
The GTC’s Quality Assured 
Scheme includes Centres 
and Training Providers. In 
simple terms the Centres 
offer a range of Government 
accredited qualifications 
including the Greenkeeping 
Apprenticeship Scheme and 
the Training Providers offer 
training courses, workshops 
and seminars of a less formal 
nature.

Currently there are 10 GTC Qual-
ity Assured Centres; 2 in Scotland, 
2 in Wales and 6 in England:

GOSTA Training and SRUC Elm-
wood Campus in Scotland; Deeside 
and Pencoed Colleges in Wales; and 
Cannington, Duchy, Myerscough, 
Oaklands, Reaseheath and Plump-
ton Colleges in England.

All the latest information on 
qualifications, training courses 
and costs can be viewed on the 
GTC website – see Quality Assured 
Centres link. The Apprenticeship 
Scheme is still attracting excellent 
registration numbers throughout 
the country and with incentives for 
employers it is well worth checking 
with your preferred Centre.

Many of the GTC Training Pro-
viders are working with QA Centres 
to assist with the delivery of courses 
and provide modern resources for 
the college based qualifications.

In another initiative to bring the 
11 QA Training Providers and Cen-
tres closer, autumn workshops are 
being planned using the Centres as 
venues.  The GTC, with the ongoing 
support of the British Home Unions 
and BIGGA, has now hosted over 
20 employer-focused workshops 
all aimed at improving communica-
tions within the club.

We were aware of concerns 
from some greenkeepers when we 
launched the Chairman of Green 
workshops and the fear the GTC 
were “training Chair of Green in golf 
course maintenance”. But by using 
Laurence Pithie, a former Golf 

Courses Manager, to give delegates 
an overview of all aspects of golf 
course maintenance, we know it 
was certainly pitched at the right 
level as the feedback has been 
excellent.

Laurence operates as Turf Master 
One, is a regular contributor to 
GI and is a GTC Quality Assured 
Training Provider together with ten 
other companies and individuals.

The STRI has for many years been 
involved in training both through 
workshops and seminars and 
they also host bespoke employer-
focused workshops as well as their 
traditional greenkeeping courses.

Just to digress for a moment, my 
apprenticeship involved three years 
working at Buxton & High Peak 
Golf Club. At the end I attended 
Bingley for a five-day mind-blowing 
educational course! Happy days…

The STRI, Turf Master One 
and all the other Quality Assured 
Training Providers are all available 
to you the greenkeeper or to your 
employer with workshops, training 
courses and in some cases bespoke 
courses held at your club. Toro/
Lely, Ransomes Jacobsen/Cutting 
Edge and Bernhard & Co all offer 
excellent machinery maintenance 
training courses and their current 
dates and venues are all available 
on our website.

Frank Newberry is offering 
bespoke training courses and free 
initial consultation, with no obliga-
tion, to clubs on improving com-
munication within the club.

Health & Safety is a key element 
of golf club management and staff 
welfare together with employer 
responsibilities. 

The latest QA training company 
to join, mylearnadfriend (MLF) 
are offering online learning and 
a certification scheme. Britrisk 
Safety incorporating Jon Allbutt 
Associates offer on the job training 
courses as well as H&S advice and 
guidance.

Symbio are committed to educate 
more and more greenkeepers in a 
“what happens below the surface” 
series of presentations which all 
relate to “brining life to your soil”. 

Symbio also continue to offer 
their services to QA Centres and 
attendance at seminars and work-
shops.

The maintenance and manage-
ment of woodland, heathland and 
SSI’s can be very controversial 
and without proper training can 
be detrimental if not carried out to 
an agreed plan. John Nicholson 
has many years of experience in 
woodland management as have the 
STRI so help is on hand in these 
very specialist areas.

Swan Golf Designs have hosted 
course design and renovation 
workshops during Harrogate and 
now are involved in presentations 
to employers as well as greenkeep-
ers.

It is the GTC’s intentions to 
develop workshops using several 
QA Training Providers aimed at 
employers and Course Managers 
and England Golf have very kindly 
agreed to subsidise the events. 

BIGGA will continue to focus on 
providing greenkeeping workshops 
and seminars whilst the GTC will 
continue to engage with more 
employers through England Golf, 
Scottish Golf Union and the Golf 
Union of Wales.

