
Details of your Section’s forthcoming 
events in 2013 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue Contact

APRIL 2013

April 10th East Midland Section 
Spring Tournament

Beedles Lake Golf Club ALL WELCOME – Members and Non-members. 
Nick Miles Tel: 07842 960686

April 11th North West Section Spring 
Tournament

Lytham Green Drive 
Golf Club

Phil Dewhurst Tel: 07768 180604

April 16th South Coast Section 
Spring Tournament

Remedy Oak Golf Club Alex McCombie, Tel: 07561 001299 or Email: 
southcoastsecretary@gmail.com

April 17th North East Section Spring 
Competition

Heworth Golf Club, 
Gateshead

Jimmy Richardson Tel: 07910 641745 or Email: 
jamesrichardson17@sky.com

April 17th East Anglia Section Golf 
Day

Ufford Park Golf Club Ian Willett email: info@biggaeastanglia.co.uk

April 23rd Scotland, East Section 
Outing

Seahouses Golf Club John Young, Tel: 07776 242120 or Email: 
johnyoung@bigga.co.uk

April 23rd North Wales Section 
Spring Tournament

Bull Bay Golf Club Carl Crocher, Tel: 07702 316886 

April 24th South West Section Golf 
Day

Minchinhampton Golf 
Club

Adam Matthews, Tel: 07732 503855 or Email: 
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.co.uk

April 24th Northern Section Spring 
Tournament

Hornsea Golf Club Andy Slingsby Tel: 07506 407867

April 24th South Wales Section 
Education Event

Royal Porthcawl Golf 
Club

Gareth Knight Tel: 07595 988512 Email: 
garethknightuk@yahoo.co.uk

April 25th Scotland, North Section 
Spring Outing

Duff House Royal Dale Robertson Tel: 07711 274525 or Email: 
daleturnberry@aol.com

MAY 2013

May 1st Cleveland Section Spring 
Tournament

Brancepeth Castle Golf 
Club

Ian Pemberton Email: ispemberton@ntlworld.com

May 14th Midland Section Spring 
Competition

Robin Hood Golf Club Andrew Smith Tel: 07977 145091 or Email: 
andysmithace@hotmail.co.uk

May 16th Sheffield Section Spring 
Tournament

Bondhay Golf Club Andy Unwin Tel: 07929 252047

May 22nd Devon & Cornwall 
Section Event – Section 
Championships

The Point at Polzeath George Pitts Tel: 07929 754404 or Email: gpitts.
yelverton@gmail.com

May 22nd East of England Spring 
Competition

Market Rasen Golf Club Bruce Hicks Tel: 07931 714922 or Email: bthicks@
gmail.com

BIGGA Regional Conferences
Midlands - 6 November 
2013. Forest Hill Golf & 
Country Club, Leicester.

�Contact Sandra Raper  
- 07866 366966

North- 7 November 2013 
at Phoenix Sports Club, 
Rotherham.

�Contact Sandra Raper  
- 07866 366966

South East- 2013 date 
and location tbc.

�Contact Clive Osgood  
- 01737 819343 / 07841 948410

South West & South 
Wales - 21 November 
2013 at Oaktree  
Arena, Bristol.

Contact Jane  
Jones - 01454 270850 /  
07841 948110
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Around The Green
Club. News and entry details on 
the section website.

Our new education officer 
Ben Scrivener outlined plans for 
an education program over the 
next months with some exciting 
ideas, more of these as soon as 
they are arranged.

