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his first ever BTME...

SUNDAY

My first BTME began early on the
Sunday morning. After briefly help-
ing out with registration I joined a
group of ten greenkeepers — mostly
deputies - in the ‘So You Want to be
a Golf Course Manager’ Workshop
in the Queen’s Suite on the first
morning.

This two-day Workshop was
jointly presented by Peter Jones,
Principal Consultant at PJA Golf
Consultancy and Kevin Munt,
Principal Consultant at KMgc—and
they immediately instigated an ‘ice
breaker’ where the delegates inter-
viewed each other to put everyone
at ease.

What struck me immediately was
how forthcoming and honest the
attendees were. All manner of sub-
jects — from politics in the golf club
to health and safety issues — were
discussed within the framework
of a series of modules designed to
prepare you for a Course Manage-
ment role. It was well-paced and
highly informative — and the group
of ten meant that all the attendees
mingled well and had considerable
input.

After the sessions Craig Wilson,
greenkeeper from St Andrews
Links Trust, said: “It’s been very
worthwhile. The presenters were
very well-prepared and I can take
so much knowledge from it as I
progress my career.”

All the other sessions covered a
huge range of the skills required at
all levels of the industry including
Improve Your IT Skills’ hosted by
Jacky Lowe from Training Gem,
Irrigation System Design and
Water Management’ with Adrian
Mortram of Robin Hume Associates
and Frank Newberry’s ‘Moving Into
Management’.

The evening saw turf profession-
als from across the world mingling
with BIGGA HQ staff at Albert’s
restaurant.

Remarkably, the restaurant was
marking its final night of business.
Itwas amicrocosm of BTME —board
members mingling with greenkeep-
ers, international turf experts and
motivational leaders. I took the
opportunity to have a quick chat
with Curtis Tyrrell, who revealed
he had thrown himself into British
culture by sampling curry, then
fish and chips for the first time in
his life!

MONDAY

The Workshops continued on
Monday and overnight snow did
not deter greenkeepers from across
the UK attending the third Turf
Managers’ Conference —held for the
first time outside the main Halls at
The Crown Hotel, a mere snowball
toss from the Harrogate Interna-
tional Centre.

Some delegates showed superb
commitment to drive long distances
to Harrogate in tricky conditions
and were rewarded with an opening
presentation from the charismatic
Dr Thom Nikolai concentrating on
lightweight rolling.

Meanwhile, the HIC was a hive
of activity as the final preparations
were made to transform the previ-
ously empty halls into a suitably
impressive showcase for new prod-
ucts and machinery.

It was remarkable to see how
physical exertion and meticulous
planning combined as contractors
worked throughout the afternoon
and early evening to build stands,
roll in machinery and prepare
for the biggest turf exhibition in
Europe.

TOP: Kevin Munt and Peter
Jones present the ‘So You Want
to be a Golf Course Manager’
Workshop

SECOND TOP: Adrian Mortram
in full flow at the ‘Irrigation
System Design and Water
Management’ Workshop

ABOVE: The Soils for Fine Turf
workshop

RIGHT: Final preparations on the
Wiedenmann stand

RIGHT: A final lick of paint at the
British Seed Houses stand
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The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition

TUESDAY

As the education continued,
BIGGA Chairman Tony Smith
cut the ribbon to officially open
the exhibition itself — joined by
Vice-Chairman Chris Sealey and
CEO Jim Croxton. He would later
describe as one of the “greatest
honours” of his life. Visitors imme-
diately poured into the halls, with
a real buzz developing through the
morningas hundreds of greenkeep-
ers, exhibitors and all manner of
turfindustry professionals mingled
to talk business, examine new and
exciting products, or catch up over
a quick coffee.

The Media Centre — lighter and
more spacious due to its new home
in Hall E - swung into action with a
packed schedule offering the likes
of Syngenta, Headland Amenity,
Charterhouse and Rigby Taylor the
chance to showcase new products
and initiatives. Personally, I was
rapidly realising that snatched half-
conversations were likely to be the
best way to network this week as
people busily moved through the
halls.
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After a successful yet tiring day,
a celebratory evening was required
and the main hall at the Old Swan
Hotel — the BIGGA team’s base for
the week —was transformed into an
impressive 007-themed arena.

The ‘Golden Girls’ proved pre-
dictably popular, as did the profes-
sional dancers and the excellent
meal. As the evening progressed
various curses could be heard
emanating from the busy gambling
tables — fortunately no real money
was frittered away.

