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around The green around The green
Worzel with the new life down 
south. With any luck his able 
deputy Damian will get the pro-
motion he deserves, but hey we 
are in the golf industry.

Matt Shimwell is leaving Hop-
wood GC to work under deputy 
manager, Gwynn Davies, at The 
Mere GC, so good luck Matt.

Mere GC has had a busy 
month they also held a GTC 
H&S day, which was very well 
attended.

The next golf event will be 
played in June at Lymm GC 
for its North West v North Wales 
Team match. By this time you 
will all have your fixture lists as 
they have been sent out, but if 
anybody would like more infor-
mation please contact Chris 
Sheehan.

On a lighter note, I had a chat 
with Paul Smith, Course Man-
ager at Royal Lytham, this week 
and me, being on a Parkland, 
bemoaning the constant rain we 
seem to be getting in the North 
West, well Paul being on a links 
thinks it great apart from the 
fact that the ROUGH is getting 
a little thick and very penal, 
something for the pro’s to think 
about as the Open Champion-
ship closes in.  

Spencer Lloyd-Pye
spencer@lloyd-pye.freeserve.

co.uk

North Wales

Let’s all hope that, now mid-
summer is here, we can finally 
have some summer, because 
April and the beginning of 
May were hardly anything to 
get excited about. The spring 
tournament at Llangollen was 
a complete washout; thank-
fully everyone took the day and 
disappointment in their stride 
and stayed for a drink and meal 
in the clubhouse. Although no 
meaningful golf was played on 
the day, I know we all enjoyed the 
meal, had a good chin-wag and 
a laugh. The golf has been rear-
ranged to the 19 June. Anyone 
who paid to be on the original 
day will play free of charge, on 
a play only basis, food will not 
be included on the day. Anyone 
who would like to fill spots left 
vacant by replay drop outs will 
only have to pay towards the 
prize fund and ball sweep and 

organise your own refreshment 
options with the catering staff. 

A big thank you goes to Phil, 
Gaynor and the rest of the hos-
pitality staff for their hard work 
and patience in feeding us all at 
once with some rather excellent 
food when they where organised 
on a completely different format.

Thank you also to Bob Hardy 
who came up with alternate 
dates as soon as we had to 
cancel.  

In other news we welcome 
Jason Moody back from the 
dark side to greenkeeping as 
he has taken a position at The 
Plassey Leisure Park, welcome 
back Jason!

I think that’s about it for now, 
but I would like to hear from you 
all, please feel free to text, call or 
e-mail your news. All the best 
until next month,

Pete Maybury, e-mail, 
petemayb66@aol.com  Mobile 
07756001187  Facebook group 
North Wales B.I.G.G.A

Midland region

East Midlands

As the hose pipe ban got into 
full swing and the rivers and 
reservoirs started rapidly filling 
up following the coldest, wettest 
April for over twenty years the 
East Midlands Section played 
our Spring Tournament at 
Scraptoft Golf Club on Thursday 
26 April. Many courses around 
the area had been closed due to 
the extreme weather conditions 
but Nigel White and his team, 
through lots of hard work, pro-
duced an excellent golf course 
for the day. A well supported 
day, although there is always 
room for more people, saw Rus-
sell Allen claim the Category 1 
prize with Rob ‘local knowledge’ 
Duval and Adi Porter finishing 
second and third respectfully. 
In Category 2 Andy Marsh took 
first place, with Adrian Hen-
shaw and James McShane also 
in the prizes. An East Midlands 
golf competition wouldn’t be 
complete without Garry Thur-
man picking up a prize in the 
Trade/Associates category. 
Garry has continued to support 
this section for many years and 
his consistency is beginning to 

gain legendary status, especially 
in the raffle!

Tacit sponsored the Nearest 
the Pin and Longest Drives for 
which the section is extremely 
grateful and was won by Russell 
Allen (again!)(NTP) and Adrian 
Henshaw (LD) for the green-
keepers and Mick Marvel won 
Longest Drive for the Trade/
Associates. Unfortunately no 
one from Trade/Associates 
managed to hit the green on 
their respective Nearest the Pin 
hole. The committee are also 
extremely grateful to the spon-
sors of the day for their generos-
ity, Sherriff Amenity, Campey, 
Platts Harris and Henton & 
Chattell and also to Scraptoft 
Golf Club who produced a first 
class meal and were also excel-
lent hosts. It was noted that the 
menu didn’t include brussel 
sprouts this year... you know 
who you are!

So the Jubilee Bank Holiday 
has past us by now, all the 
bunting and ill fitting Union 
Jack hats are packed away, 
until Prince Harry gets spliced at 
least, and we can hopefully look 
forward to a good summer with 
happy golfers on our courses. 
The April wet weather, although 
inconvenient, was very wel-
come, and with temperatures 
slowly starting to rise there is 
definitely the prospect of the 
country experiencing proper 
seasonal weather for the first 
time in many years.

