses
with Nick Miles by contacting
him at biggaeastmid@gmail.
com This will help the flow of
information from the section to
its members to be as smooth
and efficient as possible. On
April 14 I will be running in the
Brighton Marathon.

I shall be running this year
for Leukemia & Lymphoma
Research in memory of a friend
of mine, Paul Glennon who died
in 2012 aged 56. I have a Just-
Giving page set up www.Just-
Giving.com/Greg-Skinnerl
so anyone who would like to
support me can donate via the
JustGiving.com page. Honestly
though, anything that you feel
generous enough to support
this charity with will go towards
an extremely worthwhile cause.
‘Show me that tush girlfriend’ -
just a little Gokabulary to sign
off with...Greg Skinner 07970
095264 greg.skinner92@btint-
ernet.com

MIDLAND

Finally, we’re the right side
of winter. A year of rubbish
weather is hopefully behind us
all. Our first event is to be held
at Robin Hood Golf Club on 14
May. Please get your entries to
Gary ASAP - you never know I
might come out of retirement,
as Robin Hood was my grand-
father’s favourite club in the
Midlands.

We are in the middle of
arranging a trip to the new FA
Academy, St. George’s Park at
Burton, which should be during
April. The date is yet to be
confirmed so please keep your
eye on the section website www.

biggamidlandsection.co.uk for
further details. This month’s
calendar sponsor is Redtech.
A new company, but headed
and supported by old trusted
friends: - Service Graham

Hall: 07702 154987 - Backed
by Kevin Blake in Parts: 01676
523287. They have given noth-
ing but excellence and I do not
say that lightly. Sean McDade

EAST OF ENGLAND

Apologies for the lack of writ-
ing the last couple of months,
the laptop has been playing up,
probably in protest at lack of use
due to the purchase of an iPad!
All seems to be working again
now. Another excellent show
and education programme
were once again put on by all
BIGGA staff at BTME again this
year. Despite the best efforts of
the weather to put people off, it
seemed like another very good
turnout.

Our final golf day of 2012
took place at Rutland County
Golf Club and was held jointly
with the East Midland section.
At the time it was a surprise to
find any course open after the
weeks of constant rainfall that
had been endured. Credit has
to go to Jamie Goddard and his
staff for presenting the course
for us in the most difficult of
circumstances.

Despite the wind and cold
weather a good turnout arrived
for the Texas Scramble competi-
tion, which gives club members
a chance to interact with other
greenkeepers and hopefully
realise that their club’s problems
are not just their own! Many
thanks go to the sponsors for
the day, Rigby Taylor, Mansfield
Sands and Barenbrug who all
supplied an excellent range of
prizes.

The results were: 1 Nick Miles,
Nigel Colley, Lee Secker, Nick
Nottingham 2 Carl Chamber-
lain, James Dair, Ash Bulpitt,
Ian Abrahams 3 Pete Fell, Gary
Salisbury, Steve Hopkins, J Lip-
pett. Nearest the pin were Ian
Collett and Alex Clarricoates.
Once again thanks to all the
sponsors of the day and to all
at Rutland County for their
hospitality. Thanks also to all
from the East Midland section

for their contribution to the
day, and to Sandra Raper for an
excellent job with the raffle. Our
golf calendar for this year has
been finalised and should be
here next month. All the best for
2013. Steve Beverly, Imming-
ham Golf Club.

MID ANGLIA

I hope you are all well and in
good spirits, living in the eternal
hope that Spring may just be
around the corner. I am starting
to feel like Michael Fish in these
reports as all i go on about is
the weather. We were hit with
yet another bout of heavy snow
in February leaving all courses
closed again for the 3rd time in
quick succession.

This really isn’t ideal and
having seen many of you on
my travels I know that we will
all be pleased to see the back of
this harsh winter and praying
for some warmth and sunshine
soon as most of us have forgot-
ten what the sun looks and feels
like. With that in mind if you
haven'’t already please make
time to see or contact some of
the wonderful sponsors of our
section and see if they have
any new products, machines
or advise that could make that
little bit of difference to your
course for 2013.

As we know times are tough
soitis always good to check that
you aren’t missing out by shop-
ping around. Once again please
let me know if you have any
news or info for the section as
it really helps. Darren (Michael
Fish) d.mugford@rigbytaylor.
com

SOUTH EAST
REGION

SURREY

San Diego is well known for
having the best weather in the
United States and one of the
best climates in the world. It
rarely gets too hot, never gets



too cold, and averages only 10
inches of rain a year, or so they
say. So you can imagine my
delight to get away and get a
bit of sun close to the Mexican
border while attending the
GCSAA show.

The show proved a hit, while
the rain gods gave us a few
hailstones and a breezy taste
of British climate from home,
the downtown Gaslamp quar-
ter filled with a cosmopolitan
populace of greenkeepers and
industry professionals, revel-
ling with their international
partners in the abundance
of dining venues of which the
area had to offer. What a great
city!