For the more competitive, a
virtual Aston Martin driving game
was also on show with a few contro-
versial corner cutting manouevres
resulting in the odd ‘road rage’
incident on the track!

Top gambler proved to be Helen
Russell — wife of Geoff from Golf
Business News—who won a bottle of
champagne. She narrowly pipped
Carl Chamberlain from Rigby
Taylor. Fastest lap on the driving
game — also scooping a bottle of
champagne — was Phil Chadwick
from Bailoy Irrigation Controls.

TOP LEFT: BIGGA Chairman Tony Smith opens
the exhibition with CEO Jim Croxton and Vice-
Chairman Chris Sealey

LEFT: A packed press briefing on the Everris stand
BELOW: Myerscough College Stand

RIGHT: The impressive hall and dancing the night
away at the BIGGA James Bond Evening

WEDNESDAY

With the roads clearing and
snow warnings vanishing, the
middle day of the exhibition saw
things really accelerate in the halls.
I attended a packed media briefing
mid-morning on the Everris stand
and was genuinely staggered to see
how busy the halls had become,
with some visitors having to jostle
for space. As Lee Price from Myer-
scough College commented — the
halls were “saturated” as unique
visitors arrived joining those who
were returning for a second day.

The evening saw success
rewarded at the STRI Golf Environ-
ment Awards dinner at the terrific
Hotel du Vin, while the hardier visi-
tors continued enjoying the restau-
rants, pubs and bars of Harrogate.
It’s no exaggeration to say the local
economy enjoys a considerable
boost when BTME rolls into town.

THURSDAY

Traditionally the quietest day,
visitor numbers held up in compar-
ison with previous years and with

Tuesday 22 to Thursday 24 January 2013

ABOVE: From the BIGGA James
Bond Evening:

TOP: Are you feeling lucky?
ABOVE: Drama on the virtual
track




no activity in the Media Centre it
gave me a chance to speak to some
of the exhibitors to gauge the mood.
I'was pleased to see many still busy
and deep in conversation with
visitors, although I had chance to
grab a quick chat with Richard Fry
of Rigby Taylor, who pronounced
himself “very, very happy” with how
the week had gone.

Another feature of BTME 2013
was the proliferation of interna-
tional visitors — statistics showed
10% of delegates had flown in from
overseas reinforcing the asso-
ciation’s claim it was truly a global
show.

It was a tired but happy BIGGA
team that slowly returned home
after the event which the rest of the
year always leads up to. There was

o= areal feeling of a job well done —but

it would be foolish to be compla-
cent. Trade shows must continue
to evolve, and the hundreds of com-
ments gathered this week — both
positive and negative — will be taken
on board as preparations begin for
what promises to be an even bigger
show next January.

The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition
Tuesday 22 to Thursday 24 January 2013

Exhibitors thrilled with BTME

121 exhibitors travelled from far and wide to BTME 2013. The staggering variety of
exhibitors is unsurpassed in the turf industry — from colleges to major machinery
companies, from sustainability and charitable organisations to golf art stands. I finally
took the opportunity to tour the halls as the exhibition due to a close on Thursday and
was amazed to see the variety of stands, products and items on offer.

We were very grateful to Baroness — who were located close to the BIGGA stand in Hall
B - for sponsoring the promotional bags and lanyards and it was clear that they were
enjoying a successful BTME.

Baroness Managing Director Ian Kerry, below, said: “I can honestly say it’s been a
fantastic show. We've had quality visitors expressing genuine interest, for example
we've had enquiries about demoing some of our products in February with a real view to
buying in March and April.

“The exhibition really is
complemented by the education
BIGGA put on, which in my
opinion is the pinnacle of the turf
industry, it attracts greenkeepers
who then attend the exhibition
later in the week.”

Thanks to all the exhibitors
who defied some difficult
travelling conditions before the
exhibition to make the journey
to Harrogate. For more exhibitor
viewpoints, please turn to page 26
where Jim Cook speaks to several
at the show.
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The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition
Tuesday 22 to Thursday 24 January 2013

Exhibitors in pictures

A snapshot of the exhibitors on show in the packed halls
of the Harrogate International Centre
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Continue
to learn

The BIGGA Continue to Learn
Education Programme

Sunday 20 to Wednesday 23 January 2013

Amongst the many highlights
of our Continue to Learn
Programme were the Ryder
Cup themed sessions on the
Tuesday.

