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Around The Green Around The Green
weather? Everyone else does. Ah 
yes, the weather. It’s impossible 
to go a day without something 
on the television or radio refer-
ring to the weather, or rather its 
unpredictability. 

The South East is now 
officially part of the Sahara, 
river levels are at 1976 levels, 
rainfall is at 1921 levels, bore 
hole licences are being revoked, 
whereas the North West is slosh-
ing around in a plentiful supply. 
It’s a shame that fuel prices 
aren’t comparable to the prices 
in those years too! 

We had record temperatures 
in March enabling an earlier 
than usual chance to gain a 
‘man tan’, and just as it was 
turning a nice golden colour 
snow swept southwards from 
Scotland in the first week of 
April! Bonkers.

Whatever the weather throws 
at us I’m sure we’ll find a way 
around it. At the moment the 
freezing North Easterly wind is 
lashing sleet and rain against 
our sheds, time to see the status 
of my kettle finger.    

Greg Skinner
07970 095264  

Midland

I would like to firstly con-
gratulate Mr C.Beet (C.M. at 
Stourbridge G.C.) on passing 
his H.N.C. with “A” grades at 
Elmwood through its distant 
learning opportunity. I myself 
also embarked on such at the 
same college in 1996, the first 
time H.N.C. was made available 
via distance learning. Such was 
of course then via mail and hand 
written. 

Imagine the amount of times a 
spelling error forced re-writing! I 
soon parted with £360(then) for 
a fancy word processor, which 
would now be considered as 
stone-age, but it greatly reduced 
the time spent on errors and 
thus afforded more time to actu-
ally study. I note that Andy Cole 
was featured in last month’s G.I. 
and stated that “Greenkeepers” 
are the best educated within our 
field. 

Andy greatly helped me, and 
Craig, within our proud accom-
plishments of education, at his 
own wish and personal time. My 
thanks Andy. And Craig, once 

again, well done, I know the 
commitment required.

Now then, what have we 
coming up in our events? Noth-
ing less than the great oppor-
tunity of playing the wonderful 
course at “The Chase Golf Club” 
on 23 May. Start time of 12:30. 
Please ring Gary for your late 
entries: 07780 953 764.

Hoping that June brings me 
more news, you know the num-
bers, they are on our excellent 
calendar, which, this month is 
sponsored by our old friends 
T.H.White Grasscare. For your 
Jacobsen/Ransomes machin-
ery please consider them. They 
can be contacted at www.
thwhitegrasscare.co.uk  

Sean McDade.

east of england

Here we are in May already, 
I’m not quite sure where the 
year is going. As I write the 
Masters is in full swing on the 
TV; that green oasis of golf being 
broadcast on HD into everyone’s 
homes just to make life easy for 
us all! But hey, at least with HD 
TV you can now find that one 
blade of grass left out of place! 

We now also have a hosepipe 
ban in place, cue the wettest 
spell of weather this year. Let’s 
see what the summer brings.

Once again it was good to see 
a good turnout from our Sec-
tion members at Harrogate for 
BTME. Our Section Cocktail 
Party for all our Trade sponsors 
once again proved popular, 
despite there not exactly being a 
cocktail in sight. 

Many thanks again to Gary 
Cooper of STG Amenity Sup-
plies for his continued sponsor-
ship of this event and also to all 
our sponsors that support us 
throughout the year. 

A belated congratulations 
from our Section to all at BIGGA 
that helped with the organising 
and running of yet another 
excellent show.

Our Winter Section Seminar 
day this year was held on 
Wednesday 29 February at 
Newark Golf Club.  The day 
was kindly sponsored by TORO 
and thanks go to Nigel Lovatt 
for his continued support. The 
day started with Mark Hunt 
from Headland Amenity talking 

about how climate change will 
influence spring maintenance 
practices and also gave us an 
insight into weather forecasting 
and interpreting weather charts. 

Clive followed him from TORO 
reel maintenance and spoke 
about the importance of regular 
reel maintenance and the ben-
efits it gives to the presentation 
of the golf course. Newark Golf 
Club’s famous Cow Pie did not 
disappoint everyone for lunch.  

This was followed by Les 
Howkins MG, Course Manager 
at The Richmond Golf Club 
talking about his club’s bunker 
renovation project.  

Les told of the numerous pro-
cesses involved in the ambitious 
project to change every bunker 
from the unmanageable poorly 
designed 90s style bunkers they 
had, to return them to the style 
of bunkers that were present 
when the course was first built.  

The amount of work involved 
was immense, however the 
results achieved are stunning.  

The day finished with an out-
door demonstration from Tom 
Shinkins of Blec. He brought 
along their Multi-Vator and their 
Multi-Seeder 2, two excellent 
machines for ground and turf 
renovation. 

