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COURSE FEatURE

Water restrictions
Jim Croxton introduces a series of articles on the recent drought...

Water, H2O, wasser, agua, 
l’eau, call it what you will it 
has been the main topic of 
conversation for greenkeepers 
for the last few weeks and 
months. 

We either have too much of it 
dropping from the skies – some of 
the rainfall statistics for the West of 
Scotland amongst other areas are 
eye watering (excuse the pun) – or 
far too little, resulting in Temporary 
Use Bans/Hosepipe Bans and 
potentially Drought Orders. 

Meanwhile, courses are closed 
due to flooding, but we’re assured 

that even if it rains all summer, and 
let’s hope it doesn’t, that won’t be 
enough to make up for two very dry 
winters.

As ever, BIGGA members will 
adapt to the varying challenges and 
continue to strive to produce the 
best course conditions possible.  
Many have already taken steps to 
harvest, store or abstract water, 
reduce usage and recycle, but there 
are still golf clubs out there that face 
the possibility of a long-term ban on 
irrigation.

Water shortages are clearly a 
serious issue and it ill behoves the 

golf industry to try and claim that 
it’s need is more important than 
many other deserving areas. But, 
it is clear that if irrigation is banned 
then those clubs affected will almost 
certainly suffer significantly as a 
result, and jobs are very much at 
stake, not just those of greenkeep-
ers but across the golf employment 
sector and beyond.

Later in these pages we feature 
some examples of good practice and 
forward thinking that have taken 
place but the problem is one that 
the golf industry needs to address 
in a united way.

“Courses are closed due to flooding, 
but we’re assured that even if it rains 
all summer, and let’s hope it doesn’t, 
that won’t be enough to make up for 
two very dry winters”
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not” then things become diffi cult. 

I think it’s a very grey area at the 

moment.”
As the exemption is only up to 

June, the course manager was 

thinking about how to water their 

greens after this time.

“At the moment we’ve started to 

collect rainfall, but I would require 

a minimum of 20 cubic metres per 

day through the hot weather just 

to keep the greens alive. After that 

they would deteriorate and prob-

ably quite rapidly,” they continued.

Alan Pierce MG, Course Man-

ager at Ham Manor GC, in West 

Sussex, is in Southern Water’s 

region. Alan has an abstraction 

license from the Environment 

Agency for 1.6 million gallons per 

year, for what they determine as 

the growing season from April until 

September. 
The license applies to the Black 

Ditch which runs all the way 

through Sussex to the River Arun 

and then out to sea. This ditch runs 

through the course and is water 

table controlled, so is always at the 

water table level. As this is Alan’s 

only source of water, he is com-

pletely at the mercy of nature when 

it comes to watering his course. 

it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.
Justification of Water Use - It 

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

·Irrigation System Audit - the 

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

·Reductions made to Current 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

·Agronomic Advice - Specialist 

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.
England Golf working with the 

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

etc, will continue to represent golf 

and support our affi liate clubs in 

securing access to the ever more 

valuable resource...WATER.

DROUGHT FEATURE

The water restrictions 

imposed throughout much of 

the south of England in April 

have caused much confusion 

amongst greenkeepers in the 

affected areas.
Whilst water shortages were not 

unexpected, some of the sudden 

and varying messages from water 

companies were. The news that 

some golf courses are now cat-

egorised as ‘gardens’ and subject to 

the same restrictions was a prime 

example.
This article hopes to highlight 

the varying experiences of course 

managers in dealing with increas-

ingly adverse weather conditions 

as well as muddy regulations from 

authorities.
Ian Streeter, Course Manager 

at West Sussex Golf Club, has a 

limited amount of water in a bore-

hole. He said readings taken from 

this borehole indicated the aquifer 

that they pump from was at the 

same level as last year and therefore 

had not recharged through winter. 

Ian then is in the position of having 

water available, but how much he 

does not know. 

He said: “We are limited to 2.5 

million gallons, so we can’t use any 

more than that from the borehole. 