This began in the early afternoon
as Curtis Tyrrell MG, Director of
Golf Course Operations at the
Medinah Country Club, presented
Ryder Cup 2012 — Preparations,
Challenges, Outcomes!’. The audi-
ence was enthralled as the amiable
American explained the incredible
level of preparation, and attention
to detail required to host one of the
world’s biggest sporting events.

Steve Chappell, Head Green-
keeper at the PGA Centenary
Course at Gleneagles, then took
things a step further by revealing
his challenges and aims as the
legendary venue prepares for the
Ryder Cup next year. Later in the
afternoon, Curtis and Steve were
joined by Jim McKenzie from Celtic
Manor, who led his team through
atrocious conditions during the
2010 tournament. They were asked
a series of questions by the attend-
ees rounding off a truly unique day
of industry education.

Greg Skinner from Forest Hill Golf
and Country Club spoke for many
of the delegates when he said: “It
was compelling and exceptionally
well presented. Curtis’s experience
is almost a different world to what
some of the guys here are involved
in on a day to day basis, but it really
was a fascinating afternoon.”

The one and two day workshops
held on the Sunday and Monday
were very successful with Thom
Nikolai’s ‘ABC’s of Putting Green
Maintenance’ and Paul Miller’s The
Turfgrass Plant’ and ‘Soils for Fine

r

Turf in particular receiving rave
reviews.

The new for 2013 bite size Focus
On’ sessions on the Tuesday and
Wednesday were another success
looking at specific subjects within
the areas of Management, Techni-
cal, Computer Skills and Ecology.

These sessions complemented
the ever popular fringe seminars.
One such seminar was New XC
Technology — a Breakthrough in
Application Technology for Golf’.
This looked at Syngenta’s specially
designed new XC nozzles which are
designed to revolutionise the appli-
cation of foliar applied products
to golf courses and other sloping
areas. Syngenta’s Technical Man-
ager Simon Watson was joined by
Technical Sales Manager Henry
Bechelet to explore its possibilities
and answer questions.

Lee Relf travelled from Wil-
dernesse Golf Club in Kent and
said: “It’s been brilliant. I did the
Diagnostics and Problem Solving
workshop on Monday, which was
really good and have been to a lot
of the seminars. The education is
always first class.”

Curtis Tyrrell added: “I've had the
greatest feedback on my presenta-
tion. It’s a great setup you've got
here, I've seen some cool stuff and
it’s been a first class show.”

Thanks to everyone who attended
the seminars, workshops and the
Turf Managers’ Conference and to
the speakers who made the week so
memorable. Over 180 hours of top-
class education took place with the
Queen’s Suite buzzing throughout.
Rest assured planning has already
begun for another superb educa-
tion programme at BTME 2014.

TOP LEFT: Past, Present and
Future of the Ryder Cup

TOP RIGHT: A packed room for
Steve Chappell’s ‘A Journey to
the Ryder Cup’ seminar
ABOVE: Curtis Tyrrell

RIGHT: Henry Bechelet (left)
joins Simon Watson for the
Syngenta seminar

BELOW: A busy Queen’s Suite
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BTME 201 3 incorporating Continue to Learn

Third BIGGA Turf Managers’
Conference a huge success

An increasingly important
focus of BTME is the varied
Continue to Learn programme
—and it’s no exaggeration to
say 2013 boasted one of the
finest ever line-ups; beginning
with the third Turf Managers’
Conference.

We attracted some of the leading
experts and most informative and
knowledgeable presenters from
the turf industry and beyond to
make this Conference unmissable
for sports turf managers keen to
advance their education.

The Conference made its first
appearance outside the halls of the
Harrogate International Centre,
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taking place at the nearby Crown
Hotel.

We attracted some terrific pre-
senters with the colourful Dr Thom
Nikolai kicking things off with a pas-
sionate and highly interesting pre-
sentation on The Top 10 Reasons
to Lightweight Roll’. A worldwide
authority on turf matters, Thom is
Turfgrass Academic Specialist at
Michigan State University and is
author of the book The Superinten-
dents Guide to Controlling Putting
Green Speed’.

Adam McColl, Head Greenkeeper
at Crews Hill Golf Club said: “Thom
was very informative and engag-
ing. I never fail to be impressed at

BIGGA'’s efforts in securing the
best speakers from around the
world and this presentation was no
exception.”

