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Around the green
thanks for Burnham & Berrow 
GC and special thanks to Rich-
ard and his team. The results of 
the day were – 3. Ollie Bruce 29 
pts; 2. Chris Butcher 30 pts; 1. 
Chris Trott 35 pts. 

Eco-sol, very kindly presented 
two prizes to the South West, 
Remedy Oak was successful 
first time round winning a free 
drill & fill operation to one of 
their greens. Chipping Sodbury 
had the joy of the second prize 
winning a free sand banding 
to one of their greens. I’m sure 
you’ll all agree when I say two 
fantastic prizes! Further to that, 
as a Section we also raised £430 
on our famous raffle, this money 
is to be split between two chari-
ties, Dorothy House Charity and 
Burnham & Berrow Captain’s 
Charity. 

Very shortly, the 2012 fixtures 
will be with you, looking back on 
last year, each event had such 
a great turn out, please do your 
very best to support at least one 
Section event during 2012, your 
support is the driving factor 
behind the whole section.  

We also have a facebook page 
for the South West Section, one 
that will make it much more 
convenient for you all to use, you 
don’t have to do anything, just 
enjoy this amazing feature you 
have at your finger tips. 

See you all very soon,
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk
07732503855

devon and Cornwall 

Hello all and Happy New Year!
Our Christmas meeting this 

year was held at Ashbury Golf 
Club, near Okehampton, Devon. 
A total of 70 attendees enjoyed 
either golf or a course walk. The 
golf was a Greensomes format 
playing for the “Ransomes 
Jacobsen Cup” and the “Irritect 
Winter Challenge Cup”. In what 
were very testing conditions, 1st 
place went to Andrew Prouse 
and David Daw from Porthpean. 
It was testament to Steve Harris 
and the greenkeeping team that 
the golf was played at all, after 
heavy rainfall.

The Course Walk was led by 
Steve Harris, Course Manager; 
Pete Gross, Deputy Course 
Manager, and Stewart Partridge, 

Head Greenkeeper, Kigbeare 
Course. Steve started the walk 
with a tour of the facilities includ-
ing all the various departments 
he is in charge of. Ashbury have 
400 Electric Golf Buggies with a 
two storey indoor parking and 
charging facility. 90 of these are 
now fitted with full winter cabs 
to accommodate year round golf. 
These cabs have been designed 
and built in-house and they plan 
to convert another 60. These 
buggies are required to facilitate 
the volume of golf experienced at 
Ashbury, which can be close to 
1000 potential golfers per day. 
Ashbury boasts 148 holes in 
total, including 3 x full 18 hole, 1 
x 27 hole (these holes are rotated 
to provide 3 different 18 hole lay-
outs) and there is a 18 hole par 3 
course too. Steve is in charge of 
29 staff including five full-time 
mechanics. 

Thanks to our sponsors for 
the day MST and Irritect Ltd. 
A special thanks to MST for 
providing a halfway house to be 
enjoyed by the golfers and the 
course walkers. Refreshments 
including Pasties, coffee or 
something stronger if required.

After the golf and course walk, 
a 3 course Christmas lunch 
was served followed by our 
annual Christmas raffle and 
the presentation of the prizes. 
Congratulations to Mike Ellis 
from Lakeview GC for winning 
a trip to Harrogate with travel 
and accommodation met by the 
Section. On this note, congratu-
lations to Paul Gerdes, Staddon 
Heights, and Neil Ivamy, Trev-
ose, for securing their places to 
Harrogate nominated through 
Duchy College and funded by 
the College and the Section. Also, 
congratulations to Greg O’Reilly, 
St Mellion, for being selected by 
the Section for a place to Har-
rogate with the cost met by the 
Regional Board. It is great that 
these four members can attend 
Harrogate and I hope that they 
have enjoyed their experience.

After the presentations, the 
members made use of the many 
other facilities and activities 
available, including Ten-pin 
bowling, Indoor bowls and 
Snooker. There was “friendly” 
competition between the Devon 
and Cornwall members playing 
for a Cup kindly donated by Ash-
bury GC. A huge thanks to Steve 
and Pete for organising the day 
including the activities, it was a 
fantastic day enjoyed by all the 
members.