I’ve spoken to the Environment 

Agency and at the moment they’re 

quite happy for us to pump from 

that well.”
Ian had spoken to his water 

company, Southern Water, about 

using mains water if the borehole 

dried up and continued: “Appar-

ently if I need to use mains water, 

they’re quite happy for me to do so 

on greens only and that is only to 

maintain them, to keep the grass 

alive. So that is their take: greens 

only to keep them alive.”

Some golf clubs that draw all of 

their water from the mains have 

fallen into the unenviable position 

of being unable to use their irriga-

tion systems.

In the past weeks, though, a 

number have already successfully 

lobbied their water authorities into 

granting them an exemption from 

the ban. One example was a club 

that did not want to be named, in 

the Thames Water region, and was 

given an exemption up until June.

The course manager from this 

club said: “My problem is, is that 

the exemption we’ve got currently is 

right and in place, but if they sud-

denly come to us and say “no it’s 

Water pressure
How do BIGGA members cope with the mounting pressure 

from Water Authorities to limit irrigation on the course? 

Jim Cook interviews four Course Managers from areas 

affected by the recent hosepipe ban

Temporary Bans are not a 

new thing. Back in 2006 (the 

last time bans and drought 

orders were in affect) England 

Golf ran water management 

workshops in the Midlands 

and South, at which experts 

such as Dr Jerry Knox from 

Cranfi eld University and 

the Environment Agency, 

all presented historical 

data that this has happened 

every fi ve or six years, even 

before global warming was 

considered. At the workshops, 

advice on measures clubs 

should implement to protect 

themselves for the future were 

disseminated. 

But here we are in 2012, so 

what are England Golf doing?

In anticipation of temporary bans, 

England Golf has made representa-

tion to the seven water companies 

with bans in place, advising of the 

damage the restrictions will have to 

golf club BUSINESSES, highlight-

ing that an inability to maintain the 

biggest business asset (the greens) 

to a usable standard could result 

in repair and replacement costs of 

tens of thousands of pounds along-

side a signifi cant loss of income for 

clubs. This will naturally have a 

knock on effect to secondary spend 

within clubhouses and profes-

sional’s shops, ancillary supplier 

businesses could also be severely 

affected and employment will be 

jeopardised.
At the date of writing this article 

only one water company, Veolia, 

has provided a response.

What does England Golf 

suggest?  

We would encourage each 

club affected by the ban to make 

individual representation to their 

water company, and to back up our 

representation.

I would congratulate Patrick 

Dawson, General Manager at 

Burnham Beeches Golf Club, who 

has also asked the question of the 

Thames Water Public Consultation 

Department and received the fol-

lowing reply; an irrigation system is 

not classed as a hosepipe. 

Plus collate supporting informa-

tion to strengthen your case;

Visitor Income - calculate the 

income to the Club and the impact 

BIGGA along with the Golf Club Managers Association is supporting 

England Golf in its strong attempts to put forward a coherent case for 

golf clubs to be considered for exemptions. Paul Keeling, England Golf 

Club Services Manager, explains their position...
it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

If your facility is 
affected by the 
Temporary Use Bans 

and you have either 

received an exemption 

or have had no joy so 

far please email us at 

info@bigga.co.uk with 

your details and the 

potential impact on 
your course to enable 

us to build a clearer 
picture of the overall 

effect on the golf 
industry.

We 
Need 
You!

Woburn GC, showing the effects 

of a drought ridden fairway. 