The Multi-Seeder was even 
demonstrated in reverse by 
Newark Course Manager 
Graeme Macdonald! Chris 
Sellars also brought along the 
Sweep ’n’ Fill brush, again an 
excellent piece of kit for brush-
ing in topdressing especially.  An 
excellent and informative day 
was had by all, and once again 
thanks to Newark Golf Club and 
all the speakers, demonstrators 
and sponsors for the day.

Our first golf day this year 
is at Cleethorpes Golf Club 
on Thursday 24 May, tee off 
at 1PM. Please contact Bruce 
Hicks if you are able to play. I 
am sure that Rob will have the 
greens lightening fast for us, and 
the Fish & Chips normally goes 
down well after doing battle with 
the wind! 

Think that is all for now. I have 
been told to write more in this 
piece so if anyone has anything 
then let me know, otherwise 
I will have to enlighten you in 
the technical details of my new 
hobby, tropical fish keeping! A 
whole lot more than a bowl of 
water and a few fish!

Steve Beverly, Immingham 
Golf Club.

South east 
Region

Surrey 

Thursday April 5. Will my 
redecorating never end? 

Yesterday the lounge/dining 
room ceiling, 2 coats of the finest 
matt white emulsion and my 
neck is killing me. 

The rear garden has recently 
been turfed just in time for 
the hosepipe ban but it’s the 
first time that my lawn has no  
weeds, moss or buttercups and 
with little rain expected in the 
next few weeks, probably no 
grass.

Epsom GC was the venue for 
our spring meeting and a beau-
tiful, warm and sunny day for 
the Texas scramble. 

The greens were excellent and 
a great credit to Mark Harvey 
and his team. 

My playing partners, Messrs 
Weston and Pennels, studied 
every green, admiring the fine 
grasses and excellent putting 
surfaces, but it was little help to 
us when we had to get that little 
ball in the hole. 

Derek Cunliffe captained the 
winning team, with the Davey 
Bros’ team a close second.  
Nearest the pin was Rob Barrow 
and the longest drive was Kevin 
Boxall.  

There are two daddies of the 
month and congratulations go 
to Aran and Caron Crittenden 
and their first daughter Kacey, 
7lb 8ozs, born on March 28, and 
to Ashley and Nicole Allpress on 
the birth of their second daugh-
ter, Gemma  Rose, 9lb 7ozs, on 
March 16.

Some of you will have received 
an unusual email supposedly 
from me but my computer 
has been hacked by persons 
unknown. 

This has been dealt with and I 
am safe again.  

My apologies if this has 
caused any problems. 

You will all be pleased to read 
that my next visit to the Wight 
Isle is next week so curb your 
anticipation, as my full report 
must wait until next month.

Brian Willmott. 
Brian.willmott@hotmail.

co.uk

essex 

As reported last month in 
this magazine we have lost 
a very dear friend in John 
Farrell (Baileys of Norfolk), 
The Essex Section wishes to 
express its sympathy to the 
family and work colleagues of 
John. He will be sadly missed. 
John lectured at very short 
notice at one of our seminars 
held at Stock Brook a couple 
of years ago, and through 
Baileys of Norfolk supported 
the section as he did others in 
our Region.

Entries for our first Golf Day 
at Ilford Golf Club (11.00am 
start, and dress code is 
smart/casual) Wednesday 16 
May, are now due, if you have 
not already done so. Entry 
forms to: Antony Kirwan at 
Play Golf Colchester, Bakers 
Lane, Colchester, Essex, CO3 
4AU or by email to antz16@
btinternet.com.

If you wish to enter the Team 
Knockout this year, entries 
are FREE. All you have to do 
is get your entry to Antony by 
16 May when the draw will be 
made on the evening at Ilford.

We are again being treated 
to a stroll around West 
Ham’s ground for a game of 
football. The match this year 
is against the Kent Section. 
Venue is again at West Ham 
United’s Upton Park ground 
on Monday 21 May, arrive 
at 1.00pm for a 2.00pm kick 
off. Satellite Navigation: Set 
address and post code to 
Green Street, Upton Park, 
London E13 9AZ. 

Last year we played the 
Sussex Section and what a 
fantastically close game we 
had. It was a great afternoon 
for both players and specta-
tors, thanks to the support of 
sponsor Toro and West Ham.

This year we would like to 
see more of you there to sup-
port the teams, so if you’re 
not playing come along and 
support the boys.

There is news soon to 
come of a trip to have a look 
around the Hurlingham Club 
with Peter Craig. This will 
most probably be mid-year. 
Later we will have a couple 

of one-day seminars with 
Howard Swan. The first will 
be sometime in the autumn. 
If demand is high we will then 
run a second seminar in the 
early part of 2013.