Torrey Pines GC perched
high on the tranquil seaside
bluffs overlooking the Pacific
Ocean is one of the nation’s
best municipals, and one  had
the pleasure of playing on a
very cold and windy day. The
South course was home to the
2008 US Open and recognized
by many as one of the greatest
championships in history.

On the day, we were treated
to magnificent views of the
Pacific Ocean featuring deep
canyons. Enough said. On 18
April, our host Mark Harvey
and Co welcome you all to a
Texas Scramble format at the
wonderful Epsom Downs GC,
which forms a natural topog-
raphy for golf. It presents a
course as nature intended, full
of character and challenging
golfers to use a full repertoire
of shots.

So get your entry forms on
the website and come along for
a great day out.

Next month, a full and
fascinating account on the
travels of Gary Ogilvy’s blazer,
a well worn garment that can
often be seen at all the golf
days, on and off the course.
Finally, congratulations to
Sam Bethell, Greenkeeper at
The Richmonbd GC, whose
wife Jenny gave birth to their
second daughter Caleigh on 16
February. Mark Day

o~

SUSSEX

Spring is just around the
corner, honestly! Should we

be expecting another hose pipe
ban? I would like to start my
report with the news that Rich-
ard Webb has moved to Purley
Downs Golf Club as Deputy
Head Greenkeeper after more
than ten years at Copthorne
Golf Club where he started
on work experience. Another
move this month is Jon Linser
who has left Seaford Head Golf
Course to start his own lawn
care business, Telscombe
Lawn Care (TLC).

Iam sure that you will all join
me in wishing them both all the
best in their new ventures. Pete
Smith has done sterling work
in securing a large number of
sponsors for this year’s events
with local golf clubs supporting
the section and he has already
arranged a full programme of
golf at some excellent venues.
Dates as follows: Spring
Competition & National Cham-
pionships Qualifier Venue:
The Dyke GC Date: 23rd May;
Sussex Section Away Day
Venue: Littlestone GC Date:
19th June; Summer Competi-
tion Venue: Piltdown GC Date:
1st August; Autumn Competi-
tion Venue: Beauport Park GC
Date: 20th September; Turkey
Trot Venue: Worthing GC Date:
29th November

Make sure that you get these
dates inyour diary. If you would
like any further information,
please give me a call. I would
be grateful if you could contact
me with any news. Thanks,
Chris Humphrey. Tel: 07912
669457 or chris@collier-turf-
care.co.uk

ESSEX

After a delay of two months
we have managed to hold our
Christmas team event and
AGM. Thursday 31 January
dawned to a cool and windy
day, overnight rain had left a
few puddles around the course
but few would complain. The
snows of the previous week had
gone and play was underway.

The Essex Golf & Country
Club was the venue and our
President Martin Forrester
and his team had turned the
golf course out in great condi-
tion. Seventeen teams of four
should have ventured out on

the course but unfortunately
six teams withdrew, through
work and other commitments.
A Texas Scramble format was
played with some interesting
results, as always! 1st Stoke
by Nayland — 2nd Colchester
Golf Club - 3rd Frinton Golf
Club — Golfer of the Year, Liam
Springett — Trade Golfer of the
Year, Neil Peachey.

The AGM was held, before
we played and was attended
by a good number of section
members. Outgoing Chairman
Mark Stopps gave an emotional
report thanking all the section
for their support over his period
as Chair.

The treasurer’s report and
competitions report were read
by Tom Smith and Antony
Kirwan respectively. Mark read
out the Education report on
behalf of Ian Wood who was
unable to attend due to work
commitments. Mark thanked
all our sponsors for their back-
ing during the past season.

He stated that with the help
of the following, our golf and
educational days had been
a great success. Amenity
Technology, Baileys of Norfolk,
Banks Amenity Products, Bil-
lericay Farm Services, Blade,
CMW Equipment, Collier Turf
Care, Ernest Doe, Everris,
Farmura Environmental, GM
Amenity, Irrigation and Water,
Limagrain UK, Otley College,
Paynes Turf, Philip Liverton
Ltd, P Tuckwell (John Deere),
Premier Plan, Prime Irrigation
Ltd, RainBird, Rigby Taylor,
Chaingreen Ltd (Sea Nymph),
Tey Farm Systems, Toro (Lely)
and Writtle College.

The election of Officers to
the committee resulted in lan
Wood taking over as Chairman,
Martin Forrester (President),
Tom Smith (Treasurer), Arnold
Phipps-Jones (Secretary),
Antony Kirwan (Competitions),
Ben Scrivener (Education) and
Richard Freeman (Toro UK,
Lely) (as Sponsors Representa-
tive).

