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Around the green Around the green
on show and lunch provided 
please contact Nigel Tyler on 
07989 548058 to reserve your 
place or for further information. 

Yet again our committee has 
produced a great calendar for 
2012, and our thanks must 
go to our many sponsors. This 
month’s page is sponsored by 
Farol Ltd. Please consider them 
regarding your John Deere 
needs, and indeed many other 
machinery requirements. Please 
contact either Kevin Pugh: 
07943 192498 pughkevin@
farol.co.uk, or Russ Tomlinson 
07943 192588 tomlinsonruss@
farol.co.uk .

My thanks to our Chair, Ed, 
for the above,

Sean McDade

East of England

Happy New Year to all.
By the time you read this 

maybe we will have actually 
experienced some winter 
weather! At the time of writing 
I can count the number of frosty 
mornings we have had on one 
hand. Couple that with mild 
temperatures and well below 
average rainfall and once again 
we have another upside down 
season of British weather. Quite 
when we are going to get all the 
indoor and off course jobs done I 
do not know.

As I write this before, and you 
read it after, BTME has been 
I am sure the entire event will 
have passed off as the success it 
usually is.

Our Christmas golf event this 
year was held at Belton Park Golf 
Club, in Grantham, on Thurs-
day, December 8. This year saw 
a change to the format with a 
Team Texas Scramble, made up 
of members and invited golf club 
officials.  

The golf course was presented 
in fantastic condition as always 
by Gary Poole and his team, 
although we all could have done 
without the gale force winds 
that accompanied the day. An 
excellent meal was also provided 
by the clubhouse staff who all 
made us feel welcome through-
out the day. Many thanks also 
go to the sponsors of the day, 
Rigby Taylor and Mansfield 
Sands, for providing an excellent 
prize table and their continued 

sponsorship of the Section.
The results of the day were as 

follows: Nearest the Pin. Bruce 
Hicks; Longest Walk. G. Poole, 
N. Smith, L. Carratt, L. Smith; 
3. A. Kitchenson, R. Moody, A. 
Hill, D. Grundy; 2. P. Wilkinson, 
I. Mawer, R.Mawer, O. Gurney; 
1. R. Welford, A. Cox, M. Suther-
land, N. Fox.

Once again many thanks to 
all concerned for an excellent 
day.

The Midland Region, Inter-
Section Championship was 
held in October at The Belfry. 
For the third year in a row the 
East of England Section team of 
Rob Welford, Ash Cox and Rob 
Bemment were victorious.

Unfortunately this “Dream 
Team” will not be able to defend 
their title in 2012 as Ash Cox 
has now left the industry. We 
wish him all the best in his new 
career.

Belated congratulations also 
go to Brian Robinson (spelt it 
right this time, Mrs Robinson!) 
for his exploits at the 2011 
National Championship win-
ning the BIGGA Challenge Plate 
for best Stableford score on Day 
2.

Finally congratulations go to 
Gary, from Burghley Park, and 
his wife on the birth of their son, 
Edward.

Many thanks.
Steve Beverly, Immingham 

Golf Club.

South East 
Region

East Anglia 

Lovely day at Thorpeness 
(bit breezy!) Course, as usual, 
in excellent condition thanks to 
Ian and his men. The bunkers 
look fantastic.

A total of 128 Players took 
part in the annual ‘Turkey Trot’ 
sponsored ably by CMW as ever.

After the bacon rolls and the 
launching of the Aldeburgh 
Lifeboat, battle commenced. 
The battle was against the wind, 
frostbite and trying to swing a 
club in a space suit!

However, some of us (the few) 
managed to score some points, 
they are as follows:

1. Titchells Terrors, 56.7 pts
2. The Fielders, 57.6 pts

3. The Usual Suspects, 58 pts
4. The Lemmons, sorry Lem-

mons Lads, 58.1 pts
Nearest the Pin 2nd: Spon-

sored by Aitkens – Nick Ashman
Nearest the Pin 7th: Spon-

sored by Symbio – Steve Crabb
Nearest the Pin 10th: Spon-

sored by Bartram Mowers – 
Andy Curson: Nearest the Pin 
16th, Sponsored by Tomlinson 
Groundcare – Tom Melvin

Nearest the Pin in two on the 
6th, Sponsored by Baileys of 
Norfolk – Trevor Hurn

Nearest the Pin in two on the 
11th, Ray Foreman

Nearest the white line 5th 
Sponsored by Ransome Jacob-
sen Ltd – Alan Sharp

Longest drive 1st 14-28 
Handicap, Sponsored by Ernest 
Doe & Son – Gavin Rayford

Longest drive 18th 0-13 
Handicap, Sponsored by Lely 
UK – Nick Staff

Longest drive 8th Trade & 
Guest, Sponsored by Prime 
Irrigation – Eddie Jack

Longest Drive 14th Trade 
Mat le Benn, Longest Drive 13th 
Guest, Warren Goddard

The Ernie Hart prize for 
Outstanding Greenkeeper of the 
Year went to Glen Rayfield, of 
Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club. Well 
done mate. Colin Rushbrook, 
President of our great Section, 
presented this prize.

