
Details of your section’s forthcoming 
events in 2012 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue Contact

NOVEMBER 2012

November 6th Golf Course Design 
Seminar, Essex Section

Colne Valley Golf Club Ian Wood Tel: 07952 470861

November 6th Cylinder Maintenance & 
Grinding Techniques/
Benefits of Enviro Bunker

Turnhouse Golf 
Club, Training Room, 
Maintenance Facility

Scott Corrigan Tel: 07877 098237

November 6th Midland Regional 
Conference

Forest Hill Golf Club, 
Leicester

Sandra Raper Tel: 07866 366966 or Email: 
sandra@bigga.co.uk

November 7th Devon & Cornwall Section 
Event Bayer Cup

Bowood Golf & Country 
Club

George Pitts Tel: 07929 754401 or Email: gpitts.
yelverton@gmail.com

November 7th Northern Regional 
Conference

Phoenix Sports Club, 
Rotherham

Sandra Raper Tel: 07866 366966 or Email: 
sandra@bigga.co.uk

November 12th STRI Regional Training – 
Pests, Weeds & Diseases

Moor Allerton Golf Club Rachael Godfrey Tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

November 12th STRI Regional Training 
– Technical Turf Manage-
ment – Part 1

Best Western Gleddoch 
House Hotel & Golf 
Spa – West Scotland

Rachael Godfrey Tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

November 13th STRI Regional Training 
– Technical Turf Manage-
ment – Part 1

Moor Allerton Golf Club Rachael Godfrey Tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

November 13th STRI Regional Training 
– Technical Turf Manage-
ment – Part 1

Castleknock Hotel & 
Country Club

Rachael Godfrey Tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

November 14th South East Regional 
Conference

Thorpeness Golf & 
Country Club

Ian Willet Tel: 07929 205398 or Email: info@
biggaeastanglia.co.uk

November 15th South West & South Wales 
Regional Conference

Oaktree Arena, 
Highbridge, Somerset

Jane Jones Tel: 01454 270850 or Mobile 07841 
948110 or Email: jane@bigga.co.uk

November 15th Midland Region TEAM 
CHALLENGE

Burton on Trent Golf 
Club

Sandra Raper Tel: 07866 366966 or Email: 
sandra@bigga.co.uk

November 15th North West Section Event Wilmslow Golf Club Chris Sheehan at Email: jsheehan@blueyonder.
co.uk

November 20th Machinery Supplier Day, 
Essex Section

Channels Golf Club Arnold Phipps-Jones Email: arnold.phipps-jones@
threeriversclub.com

November 21st North Wales Section Event Oswestry Golf Club Jez Hughes Tel: 07876 776265 or email: jezpro69@
aol.com

January 22nd – 24th

The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition

register NOW to avoid the queues

visit www.bigga.org.uk
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Around The Green

Devon & Cornwall

Hello all,
Our October meeting was 

held at East Devon Golf Club on 
Thursday 11 October.

The day consisted of Golf 
or a Course walk followed by 
lunch, a presentation by Paul 
Newcombe (Head Greenkeeper) 
and then our AGM.

Unfortunately the weather 
was not being kind and torren-
tial rain greeted in the morning 
followed by fog, but nevertheless 
the golf and the course walk 
went ahead and all attendees 
braved the elements.

The course was in fantastic 
condition and testament to Paul 
and his team for all their hard 
work.

In total, 46 members and 
guests attended the day, with 
24 playing golf and the rest on 
the course walk.

Paul led the course walk and 
took us to some of the holes that 
have needed to be moved and 
redesigned due to the cliff top 
erosion.

The main aim of the club is 
to ensure that holes are moved 
inland sufficiently enough 
to safeguard the future of the 
course for another 100 years.

The holes that have been 
affected have been moved and 
designed sympathetically to 
ensure that the unique heath-
land feel has been kept and 
the integrity of the course not 
compromised.

This has certainly been 
achieved, with a stunning new 
par 3, 13th hole that with new 
tees will measure approximately 
200 yards.

Indigenous heather turf has 
been transplanted from the 
site to achieve heather mounds 
as standalone hazards and on 
bunker banks to give a natural 
feel to the new holes.

Paul’s obvious enthusiasm 
for the game and the course 
can across during the course 
walk and everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the tour.

The golf format for the day was 
Individual Stableford playing for 
the “Don Hunt” trophy.

1st place went to Martin 
Cornish (Launceston) with 30 
points, 2nd went to Gary Tuck-
ett (Wrangaton) with 28 points 
and in 3rd place was Cameron 

McMorrin (East Devon) with 26 
points.

Nearest the pin on the 10th 
went to Gavin Moore (Launces-
ton) and Longest Drive on the 
12th went to Mark Downing 
(Launceston).

Congratulations to all those 
that took part in what were very 
testing conditions.

Prizes for places were spon-
sored and presented by Mick 
Higgins and Jonathan Skelton 
of Sibelco.

