
BLOGGING WITH 
ROYAL APPROVAL 

This month’s featured blog is from Royal Cinque Ports 
Golf Club in Kent, which will host the 2013 Amateur 
Championship and is one of four venues selected for 
Final Open Qualifying from 2014 to 2018. The blog 
was started by Assistant Links superintendent James 
Bledge shortly after joining the Club last October. It’s 
crammed with information and high quality pictures 
documenting the greenkeeping team’s work including 
rough management, tee platform renovation, bunker 
revetting and all manner of winter work taking place on 
the course.

The Club has already seen several clear benefits from 
writing the blog. James says: “Take the overseeding 
for example, we spent a good sum of money hiring an 
expensive machine to do a specific task. Many golfers 
were asking what we were doing and why we were 
doing it. They were able to view the blog and get the 
information they required. Weeks later we were able to 
post a picture of the results and we are confident that a 
good part of the membership now understand why we 
do what we do.”

Links Superintendent Chris Barnard added: “I 
think the blog was a great idea from James, it’s a 
very useful tool for keeping members informed about 
current projects on the course. It helps to answer many 
questions before they’re asked giving us more time out 
on the course to get through this year’s very busy winter 
programme.

“Our members are interested in the work we do and 
are proud of the course. We wanted to document and 
share with everyone exactly what we’ve been doing 
throughout the winter ahead of what will be a very busy 
season. James posted a link on the BIGGA bulletin 
board to see if anyone else was blogging. There were 
loads of positive replies and it seems a few courses 
have started blogs as a result. The Cruden Bay and 
Carnoustie blogs are particularly interesting as well 
as a few others. Some other blogs have inspired us to 
possibly try adding extras like video footage. Perhaps 
our blog inspires other courses to start!

“We’re hosting the British Amateur Championship 
this year and the green staff are doing a lot of work 
ahead of it. 2013 will be a very exciting time for everyone 
at Royal Cinque Ports.”

Contact Steve Castle at steve.castle@bigga.co.uk if 
you think your blog deserves to be featured in GI.

Play unfortunately had to be 
abandoned due to incessant 
rain on the Old Course at 
Walton Heath – but the terrible 
weather did not dampen spirits 
at the South East Golf Day.

Despite the great efforts and 
hard work by Alan Strachan 
and his team to prepare the Old 
Course, heavy overnight rain 
followed by more rain during 
the day forced members and 
guests off the course. They 
took refuge from the elements 
and enjoyed the refreshments 
kindly provided by Johnny 
Beck and James Watson of 
Sherriff Amenity at the 11th 
hole. 

Competitors were able to 
enjoy the warm hospitality of 
the Clubhouse before over a 
hundred sat down to an early 
meal in the Holderness Dining 
Room. Chairman Tom Smith 
introduced BIGGA CEO Jim 
Croxton who thanked the Club 
for, as always, making us so 
welcome on the day before 
proposing the toast to Walton 
Heath Golf Club and their 
guests. This was followed by 
Captain Michael Vaines who 
welcomed everyone to the club.

This year’s guest speaker 
John Paramor, Chief Referee 
of the European Tour then 
entertained us with some 
fascinating and humorous 
stories experienced during his 
duties around the world.

The South East Region of 
BIGGA is most grateful to the 
following companies for their 
very generous sponsorship and 
help with this event: Avoncrop 
Amenity Products, Blade 
Amenity, BSM Golf, CMW, 
Ernest Doe Power, Everris, Golf 
Mats UK, Grass Roots/Dryject 
UK, JSM, P Tuckwell Ltd, Rigby 
Taylor, Sherriff Amenity and 
Speedcut Contractors Ltd.

Clive Osgood

Reports from South East England 
suggest unscrupulous operators 
masquerading as professional 
arborists and tree surgeons 
are scaring landowners into 
felling perfectly safe and healthy 
common ash trees. They are 
preying on already considerable 
fears generated by the national 
media storm over chalara 
ash dieback at the end of last 
year. Kent Trading Standards 
is the latest to warn on this 
development. 

The national media storm 
appears to have abated for now, 
but some landowners with ash 
trees on their properties clearly do 
not require much persuasion to 
err on the side of caution as they 
see it. 