Courtesy of Alan C Birch

IMAGES show the drought 

of 2006, in that year’s 
Open at Royal Liverpool. 
Courtesy of Alan C.Birch
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Contact Details

Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

Elaine Jones
elaine@bigga.co.uk

Tel: 01347 833800 
(option 1 for Membership)

OTHER 
USEFUL 
NUMBERS 
(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline  

02075 603013  
Greenkeepers Legal 
Assistance  
0800 177 7891   
Greenkeepers Support 
Services  
0800 174 319
Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

Tracey Maddison, Head of Membership, 

provides a departmental update

Membership

We are pleased to be able 

to repeat the tastecard 

offer exclusively for BIGGA 

Members (time limited) 

BIGGA has once again negotiated 

an exclusive deal with tastecard, 

the nation’s largest dining club, to 

give BIGGA members an exclusive 

discount on annual membership, 

helping save a fortune when dining 

out!  
A tastecard membership card 

gives you access to the most 

incredible deals at over 6,000 

dining establishments nationwide. 

Restaurants range from La Tasca, 

Pizza Express, Cafe Rouge and 

GBK to Malmaison and everything 

in between!  Each restaurant fea-

tured offers 50% off the total food 

bill or 2-4-1 across all courses (even 

for groups of more than two diners 

in most cases). 

BIGGA Members can join for a 

full year membership at an exclu-

sive BIGGA rate of £29.95 (RRP 

£79.95). Be quick, as this offer is 

only available from May 9th until 

May 23rd 2012.

There are no catches; it is just a 

great deal, and an opportunity for 

all ‘foodies’ to save a small fortune 

on eating out over the next 12 

months.
For more information on the 

tastecard visit 

www.tastecard.co.uk

How to purchase your tastecard 

From May 9th BIGGA Members 

will be able to purchase a tastecard 

via the Members Area of the BIGGA 

Website by paying online or by 

telephone by contacting BIGGA HQ 

directly. This exclusive deal is not 

available directly from the tastecard 

website.

Turfgrass Info. File (TGIF)

Last month I told you about the 

agreement BIGGA have secured 

with the Michigan State University 

Libraries, whereby *BIGGA Mem-

bers, through the Members area of 

the website, now have access to a 

vast collection of turfgrass educa-

tional material. 

We have already had some great 

feedback, this is a fantastic resource 

available to all Full Members and 

Student Members of BIGGA who 

are studying at any level. To access 

the TGIF log in to the members 

area of the BIGGA website, select 

‘Member Resources’ from the 

options on the left hand side, scroll 

down to ‘Turfgrass Information File 

(TGIF)’ and download the Getting 

Started Guide or just click on the 

link which will give you access to 

the fi le directly.

*Access available to BIGGA Full 

Members and BIGGA Student 

Members

BIGGA/GCMA Safety 

Management System

Just to remind you about the 

‘new’ updated and more simplifi ed 

Safety Management System (SMS) 

sponsored by Ransomes Jacobsen, 

which is accessible through the 

members area of BIGGA’s website 

or the library area of the GCMA’s 

website.
A new area has been added for 

Fire Safety. It is a legal requirement 

in the UK for employers to provide 

a safe and healthy working envi-

ronment and BIGGA/GCMA have 

provided the tools required to help 

golf clubs establish their own Safety 

Management System, another 

great benefi t of being a member of 

BIGGA.

Member Support Telephone 

Lines

Many of life’s demands can 

cause stress, especially work, 

relationships and money problems, 

when you feel stressed it can affect 

everything you do, how you behave, 

how you think even how your body 

works.
Help is at hand; a confi dential 

telephone helpline (your details will 

never be passed on to any third par-

ties) is available to all Full Members 

of the Association.

For 24/7 advice ring a freephone 

line for Greenkeepers Support 

Services or advice on Finance Dif-

fi culties – Tel: 0800 174 319.

A personal thank you…

Peter Larter, BIGGA’s Northern 

and Midland Regional Administra-

tor is retiring on 31 May. 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Peter from the 

membership department, all HQ 

staff and myself for being a valu-

able member of the BIGGA Team, 

we will all miss him immensely. I 

would like to wish him and his wife 

Jan my very best wishes.

Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
BIGGA House
Tel: 01347 833800
info@btinternet.com

Northern & Midland
Peter Larter
Tel: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

South East
Clive Osgood
Tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones
Tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
jane@bigga.co.uk

Clive Osgood

Peter Larter

Jane Jones

Regional Offi ces
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  Are you a
Photographer?
BIGGA’s Golf Photographic Competition is back for 2012, so if you’re a member with an eye for a shot, read on... 

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

The winner will receive a full course 
profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 
12 best pictures will be selected for the 
2012 BIGGA Calendar.

Digital pictures need to be high reso-
lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

Please label your entries with captions 
- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

Please try to avoid reducing the fi le 
size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

If the fi le size is too large to send, we 
recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

www.mailbigfi le.com. 
Please note, cropping may occur if 

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

Anyone wishing to enter should email 
them to: tom@bigga.co.uk, entering 
‘BIGGA PHOTO COMP 2012’ as the 
email subject header. 

All entries need to be received by July 
31, 2012, and only BIGGA members are 
eligible to enter.

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 

2012 BIGGA Calendar.

lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

2nd
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By Adam Grieve. Early morning strimming creates mist in the sunlight, to beautiful effect, on the 3rd green bank (Devonshire Course) at The Royal Eastbourne GCCALENDAR_12.indd   6

21/11/2011   14:37 high). 

- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

high). 

By Gareth Anwell. Spectacular cloud formations compliment the surface shadows and bunker layout on the 15th at Son Gual Golf SL, Palacio Palma de Mallorca
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Water restrictions
Jim Croxton introduces a series of articles on the recent drought...

Water, H2O, wasser, agua, 
l’eau, call it what you will it 
has been the main topic of 
conversation for greenkeepers 
for the last few weeks and 
months. 

We either have too much of it 
dropping from the skies – some of 
the rainfall statistics for the West of 
Scotland amongst other areas are 
eye watering (excuse the pun) – or 
far too little, resulting in Temporary 
Use Bans/Hosepipe Bans and 
potentially Drought Orders. 

Meanwhile, courses are closed 
due to flooding, but we’re assured 

that even if it rains all summer, and 
let’s hope it doesn’t, that won’t be 
enough to make up for two very dry 
winters.

As ever, BIGGA members will 
adapt to the varying challenges and 
continue to strive to produce the 
best course conditions possible.  
Many have already taken steps to 
harvest, store or abstract water, 
reduce usage and recycle, but there 
are still golf clubs out there that face 
the possibility of a long-term ban on 
irrigation.

Water shortages are clearly a 
serious issue and it ill behoves the 

golf industry to try and claim that 
it’s need is more important than 
many other deserving areas. But, 
it is clear that if irrigation is banned 
then those clubs affected will almost 
certainly suffer significantly as a 
result, and jobs are very much at 
stake, not just those of greenkeep-
ers but across the golf employment 
sector and beyond.

Later in these pages we feature 
some examples of good practice and 
forward thinking that have taken 
place but the problem is one that 
the golf industry needs to address 
in a united way.

“Courses are closed due to flooding, 
but we’re assured that even if it rains 
all summer, and let’s hope it doesn’t, 
that won’t be enough to make up for 
two very dry winters”
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not” then things become diffi cult. 

I think it’s a very grey area at the 

moment.”
As the exemption is only up to 

June, the course manager was 

thinking about how to water their 

greens after this time.

“At the moment we’ve started to 

collect rainfall, but I would require 

a minimum of 20 cubic metres per 

day through the hot weather just 

to keep the greens alive. After that 

they would deteriorate and prob-

ably quite rapidly,” they continued.

Alan Pierce MG, Course Man-

ager at Ham Manor GC, in West 

Sussex, is in Southern Water’s 

region. Alan has an abstraction 

license from the Environment 

Agency for 1.6 million gallons per 

year, for what they determine as 

the growing season from April until 

September. 
The license applies to the Black 

Ditch which runs all the way 

through Sussex to the River Arun 

and then out to sea. This ditch runs 

through the course and is water 

table controlled, so is always at the 

water table level. As this is Alan’s 

only source of water, he is com-

pletely at the mercy of nature when 

it comes to watering his course. 

it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.
Justification of Water Use - It 

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

·Irrigation System Audit - the 

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

·Reductions made to Current 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

·Agronomic Advice - Specialist 

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.
England Golf working with the 

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

etc, will continue to represent golf 

and support our affi liate clubs in 

securing access to the ever more 

valuable resource...WATER.