Nearest the Pin and Longest 
Drive prizes were sponsored 
and presented by John Palfrey 
of Avoncrop Amenity.

Huge thanks to our sponsors 
for the day and for their contin-
ued support of the Section.

After a wonderful Carvery 
lunch, Paul Newcombe gave 
a short presentation talking 
through his collection of photos 
kept during the redevelopment 
of the course.

This was a great insight into 
how the decisions in terms of 
design and construction were 
made by the club with Paul’s 
influence and guidance.

A huge thank you to Paul, his 
team of greens staff and all the 
staff at East Devon GC for their 
wonderful hospitality through-
out the day.

The Section AGM took place 
after this.

Two changes to the Commit-
tee this year, with Tony Gooch 
(Great Torrington), who is yet to 
be replaced.

The other change within com-
mittee was that Colin Webber 
(Portmore Park) will be taking 
over as Treasurer from Steve 
Harris (Ashbury).

Steve will remain on commit-
tee as a Devon representative.

Major topics raised were 
encouraging members to get 
involved with CPD and training 
opportunities and to commu-
nicate to the Section and the 
Association any training needs 
required.

Also, it was explained to the 
members how some of the funds 
that have been building up in 
the Section had been used to 
help subsidise training oppor-
tunities including travel up to 
Harrogate.

Thank you to all who attended 
the AGM.

Minutes are available from 
the Section Secretary.

Our Christmas meeting this 
year will be staged at Ashbury 
Golf Club on Thursday 13th 
December and will run along the 

same lines as last year.
Details will be sent out nearer 

the time.
George Pitts
Section Secretary
Bigga Devon & Cornwall
07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

south Wales

Good Afternoon all, where 
do I start? The weather! How 
is it possible to have so much 
rainfall in one season and we 
haven’t even entered winter yet! 
It is a frustrating time for all of 
us both trade and for you guys 
out there trying your very best 
to just even get the golf courses 
open never mind trying to get 
perfect shades on fairways and 
greens.

Members turning up with 
their latest power caddies want-
ing to take buggies out if many 
of you have still got hair I’m sure 
your pulling it out.

But however much it gets us 
down just think of the American 
Ryder cup team 10-6 up at 
home going into the singles and 
the Sunday and getting beat 
14.5-13.5 that must surely put 
a smile on our faces!

Our Autumn event has just 
taken place at Clyne Golf Club I 
say taken place well I managed 3 
holes some played 2 holes some 
even 9 but 1 group played all 
18 holes (they must have been 
mad) the rain was relentless just 
10mins after we teed off in all 
fairness to Tony and his team’s 
efforts in placing pins in high 
spots we had no chance of get-
ting around without carrying a 
squeegee with us even then the 
rain was constant for 5 hours.

For me it was a first look out 
onto the course at Clyne and I 
can’t wait to come back and play 
with better weather.

Thank you Tony for all your 
efforts in setting up the course 
and fingers crossed we can all 
come back soon and finish what 
we started.

The results though are as fol-
lows in 3rd place with 29 points 
Harvey Tribe fantastic to see 
Harvey back playing golf with 
us, 2nd place with 34 points 
Andy “I had to finish” Roach and 
in 1st place with 35 points Mark 
“I’m not coming in with a score 

like this” Tucker congratula-
tions all winners.

There has to be two more 
mentions, Emyr Nickels did 
complete the 4 ball but unfor-
tunately did not get in the prizes 
but after 2 years without playing 
due to shoulder injuries a great 
effort, and finally a welcome to 
Alan Hughes from Blackwood 
golf club a new member to 
BIGGA and hope he enjoyed 
the company on the snooker 
table after the golf rather than 
the 15mins on the golf course 
welcome Alan.

Before the golf we held our 
AGM the committee is to stay 
the same with no changes for 
the following season the only 
changes are to be made to the 
golfing calendar.

With pressures of work we feel 
that it is only right that we reduce 
the number of golf tournaments 
to 3 from 4 and move them to 
late October, December and the 
end of February/ early March to 
coincide with the easier cutting 
periods.

We will have matches against 
the South West and North Wales 
during the season but exact 
times and dates to follow.

Also the Rigby Taylor Match-
play event with have a new look, 
it will still be a pairs format but 
will all be played in one day, full 
rules and dates TBC.

I would like to close on a few 
thank yous firstly to Clyne Golf 
Club for being very hospitable 
hosts with a fantastic meal after 
golf.

To Gareth Knight for the 
continued work he has done 
this year from pulling patrons 
together to organising the golf 
matches and our new annual 
dinner and dance, our Patrons of 
the section without the support 
you and effort your companies 
put in we couldn’t run the way 
we do now and last but not least 
you guys the greenkeepers.

Without your time and efforts 
to attend golf and education 
events it wouldn’t be worth 
doing! Thanks everyone.

Many Thanks for reading any 
news or views please contact me 
at any time.

Kind Regards
Peter H
 

section 
Notes

Please email your notes to 

steve.castle 

@bigga.co.uk 

by the 15th 

of the month