Martin Forrester thanked
the outgoing Chairman and
committee, for all their hard
work on behalf of the section.
Our thanks for the hospitality
and good food we enjoyed from
The Essex. It was a great day,
with the rain staying away, just
for once!

Last month we held a First
Aid training day at Upminster
Golf Club. It was filled well
before the closing date, which

Assistant
Profile

Our monthly look into the life
of an assistant greenkeeper...

Name:
Calvin
Baldwin
Age: 30
Club:
Gerrards
Cross Golf
Club
Position:
Assistant

Greenkeeper
Nickname: “Biggie” at work, or
“Spit” at banger racing

How long have you been
greenkeeping? 11 years

What was it about the career
that attracted you? Working
outdoors and finishing early

If you weren’t a greenkeeper
what do you think you’d be?
A car mechanic

Which task do you most enjoy
doing and why? Hand cutting
greens, they look great once
they’re finished

Which task do you least
enjoy doing and why? Using
the Allen Nationals, I'm always
getting moaned at for going the
wrong way

What one thing - other than
a pay rise - would improve
the greenkeepers’ lot? Better
equipment, a decent pair of
waterproofs and happy golfers
that say hello

Hobbies? Football and Banger
racing

Favourite Band? Don't really
have a favourite band, listen to
whatever is on Radio One

Which team do you support
(football or otherwise)? The
mighty Leeds United and my
banger racing team “The Surrey
Street Squad”

What is your claim to fame?
I banger raced the ambulance
that appeared in the film “Hot
Fuzz”

MARCH 2013 [l 55



BIGGA welcomes the
following new members

Scotland

John Cunningham, St. Andrews Links
Trust, Central Section

Euan Kay, SRUC (ElImwood), Central
Section

Peilun Zhong, SRUC (Eimwood), Central
Section

Danyu Li, SRUC (EiImwood), Central
Section

Charlie Shewan, Nairn Dunbar Golf Club,
North Section

Martin Smith, Nairn Golf Club, North
Section

Northern Region

Paul Thornhill, Davenport Golf Club,
North West Section

Craig McKenna, Hillside Golf Club, North
West Section

Jonathan Baggley, Brough Golf Club,
Sheffield Section

Matthew Foord, Old Padeswood Golf
Club, North Wales Section

Midland Region

Matthew Healey, North Worcestershire
Golf Club, Midland Section

Marcus Davies, Stratford-on-Avon Golf
Club, Midland Section

lan Davies, Ingestre Park Golf Club,
Midland Section

Ashley Rycroft, Cleethorpes Golf Club,
East of England Section

Andrew Watts, Thamesvalley Lawn Care,
Berks/Bucks & Oxon Section

Martin Field, Harewood Downs Golf Club,
Berks/Bucks & Oxon Section

Mark Willis, Vectra Landscapes, Berks/
Bucks & Oxon Section

Simon Willis, Vectra Landscapes, Berks/
Bucks & Oxon Section

Adrian Harris, Hellidon Lakes Hotel &
Country Club, Mid Anglia Section

Scott Waddell, Harpenden Golf Club, Mid
Anglia Section

South East Region

Samuel Sexton, Coulsdon Manor Golf
Course, Surrey Section

Daniel Regan, Buckinghamshire Golf
Club (The), Surrey Section

Alan Sheppard, Royal St George’s Golf
Club, Kent Section

James Briggs, East Sussex National Golf
Club, Sussex Section

South West/South Wales Region

Tom Parsons, Dudsbury Golf Club, South
Coast Section

Philip Attwood, Hampshire Constabulary,
South Coast Section

Anthony Daniels, Hampshire
Constabulary, South Coast Section

David Humphry, Hampshire Constabulary,
South Coast Section

James Weir, Hampshire Constabulary,
South Coast Section

Colby Engert, Parkstone Golf Club, South
Coast Section

Overseas

Sylvia Odihili Affiliate Member, Nigeria
Jenz Laffert, Burgwedeler Golf-
Immobilien GmbH & Co, Germany
Juhani Koski, Arctic Nature Product Oy,
Finland

Jon White, Golf De Morfontaine, France
Tom Malehorn, Aquatrols, USA

For more information on
new members log in to
the Members’ Area of the
BIGGA Website.

shows there is a need for such
courses. More information can
be gained from the website, on
the training course we will be
putting on in the near future.

Arnold Phipps-Jones www.
essexbigga.co.uk 07764
862337 essexbigga@talktalk.
net
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The weather must be men-
tioned - after one of the wettest
Decembers on record, a solidly
frozen January and a wet, cold
and dark start to February
(some might call it winter!) there
are glimmers of a respite on the
horizon. This morning the sun
is shining, temperatures are up
ever so slightly and there is a
touch of spring in the air, long
may it continue.