Richard Freeman announced 
that plans are well under way for 
the Toro (Lely) sponsored football 
tournament, team details will be 
announced on the website. So 
if you would like to play please 
take the contact details from the 
website and get on the phone. 
The final is again at West Ham 
United’s ground 21st May for 
your diary, but unlike past years 
this year there will be some 
knockout rounds to get through 
first. That’s all for this month 
more details next month on 
education, golf and the football.

www.essexbigga.co.uk  07764 
862337 or at essexbigga@talk-
talk.net 

Arnold Phipps-Jones

SOUTH WEST 
& WALES

SOUTH WEST

Maybe I spoke too soon last 
month but that sliver of spring 
that was on the horizon has 
vanished. A few superlatives 
come to mind; arctic blast…
brass monkeys…all I know is 
that when I arrived at the shed 
the other morning it was -5C and 
that was before the wind chill. 

Any of you who decided to 
go with an early season coring 
programme must surely be in 
position and poised for soil 
temperatures to rise and get the 
season under way, it is all about 
positioning! 

A successful day was had by 
all at the recent presentation 
and course walk event hosted 
by Chris Sealey and Chippen-
ham Golf. All four presenters 
including myself, Jaime Acton, 
Adam Matthews and Stephen 
Jack who came down from 
Surrey overcame heavy nerves 
and a Chippenham-wide power 
outage to present our audience 
of nearly thirty four talks on a 
wide range of subjects that 
seemed to keep everyone at full 
attention. Personally I really 

enjoyed the experience and I am 
sure that Adam, Stephen and 
Jaime did too, well done to my 
co-presenters! 

Coming up on Wednesday 24 
April is the Am/Am at Minchin-
hampton Golf Club which will be 
in fine spring form, make sure 
that entries are in promptly as 
there is sure to be high demand 
on this event at a great club and 
venue.  Following on, Wednes-
day 29 May is the Section v Sec-
retaries match at stunning The 
Manor House, Castle Combe, 
that one is sure to be a cauldron 
of competition.

Finally a welcome to new sec-
tion member Nigel Thompson of 
Cleeve Hill Golf Club in Glouces-
tershire who has recently joined 
BIGGA, good to see new mem-
bers coming in to see the benefits 
of the association.

Keep up the support, see you 
all at the upcoming Section days 
and keep the news coming in. 
Jaey Goodchild (07984422295 
j.goodchild@bowood.org)

SOUTH COAST

Hopefully by the time you read 
this the sun will be shining with 
golfers in shirt sleeves. We have 
come in today to a covering of 
snow and wind chill -8, it can 
only improve!

The annual seminar at Milton 
Abbey School was another 
huge success with 80 attendees 
treated to excellent speakers. 
Sadly I was unable to attend 
because of family issues but I 
understand the food was also 
outstanding. 

Thanks as always to Alex for 
the hard work in organising the 
event, thanks also to Joe Cooper 
and Milton Abbey school for 
allowing us to use their facility. 
Last but not least our thanks 
go to the sponsors for the day 
Banks Amenity, Huxley Turf 
and E.G.Cole. 

The first golf event of the year 
is on 16 April at the renowned 
Remedy Oak Golf Club, this will 
be very popular so if you haven’t 
booked your start time do so 
quickly. Contact Kevan Glass 
at glassy2003@hotmail.com, 
the cost is £35 and that must be 
received before the day. As usual 
for our spring event Avoncrop 
will be the sponsors in memory 
of Colin (chalky) White. 

Several people have asked me 
about the Management Trophy 
which sadly I have to report 
that this year we do not have a 
sponsor. Hopefully this will be 
rectified and this very popular 
event will continue next year.

Here at Barton on the “sunny 
south coast” I can only say we 
survived an appalling winter, 
more days closed than ever 
before. No golf, no members 
coming in means no-one is 
spending money-very hard 
times. We have in the last week 
managed to get out and punch 
holes in as many areas as pos-
sible, a light top dressing and a 
liquid feed and now things are 
looking much better. The next 
thing will be bringing the bore 
hole back on line and priming 
the watering system!

Hope you have a great Easter 
(I will as I am off to Cuba) with 
some warm sunshine and of 
course a light shower, see you at 
Remedy Oak on the 16th!