DROUGHT FEATURE

The water restrictions 

imposed throughout much of 

the south of England in April 

have caused much confusion 

amongst greenkeepers in the 

affected areas.
Whilst water shortages were not 

unexpected, some of the sudden 

and varying messages from water 

companies were. The news that 

some golf courses are now cat-

egorised as ‘gardens’ and subject to 

the same restrictions was a prime 

example.
This article hopes to highlight 

the varying experiences of course 

managers in dealing with increas-

ingly adverse weather conditions 

as well as muddy regulations from 

authorities.
Ian Streeter, Course Manager 

at West Sussex Golf Club, has a 

limited amount of water in a bore-

hole. He said readings taken from 

this borehole indicated the aquifer 

that they pump from was at the 

same level as last year and therefore 

had not recharged through winter. 

Ian then is in the position of having 

water available, but how much he 

does not know. 

He said: “We are limited to 2.5 

million gallons, so we can’t use any 

more than that from the borehole. 

I’ve spoken to the Environment 

Agency and at the moment they’re 

quite happy for us to pump from 

that well.”
Ian had spoken to his water 

company, Southern Water, about 

using mains water if the borehole 

dried up and continued: “Appar-

ently if I need to use mains water, 

they’re quite happy for me to do so 

on greens only and that is only to 

maintain them, to keep the grass 

alive. So that is their take: greens 

only to keep them alive.”

Some golf clubs that draw all of 

their water from the mains have 

fallen into the unenviable position 

of being unable to use their irriga-

tion systems.

In the past weeks, though, a 

number have already successfully 

lobbied their water authorities into 

granting them an exemption from 

the ban. One example was a club 

that did not want to be named, in 

the Thames Water region, and was 

given an exemption up until June.

The course manager from this 

club said: “My problem is, is that 

the exemption we’ve got currently is 

right and in place, but if they sud-

denly come to us and say “no it’s 

Water pressure
How do BIGGA members cope with the mounting pressure 

from Water Authorities to limit irrigation on the course? 

Jim Cook interviews four Course Managers from areas 

affected by the recent hosepipe ban

Temporary Bans are not a 

new thing. Back in 2006 (the 

last time bans and drought 

orders were in affect) England 

Golf ran water management 

workshops in the Midlands 

and South, at which experts 

such as Dr Jerry Knox from 

Cranfi eld University and 

the Environment Agency, 

all presented historical 

data that this has happened 

every fi ve or six years, even 

before global warming was 

considered. At the workshops, 

advice on measures clubs 

should implement to protect 

themselves for the future were 

disseminated. 

But here we are in 2012, so 

what are England Golf doing?

In anticipation of temporary bans, 

England Golf has made representa-

tion to the seven water companies 

with bans in place, advising of the 

damage the restrictions will have to 

golf club BUSINESSES, highlight-

ing that an inability to maintain the 

biggest business asset (the greens) 

to a usable standard could result 

in repair and replacement costs of 

tens of thousands of pounds along-

side a signifi cant loss of income for 

clubs. This will naturally have a 

knock on effect to secondary spend 

within clubhouses and profes-

sional’s shops, ancillary supplier 

businesses could also be severely 

affected and employment will be 

jeopardised.
At the date of writing this article 

only one water company, Veolia, 

has provided a response.

What does England Golf 

suggest?  

We would encourage each 

club affected by the ban to make 

individual representation to their 

water company, and to back up our 

representation.

