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The views expressed within this column are not 
necessarily those of Greenkeeper International

A column for writers and members to air and share 
their views on golf greenkeeping topics 

The Back Nine

The views expressed within this column are not 

playing surfaces in the baskets provided. After a tee 
shot tees should be picked up. Tees should be wooden 
not plastic as they are more environmentally friendly 
and are less likely to damage mower blades.
When it comes to divots they must not be put back on 

tees. However, on the fairway divots are grateful for 
particular attention - taken back to their original 
place and treaded down carefully. On the range, care 
should be taken to ensure some turf remains between 
two divots in order to allow the seed to germinate 
faster. 
To ensure a carefully raked bunker, the rake 

should be held with both hands and the sand carefully 
distributed. The edge of the bunker should be free of 
sand, leaving none on the grass to ensure the bunker 
does not lose its definition. By the way: the least 
bold border is the best one to enter or leave the 
bunker.
If the flagstick is not visible on the green, it 

could mean that a greenkeeper is currently working 
there. It is good etiquette for you to warn the green-
keepers you are playing the hole by calling “Fore” and 
waiting for the greenkeeper’s hand signal before you 
start playing. A “Thank you” is always acceptable.
This is all for your benefit! More understanding from 

golfers will help greenkeepers immeasurably.

Yours faithfully, Norbert Lischka MG

Master Greenkeeper Norbert Lischka explores golfing 
etiquette by writing an open letter to the world’s golfers

Dear golfer,

Greenkeepers live up to their name and used to be 
called Keepers of the Green. They want you to enjoy 
golf and the course. The Course Superintendent has to 
have a huge amount of technical knowledge, but when 
they start work at daybreak to prepare the course they 
have simpler jobs to do. First they remove dew from 
the greens, then mow and relocate the holes, at times 
they will have to spike and topdress for the long-term 
health, performance, and presentation of the course.
But – look at all the things that can interfere from 

that moment on. Pitch marks which are inadequately 
(or not at all) repaired, badly raked bunkers, 
divots not replaced, damage to the hole by careless 
replacement of the flag, balls lying around on pitch 
or putting greens, cigarette ends, the list goes on! 
Etiquette as in The Rules of Golf is important and is 
your responsibility, not the greenkeeper’s. Having 
to repair the damage done by careless or thoughtless 
golfers wastes the time of highly qualified green 
staff, and means they have less time for the more 
important work of course maintenance. This etiquette 
is for your benefit, as there is nothing more annoying 
than finding a ball sitting in a badly raked bunker or 
having to repair someone else’s pitchmarks before you 
can putt.
Most important is the green and its surrounding. You 

want a hole with an undamaged edge, because the ball 
could lip out otherwise. The hole remains undamaged 
without any difficulty if the ball is fetched out of 
the cup by hand – and not by using the club head! The 
flagstick should be handled carefully when removing 
it, and replaced with caution. You should repair your 
own pitch mark before putting, and in an ideal world 
should repair other marks spotted at the same time! 
Pitch marks should be repaired by drawing or pushing 
back the turf, not by lifting or digging. A good 
instruction can be found at www.PitchPin.de
High roughs are supposed to please the eye, 

affect the strategy of the course and benefit the 
environment. I feel it’s best not to take trolleys or 
electric carts through the rough. The turf needs to 
be treated with care in all situations. Thus, it is a 
good habit to keep a minimum distance: 3m to the edge 
of greens and 2m to the edge of bunkers, and trolleys 
should definitely not be pulled between bunkers and 
greens. To avoid compactions on the putting greens it 
should be a general rule not to practice for more than 
five minutes on the same spot. The following players 
will be grateful for it! 
Cigarette ends should be put in the ashtrays on 

trolleys, not dropped on fairways, bunkers, or 
greens. Range balls should be collected from all 

playing surfaces in the baskets provided. After a tee 
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M ore than 100 years of experience goes 
into the making of Baroness products, 
giving unrivalled cutting quality and the 
very lowest running costs. 

 
For more than 20 years Baroness has been build-
ing the LM315 with our very own "hybrid" drive 
system which minimises the amount of hydraulic 
lines by using cable drive to the cutting units. 
 
Now available with a 21hp 3-cylinder diesel en-
gine and offering industry leading light weight 
combined with outstanding traction, the Baroness 
LM315 is now available to view on your golf 
course. 
 
Many UK Golf Clubs are already benefitting from 
the matchless Baroness quality of cut from all our 
other models in the Baroness golf course reel-
mower range. 
 
Baroness also produces the GM2800, a semi-
rough 5-unit rotary mower which is class-leading 
in cutting quality and traction ability. 
 
NEW for 2014! 
 
Introducing the Baroness LM2400, a truly light-
weight fairway mower that doesn’t disappoint on 
cutting quality or performance! 
 
Baroness………..truly quality on demand! 
 
 

Kyoeisha UK Ltd. a subsidiary of 
Kyoeisha Co. Ltd. of  Japan  

www.baronessuk.com 

Quality on Demand 

Tel: 01256 461591 

LM315 Greensmower 

LM2700 Fairway mower 

GM2800 semi-rough mower 

LM2400 Fairway mower 

 
 

 