Our next Meeting is at Bigbury 

GC, on Wednesday, February 
8. The day will be the normal 
format of either golf or a course 
walk followed by lunch and an 
Educational presentation. The 
day will be sponsored by Mason-
Kings and Reel Grinding SW. The 
Presentation will be delivered by 
Sibelco. Please contact me asap 
to secure a place.

Congratulations to Mark 
Tucker who has secured his first 
role as Course Manager at Neath 
GC, in Wales, moving from Saun-
ton GC. Mark has always been a 
very strong supporter of BIGGA 
and the Section wishes Mark 
every success in his new role. 
Also the Section welcomes Jona-
than Wood as the new Course 
Manager at Trevose G&CC. Jon 
has previously worked as First 
Assistant Greenkeeper at Port-
marnock Links Golf Club before 
spending the past five years as 
Deputy Course Manager at The 
Old Course, St.Andrew’s – where 
he was also involved in the 
course preparation for The Open 
Championship in 2010. Again, 
the Section wishes Jon every 
success in his new role.

George Pitts, Section Secre-
tary, Bigga Devon & Cornwall

07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com
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intheshed
Our monthly puzzle page to keep you 
entertained when you’re forced indoors..

MonStER 
SUdoKU
Fill in the grid so 
that every row, every 
column and every 
4x4 box contains the 
numbers 0 to 9 and 
the letters A to E.

ACRoSS
1 Supporting politically 
conservative principles (5-4)
6 Water discharge from 
eyes or nose (5)
9 Unit of weight used to 
measure gems or, especially, 
gold (5)
10 Be more than (9)
11 The X Factor runner up 
in 2009 and co-presenter, 
from 2011, of The Xtra 
Factor (4,4)
12 British drama series 
starring Sean Bean in the 
title role (6)
14 Pleased (4)
15 Children’s TV show 
which launched the careers 
of Ant & Dec (5,5)
17 In advance (10)
19 US sitcom in which 
Danny DeVito played Louis 
De Palma (4)
22 In a different country (6)
23 Familiarise (8)
25 Korean form of martial 
art (3,4,2)
26 Official language of 
Finland, also the name of 
the country itself (5)
27 Showily opulent (5)
28 Scots’ term, usually 

derogatory, for an English 
person (9)

doWn
1 Racehorse whose owner-
ship was the basis of dispute 
between Sir Alex Ferguson 
and Susan Magnier (4,2,9)
2 The largest of the 
anthropoids (7)
3 Japanese domestic floor 
covering (6)
4 Gershwin song from the 
musical Girl Crazy (1,3,6)
5 Through which air 
passengers embark or 
disembark (4)
6 Coarse plant food low in 
nutrients (8)
7 Trade stoppage (7)
8 US actress born Maria 
Magdalene von Losch (7,8)
13 Malevolently destructive 
(10)
16 Manhattan street famed 
for its theatres (8)
18 That which is sur-
rendered as a penalty (7)
20 US state which contains 
the Grand Canyon (7)
21 Go after (6)
24 Burden, responsibility (4)

CRoSSWoRd

SUdoKU
Fill in the grid so 
that every row, every 
column and every 9 
box shape contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

to commemorate BiggA’s 
25th Birthday the theme for 
this month’s Quiz is 25.

1. Which Yorkshire football team 
won the 1925 FA Cup?

2. Which Russian tennis player will 
be 25 later this year?

3. Who has currently spent 25 
years as manager of the same 
English Premiership side?

4. Which England striker scored 
more than 25 league goals in four 
consecutive season from 1993-94?

5. Dunblane’s favourite son was 
born in 1987. Can you name him?

6. The 25 yard line in Rugby Union 
changed with the advent of the 
metre. What is it now called?

7. Who won the Open Champion-
ship 25 years ago?

8. Which legendary Liverpool 
midfielder of the 70s and 80s 
finished with 25 caps and three 
goals?

9. Where were the 25th Summer 
Olympics held?

QUiCK ‘ninE hoLE’ QUiZ

Scotland 
George Morrison, Student, West Section
Alistair Morrison, Student, West Section
Sam Allan, Greenkeeper, Central Section
Gerard nicoletti, Student, West Section
Jamie king, Student, Central Section