I would congratulate Patrick 

Dawson, General Manager at 

Burnham Beeches Golf Club, who 

has also asked the question of the 

Thames Water Public Consultation 

Department and received the fol-

lowing reply; an irrigation system is 

not classed as a hosepipe. 

Plus collate supporting informa-

tion to strengthen your case;

Visitor Income - calculate the 

income to the Club and the impact 

BIGGA along with the Golf Club Managers Association is supporting 

England Golf in its strong attempts to put forward a coherent case for 

golf clubs to be considered for exemptions. Paul Keeling, England Golf 

Club Services Manager, explains their position...
it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

If your facility is 
affected by the 
Temporary Use Bans 

and you have either 

received an exemption 

or have had no joy so 

far please email us at 

info@bigga.co.uk with 

your details and the 

potential impact on 
your course to enable 

us to build a clearer 
picture of the overall 

effect on the golf 
industry.

We 
Need 
You!

Woburn GC, showing the effects 

of a drought ridden fairway. 

Courtesy of Alan C Birch

IMAGES show the drought 

of 2006, in that year’s 
Open at Royal Liverpool. 
Courtesy of Alan C.Birch
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Contact Details

Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

Elaine Jones
elaine@bigga.co.uk

Tel: 01347 833800 
(option 1 for Membership)

OTHER 
USEFUL 
NUMBERS 
(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline  

02075 603013  
Greenkeepers Legal 
Assistance  
0800 177 7891   
Greenkeepers Support 
Services  
0800 174 319
Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

Tracey Maddison, Head of Membership, 

provides a departmental update

Membership

We are pleased to be able 

to repeat the tastecard 

offer exclusively for BIGGA 

Members (time limited) 

BIGGA has once again negotiated 

an exclusive deal with tastecard, 

the nation’s largest dining club, to 

give BIGGA members an exclusive 

discount on annual membership, 

helping save a fortune when dining 

out!  
A tastecard membership card 

gives you access to the most 

incredible deals at over 6,000 

dining establishments nationwide. 

Restaurants range from La Tasca, 

Pizza Express, Cafe Rouge and 

GBK to Malmaison and everything 

in between!  Each restaurant fea-

tured offers 50% off the total food 

bill or 2-4-1 across all courses (even 

for groups of more than two diners 

in most cases). 

BIGGA Members can join for a 

full year membership at an exclu-

sive BIGGA rate of £29.95 (RRP 

£79.95). Be quick, as this offer is 

only available from May 9th until 

May 23rd 2012.

There are no catches; it is just a 

great deal, and an opportunity for 

all ‘foodies’ to save a small fortune 

on eating out over the next 12 

months.
For more information on the 

tastecard visit 

www.tastecard.co.uk

How to purchase your tastecard 

From May 9th BIGGA Members 

will be able to purchase a tastecard 

via the Members Area of the BIGGA 

Website by paying online or by 

telephone by contacting BIGGA HQ 

directly. This exclusive deal is not 

available directly from the tastecard 

website.

Turfgrass Info. File (TGIF)

Last month I told you about the 

agreement BIGGA have secured 

with the Michigan State University 

Libraries, whereby *BIGGA Mem-

bers, through the Members area of 

the website, now have access to a 

vast collection of turfgrass educa-

tional material. 

We have already had some great 

feedback, this is a fantastic resource 

available to all Full Members and 

Student Members of BIGGA who 

are studying at any level. To access 

the TGIF log in to the members 

area of the BIGGA website, select 

‘Member Resources’ from the 

options on the left hand side, scroll 

down to ‘Turfgrass Information File 

(TGIF)’ and download the Getting 

Started Guide or just click on the 

link which will give you access to 

the fi le directly.

*Access available to BIGGA Full 

Members and BIGGA Student 

Members

BIGGA/GCMA Safety 

Management System

Just to remind you about the 

‘new’ updated and more simplifi ed 

Safety Management System (SMS) 

sponsored by Ransomes Jacobsen, 

which is accessible through the 

members area of BIGGA’s website 

or the library area of the GCMA’s 

website.
A new area has been added for 

Fire Safety. It is a legal requirement 

in the UK for employers to provide 

a safe and healthy working envi-

ronment and BIGGA/GCMA have 

provided the tools required to help 

golf clubs establish their own Safety 

Management System, another 

great benefi t of being a member of 

BIGGA.