On a final note invites to Nail-
cote Hall for our Rigby Taylor 
sponsored Par 3 Competition 
will be out in the not too distant 
future, we are trying more and 
more to email invites because 
of the cost of postage so please 
make sure that we have your 
correct email address on file. 
You can easily update us by 
emailing your details to big-
gaeastmid@gmail.com and 
we can keep you informed of 
events/matters within your 
section. That’s about it for now, 
the next issue will be my last... 
before the Olympics!

Thank you for calling,   
Greg Skinner
07970 095264

Midland

Well after the unseasonably 
dry and hot March/April, the old 
prophecy of “it won’t know when 
to stop raining when it comes” 
has finely come true. There is 
nothing quite as rewarding as 
raking sodden wet sand day 
after day, I don’t think! Such 
wet weather reminds me of an 
old boy from Harborne, George 
Noyce/Formby son. When sent 
out to mow banking’s etc. on 
his Tri-king in the rain, under 
great sufferance and complaint 
I might add, he would take an 
umbrella with him. Who did he 
think he was, Mary Poppins? It 
was so funny though. 

I hope that by the time our 
summer event is here on 11 July 
at Oxley Park G.C. that we have 
had some sunshine to warm 
our backs. I should be able to 
report the spring results in next 
month’s notes.

This month’s calendar 
sponsor is ALS. They offer a 
multitude of services including 
Course Equipment, Contract 
Works, Turf Care Products 
and Machinery Servicing etc. 
For their full range please visit: 
www.amenity.co.uk or Tel: 
01952 641 949. 

Sean McDade.

BB&o

As summer approaches and 
the golfing season kicks into 
full swing hopefully many of 
you will have managed to get 
your courses in to shape and 
completed all renovation/main-
tenance work in what must be 
the wettest start to any drought 
on record! That said those of you 
impacted by the hosepipe ban 
will be enjoying the respite and 
are no doubt breathing a sigh of 
relief. As ever we have little con-
trol over the biggest influencing 
factor – the weather! We wait to 
see what summer brings.

Kirtlington GC played host to 
this year’s BB&O Section Spring 
Cup. The day was well supported 

with yet another fantastic turn-
out. A special mention must go 
to Brett Moggridge and his team 
at Kirtlington who produced 
superb playing surfaces and 
a cracking course, which pre-
sented a great test and golfing 
challenge. After some strong 
scoring throughout the field 
and despite recent shoulder 
surgery, Adam King was 
crowned the winner (on count 
back) with 36 points, second 
was Dan Lightfoot, and third 
place going to Phil Beeny. The 
nearest the pin on the 4th went 
to Graham Gardener, nearest 
the pin on the 16th went to Paul 
Young and the longest drive on 
the 18th went to Phil Beeny. A 
big thank you must go to the 
John Deere dealerships of God-
freys Golf and Turf and Farel’s 
who jointly sponsored the entire 
day. Their support is greatly 
appreciated and without them 
the golf days could not happen. 
Full results can be viewed on 
the section website: www.bbo-
greenkeepers.co.uk  In other 
news from around the section, 
Peter Larter is retiring at the end 
of the month and so steps down 
from his post as Northern and 
Midland Regional Officer. 

We would like to wish him 
well and thank him for all his 
work and effort over the years 
supporting BIGGA and in 
particular the BB&O Section. 
The BIGGA Midland Regional 
Educational Conference had to 
be postponed, however it is to 
be rearranged for a date later in 
the year. The Buckinghamshire 
Golf Club is hosting The Ladies 
British Masters 15-18 August 
and is looking for volunteers 
to help with the support team. 
Anyone who is interested please 
contact the Course Manager: 
andy.ewence@buckingham-
shiregc.co.uk 

The next Section golf day is 
to be held at Temple Golf Club. 
Dates, entry forms, including 
the Rigby Taylor pairs knock-
out competition, jobs and 
information can be found at 
the BB&O website.

If anyone has any news, 
views or ideas for the BB&O 
section then please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch: bbo-
scribe@gmail.com or contact 
the committee/Matt Nutter: 
bbosecretray@gmail.com

Or keep up to date with the 
BB&O section by following us 
on Twitter, Facebook and the 
website: www.bbogreenkeep-
ers.co.uk

South East region

East anglia

Here we go again then.  Our 
rather small, but perfectly 
formed band braved the wind 
and the rain and all had a 
very good day at Waldring-
field.  My personal memories 
of Waldringfield were three 
portacabins and a course in its 
infancy.  An absolutely terrific 
clubhouse has replaced the 
portacabins and the course 
has developed into a good test 
of golf, which is maturing nicely 
– (just like me some say, others 
tell the truth!)  Thanks in no 
small part to Keith Tishall and 
his crew.

