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because it’s bent and fescue on the 
fairways it goes brown and then a 
bit of rain and it’s back to life again. 
It does cause me to worry because 
green, stripy fairways are ideal, but 
regular communication with mem-
bers helps to explain the issue.”

There are 600 members at High 
Post Golf Club.

The club’s greens have an organic 
content of around 6% and are 
mostly fescue, with some Highland 
bent and a little of the inevitable 
meadow grass. 

Lachlan spoke about the sun 
being a cultural method of ridding 
greens of meadow grass, though 
warned: “Since fescue is more 
drought resistant, two months into 
the summer most of the meadow 
grass is gone. We’ve got to be careful 
though and get the balance right, 
because we could end up with 
patchy areas on the greens if the 
meadow grass is completely killed 
off.”  

A number of projects, large and 
small, have been undertaken over 
the past few years. 

In 2008, the facilities for the 
greenkeepers were improved 
immensely. Where there used to 
be a single room, there is now a 
self-contained building with drying 
and washing facilities, a canteen 
and office.

Other recent projects have 
been the building of two aggregate 
bays, one for sand and one for top-
dressing, completed by a contractor 
last winter and also the building of 
sleeper-lined paths on parts of the 
course which was done in-house.  

At 6,305 yards High Post Golf 
Club’s course is not the longest, but 
challenging it certainly is. 

Tournaments including the 
McGregor Cup, the Carris Trophy, 
South West Amateur and English 
Boys Open have been played here 
and the weekend after my visit two 
tournaments including the Wilt-
shire County Championships were 
due to be hosted by the club. 

Peter Alliss, who once held the 
course record, has rated High 
Post’s 9th hole in his choice of the 
best 18 holes in Great Britain. This 
deceptively tricky hole dog-legs 
to the right and unless a drive is 
placed to the left of the fairway, a 
hazardous blind approach awaits.

Just before I left the club, 
Lachlan and I stood by the 18th 
green watching a variety of military 
aircraft buzzing about the nearby 
MoD Boscombe Down aircraft 
testing base. Planes often pass 
low and directly over the 3rd green 
and a few years ago a Harrier even 
crashed near the course after the 
pilot ejected. 

Our attention was soon turned 
to a bird hovering in thermals 
above the course; a kestrel preying 
for food. Then another at a higher 
altitude, which appeared to be a 
buzzard and then darting swallows 
that make the same journey from 
Africa every spring. 

This swarm of activity brought it 
home how vibrant a place High Post 
Golf Club is. 

2022 will be the club’s centenary 
year and in preparation they were 
looking at bringing in architects to 
assess what improvements could 
potentially be made out on the 
course. Clearly the future holds a 
lot in store for this busy and unique 
golf club.

HPGC Equipment Inventory
2 Toro 3250 greens mowers
John Deere 2500 greens mower
2 Toro 3100-D sidewinders
Toro 5510 fairway mower
John Deere 3245C rough 
mower
Hardy tractor
2 John Deere Pro Gators 

4 John Deere 220A hand 
mowers
John Deere 4610
John Deere 1070 with front 
loader
John Deere 166 lawn mower
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By Paul Hope. “I was out taking photos of the sunrise one morning when this young stag just wandered right into the shot,” at High Post Golf Club
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  Are you a
Photographer?
BIGGA’s Golf Photographic Competition is back for 2012, 
so if you’re a member with an eye for a shot, read on... 

The BIgga golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
flair, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

The winner will receive a full course 
profile in GI and a special prize, while the 
12 best pictures will be selected for the 
2012 BIGGA Calendar.

Digital pictures need to be high resolu-
tion, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

Please label your entries with captions 
- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

Please try to avoid reducing the file 
size to fit on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

If the file size is too large to send, we 
recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

www.mailbigfile.com. 
Please note, cropping may occur if 

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

Anyone wishing to enter should email 
them to: tom@bigga.co.uk, entering 
‘BIGGA PHOTO COMP 2012’ as the 
email subject header. 

All entries need to be received by July 
31, 2012, and only BIGGA members are 
eligible to enter.

2nd
Photo
Comp

By Adam Grieve. Early morning strimming creates mist in the sunlight, to beautiful effect, on the 3rd green bank (Devonshire Course) at The Royal Eastbourne GC
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By Gareth Anwell. Spectacular cloud formations compliment the surface shadows and bunker layout on the 15th at Son Gual Golf SL, Palacio Palma de Mallorca
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Calendar 2012

Featuring the Top 12 Entries from the BIGGA Photographic Competition

Celebrating 25 years of BIGGA
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