
14  GI  SEPTEMBER 2012 SEPTEMBER 2012  GI 15

INDUSTRY UPDATEGI The latest turf industry news from around the globe

What’s your 
number?

How long have you been in 
the industry?
I have been in the land based sector of over 10 years 
however far longer if you count that I’m from a farming 
family.

How did you get into it?
I have had a varied history to date which started with 
horticulture, which progressed into environmental 
conservation, agriculture and arboriculture. You may 
well ask how this is relevant to greenkeepers, well in 
the main because I teach pesticides, tractor driving and 
chainsaw maintenance and felling all skills that are 
needed on the golf course.  

What other jobs have you done?
I have taught within a land based college environment 
for over ten years in all the sectors mentioned previously 
as well as with a local arborist in felling and working on 
trees. 

What do you like about your current job?
I like the flexibility of being in different places each week. 
I love meeting new people and teaching them new skills 
as well as learning new skills and techniques myself. 

What changes have you seen during your time in the 
industry?
The world of green keeping goes from strength to 
strength with more women involved slowly but surely. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like working in my vegetable patch, taking care of my 
many rare breed hens, walks with my little Jack Russell 
and making cakes. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years time?
Still teaching and training hopefully more women in the 
green keeping industry. 

Who do you consider best friends in the industry?
The green keepers at Shipley West Yorkshire were very 
helpful, informative and professional it was refreshing 
to be treated as an equal.

What do you consider to be your lucky number?
7

	
  

Name: 
Demelza 
Hartley	
Company: 
Lowe 
Maintenance
Position: 
Trainer 

Our regular and random profile of an industry figure 
continues with this month’s lucky number...

Demelza has picked Steve Dyne at Invicta Groundcare 

Bernhard director, Rod Mayes, 
pictured receiving a retirement 
gift from Stephen Bernhard, 
started work with the company 
nearly half a century ago as an 
apprentice.

Rod, Works Director at the 
Haverhill factory, spent 48 
years with the firm and said 
in a final farewell during this 
special presentation.

Rod said: “This was the 
only engineering business in 
the town when I joined, and 
they took on a number of 
apprentices and gave them 
good training. 

“We’ve been at the same 
factory building for all these 
years. Mr Atterton, of Atterton 
and Ellis (now owned by 
Bernhard), lived in the old 
house on the original site.  

“We are just in the process 
of moving across to our new 

purpose-built site the other 
side of Haverhill – so it seemed 
to me to be a good time to take 
my retirement and hand over 
to someone else.

“My wife and I love travelling, 
so would like to spend more 
time doing that, and enjoying 
our grandchildren. But, it is 
hard to imagine life without 
Bernhard’s.”

Rod will be sorely missed 
by everyone – and the staff at 
Haverhill and the Rugby office 
came together to celebrate his 
service to Bernhard’s.

The day began at the old 
factory – where the team 
gathered, perhaps for the last 
time – before the move to the 
new site is complete.

After lunch, and the 
presentation of a gold watch 
to Rod, Company Chairman 
Stephen Bernhard made 

a speech of thanks and 
appreciation at the new factory.

Stephen said, “The team 
wanted to come and say 
goodbye to Rod, and it seemed 
fitting to do that at the old 
factory.  

We wanted to keep the 
connection.

“Rod has been part of the 
company’s history.  He is not 
only a loyal and committed 
colleague, but a good friend, 
and we will all miss him 

Ransomes Jacobsen provided 
tournament support at the 
Aberdeen Asset Management 
Scottish Open held at the Castle 
Stuart Golf Links near Inverness. 

The European Tour event was 
won by Jeev Milkha Singh with 
a 12 foot birdie putt at the first 
extra hole during a sudden-death 
play-off with Francesco Molinari.

Course manager Chris Haspell 
and his team use Jacobsen 
SLF-1880 light fairway mowers 
on the links and these were 
supplemented with four additional 
machines plus Cushman utility 
vehicles. 

Chris said: “Having additional 
technicians on site is fantastic 
during the week, especially when 
they have a wealth of knowledge 
like the guy from Jacobsen.  
Without the availability of the 
additional 1880s along with the 
run-arounds it would make the 
week much harder to run. We 
really appreciate the support that 
Ransomes Jacobsen afford us and 
look forward to their continued 
support next year should it be 
needed.”

RJ OUT IN 
SUPPORT 
AT THE 
SCOTTISH 
OPEN

Rod retires after 48 
years with Bernhard

Wiedenmann UK launched six 
new products at a special event 
held at a glorious five-star spa 
resort on the outskirts of Berlin.

The launch, well attended by 60 
dealers from across the UK, was 
the seventh of its type but the first 
to feature half a dozen entirely 
new machines.

Delegates were first introduced 
to the Terra Clean 100 and the 
Terra Clean 160 at a ‘3G’ surface.  
The 100 – a budget level machine 
– was given a demonstration as 
was the more advanced 160, 
which features a sieved separation 
system with a dust extraction 
system designed to ensure a 
completely clean and groomed 
surface.

The next day saw the attendees 
take to an on-site golf course 
where they were again given 
impressive demonstrations. This 
time, the stars were the Core 

Recycler – which clears cores from 
greens following hollow coring 
aeration – and the Super Pro 
FXL-H230 Commercial Out Front 
Mower featuring new ‘fold on the 
fly’ wings.

Other exciting new products 
unveiled were the Super 600, a 
cut and scarify collector, and the 
impressive Mega Twister, a very 
powerful large capacity blower.

The delegates listened to 
a speech from David Rae, 
Company Founder and Managing 
Director, outlining his hopes 
for the continued fruitful 
working relationship between 
Wiedenmann and the dealers.

It was then the turn of the 
amiable Jurgen Wiedenmann, 
joint managing director, to 
officially close the meeting. He 
received congratulations on his 
products and much gratitude for 
his team’s superb hospitality.

WIEDENMANN LAUNCH SIX 
NEW PRODUCTS IN BERLIN