Some managed to stay out 
of the gorse, unlike me who 
is still pulling thorns from by 
backside.  They are as follows:

0 – 9 Handicap: 1st Jonathan 
Smart, 36 Points, 2nd Nick 
Brewster, 35 Points.    10 – 18 
Handicap: 1st Chris Davies, 
37 Points, 2nd Toni Thacker, 
33 Points. 19 – 28 Handicap – 
Real Golfers: 1st Andy Baker, 
40 Points, 2nd Keith Titshall, 
37 Points. Trade & Guests: 
1st Trevor Hurn, 40 Points, 
2nd, Steve Creasey, 39 Points. 
Nearest Pin: Nick Brewster. 
Longest Drive: Chris Davies. 
Loo Seat – Mike Virley:  While 
practising thinned one and 
nearly destroyed the Pro shop.  
Nice one!

The main sponsors of the day 
were Bartram and Ransomes 
Jacobson and the  prizes were 
presented by Nigel Church.

Other sponsors were Ait-
kens, Tacit, Toro, Collier Turf 
Care, Brian Lindores and 
Headland.

Thanks again Waldringfield 
for a lovely, if a little damp day, 
Steve Creasey for his welcom-
ing speech and the catering 
staff for the welcoming meal.

Pause for thought: I recently 
heard of a professional taking 
over the running of a course.  
The person telling me said: 
“Well he is a professional and 
he should know how to make 
good greens”!  My reply was 
“Bobby Charlton was a great 
footballer, but I bet he couldn’t 
mark the pitch out”.

Mick Lathrope

Surrey

Monday May 7.  Where has 
this month gone too?  It seems 
only yesterday that I wrote 
last month’s report.  So, to 
stop me saying the same thing 
next month, I ought to write 
July’s tomorrow!  If that hasn’t 
confused you, it has me.  They 
say that no news is good news, 
but when one has to keep avid 
readers happy every month it 
isn’t, so come on all of you lot 
out there give me news, news!

Anthony Freeman has been 
appointed course manager at 
Merrist Wood GC and I am sure 
that he will make it a success-
ful move.  Best wishes from all 
members of Surrey section.

Chelsea beat Liverpool in the 
cup final; you have only your-
selves to blame when I have to 
resort to football results. Tony 
Bremer has only just recovered 
from deep depression after 
watching the game whilse Ian 
Sellers is still buying everyone 
drinks.

My new home in Dorking 
is improving daily and since 
no longer driving around the 
South East of England every 
day I have lost over a stone in 
weight. Is it a new diet? No it’s 
since semi retirement I can’t 
afford a decent meal!

My old 5th form class had a 
re-union after leaving school 50 
years ago.  Unlike me my class 
mates all looked so ancient as 
did our school. The building 
has the same floors, doors 
and central heating system as 
when we left it in 1962.  The 
school is now all girls and 
several of us were interviewed 
by the pupils about life when 
we were inmates and how the 
capital punishment, cane, 
slipper and blackboard rubber 
were the daily norm and as our 
teachers said, would benefit 
us for future life. We even had 
a visit from our old history 
master, Brian Bunker; you can 
probably guess his nickname.

That’s it until Blackmore 
GC for the next golf day and 
the result of which will occupy 
space in July’s jottings.

Brian Willmott 
Brian.willmott @hotmail.

co.uk

Name: James  
Bledge
age: 32
Club: gWest
Position:  
Senior  
Greenkeeper
Nickname: 
Bledger

1. How long have you been 
greenkeeping? 15 years

2. What was it about the career 
that attracted you? Being 
involved in golf, working out 
doors and working with tractors!

3. If you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be? I’d 
probably be a farmer, although 
I’d love to have been a golf course 
photographer or a musician!
 
4. Which task do you most 
enjoy doing and why? Using 
excavators during   course 
construction, I get a great deal 
of satisfaction and sense of 
achievement from seeing the 
finished article. 

5. Which task do you least 
enjoy doing and why? Picking 
stones, gWest is a new build and 
even though we have 97% grass 
cover they just keep coming to 
the surface! I have never seen 
so many stones! If I never see 
another stone again it will be too 
soon!

6. What one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve the 
greenkeepers’ lot? In our region 
(Perthshire, Scotland) a little bit 
of decent weather wouldn’t go 
amiss! 

7. Hobbies? Golf, playing guitar 
and writing/recording music

8. Favourite Band? Oceansize

9. Which team do you 
support? Queen Of The South!

10. What is your claim to 
fame? My band opened the Main 
Stage at the Wickerman Festival, 
playing with the Buzzcocks and 
Spiritualized.

assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...




