
details of your Section’s forthcoming 
events in 2012 can be found here...

diary of events

date event Venue Contact

SEPTEMBER

Sep 5th BIGGA Seminars Saltex, Windsor 
Racecourse

BIGGA House, 01347 833800 option 3 or info@bigga.co.uk

Sep 11th North Wales Section Event St Melyd Golf Club Jez Hughes, Tel mobile: 07876 776265 or email: jezpro69@
aol.com

Sep 13th North West Section Event Penwortham Golf 
Club

Chris Sheehan, email: jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk

Sep 13th East of England Section Event Blankney Golf Club Bruce Hicks Tel mobile: 07931 714922 or email: 
brucehicks1@gmail.com

Sep 13th Scottish North Section Golf Day Granton-on-Spey 
Golf Club

Dale Robertson, email: daleturnberry@aol.com

Sep 18th Scottish West Section Golf Day Fereneze Golf Club Fraser Ross, email: Karen.ross@tesco.net

Sep 19th North West Section Event Penwortham Golf 
Club

Chris Sheehan email: jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk

Sep 19th Scottish East Section Autumn 
Event

Murrayfield Golf 
Club

Stuart Ferguson, email: stuferg@btinternet.com

Sep 19th Scottish Central Section Golf 
Day

Piperdam Golf & 
Leisure Resort

Gordon Moir, email: gmoir@standrews.org.uk

Sep 20th South Coast Section v’s South 
West Section

Salisbury & South 
Wilts Golf Club

Alex McCombie, email: southcoastsecretary@gmail.com

Sep 20th East Midlands Section AGM 
and Texas Scramble

Glen Gorse Golf 
Club

Nick Miles Tel: 07842 960686

Sep 26th Essex Section Event Stoke-by-Nayland 
Golf Club

Antony Kirwin, Tel: 07887 780065 or email: antz16@
btinternet.com

OCTOBER

Oct 4th South West Section Event Bristol & Clifton 
Golf Club

Adam Matthews Tel: 07732 503855 or email: 
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.co.uk

Oct 4th East of England Section Event South Kyme Golf 
Club

Bruce Hicks Tel: 01205 353925 or mobile: 07931 714922 or 
email: brucehicks1@gmail.com

Oct 4th South Coast Section Autumn 
Event

Weymouth Golf 
Club¬

Alex McCombie email: southcoastsecretary@gmail.com

Oct 8-9th BIGGA National Championship 
2012

Irvine Golf Club Sponsored by Charterhouse and Kubota. Contact Rachael 
Duffy at BIGGA HQ 01347 833800 option 3 or email 
rachael@bigga.co.uk

Oct 10th North East Section Autumn 
Event

Tyneside Golf Club Jimmy Richardson Tel: 0191 413 5232 or mobile: 07500 
528542 or Email: jamesrichardson217@btinternet.com

Oct 11th Midland Region – Whitemoss 
Inter-Section Golf Day

Greetham Valley 
Golf Club

Sandra Raper Tel: 07866 366966 or Email: sandra@bigga.
co.uk

Oct 16th East Anglia Golf Day Ely City Golf Club Ian Willett Tel: 07929 205398 or Email: info@biggaeastan-
glia.co.uk

Oct 17th Northern Region Inter-Section 
Golf Day

Bingley St Ives Golf 
Club

Sandra Raper Tel: 07866 366966 or Email: sandra@bigga.
co.uk

Oct 18th BIGGA & GCMA Educational 
Seminar

Chipping Sodbury 
Golf Club

Karen Drake, Weston super Mare Golf Club, Email: 
wsmgolfclub@eurotelbroadband.com

Oct 18th Midland Section Event Druids Heath Golf 
Club

Andrew Smith Email: andysmithace@hotmail.co.uk

Oct 23rd East of Scotland NPTC Update Murrayfield Golf 
Club Edinburgh

Stuart Ferguson Tel: 07961 630553 or Email: stuferg@
btinternet.com

Oct 25th Mid Anglia Section Golf Day 
and AGM

Verulam Golf Club Richard Saunders Tel: 07773 206553
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Around the Green
I thought that I had reached an 
age when life slowed down and 
warm summer afternoons were 
spent sipping champagne on 
the lawn.  No, at a time when I 
should relax I find that am still 
laying said lawn, decorating 
and writing next month’s article 
for this fine magazine. Sipping 
champagne is a pipe dream 
and will have to wait until my 
first harvest of grapes is picked, 
fermented, bottled, had its 
second fermentation, and left 
to age in my cellar.  Of course, 
you’ve realised I am joking, I do 
not have a cellar and the garden 
shed will have to do.

The McMillan tankard at 
Sunningdale GC was played for 
on July 16 and was won by Steve 
Alabastor and Mark Brookes 
was runner up.  Anthony 
Freeman secured the longest 
drive and the nearest the pin 
was again Mark Brookes. Many 
thanks to Sunningdale GC 
for allowing us our yearly visit 
and also many thanks to Jack 
McMillan who presented the 
tankard and prizes . The bar-
becue that followed was burnt 
by yours truly with the aid of 
Paul [Oliver] Weston and the 
only cases of food poisoning left 
the local dogs determined never 
again to beg from strangers.

