
Bernhard delegates
...where are they now?

If you’re still undecided about applying to join the next BIGGA 
Delegation to America, read on to fi nd out how much infl uence the 
trip had on delegates from the last few years

In August Greenkeeper 
International will again be 
asking for members to apply 
to become a member of the 
Bernhard’s Delegation heading 
to the States and the Golf 
Industry Show in January. 

It’s a fabulous shared experience, 
an opportunity to build new friend-
ships and make new business 
contacts, but most importantly a 
priceless tool for learning, educat-
ing, training and growing. But don’t 
just take our word for it. GI spoke to 
some of the delegates from the last 
decade to fi nd out how much the 
trip infl uenced them professionally 
and personally…

Jaime Acton, 2012  Delegate.
THEN: Head Greenkeeper, 
Worlebury Golf Club
NOW: Golf Course Manager, 
Rushmore Golf Club

I had no idea just how much 
the trip would impact on me both 
professionally and personally. 

I feel it has given me the confi dence 
to hold my own professionally, to 
push myself more in new situations 
and to move my career to the next 
level. A few months ago I was offered a new job and took 
on the challenge of running a lovely proprietary club set in 
ancient parkland on a private estate. The Show, seminars 
and site visits we all attended in the States gave me a real 
thirst to improve myself. 

Rob Sandilands, 2011 Delegate.
THEN: Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper, Elsham Golf Club
NOW: Head Greenkeeper, 
Grange-over-Sands Golf Club

I was the only deputy on the trip, 
and the group of Course Managers 
and Head Greenkeepers during the 
week in Orlando had a big infl uence 
on me at the time, and they’ve 
continued to have a major infl uence 
on me since. They gave me some 
great advice, including some really important tips you 
don’t always get in the textbooks! 

I really feel the experience gave me that boost to get 
my fi rst Head Greenkeeper job, which I secured just two 
months later.

Richard Jenkinson, 2013 Delegate.
THEN: Deputy Course Manager G West
NOW: Same position

It truly was the most unforgettable experience I’ve 
had in my career. One real highlight were the tours 
around Torrey Pines and La Costa. It was fascinating 
to see the differences between them even though 
they are only ten minutes apart. 

The management style is similar but the terrain 
and composition of the courses are completely 
different. I now understand why previous delegates 
described it as a very tough but life-changing week.
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