Some trade members not 
mentioned above but still as 
valuable to us were Rigby 
Taylor, Scotts, Headland, Collier 
Turf Care, Toro, Tacit and Ben 
Burgess.

We could not do this event 
without the tireless (and some-
times thankless) efforts of our 
exceptional Secretary, Ian Wil-
lett, and the support of our trade 
friends.

We thank you all.
Must mention the ‘Halfway 

House’. Well supplied with 
warming sustenance and the 
usual banter.  Thank you Bar-
trams/Ransome Jacobsen

Our thanks once again to 
Thorpeness and their Captain, 
Chris Scott, for a great venue 
and great hospitality.

By the time you read this you 
will probably have forgotten 
most of the AGM. I say most 
because although the minutes 
of the last meeting, the Chair-
man’s report and Treasurer’s 
report were all passed without 
too much fuss. The Secretary’s 
report did cause some concern 
from at least three people.  Ian 
was explaining quietly and 

professionally why there had 
been an increase of £5 to cover 
rising costs of our golf days. 
These people wanted to upset 
a very tidy apple cart. They do, 
however, need to look back and 
see just how far we have come in 
the last 15 years. They also need 
to show some professionalism, 
and at least get enough people to 
form a new committee and call 
an EGM. Our BIGGA Regional 
Administrator, Clive Osgood, 
has also stated that ours is the 
best run and supported Section 
and we should be proud.

It was also very noticeable 
that when our President and 
Treasurer asked if anyone 
wanted to take over, no one 
stepped forward. Good Luck.

On a happier note, our 
fixtures for 2012 have already 
been sorted out. They are: 
Waldringfield, Royal Norwich, 
Haverhill and Ely. How many 
other Sections can say that.  
Cheers Colin.

Our present committee was 
also re-elected en-bloc.

Pause for thought: To build 
may have to be the slow and 
laborious task of years; to 
destroy can be the thoughtless 
act of a single day.

Are you listening?
Mick Lathrope

Kent

As I write this at the start of 
January, wind has become a 
real issue. Many of you, I’m sure, 
would expect me to follow this 
line with a throwaway gag about 
the underlying reasons being 
copious amounts of brussel 
sprouts at Christmas. However, 
having seen that there are people 
being killed by falling trees and 
weak building structures I won’t 
be doing that. Please bear in 
mind the trees and structures 
that are on your courses. Regu-
lar surveys on both are essential 
in order to safeguard yourselves 
and your customers.

On to issues in our fair county. 
Well, as usual, no-one has 
contacted me with any news so 
I guess everything is fine. Har-
rogate would have been and gone 
by the time you read this. I hope 
those of you that made the trek 
up enjoyed the experience and 
feel suitably enlightened by the 

seminars. 
Our events calendar for 2012 

has been in circulation for a few 
months now. If you want to see 
what we’ve got planned then 
please see our webpage. Also, 
Hadlow College are still running 
their monthly evening seminars 
on our behalf so please try to get 
to as many of these as possible. 
Thanks very much to John 
Millen for hosting these free 
evenings for us again. 

Many thanks to those com-
panies that have chosen to 
sponsor us again. Your support 
is much appreciated and we 
wish your businesses well for 
the coming year. 

Don’t forget to call me if 
you need any help with your 
courses. Details on webpage. 

Best of British 
Rob Holland www.kent-

greenkeepers.com 

Sussex 

The Turkey Trot was again 
played at Worthing Golf Cub 
and a big thank you goes out 
to George Barr and his crew for 
presenting a delightful course 
and also to the catering staff 
for their hospitality and a great 
meal. Many thanks to Dave 
Bush, and Ernest Doe, for the 
BBQ and drinks at the half 
way point.  I know it was much 
appreciated. The competition 
resulted in a grand win in first 
place for Dave Allen, Simon 
Wells, Richard Evans and Tony 
Muzzal.

The Mitchells Grounds 
Care Sussex Bowl was won 
by Mike Gould and Richard, 
from Copthorne Golf Club, 
defeating George Barr and 
Gary Ogilvie. Well done to Mike 
and Richard. More support is 
needed for the competition this 
year so PLEASE ENTER. I am 
sure the entire Section would 
want to join me to once again 
thank our sponsors because 
without their help our events 
would not be as grand as they 
are. So please show your sup-
port for them and our section 
and support this year’s coming 
events.  Our thanks to: Darren 
and Scott, at Mitchells Grounds 
Care Machinery; Mark Day 
from Tacit; Gary Ogilvie, from 
Avoncrop Amenity; Dave Bush, 

from Ernest Doe, and Steve 
Vogells and John Cole, from 
John Shaw Machinery. 