Brian Willmott
Brian.willmott@hotmail.

co.ukt
           

South West

I want to say a huge well done 
to all the support workers that 
were involved at Royal Lytham 
& St Annes for this year’s Open 
championship. During some 
very tough times weather wise 
and with over 200 bunkers, you 
guys did us very proud.

On Friday 10 August captain 
Wayne Vincent took his team to 
Royal Porthcawl GC, and this 
was unfortunately coming on 
the back of a defeat. Not play-
ing myself (getting that part in 
early...) the team travelled over 
the bridge and onto Porthcawl 

in high hopes! This being a very 
hot day, I hear that some of our 
guys left their clubs at home 
and thought their sun lounges 
would be a better option. I hate 
to say this, but we lost this very 
important fixture 4-2, however I 
have been promised this won’t 
be happening again next year. 

I write this while watching the 
closing ceremony from London 
2012, and it made me realise 
that as a nation we really do 
know how to put on a show. 
The opening ceremony was fan-
tastic, during the games Great 
Britain were awesome, beating 
any previous medal count. I’m 
sure many of you spent hours 
watch the games, and found 
it equally motivating. With the 
games closing in such a great 
fashion, we come together as a 
nation. Very proud times! 

As for the section, Thursday 
4 October will be our next event, 
this is our AGM and will take 
place at Bristol & Clifton Golf 
Club. I would also like to thank 
our patronage partners for 
2012, Farmura, Countrywide, 
Headland, Eco-solve, TH White, 
Irrtech Ltd, Avoncrop. 

We also have a Facebook page 
for the southwest section, one 
that will make it much more 
convenient for you all to use, 
you don’t have to do anything, 
just enjoy this amazing feature 
you have at your fingertips.

I would like to finish on a very 
positive note, and one that the 
section is very proud of. Chris 
Sealey is now BIGGA vice chair-
man, this is very well deserved. 
Chris, as a section we wish you 
all the very best in your future 
role, good luck!

See you all very soon,
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk
07732503855

essex 

After a couple of months of 
inactivity in the section we are 
back with a vengeance. 

Tom Smith, Ben Scrivener 

and I went up to the Open 
Championship as part of the 
support team and what a time 
we had, long days, up early and 
to bed late but a feast of memo-
ries to stay with us for many a 
year.

The Olympics are a thing of 
the past, and what a joyous 
period it was, more medals 
than were expected and some 
surprises to boot.

Grass seems to keep grow-
ing and that dormant period 
around July, August has not 
materialised, at least for the 
time being the rain seems to 
have subsided.

We have just held our 
Summer Trophy and National 
Qualifier, Rochford Hundred 
Golf Club was the venue and 
what a day they had, the course 
was set up by Head Green-
keeper, Dave Rand and his staff, 
comments such as fantastic 
were regularly heard and every 
one there thoroughly enjoyed 
the event. The sun shone and so 
did the golf as the results show.

Results for the day are as 
follows.

Division 1. 1st Antony 
Kirwan,  40 points. 2nd Andy 
Cracknell 36 points.

Division 2. 1st Dougie Fernie, 
40 points. 2nd Ross Bennett, 
38 points.

Trade/Sponsors. 1st James 
Tuckwell, 35 points; Guest. 
Tony Rand; National Qualifier: 
Dougie Fernie

The next golf day is the 
Autumn Trophy at Stoke by 
Nayland Golf & Spa on Wednes-
day 26th September, entries 
to: Antony Kirwan by 20th 
September please. At - Play 
Golf Colchester, Bakers Lane, 
Colchester, Essex, CO3 4AU. 
Entries are £20 Members/
Sponsors and £25 Guests. 

It’s just a short one this 
month, but exciting news 
to come next month, on two 
seminars to be run by the sec-
tion and our overdue trip to the 
Hurlingham Club.

If you have anything for inclu-
sion in Greenkeeper Interna-
tional or on the Sections Website 
www.essexbigga.co.uk please 
contact me on 07764-862.337 
or at essexbigga@talktalk.net

Arnold Phipps-Jones

Scotland 
ryan Shannon, Ayrshire Section
Michael McLeod, north Section
Scott Crawford, West Section
neil Paris, West Section

Northern region 
Stephen Millar, north West Section
Daniel Drake, northern Section
Matthew Alderton, Sheffield Section
Christopher Hill, Sheffield Section

midland region
robert Andrews, Berks/Bucks & oxon 
Section
Adam Lovejoy, Berks/Bucks & oxon 
Section
David Patterson, Berks/Bucks & oxon 
Section
Mark Carter, east Midland Section
Gavin keyworth, east Midland Section
Bradley Blacker, Mid Anglia Section
David Collins, Midland Section
Matthew emslie, Midland Section
emma kilby, Midland Section
Gareth Waite, Midland Section
kenny Wright, Midland Section

South east region
robert Barnard, east Anglia Section
Andy Spetch, east Anglia Section
Grant Hedley, Surrey Section

Sth West/Sth Wales 
region
Martin Cornish, Devon & Cornwall 
Section 
James Jones, Devon & Cornwall Section
robert Sadler, Devon & Cornwall Section
Paul Dutton, South Coast Section

For more information on 
new members log in to 
the members’ Area of the 
bIGGA Website.

bIGGA welcomes the 
following new members

BtMe is back for it’s 24th year, at the  
Harrogate International Centre
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