The GTC Quality Assured 
Scheme is not a selection of “col-
leges and companies joining an 
exclusive club for a subscription 
fee”, far from it. Individuals, com-
panies and colleges can all apply 
to join the GTC’s Quality Assured 
Scheme whether they offer formal 
qualifications or are involved in 
informal training and education for 
greenkeepers.

The role of the GTC is to ensure 
the courses, workshops and 
seminars, available through the QA 
Centres and Training Providers, all 
promote the very best practices and 
principles in golf course mainte-
nance and management which golf 
club employers and greenkeepers 
can all benefit from.

The GTC is funded by:

Greenkeepers 
Training Committee
David Golding, GTC Education Director, 
with a monthly update 
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Contact Details
David Golding
GTC Education Director
and European Greenkeeping 
Education Unit Standards 
Director

01347 838640
david@the-gtc.co.uk

GTC
Aldwark Manor
Near York
YO61 1UF

www.the-gtc.co.uk
www.egeu.eu
www.greenkeepertraining.com

You can follow the GTC on 
Twitter @TheOfficialGTC

This month David Golding updates us on the GTC’s 
Quality Assured Scheme and how more employer-focused 
workshops are being planned
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Around The Green
– anything like that makes a dif-
ference. The second topic was a 
viagra trip that went a bit wrong!  
Still he didn’t fall out of bed!!! 
(Too much information)

 Mick Lathrope

ESSEX

Our first golf day of the year 
was held at Frinton Golf Club, 
with 26 members and guests 
taking to the course. Andy 
Cracknell and his team have 
brought the course up to an 
exceptional standard, with fine 
slick greens and fairways that 
were nearly as short. To break 
with tradition we held lunch 
before we played golf, after 
which our Chairman Ian Wood 
presented last year’s Chairman 
Mark Stopps with a small gift as 
a token of our appreciation for 
all he did for the section during 
his term of office.

The section would like to 
thank all those involved in 
making our day at Frinton 
such a pleasant experience. 
Results: Greenkeepers 1 Stuart 
Rogers 37 points; 2 Joss Neale 
32 pts; 3 Liam Springett 32pts 
CB; 4 Andy Toomey 32 pts CB. 
Sponsors Larry Pearman 35 pts 
(Toro). Guest Paul Beecroft 34 
pts. Nearest the pin 6th Hole 
Arnold Phipps-Jones; 13th Hole 
Craig Serafin.

The next golf day is on 
Thursday 15 August at Chan-
nels Golf Club for the National 
Qualifier. Bacon roll and coffee 
from 11.00am, 18 hole Stabl-
eford, plus a BBQ afterwards, 
£20 members/sponsors. £30 
guests. 

Membership clarification will 
be required prior to your playing 
at all events this year please. 
Details are on the website, under 
Competition Rules 2013 this 
is within the golf section of the 
section website. We have also 
decided to sell our raffle tickets 
before you play, rather than 
badger you afterwards. This we 
hope will speed things along 
and allow you all to site down for 
your dinner quicker upon your 
return from the course. Tickets 
will be on sale when you collect 
your scorecard.

In this, the last of the Section 
News as you have known it for 

the past umpteen years, I would 
like to say, “That’s all from me 
this month”, look out for a new 
style of news in the next edition 
of GI Magazine.

Contact details 07764-
862.337 or at essexbigga@
talktalk.net plus our website 
www.essexbigga.co.uk

Arnold Phipps-Jones

SOUTH WEST 
& WALES

SOUTH WEST

Greetings from the South 
West section, great to see things 
moving on all of our courses 
after a period of “warmer” 
weather that verged on summer 
conditions over the bank holi-
day weekend, a rare occurrence 
indeed for a bank holiday. 

A fantastic day was had by all 
at the first Section event of the 
year at Minchinhampton New 
Golf Club on 24 April. 

After a nail-biting conclusion 
that required a countback 1st 
place was Nick Pusey & Mike 
Wootton on 47 points, 2nd were 
Ali Turner and Nathan Heavens 
also on 47 points and 3rd place 
went to Chris Sealey & Pete 
Schrader on 45 points. 

Thanks to all competitors who 
turned out and most impor-
tantly a huge thank you to all 
at Minchinhampton for putting 
on a great day for everyone who 
attended. 

