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GI NEWSDESK
The latest news from around the globe

BIGGA are staging a whole day 
of free education presentations 
at this year’s SALTEX (Sports 
Amenity & Landscape Trade 
Exhibition) at Windsor 
Racecourse – with CPD credits 
available for those attending.

The BIGGA Golf Education 
Day on Wednesday September 
4 will appeal to greenkeepers 
at courses of every size 
and type and will focus on 
drainage, bunkers, composts 
and disease management.

The day will start with 
‘Greens Drainage - Mission 
Possible’ presented by Andy 
Wood, Course Manager 
of Robin Hood Golf Club. 
He will outline a workable 
solution for transforming 
soil-based greens with deep 
thatch and black layer, 
highlighting the methods used 
to solve drainage problems on 
troublesome greens.

Stuart Yarwood MG, Course 
Manager of Lymm Golf Club, 
will then discuss ‘Sand Traps 
and Money Pits’. He will look 
at managing and constructing 
golf course bunkers on limited 
budgets, while revisiting the 

past to shape our future. 
Stuart’s presentation will also 
include the art of compost 
creation and its role in 
greenkeeping.

The schedule is completed 
by the joint Everris/Syngenta 
presentation ‘Go In Green…
Come Out Clean’ as Dr Simon 
Watson, Syngenta Turf 
and Landscape Technical 
Manager, points out how 
winter disease on golf greens 
is particularly problematic 
since there is little turf growth 
to allow recovery and for scars 
to heal. 

This, he says, can impact 
the playability of greens right 
through to the spring period 
leading to dissatisfied golfers.  

Simon will highlight how an 
integrated approach to disease 
management can reduce the 
disease pressure, improve 
turf health and enhance the 
performance of fungicide 
applications. 

New findings on disease 
management will also be 
presented along with practical 
advice on how to deliver 
smooth, disease-free greens 

right through the high risk 
autumn and winter periods.

BIGGA CEO Jim Croxton, 
said: “BIGGA is delighted 
to once again have the 
opportunity to work with our 
friends the IOG and bring top-
class greenkeeper education to 
the SALTEX experience. I hope 
many of our members take 
the opportunity to attend the 
seminar programme.

“BIGGA’s revamped CPD 
programme launches on July 
1 so it is great that SALTEX 
provides the chance for our 
members to improve both 
their knowledge and their 
CPD profile. I hope many also 
take the chance to view the 
exhibition; the turf industry 
is a constant provider of 
innovation, and opportunities 
like SALTEX where new 
products and services can be 
seen at first hand are always a 
benefit.”

One BIGGA CPD credit is 
available for each seminar and 
a CPD register will be available 
at the end of each seminar. 
Visit www.iogsaltex.com for 
full details.

Ashley Wood Golf Club played 
host recently to the 17th Annual 
Course Care Cup, this year with 
the secretaries keen for a win!

Good weather and a fine 
course ensured good golf with 
the day thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. Despite huge efforts the 
Secretaries could not prevail and 
the Greenkeepers took the trophy 
again winning three matches 
to two. Thanks from all were 
extended to Highspeed Group 
Ltd for sponsoring the event.

Highspeed Group’s Area 
Manager Paul Dyter presented 
the trophy to Tony Gadd, 
Chairman of BIGGA South Coast 
Section.

A greenkeeper at 
Newcastle-under-
Lyme Golf Club is so 
attached to his Toro 
mower – he took it to 
his wedding.

Darren Hart 
tied the knot 
with sweetheart 
Stephanie on a 
glorious June day.

He took the 
opportunity to be 
pictured with his Toro 
Greensmaster 3250, 
which was specially 
transported to the 
nearby wedding 
venue.

Ian Beech, Head 
Greenkeeper at 
the Club, attended 
the nuptials and 
confirmed a good 
time was had by all!

CHRIS ROARS 
OFF INTO 
RETIREMENT
Keen motorcyclist Chris Mitchell 
has retired after working at 
Maidenhead Golf Club in 
Berkshire for 45 years.

Chris – currently a 13 
handicapper – joined the club 
in 1968 as an apprentice 
greenkeeper, then moved on 
to assistant and first assistant 
before taking the Course 
Manager position ten years ago.

The club have promoted two 
of Chris’s former colleagues with 
Barry Gardner assuming the 
mantle of Course Manager and 
Mark Sweeney the new Deputy.

Chris said: “I’ve really 
appreciated the support of 
the club, the members and 
management in providing the 
resources to do the job to the 
best of my ability.”

He added that one of the 
highlights of his time at 
Maidenhead was when the 
members clubbed together 
to pay for a much-needed full 
fairway irrigation system several 
years ago. Chris intends to lower 
his handicap in retirement as 
well as indulging his passion 
of motorcycling, and travelling 
with his wife Jane.

TORO 
MOWER 
AT THE 
HART OF 
WEDDING
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GREENKEEPERS 
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Toro® Bedknives

A true fit
not a ‘will fit’
Genuine Toro® bedknives mean a genuinely better cut –
so why use an inferior ‘will-fit’ part?

Lely. Your partners in turfcare. Call on 01480 226870.
Lely not only brings you Toro. Talk to us, too, about TYM compact tractors, Otterbine water management systems, 
and Solo backpack sprayers, brushcutters and other outdoor maintenance equipment.

Toro Commercial Products are distributed by Lely (UK) Limited, St. Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH. Tel: 01480 226870 |  Email: toro.parts.uk@lely.com |  www.lely.com |  www.toro.com

Genuine Toro® bedknives provide:

 True flatness of the knife, extending its life and maximising the quality of cut

 True positions and true chamfer on mounting holes

 Fewer adjustments

 Superior performance in form, fit and function of bedknife parts

 Superior quality of cut you expect from Toro

Contact your Toro dealer or service centre 
and ask about the latest bedknife promotions

TP0060_HP_BedknivesAd_127x180_Final_Layout 1  24/06/2013  15:41  Page 1