As for Thom himself, he simply
said: “I have never enjoyed myself
more at a conference, I have never
been in a friendlier place in my life”.

He was followed by Lorna
Sheldon’s Professional Presenta-
tions’. A qualified public speaker,
Lorna has coached thousands of
people across the world in the art
of presenting with confidence and
credibility included celebrities and
cabinet ministers.

She covered everything from body
language to technical tips on what

TOP LEFT: Dr Thom Nikolai
ABOVE TOP: Adam McColl,
Head Greenkeeper at Crews Hill
Golf Club

ABOVE LEFT: Kate Entwistle



Continue
to learn

The BIGGA Continue to Learn
Education Programme

Sunday 20 to Wednesday 23 January 2013

“Thom was very
engaging. I never
fail to be impressed
at BIGGA’s efforts
in securing the best
speakers and this
presentation was
no exception”

Adam McColl,
Head Greenkeeper
at Crews Hill GC

to say and how to say it to become a
more professional presenter.

Lee Sayers, Course Manager at
Mid Kent Golf Club, said: “Moti-
vational speakers such as Lorna
will always be well-received at a
conference but she was particularly
professional. It’s really increased
my knowledge of that area and
has made me re-think some of my
practices.”

After an excellent lunch David
Bancroft-Turner looked at Manag-
ing Politics in Golf Clubs. David is
an expert on workplace politics and
has worked with the world’s leading
organisations, and gave an engag-
ing 90-minute seminar - including
introducing the audience to the four

different political animals which
certainly caught the imagination.

Ian Semple, Course Manager at
Old Fold Manor Golf Club, said:
“David used animals to look at dif-
ferent personality traits and also
looked at imporoving your day-to-
day focus. I found it very interesting
and beneficial to me and I know my
colleagues I attended with did too.”

Thom Nikolai then returned with
’60 Minutes on Surfactants’—look-
ing at the impact surfactants can
have on different putting green
root zones and different irrigation
schemes.

Rounding off an unrivalled day of
advanced education, Kate Entwis-
tle, Turf Pathologist at The Turf

Manager at Mid

“Motivational
speakers such as
Lorna will always
be well-received
at a conference
but she was
particularly
professional”

Lee Sayers, Course

Kent Golf Club

Disease Centre, gave the attendees
a New Disease Update’. She’s
worked on turfgrass disease since
1990 and this presentation looked
at the occurrence and distribution
of new turf diseases and results of
the Turf Disease Centre’s research.

Crucially, each presentation was
concluded with an interactive ques-
tion and answer session giving del-
egates the chance to ask reasoned
and topical questions of the experts.
The whole day was summed up well
by David Everett from Lyme Regis
Golf Club who commented: “ This
Conference gives all turf managers
the opportunity to improve their
knowledge which will undoubtedly
help you hugely in your job.”

ABOVE LEFT: David Bancroft-
Turner addresses the delegates

ABOVE RIGHt: Lorna Sheldon
during her ‘Professional
Presentations’ seminar
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BTME 2013 Newsdesk

So much was going on at
BTME we could have filled
these pages several times
over! The BIGGA AGM was
held in the Queen’s Suite
on Wednesday afternoon,
featuring various major
awards.

Firstly, all attendees were asked
to stand for a moment’s silence to
commemorate members who have
sadly passed away during the last
12 months. Various awards were
then presented by Chairman Tony
Smith. David Langheim from Wim-
bledon Park Golf Club and George
Pitts from Yelverton Golf Club
who were honoured with plaques
marking their terrific efforts in
achieving Master Greenkeeper
status. — bringing the total number
of MGs to 62.

Ten members also achieved their
first Diploma of Continuing Profes-
sional Development: Stuart Cagle
MG, CGCS, Mark Evans, Greg
Evans MG, Andrew Flemmings,
Jaey Goodchild, Colin Jones, John
Parr, Matthew Rolls, Peter Smith
and Paul Worster.

The Past Chairman’s Plaque was
awarded to Andrew Mellon, who
is now enjoying slightly warmer
climes as General Manager for
Hydroturf International in Qatar.
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John Philp and Chris Kennedy
were then unanimously voted life
members of the Association.

A Press Briefing was held earlier
in the day where the assembled
media were updated on the show,
the Association’s future plans and
much else by CEO Jim Croxton,
Tony Smith and Vice-Chairman
Chris Sealey.