We have three new spon-
sors this year; Toro, Farmura 
and Billericay Farm Services 
joining our section. Along with 
continuing sponsorship from: 
Amenity Technology, Bailey’s 
of Norfolk, Banks Amenity 
Products, Blade Amenity, 
CMW Equipment Limited, 
Collier Turf Care, Ernest Doe 
& Son, Everris, GM Amenity, 
Golf Mats UK, Headland 
Amenity Products, Irrigation 
and Water, Limagrain, Otley 
College, Paynes Turf, Philip 
Liverton, P. Tuckwell Ltd, Pre-
mier Plan, Prime Irrigation, 
RainBird, Rigby Taylor, Sea 
Nymph (Chaingreen Ltd), Tey 
Farm Services, Toro, Writtle 
College.

The Essex Section would 
like to thank all of the above 
for their help with running 
our golf days and the educa-
tion seminars that we run 
for the benefit of the section 
members.

Just a reminder to all those 
members collecting CPD 
credits, you need to have a 
minimum of 10 credits by the 
end of June 2012 to qualify.

If you have anything for 
inclusion in Greenkeeper 
International or on the Sec-
tions Website www.essex-
bigga.co.uk please contact 
me on 07764-862.337 or at 
essexbigga@talktalk.net

Arnold Phipps-Jones

Kent 

There’s a couple of events 
to tell you about this month. 
Firstly the South East Region’s 
Annual event at Walton Heath 
superbly organised, as ever, 
by Clive Osgood.

A glorious course beauti-
fully presented in the early 
spring by Alan Strachan 
and his crew awaited over 
a hundred of the Region’s 
finest greenkeeping talents. 
The work Walton Heath has 
undertaken to dramatically 
regenerate the heather is 
nothing short of incredible. 

And, despite my own personal 
best efforts to thin it out, will 
be a lasting legacy to the club 
and its exceptional manage-
ment of today’s course and 
completely restoring its his-
torical values.

It was great to see very 
many old friends on the day 
and enjoy their company well 
into the evening. Well done 
to my playing partners, Neil 
Peachey, Roy Spong and ‘The 
Colonel’ for such an enjoyable 
game and also to Gareth Rob-
erts on winning the Ray Day 
Memorial Trophy. Notable 
victories from our Section 
on the day were from Darren 
Child who shot 39 points to 
win the 0-9 handicap category 
and to Kev Morris who picked 
ticket number 328 to win 
the raffle. A worthy mention 
for the comedian too. I was 
laughing all week.

Our Kent Section has just 
played our first event of the 
year at one of the best courses 
in our region, North Foreland 
Golf Club. Unfortunately, I 
had to sit out my first event for 
seven years so the following 
report was prepared for me by 
Kev Morris:

North Foreland Golf Club, 
what can you say?  A credit to 
everyone involved, from Tony 
Adams, the General Manager, 
Dan McGrath, the wonderful 
Course Manager, all the dedi-
cated Greenstaff to hunger 
busting catering staff.

With the sun beating down 
on the assembled field, with 
Vic Maynard, of Ernest Doe, 
and his trusty “beverage 
wagon” on hand to quench 
even the fiercest thirst, the 
day began.  

The Course was presented 
in pristine condition and 
was appreciated by all.  The 
greens were great, tricky to 
read, but putted perfectly, 
unfortunately I didn’t!  

The weather remained glo-
rious all afternoon and was 
even being enjoyed by the 2 
wheeled dog! 

The days’ triumphant 
winner, on count back, was 
the emigrating, well Cornwall 
bound, Steve Gunner with 
36pts, who pipped Fore-
lands own Daz Burton, with 
Melvyn Tassell in 3rd place 
with a very creditable 35pts.  
Longest Drive went to Wayne 
Syres and nearest the pin to 
Russ Bain. 

We would like to extend a 

Name: Seb 
Cavilla
 
Age: 27
 
Club: The 
Manor 
House Golf 
Club, Castle 
Combe
 
Nickname: 
Sebby!
 
How long have you been 
greenkeeping?
Five years, plus a previous two 
as a groundsman
 
What attracted you to the 
career? 
The attention to detail 
required on the course
 
If you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what would you be? 
Probably a chef!
 
What task do you most 
enjoy and why?
Double cutting fairways - it 
has one of the biggest visual 
impacts on the course, and 
done well, looks fantastic.
 
What task do you least enjoy 
and why?
Pressure washing! 
Spent nearly a month doing 
the golf club and hotel patios 
over the winter
 
What one thing, other than 
a payrise, would improve a 
greenkeeper’s lot?
More respect and recognition 
from golfers for the job we do
 
Hobbies?
Trips to Anfield, and cooking
 
Favourite band?
Anything from Radiohead to 
Braintax
 
Football team? 
LIVERPOOL!
 
Claim to fame?
I have a football signed by Pele

Assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...