Current information from 
DEFRA says no-one will be forced 
to destroy ash trees unless they 
are young trees which are part of 
a recently planted site identified 
with chalara ash dieback disease. 
In these situations the Forestry 
Commission or another branch of 
the UK plant health authority will 
issue a Plant Health Notice. This 
effectively means that all mature 
ash trees could (for the moment) 
be spared. However, this does not 
take into account any developing 
issues with public safety which 
landowners (tree owners) are 
clearly responsible for.

Such a threat to perfectly 
healthy fully grown ash trees 

from ‘cowboy’ operators shows 
the urgent need for FC and FERA 
to introduce the microinjection 
of systemic fungicide as a means 
of ash tree protection, so at least 
landowners have the option 
of protecting trees rather than 
pre-emptively felling them. 

Finding a solution should 
not prove too difficult. North 
Americans have to deal with 
a potentially lethal disease of 
oak trees called oak wilt caused 
by a close relative of Chalara 
fraxinea (chalara ash dieback). 
Oak wilt is caused by a fungus 
called Chalara quercina. Oak 
trees in North America have 
been successfully protected 
(and in some cases cured) of oak 
wilt disease by injection of the 
systemic fungicide propiconazole, 
a member of the azole (sub 
group triazole) fungicides, and 
by mode of action described as a 
Steroid Demethylation (ergosterol 
biosynthesis) Inhibitor (DMI). 

The fungicide is injected into 
the tree trunk by operators 
working at ground level and is 
subsequently transported to 
all aerial parts of the tree in the 
xylem (water conducting tissue). 
There are other different triazole 
fungicides including tebuconazole 
which are used in a similar way 
to protect against and control oak 
wilt disease.

Dr Terry Mabbett

Following the success of last year’s show 
BIGGA are gearing up for a huge BTME 2014, 
as it returns to a four hall exhibition with 
the world’s major machinery manufacturers 
preparing to head to Harrogate.

The Harrogate International Centre is sure to 
be bustling next January with the likes of John 
Deere, Toro and Ransomes Jacobsen joining 
Kubota, RECO and New Holland at BTME 
2014. 

Many of last year’s happy exhibitors are also 
returning with many increasing their stand 
space. After a surge of early bookings over 
85% of stands are already reserved with eager 
companies determined to showcase their latest 
products. BIGGA are pleased to welcome a 
whole host of returning exhibitors including 
Baroness Mowers, Campey Turf Care Systems, 
Syngenta, Everris plus dozens more.

Jim Croxton, CEO of BIGGA, said: “We’re 
delighted that the exhibition will once again 
feature four halls. This will allow us to both 
increase the number of exhibitors and attract 
even more visitors from all corners of the turf 
management industry. 

“I’m particularly encouraged by the number 
of exhibitors who have already rebooked after 
last year’s show. Many have also increased 
their stand space which is a reflection of how 
they see BTME as the place to meet potential 
customers and do business.”

Discussing the success of BTME 2013, 

Croxton continued: “This will be BTME’s 25th 
year and it’s becoming increasingly popular. 
The feedback we’ve received from exhibitors, 
buyers and guests has been extremely positive 
and we anticipate that returning to four halls 
next year will extend its appeal even further. It’s 
a very exciting time for everybody involved.”

Europe’s leading turf care exhibition – which 
next year begins on Tuesday 21 January at the 
Harrogate International Centre - showcases 
market leaders from all sectors of the turf 
industry, including artificial grass, course 
furniture, drainage, fertilisers and top of the 
range machinery, to name just a few of the 
highlights.

BTME 2014 will also boast a terrific 
educational programme, with the extremely 
popular Turf Managers’ Conference again 
returning to the week when the industry 
converges on Harrogate. There will also be 
more workshops and seminars through the 
superb ‘Continue to Learn’ programme with a 
terrific range of knowledgeable and passionate 
presenters – keep an eye out for the confirmed 
speakers over the coming months.

BIGGA is urging anyone looking to reserve 
a stand to call now to avoid disappointment. 
There is still limited space remaining and 
places are being taken quickly.  For your 
opportunity to exhibit at next year’s BTME, 
contact Jill Rodham or Matt Wignall on 01347 
833812 or 01347 833 832.

BTME to be even 
BIGGA for 2014
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Rogue traders cash in 
on Chalara confusion
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