The Back Nine

A column for writers and members to air and share
their views on golf greenkeeping topics

Master Greenkeeper Norbert Lischka explores golfing
etiquette by writing an open letter to the world’s golfers

Dear gol fer,

Greenkeepers live up to their name and used to be
called Keepers of the Green. They want you to enjoy
gol f and the course. The Course Superintendent has to
have a huge anount of technical know edge, but when
they start work at daybreak to prepare the course they
have simpler jobs to do. First they remove dew from
the greens, then nowand rel ocate the hol es, at times
they will have to spi ke and topdress for the | ong-term
heal t h, performance, and presentation of the course.

But — look at all the things that can interfere from
that nonent on. Pitch marks which are i nadequatel y
(or not at all) repaired, badly raked bunkers,
divots not repl aced, damage to the hol e by carel ess
replacement of the flag, balls lying around on pitch
or putting greens, cigarette ends, the list goes on!
Etiquette as in The Rules of Golf is important and is
your responsi bility, not the greenkeeper’s. Having
to repair the danage done by carel ess or thoughtl ess
golfers wastes the time of highly qualified green
staff, and means they have less time for the more
i mportant work of course nmai ntenance. This etiquette
is for your benefit, as there is nothing more annoying
than finding a ball sitting in a badly raked bunker or
havi ng t o repai r soneone el se’ s pitchnarks before you
can putt.

Most important is the green and its surrounding. You
want a hol e wi th an undanaged edge, because the bal |
could I'ip out otherw se. The hol e remai ns undanaged
without any difficulty if the ball is fetched out of
the cup by hand — and not by using the club head! The
flagstick should be handled carefully when removing
it, and repl aced with caution. You shoul d repair your
own pitch nmark before putting, and in an ideal world
should repair other marks spotted at the same time!

Pi t ch marks shoul d be repaired by draw ng or pushi ng
back the turf, not by lifting or digging. Agood
i nstruction can be found at ww. Pi t chPi n. de

H gh roughs are supposed to pl ease t he eye,
affect the strategy of the course and benefit the
environnent. | feel it's best not to take trolleys or
el ectric carts through the rough. The turf needs to
be treated with careinall situations. Thus, it is a
good habit to keep a minimum distance: 3m to the edge
of greens and 2mto the edge of bunkers, and trolleys
should definitely not be pulled between bunkers and
greens. To avoi d conpactions on the putting greens it
shoul d be a general rule not to practice for nore than
five minutes on the same spot. The following players
will be grateful for it!

O garette ends shoul d be put in the ashtrays on
trol l eys, not dropped on fairways, bunkers, or
greens. Range bal | s shoul d be col | ected fromal |
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pl ayi hg surfaces in the basket s provided. After atee
shot tees shoul d be pi cked up. Tees shoul d be wooden
not plastic as they are nore environnent al | y friendly
and are less |ikely to damage nower bl ades.

Wen it comes to divots they nust not be put back on
tees. However, on the fairway divots are grateful for
particular attention - taken back to their ori gi nal
pl ace and treaded down caref ul | y. Onthe range, care
shoul d be taken to ensure sone turf renmains bet ween
two divots in order to allowthe seed to gernmnate
faster.

To ensure a careful Iy raked bunker, the rake
shoul d be held with both hands and t he sand caref ul | y
distributed. The edge of the bunker shoul d be free of
sand, | eaving none on the grass to ensure t he bunker
does not lose its definition. By the way: the least
bol d border is the best one to enter or | eave t he
bunker .

If the flagstick is not visible on the green, it
coul d mean that a greenkeeper is current| y wor ki ng
there. It is good etiquette for you to warn the green-
kegp_ers you are playing the hol e by cal ling “Fore” and
wai ting for the greenkeeper’s hand si gnal before you
start playing. A*“Thank you” is al ways accept abl e.

This is all for your benefit! More understanding from
gol fers will hel p greenkeepers i measur abl y.

Yours faithfully, Norbert Lischka MG
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