The next events coming up are 
Section v Secretaries on 29 May 
at The Manor House Golf Club 
and Section Summer Tourna-
ment on 12 June at Kingsdown 
Golf Club. Remember that the 
Summer Tournament start time 
has been pushed back to 1pm 
so get your entries in to Adam as 
soon as possible to ensure your 
place in the field at this fantastic 
venue.

Finally, welcome to new sec-
tion member Kevin Wilkins from 
Tewkesbury who has recently 
joined the section. Keep the 
news coming and hopefully we 
will see as many of you as pos-
sible at the upcoming events. 

J a e y  G o o d c h i l d 
(07984422295 j.goodchild@
bowood.org)

SOUTH COAST

As I write this in mid-May it’s 
11 degrees and raining again, 
hopefully by the time you read 
this it will be summer!

Here at Barton on “Britain’s 
sunshine coast” we managed 
to get through the early May 
Pro-Am during the only decent 
spell of weather so far this year. 
A couple of light top dressings, 
speed rolled in a drying easterly 
wind and the stimp reading was 
right up where I wanted it. 

One pro five putted so we 
must have got them right! Since 
then it’s been back to routine, 
trying to keep everything cut 
and well presented. 

Our next golf event is at the 
Army Golf Club near Aldershot 
on 4 July, this is another great 
venue and if you haven’t played 
there make the effort to go – it’s 
well worth it. 

The cost of the day will be 
£25 with first tee off at 1pm, so 
everyone can go to work for the 
early morning routine tasks. 

Entries as usual to Kevan 
Glass, Keepers Cottage, 
Brokenhurst Manor G.C. 
Sway Road, Brockenhurst, 
Hants. SO42 7SG, information 
glassy20003@hotmail.com , all 
payments to be received before 
the day please.

Congratulations to Jon 
Worrall on achieving his level 
3 qualification in excellent 
time, I assume it will be with a 
distinction as I wouldn’t expect 
anything else from you Jon!

Tony Gadd

SOUTH WALES

I have just read through what 
I wrote for ATG this month last 
year and it started “I feel it in 
my fingers I feel it in my toes” 
that famous Wet,Wet Wet song, 
the last six weeks couldn’t be 
further from that. 

In 2012 April was a complete 
washout cancelling many 
events, but this year the end of 

April and through May has been 
beautifully warm and dry.

Our spring seminar held at 
Royal Porthcawl GC was a huge 
success, record numbers in 
attendance. 

Comments included “one of 
the best seminars South Wales 
has hosted” and I would like to 
thank Gareth Knight for putting 
the day together, The speakers, 
Rhydian Envirosports, Mark 
Hunt Headland Amenity, Adam 
Pounds Tillers turf, Richard 
Japes Sports Metals, Kevin 
Scares Turf Keeper and the 
one and only Steve Chappell of 
Gleneagles were terrific. 

Thanks to the sponsors of the 
day Countrywide  - and of course 
without you guys attending we 
could not hold these events.

As many of you reading 
this will already be aware our 
Secretary Gareth Knight will 
be moving on to pastures new 
albeit very sandy pastures. I and 
the rest of the section would like 
to thank you for the hard work 
you have put into our section 
and wish you every success 
in the future for you and your 
young family.

With Gareth’s departure Paul 
Handy of Newport Golf Club will 
take the reins of Secretary and 
Steve Lloyd of Burghill Valley 
Golf Club will take the Chair-
man’s role until the AGM held in 
October at Haverfordwest Golf 
Club where all members will be 
able to stand for all committee 
positions. 

All members by now should 
have received an email or letter 
from Paul and Steve explaining 
their positions and how they 
are looking to push the section 
forward. 

We hope all patrons will 
continue to support this section 
and we will continue to grow our 
membership base and bring 
back some elapsed members.

Contact Paul Handy on 07796 
266925, Steve Lloyd on 07578 
276082 and Peter Holmstrom 
on 07876 440599. 

Our next golf meeting is the 
Rigby Taylor Matchplay Pairs, 
to be held at Radyr Golf Club on 
4 July. Tee off 12pm the format 
is greensomes foursomes sta-
bleford. 

The most points will become 
the new Rigby Taylor Champi-
ons. 

Please contact any of the 
above to book your pair anyone 
looking for a partner please 
contact us and I will supply one.

Peter H