Midland Region 
Joe Frigot, Greenkeeper, Mid Anglia 
Section
Aaron Saunders, Greenkeeper, Midland 
Section
Chris newman, Greenkeeper, Midland 
Section
Jack Foulds, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Midland Section

South East Region
Robert Brewer, Affiliate Member, Surrey 
Section
Darren Mintern, Mechanic, Surrey Section
Darren Cuddihy, Greenkeeper, kent 
Section
kevin Woolgar, Greenkeeper, Sussex 
Section

South West/South Wales 
Region 
richard Morris, Greenkeeper, South West 
Section

overseas 
Michael turner, USA 
nick Launer, Australia
Sean Duffy, USA 

For more information on 
new members log in to 
the Members’ Area of the 
BiggA Website.

BiggA welcomes the 
following new members
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Recruitment

HC
Henton & Chattell
& ACCOUNT MANAGER 

COMPETITIVE SALARY + BENEFITS

Contact Peter Chaloner in the strictest confidence, with your CV and covering letter  
including details of your current salary to:  Henton and Chattell Ltd, London Road,  

Nottingham NG2 3HW or email: pjc@hentonandchattell.co.uk  
 
 

Henton and Chattell, the UK’s leading garden and professional machinery  
distributor based in Nottingham are recruiting for an additional Account Manager 

to join our turf sales team. 
 

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record in ground care machinery sales.  
A good technical knowledge and experience demonstrating turf machinery would be 

a distinct advantage.  First and foremost you must be self motivated, able to organise 
yourself in an efficient, professional manner and communicate appropriately at all levels 

of the business. Computer skills, a clean driving licence and a helpful  
professional approach are essential. 

 
For the suitable candidate we offer: - An established sales area - Competitive salary 

- Pension contribution - Private medical insurance - Company vehicle

THE SHIRE  
LONDON

Greenkeepers x 2
The Shire, London is the only course in the UK designed by Seve Ballesteros, situated on the 

A1081 2minutes from Junc 23 M25  South Mimms.

We are looking to add 2 qualified green keepers to our existing team

The candidates should be qualified to a minimum of NVQ level 2 .Either

Mechanical Skills,PA1,PA2 and PA6 Spraying Certificate or Modern Irrigation

experience would be an advantage

Salary is dependent upon qualifications and experience

Please send your CV and Covering Letter by email to

anne@theshirelondon.com

DUBAI opportunity for 
TORO machinery trained 
Superintendent  
The TORO Machinery Distributor in Dubai 
requires a Superintendent to assist with sales of 
machinery.  

So an opportunity for a TORO technically 
knowledgeable person with a desire to move 
over to sales. 

TAX FREE PACKAGE 

Expat status with usual benefits incl. tax free 
income, accommodation allowance, company 
vehicle, return air tickets.

Please send your CV and covering letter to:  
office@hydroturfinternational.com 

Greenkeepers x 2 
The Centurion Club is situated in Hertfordshire, set to open in 2013. 

We are looking to add two qualified green keepers to our existing team. 
 

The successful candidates will be highly motivated with very high standards of work, an 
eye for detail and passionate about their chosen career. They will also be flexible and able 

to work on their own or as part of a young enthusiastic team. 
 

 The candidates should be qualified to a minimum NVQ level 2, and also hold PA1, PA2 
and PA6 spraying certificates. General knowledge of modern irrigation systems, machin-

ery competence and experience of creeping bent greens would be an advantage. 
 

Salary is dependant on qualifications and experience. 
 