They fielded a range of questions
ranging from opinions on the show
to recent redundancies concerning
experienced greenkeepers.

The consensuswas theresponses
had been direct and honest, and
it was a welcome opportunity for
senior members of the associa-
tion to chat openly with the press
who had a packed schedule for the
week.

BIGGA Photographic Competi-
tion winner Craig Boath from Car-
noustie was earlier presented with
the image he had chosen from the
gallery of judge Eric Hepworth — a
framed image of the second hole at
Carnoustie.

He said: “I'm really pleased to
have won the competition, I enjoy
photography so it’s a real honour.
It’s quite a large picture I've won so
I'may have to rearrange some items
in my house but it’s going to look
fantastic!”

ABOVE: Craig Boath, BIGGAPhotographic
Competition winner
BELOW: The BIGGA Briefing in the Media Centre

John Philp

atthe BIGGA AGM




BTME 2013 Newsdesk

Education was again the
buzzword in the Media Centre
early on Wednesday morning
as Bernhard & Company
announced a partnership
with the GTC. Present at the
conference was Pat Finlen,
the incoming President of
the GCSAA, and fellow board
member John J. O’Keefe.

Bernhard were again to the fore
as the ten members of the BIGGA
Delegation — preparing to head to
San Diego — all met up for the first
time at a reception in the evening.

Elmwood Golf Course was also
officially awarded the GEO Certi-
fied ecolabel at BTME.

Many of the exhibitors had new
‘signings’ to unveil at BTME, such
as Tillers Turf who introduced their %
new stockist for the South Wales
region in Dave Pearce. The draw
to win an iPad in association with
the R&A’s CourseTracker launch
was also made on the BIGGA stand
with the lucky winner announced
as David Braid from Fife.

TOP RIGHT: Pat Finlen, incoming President of the
GCSAA; ABOVE RIGHT: Adam Pounds of Tillers Turf
with new face Dave Pearce; BELOW: ElImwood Golf
Course is awarded the GEO Certified ecolabel and
BOTTOM: Bernhard & Company announce partnership
with the GTC

Andrew Mellon is awarded the Past Chairman’s’ plaque
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The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition

Tuesday 22 to Thursday 24 January 2013

Exhibitors’
viewpoint

Jim Cook toured the halls during the week
speaking to as many exhibitors as possible
as the visitors poured in. Here are their

views on BTME 2013

The exhibitors once again
reminded us why we enjoy
organising this event as much
as we do and their knowledge
and universal professionalism
helped make the show the
success it was. It was also
fascinating to hear their
different perspectives.

Duncan and Christine Clarkson,
from County Sport Surfaces,
had made the journey over from
Stockport. It was their second time
as BTME exhibitors and it would
be fair to say they had a good one!
Speaking towards the end of the
show Duncan said: “It has gone
very well, we wanted to get orders
from the show and we got them. We
are a small company and don’t have
representatives out on the road
so this show is vital for us so that
people can put a face to the name.
This show has turned us from a
northern company to a national
company. In fact it is international
now as we had two orders from
Germany. The biggest no-brainer of
all is booking for next year. We are
just wondering whether or not to
get a bigger stand.”

Many exhibitors had been con-
cerned about weather conditions
leading up to the event affecting
visitor numbers and Sue Mumby,
from Blec Global Ltd, said: “Obvi-
ously the weather this year was a
factor and we were worried people
might not want to travel. In some
ways the weather may have helped
people decide to come.”

Sue said the company did not
always make a lot of direct sales
from the show itself and the main
objective was to generate business
for the future. She continued: “It
is a commitment for everyone to
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return every year and you have to
feel that we are getting some return
on that. I believe we get this return
partly because of the timing of the
show at the beginning of the year,
so you can catch people who may
need to buy things at the start of
the season. Also I think having the
seminars helps to guarantee high
visitor numbers which are specific
to the industry.”

Syngenta again attracted a
lot of attention with their stand,
this year in Hall B. The company
had launched a new nozzle and a
demonstration of this was drawing
people in. Caroline Carroll, from
Syngenta, said: “We wanted to
make our stand big and bold and
ensure when people walk past they
are interested. Our partner Everris
reported back to us that we already
had some orders of the new nozzles,
so it must be working. We were a
little bit worried that the weather
would put people off but we have
been really, really busy. This is my
first year of doing BTME but my
colleagues have been saying it has
been one of our best years.”