Congratulations to Richard 
and Beth Evans, of Pyecombe 
Golf Club, on the birth of their 
son on Christmas Day at 3am.  
Jake weighed in at 6 lbs 8oz and 
all are doing well. 

Conditions were calm and 
the sea smooth for the Mitchells 
Groundscare five-hour sea 
match held at Pevensey Bay.  
Twenty-seven anglers fished 
the competition which saw 
the whiting size limit raised to 
30cm to save weighing in too 
many fish as there is a glut of 
whiting at this time of year.  In 
1st place (and now banned from 
fishing his own competitions) 
was Darren Mitchell, from Hay-
wards Heath GC. Second place 
went to Steven Lusted, Third 
place to Keith Bean and Fourth 
place to Paul Giles. The biggest 
fish pool money went to Steven 
Lusted, which netted him prize 
money of £155. Darren honour-
ably stepped down as overall 
winner and Steven Lusted was 
presented with the winner’s 
trophy.  Everyone weighed 
in at least one fish so a good 
time was had by all. Thanks 
to everyone that attended. A 
special thanks goes to Colin 
Martin, from Lewes GC, as he 
has fished all the matches, 
both sea and fresh water with 
a posse of five with him.  The 
next Mitchells Groundscare 
Machinery course match will be 
in late June. Anyone interested 
should book in once a date is 
announced as numbers might 
be limited or a larger lake may 
have to be found. Contact 
Darren on 07533-476878.

Cheers for now,
Eric Green Beauport Park 

Golf Club
01424-214600
07805-024001
TheGreens837@aol.com

South West and 
South Wales 
Region

South Wales 

I hope everyone is well and 

have enjoyed BTME. Please 
find reports and gossip in next 
month’s edition. A warm but 
wet welcome to Mark Tucker, 
who has successfully headed 
north up from Saunton Sands, 
North Devon, as the new Head 
Greenkeeper of Neath Golf 
Club. We would like to wish him 
all the best in his new role.

I wrote in last month’s 
magazine about the winter 
golf tournament being played 
unfortunately due to gale 
force winds and some extreme 
hails stone the event has been 
postponed until January 17 we 
are all hoping for better weather 
then! All results are to follow.

That’s all from me this month 
please any news, gossip or any 
dramas please without hesita-
tion contact myself at anytime.

Peter Holmstrom

South West

During December, the South 
West had its Christmas com-
petition. This year we visited 
Burnham & Berrow GC and 
what an amazing day it was! 
Unfortunately the weather 
was awful, I couldn’t say one 
nice thing about the weather, 
we arrived at Burnham for 
our pre round bacon roll and 
coffee and at that time, the 
rain was coming in sideways! 
I remember seeing about 30 
greenkeepers standing looking 
out the clubhouse window, 
many of them thinking exactly 
the same as me! By the time it 
was our turn to go out, I must 
say the weather did improve 
slightly, and many of us had 
an enjoyable round of golf. With 
this said, the condition of the 
golf course was brilliant, many 
of you will know Burnham 
and will already understand 
this. We had just played a golf 
course in December, in awful 
conditions but I still left the 18th 
green thinking “Wow, that was 
an enjoyable to walk.” 

Many of you will know 
how popular the South West 
Christmas Golf Day is, this year 
was no exception... with over 
45 playing golf 15 more for the 
course walk and sitting down 
with 70 guests for the meal, this 
really was a fantastic day! Many 

1. how long have you been 
greenkeeping? 
4 years

2. What was it about the career 
that attracted you? 
Preparing sportsturf and being 
outdoors.

3. if you weren’t a greenkeeper 
what do you think you’d be? 
Film editor

4. Which task do you most 
enjoy doing and why?
Course improvement projects 
and hand mowing.

5. Which task do you least 
enjoy doing and why? 
Divoting fairways

6. What one thing - other than 
a pay rise - would improve the 
greenkeepers’ lot?
Club managers and Course 
managers steering clubs forward 
would lead to improvements in 
all areas.

7. hobbies?
Cricket, Football, Golf, 
Photography, Gigs and Dog 
walking

8. Favourite Band?
Right now. The Black Keys

9. Which team do you support 
(football or otherwise)?
Yorkshire Cricket Club

10. What is your claim to 
fame?
None.Yet.

Assistant 
Profile
Our monthly look into the life 
of an assistant greenkeeper...

name: Tom 
Wood
Age: 23 
Club: 
Outlane GC, 
Huddersfield
position: 
Assistant 
Greenkeeper
nickname: 
TomTom, 
Tomoose

Are you an Assistant?
please email scott@bigga.co.uk 
for a list of Qs...