On 5 March the section is
hosting a brilliant event at
Chippenham Golf Club. The
day will involve a course walk in
the morning hosted by Course
Manager Chris Sealey who
will give everyone a tour of the
recently constructed holes and
detail the trials and tribulations
that challenged the club during
and since construction. Follow-
ing on in the afternoon there will
be five presentations given by
greenkeepers from across the
region, most of which you will
know.

As promised last month the
years fixtures have been final-
ised and are as follows: Wed 24
April, AmAm Minchinhampton
GC, Wed 29 May Section V
Secretaries The Manor House,
Wed 12 June Summer Tourna-
ment Kingsdown GC, Thurs 15
August Section v Welsh Chip-
ping Sodbury, Thur 26 Sept Sec-
tion v South Coast North Wilts
GC, Wed 16 Oct AGM Filton GC
and finally Thur 19 Dec Christ-
mas Tournament Ogbourne
Downs GC. Please note that the
Summer Tournament tee times
have been pushed back to 1pm
with light lunch before to enable
more of us to make it after a
morning at work.

We will get all of these dates
onto BIGGA South West
Facebook and also they will be
coming out via email mailing
list. If anyone is not receiving
Section emails please email
Adam or myself and we will
get your address onto the list
(adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk). It was great to see such
a strong contingency of South
West greenkeepers in Har-
rogate for BTME. A great week

was had by all and some of us
even found time to catch up
with mates both old and new
following long days in both the
show and Continue to Learn.
Keep up the support, see you all
at the upcoming Section days
and keep the news coming in.
Jaey Goodchild (07984422295
j-.goodchild@bowood.org)

AP

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Our February meeting was
held at Thurlestone Golf Club,
South Devon. After some very
wet overnight conditions includ-
ing snow within a few miles
away, we were very pleased to
complete this event and thank
you to the 50 attendees who
made the journey. The golf
format for the day was individual
Stableford playing for the Toro
trophy. Results: 1 John Wels-
ford (Warren) 34 points, 2 Pete
Newman (Wrangaton) 33pts, 3
Gordon Tamblyn (Mullion) 31
pts. Gordon also won longest
drive and nearest the pin.

The remaining members were
taken on a course walk led by
Vic Dyer (Head Greenkeeper).
Vic has been at Thurlestone for
18 years and has been Head
Greenkeeper for seven years.
The attendees saw all parts
of the course which was in
fantastic condition and a credit
to Vic and the team. The walk
culminated in a visit to their
brand new maintenance facili-
ties. The new complex has been
extremely well designed and laid
out taking into consideration
visual impact and economy of
space. I would strongly suggest
that if anyone were considering
upgrading their facilities to visit
Thurlestone.

Ahuge thank you to our spon-
sors for the day, Devon Garden
Machinery and Martyn Lane
Golf for sponsoring the day and
the prizes. Also, a big thank you
to Vic, the Greenkeeping team
and all the staff at Thurlestone
for helping it become a very suc-
cessful and enjoyable day.

Section Minibus was taken
up to Harrogate again this year,
sponsored by Famura and Sher-
riff Amenity a big thank you to
both for supporting the Section.
Nine members made use of this
including Kevin Paterson (Tre-

vose) sponsored by the Region,
Martin Cornish (Launceston)
selected and sponsored by
Duchy College. Special mention
to Anthony “Jacko” James for
driving the bus again, especially
with the wintery conditions,
thanks Jacko!

Our Spring Seminar this
year will be at St Mellion on
Wednesday 13 March, details of
which should have been sent to
you before now. If you have not
already secured a place, please
contact me asap!

Our Summer Meetings to
put into your diary: The Point
at Polzeath Wednesday 22
May, Section Championships.
Teignmouth Golf Club, Tuesday
2 July, Devon v Cornwall match.

George Pitts 07929 754401
gpitts@yelvertongolf.co.uk

SOUTH WALES

Good Morning South Wales,
I'll start by saying WOW what a
fantastic BTME this year. [ have
never seen the show as busy as
it was Tuesday and Wednesday
considering some of the machin-
ery guys were not in attendance
and more importantly the hor-
rendous driving conditions on
the way up.

I've never seen so many guys
from South Wales make the over
500 mile round trip (even the
Cradoc team) to join and sup-
port the show. Without you guys
attending and supporting the
trade stands many of the things
we are able to do within BIGGA
wouldn’t be possible.

Good old Welsh weather! With
the snow finally melted the fol-
lowing week saw over 150mm of
rain in places making what has
already been a dreadful winter
even worse. “Please the man
upstairs can you please give us
a nice, warm, sunny summer
we need one please.”

I can now report our first
golfing fixture will take place
on March 29 at Fairwood Park
GC near Swansea, the event is
a stableford format so hopefully
we can get as many of you guys
attending as possible. Please
ask all members of your team to
come and take part, please book
your places with Gareth Knight
as usual.

Kind Regards, Peter H