Tony Gadd

SOUTH WALES

With our weather patterns 
trying their best to destroy all 
our best laid plans thank God we 
have a rugby team to be proud 
of even if it is kick and clap (Mr 
Kinley). Our biggest ever victory 
over England has made my last 
few days visiting my English golf 
clubs very enjoyable…

Our Spring seminar will 
again take place on April 24 at 
Royal Porthcawl GC sponsored 
by Countrywide Amenity, 
confirmed speakers are Steve 
Chappell Gleneagles, Mark 
Hunt Headland Amenity, Tillers 
Turf, Sports Metals and Enviro-
bunker. A great line up, I’m sure 
you’ll all agree, booking forms 
should now have been received 
but for extra bookings please 
contact Gareth Knight on 07595 
988512.

Our spring tournament 
should have taken place at Fair-
wood Park by the time you read 
this so please read next month’s 
article for the results. Just before 
I leave congratulations must go 
out to Jim Jenkins the new Head 
Greenkeeper at Carmarthen GC 
welcome back mate we wish you 
all the very best. 

Keep enjoying the spring guys 
Peter H.

Scotland	
Daniel Chapman, SRUC (Elmwood), Student
David MacMillan, East Kilbride Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Jed Sigsworth, Cupar Golf Club, Assistant 
Greenkeeper
Lewis Valentine, Moray Golf Club	
Assistant Greenkeeper
Fergal Cushen, St. Andrews Links Trust, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Dave Beardwood, St. Andrews Links Trust, 
Greenkeeper 
John Bateson, St. Andrews Links Trust, 
Greenkeeper 
Stuart Lindsay, St. Andrews Links Trust, 
Assistant Greenkeeper

Northern Region	
Steven Grantham, Lees Hall Golf Club, Head 
Greenkeeper
Christian Johnson, Chesterfield Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Andrew Cuffe, Lytham Green Drive Golf 
Club, Affiliate Member
Tim Baldwin, Amega Sciences plc, Affiliate 
Member
Jonathan Carmichael, Eastham Lodge Golf 
Club, Assistant Greenkeeper
Lee Whittaker, The Mere Golf Resort & Spa, 
Greenkeeper 
Kevin Fowler, Flaxby Park Golf & Country 
Club, Greenkeeper 
David Raper, Easingwold Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Neil Armitage, Headingley Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Steven Cockshott, Headingley Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Jon Hall, Headingley Golf Club, Affiliate 
Member

Midland Region	
Richard Sheldon, Stonebridge Golf Centre, 
Greenkeeper 
Philip Dick, Myerscough College, Student
Stanley Wallis, Myerscough College, Student
Steven Edwards, Harewood Downs Golf 
Club, Greenkeeper 
Connor Bodman, Woburn Golf & Country 
Club, Assistant Greenkeeper
Daniel Quinn, Woburn Golf & Country Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Daniel Wright, Woburn Golf & Country Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper

South East Region	
Luke Grounsell, Bramley Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
David Cameron, Wentworth Club (The), 
Greenkeeper 
Daniel Reading, Oaks Park Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
James Lumley, Sutton Green Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Terry Carver, RAF Marham Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Harry Cannon, Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Keegan Powell, Sunningdale Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Paul Holmes, Hadley Wood Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Harry James, Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Keith Pooley, Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 

South West/South Wales 
Region	
Nick Stephens, Carmarthen Golf Club, Head 
Greenkeeper
Tim Haycock, Carmarthen Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Tom Easterbrook, Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club, 
Assistant Greenkeeper
Jordan Jones, Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 
Nigel Thompson, Cleeve Hill Golf Club, 
Greenkeeper 

Overseas
Etienne Scott Pillier, Student, France
Tryggvi Olver Gunnarsson, Oddur Golf Club, 
Iceland
Pierre Del Bono, Golf Club Villars, France
Gary Schweber, Rolling Green C.C., USA
Bradley Sim, Cape Kidnappers Golf Course, 
New Zealand

BIGGA welcomes the 
following new members


