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Contact Details
Sami Collins
Head of L&D 
sami@bigga.co.uk

Rachael Duffy
L&D Administrator
rachael@bigga.co.uk

01347 833800 (option 3)
www.bigga.org.uk

Gold Key Individual Members: 
Steven Tierney MG, Chris Lomas 
MG, Andrew Campbell MG CGCS
Ian MacMillan MG, Ian Morrison
Andrew Turnbull, W J Rogers
Frank Newberry, Sam Langrick
Antony Calvert, Espen Bergmann
Silver Key Individual Members: 
Steve Dixon, Richard McGlynn
Douglas Duguid, Ade Archer
Jaey Goodchild, Graham Wiley
Michael Beaton, Paul Jenkins

the funding provided 
by Gold and Silver Key 
Sponsors is used to 
produce training and career 
aids, DVDs, CD Roms, 
field guides and provide 
refunds for training fees and 
subsidised learning and  
development courses. the 
funding also helps support 
seminars, workshops, 
courses, the lending library, 
careers advice, posters and 
manuals.

Sami Collins, Head of Learning & Development,  
   with an update on education issues

Learning & Development

Gold Key 
Sponsors

Silver Key 
Sponsors

When looking for inspiration 
for my May column I decided 
to Google ‘May’. I now know, 
and so do you, that May is 
when the eurovision Song 
Contest takes place, it’s Skin 
Cancer Awareness Month* 
(suntan lotion at the ready 
please), May’s birthstone 
is emerald and most 
importantly, it’s a great month 
for Bank Holidays!

Continuing Professional 
Development

Are you signed up to the Con-
tinuing Professional Development 
(CPD) scheme? 

CPD is a process that is used 
to maintain and enhance compe-
tence and professionalism and is 
achieved by accumulating credits 
for undertaking education and 
training that is relevant to your role 
as a greenkeeper.

The CPD Scheme is free of charge 
to all Full and Associate Members 
and offers benefits to the individual 
and employers alike:

Benefits for the Individual
•  Opportunities for career 
advancement 

• Personal development 
• Proficiency 
• Confidence 
•  Engagement with the wider 
industry 

• Networking 
• Recognition 
• Quality standard 
• Adapt outdated skills 
•  In touch with changes in 
legislation

Benefits for the Employer:
• Professional staff
• Proficiency
• Efficiency
• Confidence in staff ability
• Updated and informed staff 
• Motivated team
• Valued team

What activities are CPD credits 
awarded for?

• Continue to Learn at BTME

• Regional Conferences 
• Section Seminars 
• Health and Safety training 
• Achieving certificates of com-

petence (e.g. Pesticide Application, 
Chainsaw, First Aid) 

• Work related certificates (e.g. 
tractor driving, manual handling, 
fire safety) 

• Formal qualifications (e.g. 
SVQ/Diploma in Greenkeeping 
Units, Foundation Degree mod-
ules) 

• Master Greenkeeper Golf 
Course Inspection assessor 

• Presenting a seminar or work-
shop at a section, region, national 
or international event 

• Education offered by allied 
associations 

• Courses, seminars, workshops 
and training days presented by 
companies and approved by 
BIGGA  

How do I add credits to my 
CPD record? 

• Sign a register of attendance at 
the event 

• Complete a CPD credit claim 
form and provide evidence of atten-
dance 

• Email evidence of attendance 
or copies of certificates 

A BIGGA Certificate of Continu-
ing Professional Development will 
be awarded to those BIGGA green-

keeper members who accumulate 
10 CPD Credits annually from 1 
July to 30 June.

Members who have been 
awarded five successive Cer-
tificates of Continuing Professional 
Development will receive a Diploma 
of Continuing Professional Devel-
opment.

For further information and to 
download a registration form, or a 
credit claim form, visit www.bigga.
org.uk/education/qualifications/
continuing-professional-develop-
ment alternatively contact Rachael 
Duffy, Learning and Development 
Administrator on 01347 833800 or 
rachael@bigga.co.uk.

Student 
of the Year 

The closing date for Toro 
Student Greenkeeper of the Year 
applications is 11 May.

BIGGA Higher education 
Scholarships 

Funds are still available for 
members who wish to undertake a 
higher education course. 

* For info. on Skin Cancer visit 
the Cancer Research UK dedicated 
page: www.sunsmart.org.uk.

1st
Photo
Comp

By Paul Hope. “I was out taking photos of the sunrise one morning when this young stag just wandered right into the shot,” at High Post Golf Club
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  Are you a
Photographer?
BIGGA’s Golf Photographic Competition is back for 2012, 
so if you’re a member with an eye for a shot, read on... 

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
flair, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

The winner will receive a full course 
profile in GI and a special prize, while the 
12 best pictures will be selected for the 
2012 BIGGA Calendar.

Digital pictures need to be high reso-
lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

Please label your entries with captions 
- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

Please try to avoid reducing the file 
size to fit on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

If the file size is too large to send, we 
recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

www.mailbigfile.com. 
Please note, cropping may occur if 

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

Anyone wishing to enter should email 
them to: tom@bigga.co.uk, entering 
‘BIGGA PHOTO COMP 2012’ as the 
email subject header. 

All entries need to be received by July 
31, 2012, and only BIGGA members are 
eligible to enter.

2nd
Photo
Comp

By Adam Grieve. Early morning strimming creates mist in the sunlight, to beautiful effect, on the 3rd green bank (Devonshire Course) at The Royal Eastbourne GC
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By Gareth Anwell. Spectacular cloud formations compliment the surface shadows and bunker layout on the 15th at Son Gual Golf SL, Palacio Palma de Mallorca

3rd
Photo
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Calendar 2012

Featuring the Top 12 Entries from the BIGGA Photographic Competition

Celebrating 25 years of BIGGA
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