For some of the companies or
organisations exhibiting at BTME
for the first time it can be a case
of putting the feelers out and
seeing what interest they may be
able to generate. Art 4 Golfers was
one such example. Speaking on
the Wednesday afternoon, Peter
Forshaw, from the company, said:
“Mine’s a novelty business really
and very different to the tractors
and machinery around the show.”

And how had it gone?

“The jury’s out at the moment
and I'm testing the water. It’s the
first time I've exhibited at BTME
and I've taken several enquiries and




The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition

Tuesday 22 to Thursday 24 January 2013

will follow those up. Everybody has
been very complimentary, but it’s
not an impulse purchase.”

Another company at BTME for
the first time was Compo Expert
UK. Mike Butler from the company
said: “Last year our turf consultant
gave a presentation here, he’d never
been here before, and he reported
back that this was the best show in
Europe he’'d seen, so we decided we
should have a stand for this year.
We've had a lot of interest in our
products.”

Certis was another first-time
exhibitor and enjoyed a very suc-
cessful week in Harrogate. Alan
Hogan said their main objective was
to speak to customers who plan to
use their new product, Mogeton,
and continued: “We believe that
BTME is the Mecca for if you have
a new product, this is the place to
come to.”

The exhibition halls at BTME are
not only filled with turf industry
companies, and it gives a chance
for colleges and other organisations
to meet members and potential
students.

Philip Mayes, from Merrist Wood
College said: “This is the second
year we have been here and the
set-up has been really easy. When
I first started with the college ten
years agowe did a couple of BTMEs,
but we haven'’t been up for a while
because of budget constraints. We
pushed to come this year and it
has definitely been worthwhile. We
need to promote our courses and
this show definitely helps us to do
this.”

It was interesting to hear some
exhibitors state they were using
BTME to try and break into the golf
industry after having specialised
in other areas. Dave Burgess, from
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UK Bunded Fuel Tanks, said: “We
are aiming to get our name into the
golf sector and generate interest in
our smaller products. We have had
some return customers from last
year which was nice, as they obvi-
ously like our products. This is our
second year and I'm very pleased
we came back again this year.”

It was a similar goal for British
Sugar Topsoil’s, Andy Spetch, who
said: “It’s all about getting brand
and product recognition and spe-
cifically to try to make contact with
people in the golf industry because
that’s a market that we, in the last
18 months, have worked towards
entering. So the aim is to meet as
many people from the golf world as I
can. Traditionally landscaping has
always been our prime market. We
joined BIGGA nine months ago and
over the years I had always had it
in my mind to come to BTME, but
we wanted to wait until our product
was right.

“I do quite a lot of exhibitions and
I must say when we were setting
up, the people on the gate at the
entrance were first class. They were
so helpful and made everything
easy with no hassle. Sometimes
things can get quite fraught at exhi-
bitions when everybody is trying to
build up, but here everything was
very easy and everyone was very
accommodating and helpful.”

A great deal of thanks must go to
all the exhibitors at BTME 2013 for
supporting BIGGA. Whether it was
a company new to the exhibition
who came along to see what the
fuss is about and potentially build
new customers, or an organisation
that wanted to offer a face to exist-
ing members, without them BTME
could not have taken place, and
been such a success.
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ABOVE: Dave Burgess, from UK
Bunded Fuel Tanks

RIGHT: Alan Hogan from Certis,
second right

BOTTOM LEFT: Philip Mayes,
from Merrist Wood College

BOTTOM RIGHT: Compo Expert
UK’s Mike Butler
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BTME 2013 New Products

New turf fungicide Interface from Bayer

BTME 2013 hosted the launch of
Bayer’s innovative new turf fungicide
Interface. Building on the trusted
excellence of Chipco Green, a staple
fungicide in any greenkeeper’s
repertoire, Bayer have improved
upon this market leading product and
formulated a truly superior product,
proving that they are leaders in
innovation.

Introducing StressGard Formulation
Technology

Bayer is proud to introduce the UK’s first
turf fungicide with the company’s innova-
tive StressGard Formulation Technology.
This new optimised formulation has taken
over 15 years of Research and Development
and has been specifically developed to sup-
port Turf Managers in their quest to achieve
the ultimate playing experience.

Tailor-made for sports turf, the formula-
tion has been fine tuned to upgrade the
performance of the product, providing
superior disease control leading to visibly
healthier turf.