Member Support Telephone 

Lines

Many of life’s demands can 

cause stress, especially work, 

relationships and money problems, 

when you feel stressed it can affect 

everything you do, how you behave, 

how you think even how your body 

works.
Help is at hand; a confi dential 

telephone helpline (your details will 

never be passed on to any third par-

ties) is available to all Full Members 

of the Association.

For 24/7 advice ring a freephone 

line for Greenkeepers Support 

Services or advice on Finance Dif-

fi culties – Tel: 0800 174 319.

A personal thank you…

Peter Larter, BIGGA’s Northern 

and Midland Regional Administra-

tor is retiring on 31 May. 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Peter from the 

membership department, all HQ 

staff and myself for being a valu-

able member of the BIGGA Team, 

we will all miss him immensely. I 

would like to wish him and his wife 

Jan my very best wishes.

Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
BIGGA House
Tel: 01347 833800
info@btinternet.com

Northern & Midland
Peter Larter
Tel: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

South East
Clive Osgood
Tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones
Tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
jane@bigga.co.uk

Clive Osgood

Peter Larter

Jane Jones

Regional Offi ces
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By Paul Hope. “I was out taking photos of the sunrise one morning when this young stag just wandered right into the shot,” at High Post Golf ClubCALENDAR_12.indd   4

21/11/2011   14:34

  Are you a
Photographer?
BIGGA’s Golf Photographic Competition is back for 2012, so if you’re a member with an eye for a shot, read on... 

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

The winner will receive a full course 
profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 
12 best pictures will be selected for the 
2012 BIGGA Calendar.

Digital pictures need to be high reso-
lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

Please label your entries with captions 
- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

Please try to avoid reducing the fi le 
size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

If the fi le size is too large to send, we 
recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

www.mailbigfi le.com. 
Please note, cropping may occur if 

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

Anyone wishing to enter should email 
them to: tom@bigga.co.uk, entering 
‘BIGGA PHOTO COMP 2012’ as the 
email subject header. 

All entries need to be received by July 
31, 2012, and only BIGGA members are 
eligible to enter.

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 

2012 BIGGA Calendar.

lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

2nd
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Comp

By Adam Grieve. Early morning strimming creates mist in the sunlight, to beautiful effect, on the 3rd green bank (Devonshire Course) at The Royal Eastbourne GCCALENDAR_12.indd   6

21/11/2011   14:37 high). 

- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

high). 

By Gareth Anwell. Spectacular cloud formations compliment the surface shadows and bunker layout on the 15th at Son Gual Golf SL, Palacio Palma de Mallorca
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22  Preparing Slaley 
Hall

Jim Cook kicks off a series 
of articles offering an insight 
in to the preparations for the 
ISPS Handa PGA Seniors 
Championship at Slaley Hall

25  The revolving door 
on turf pesticide 

products
Dr Terry Mabbett 
continues his series 
of articles aimed at a 
varying readership. 
This month for 

Course Managers and Head 
Greenkeepers

30  Keeping heather 
on course

For West Hill Course Manager, 
Ben Edwards, heather 
regeneration is a passion and 
golf greenkeeping a way of life, as 
Mike Beardall reports

34-47 Water 
restrictions
A series of articles looking at the 
recent drought and hosepipe 
ban, plus a look at washdown 
solutions (pages 42-47)

48  Utility and 
dedicated sprayers 
to suit budgets and 
demands

If you are looking to buy a 
sprayer, your initial choices 
may seem somewhat daunting. 
For most, however, a few key 
decisions can pretty much 
determine the main types of 
sprayer to consider, writes 
James de Havilland
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