To apply send your CV, with covering letter via email to agarland@centurionclub.co.uk 
Or by post to: Course Manager, The Centurion club Hemel Hempstead Road 

 Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP3 8LA

Head Greenkeeper
Llanishen Golf Club, Heol Hir, Cardiff CF14 9UD

Llanishen is a traditional private members’ Golf Club founded in 1905. The Club 
is an 18 hole parkland course set in 75 acres, with wonderful views over the Bristol 
Channel, and has undergone extensive irrigation and drainage works from 2006 to 
2009, with bent and fescue now a dominant grass sward on most golf greens. For 
further information please see website: www.llanishengolfclub.com

Applications are invited from an experienced and motivated Greenkeeper with the 
following skills, knowledge and attributes:

• A positive and can do attitude, where customer focus drives thinking and 
improvement.

• This is a ‘hands-on’ position but the successful applicant shall also demonstrate 
proven leadership, man-management and communication skills with the ability to 
motivate a team of 4 experienced full-time greenstaff.

• Recognised industry qualifications, knowledge of modern machinery and main-
tenance, relevant spraying experience: PA1, PA2 and PA6 certification preferred.

• Capability of producing and controlling an annual greens budget.

• Experience in the construction of tees, greens and bunkers.

• Enthusiasm to become part of the planning process and then to oversee renova-
tion programmes.

• Computer literate with the ability to provide written reports to the Club Com-
mittee.

• The successful applicant would be joining a golf club committed to excellence. 
A competitive remuneration package is available to the successful applicant, 
although no accommodation is provided.

Applications are by Curriculum Vitae with a covering letter, 
which should include salary and benefits expectation, ideally by 
email to: manager@llanishengolfclub.com or by post to;

Mr Colin Duffield, Secretary/Manager, Llanishen Golf Club

Heol Hir, Cardiff, CF14 9UD

Applications close on Wednesday 29th February, 2012

Llanishen Golf Club

GOLF COURSE MANAGER
Package on application

Harleyford is a prestigious 18 hole, private members’ Golf Course set in 
the beautiful countryside of Buckinghamshire.

Applicants must have the ability to demonstrate a passion for Golf 
Course Management alongside meticulous attention to detail and excel-

lent communication skills.
A proven track record of high standard course presentation – day to 

day running of a course and effective staff management are all essential 
attributes of the successful applicant.

Application is by Curriculum Vitae and covering letter to Gary Deben-
ham, Group Golf Course Manager via gary@pentlandgolf.co.uk

For further details, please visit   www.harleyfordgolf.co.uk
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Recruitment

FOREST OF GALTRES GOLF CLUB
Moorlands Road, Skelton 

We require an ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER who is enthusiastic, 
reliable, hardworking and able to use 
their own initiative to join our team.
 
The applicant must be qualified to NVQ 
Level 2 . Spraying Certificates PA1/ 6 an 
advantage but not essential.

Applications in writing to:
Forest of Galtres Golf Club, Skelton 

Lane, Wigginton, York, YO32 2RF
Apply in writing or e-mail  

secretary@forestofgaltres.co.uk  
enclosing your full c.v

South End Farm, Long Reach, Ockham, Surrey, GU23 6PFOr post to:

Jason Scott – jason@listerwilder.co.uk

SALES OPPORTUNITY WITH ONE OF THE SOUTH’S LEADING DEALERSHIPS

This sales role isn’t about having the gift of the gab, it’s about having a great working knowledge of machines, the ability to listen and advise 
customers during site visits, conduct successful demonstrations, and most importantly, to back up anything you promise with actions.

Training is provided but you must already be highly motivated, a good organiser, practical and bright.  
If you wish to apply for this exciting sales position then please email your CV to:

For over 60 years, we have been supplying and supporting sales of very high quality 
Groundcare machinery to schools, councils, contractors, golf courses and private estates, and 

we are now looking for a new Area Sales Manager to work from our Surrey branch.

Sales with Service

www.listerwilder.co.uk
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QUiCK ‘ninE hoLE’ 
QUiZ AnSWERS:
1. Sheffield United
2. Maria Sharapova
3. Sir Alex Ferguson
4. Alan Shearer
5. Andy Murray
6. the 22
7. Nick Faldo, at Muirfield
8. terry McDermott
9. Barcelona

CRoSSWoRd MonStER SUdoKo SQUiggLY SUdoKo