Interface delivers unsurpassed
disease control

Not only does Interface deliver unsur-
passed disease control against 6 key turf
diseases but the StressGard Formulation
Technology helps the turf to thrive under
disease stress conditions. Interface™
alleviates disease stress improving quality
leading to visibly healthier turf.

But what do the Turf Managers think?

In addition to STRI trials, Bayer has
conducted nearly 40 field trials with Golf
Course Managers, Greenkeepers and
Spraying Operators to ensure that their
new fungicide will meet their needs in the
real working environment. It is through
close collaboration with Turf Managers that
Bayer can develop products which address
unmet customer and market needs.

In a year when Fusarium patch has been
a serious problem, Steve Privett, golf course
manager at Alresford Golf Club and one
of the early product triallists, decided to
treat three greens out of the eighteen on
his golf course with Interface; the rest were
treated with his regular fungicide. “In order
to give it a fair trial, I applied the product to
the greens which are most susceptible to
fusarium in early spring,” says Steve.

“I applied a second treatment about six
weeks later and over the June bank holiday
the disease on the three trial greens van-
ished; whereas fusarium appeared as two
inch scars on the greens that hadn’t been
sprayed with Interface.
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The trial turf recovered very well, poten-
tially quicker than normal, which I think
is evidence of the StressGard Formulation

Technology doing its job.”

Dorin Pop, Bayer’s Technical Manager
stated: “With preventative, curative and
eradicant properties, Interface can be used
at any stage of disease and at any time of
the year offering Turf Managers complete
flexibility.”

He continued: “Bayer’s mission is to help
Greenkeepers to achieve better playability.
This means controlling turf disease, manag-
ing turf stress and maintaining turfquality.”

Finally, Product Manager, Claire Mat-
thewman commented: “Interface offers
a new standard in turf protection and is
an exciting addition to our turf fungicide
portfolio. We anticipate that it will quickly
become the mainstay fungicide in the turf
professional’s armoury against turf dis-
ease.” She continued: “Bayer is proud to
use BTME 2013 as their launch platform.
An exciting new product needs an exciting
stage, and BTME was the obvious choice.
Interface is available in a 5L pack, and can
be purchased through all major distribu-
tors.
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Headland
Amenity

Accurate weather forecasting
tailored to a specific location is
one of the most useful tools for
greenkeepers and groundsmen
aiming to plan course
maintenance operations.

Headland Amenity offers
Weathercheck, a personalised
weather forecasting service
allowing turf managers to access
information on temperature,
wind speed and direction as well
as rainfall, with the choice of a
general seven day forecast or a
more detailed projection.”

The innovative RainNow’
option produces a 25km ‘Tain
radar map’ with their sports
facility at the centre, and by
using the Agronomic module,
which combines anticipated
rainfall, wind strength,
precipitation, air temperature
and evapotranspiration, they are
able to accurately judge spraying
conditions over the coming week.

Mark Wilshire, Head
Greenkeeper at Wenvoe Castle
Golf Club says that Headland
Weathercheck’s accuracy is
impressive. “I use Weathercheck
on a daily basis, if not hourly.
Weathercheck is always the most
accurate. I apply my pesticides
and fungicides through a sprayer
and Weathercheck helps me pin
point the best weather window
for spraying. Our time window for
spraying isn’t huge so an accurate
weather forecast is invaluable.
Weathercheck proved very useful
last summer with all the rain.”

Eric Olson, Estate Manager
at The Royal Automobile Club
in Surrey also added: Tuse
Weathercheck 3 to 4 times a day
as it is updated regularly and is
most accurate for the local area.”

Two Bunker Solutions in One

Two of the country’s top
bunker construction
companies have formed an
alliance to ensure that golf
clubs across the country will
receive the best possible advice
and service when it comes to
developing bunkers on their
golf courses.

Envirosports Ltd and
Blinder Bunker Liners have
each developed unique bunker
products which have been
warmly embraced by golf
clubs over the last two years
and between them the two
companies have solved many
of the bunker problems that
have bedevilled golf clubs
during that time.

The two concepts are
different. EnviroBunker is a
bunker face and edge solution
which is resistive to all forms

of erosions while Blinder
Bunkers provide a rubberised,
flexible free draining liner
which prevents contamination
of sand. Both are developed
from 100% recycled material,
have a design life of 20+ years
and together offer a completely
maintenance free bunker
solution.

EnviroBunker Blinder can
be used jointly as seen ata
recent collaborative project
between the two companies
at Royston Golf Club in
Hertfordshire where the two
products were used together to
produce a fully sealed bunker
solution.

There are also occasions
when one or other will be
the best solution to a club’s
bunker issues.

“We know that our product

is suitable for bunkers with
faces over 45 degrees and
that Blinder works best

with faces that are under 45
degrees so we are more than
happy to recommend Blinder
if we believe that is the best
option. Blinder also offers a
base solution, we do not, and
likewise we offer a finishing
revetted edge solution which
is unique to our product” said
Rhydian Lewis, Envirosports
Director.

“Once we've taken a look at
the bunkers in question we
will offer the best solution and
should that be EnviroBunker
we will be more than happy to
recommend that option to the
golf club,” said Murray Long,
Blinder Director.
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JSM SWEEP N FILL BRUSHES
COMPETITORS ASIDE

The latest version of the original and unique Sweep N Fill
brush - the SNF Il - has built on the legacy of the original
with enhancements to make it even more user friendly and
convenient. These include a narrower transport width,
higher & faster transport lift with more ground clearance
and a fully enclosed drive mechanism which allows for
adjustment without removal of the protective covers.

The ground driven brushes can be towed by a golf cart,
bunker bike or any small utility vehicle. The brush action
mimics a ‘push-broom’ action — gently flicking the plant
leaves upright while moving sand and topdressing into
aeration holes and the crown of the plant.

Jim McKenzie MBE, Celtic Manor Resort said, ‘Having
been told about the SNF by existing users we arranged a
demonstration while visiting BTME last year. The demo
immediately proved the point as to how effective this brush
is. It has transformed a laborious task.’

GreenTek showcases TuffTek

GreenTek, the well-known
mower attachment
manufacturers, used BTME
to showcase a wide range
of security equipment from
their TuffTek division.

The True-Surface Select-
A-Vibe rollers supplied by
GreenTek are well known
for their ease of use and
their ability to create
outstandingly smooth fast
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putting surfaces.

What not everyone is
aware of, is that they are
also uniquely effective for
vibrating topdressing into
the turf and down hollow
coving holes. GreenTek
therefore focused their
2013 BTME stand around
a working demonstration
display that shows how this
is achieved.

Hawer dows my dub benadn!

CourseTracker

A free and easy to use new online
system that helps golf courses
manage themselves more
sustainably and efficiently has
been launched by The R&A.
CourseTracker was unveiled

at BTME 2013 in Harrogate. It’s
designed for golf course managers
and club secretaries to record

the income derived from the
course and what is spent on its
maintenance.

The secure system allows
golf clubs to monitor their
performance over time and
identify strengths, weaknesses
and areas where savings could
be made in terms of energy and
water, for example.

CourseTracker also enables
golf clubs to anonymously
benchmark their performance
against that of other clubs of a
similar size in their country. It
produces accurate performance
reports for the use of course
managers and club secretaries
and can be used to keep
committees informed and to aid
decision making.

The system has been
extensively tested with course
managers, club secretaries
and industry bodies and their
feedback has been used to develop
and refine its range of functions.
It has been endorsed by England
Golf, the Golfing Union of Ireland,
the Scottish Golf Union and the
Golfing Union of Wales.

Steve Isaac, Director — Golf
Course Management at The R&A,
said, “There is more pressure than
ever on golf clubs to make the right

decisions to manage golf courses
sustainably, efficiently and
cost effectively. CourseTracker
can help them do that through
recording, monitoring and
reporting their activities and
inputs. We know this is an area
where many clubs struggle due to
lack of time and resources.
“CourseTracker is free,
completely secure and can
enable clubs to compare their
performance on an anonymous
basis with other clubs of a similar
size and situation. The aim is to
give clubs more information and
understanding of their course
maintenance activities to enable
them to improve performance.”
Paul Keeling, Club Services
Manager at England Golf which
has supported CourseTracker,
said, “CourseTracker is an
excellent new resource for golf
clubs which can really help them
get a grip on their expenditure
on course maintenance. It is so
important to manage golf courses
sustainably both to protect
the environment and reduce
costs. This is a quick, easy to
use system which can deliver
accurate and useful management
information for golf clubs. We
will certainly be recommending
CourseTracker to courses we
work with in England.”
CourseTracker can be accessed
online at www.coursetracker.org.
Golf clubs need only spend a few
minutes registering before using
the system. It is simple to use
and there are full online tutorials
available for guidance.






