
Details of your Section’s events 
in 2012 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue contact

DECEMBER 2012

December 2nd Midland Section Event Sutton Coldfield Golf 
Club

Andrew Smith Email: andysmithace@hotmail.
co.uk

December 3rd STRI Regional Training 
– Technical Turf Manage-
ment Part 1

Tunbridge Wells Golf 
Club

Rachael Godfrey, tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

December 4th South Coast Section 
Winter Event

Hayling Golf Club Alex McCombie Email: southcoastsecretary@gmail.
com

December 4th  STRI Regional Training 
– Technical Turf Manage-
ment Part 2

Tunbridge Wells Golf 
Club

Rachael Godfrey, tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

December 5th East of England Section Rutland Country Golf 
Club

Bruce Hicks tel: 01205 353925 or 07931 714922 
Email: brucehicks1@gmail.com

December 5th East Anglia AGM & Golf 
Day

Thorpeness Golf & 
Country Club

Ian Willett tel: 07929 205398 or Email: info@
biggaeastanglia.co.uk

December 6th STRI Regional Training – 
Pests, Weeds and Diseases

Tunbridge Wells Golf 
Club

Rachael Godfrey, tel: 01274 565131 or Email: 
training@stri.co.uk

December 6th Essex Section Event and 
AGM

The Essex Golf & 
Country Club

Antony Kirway tel: 07887 780065 or Email: 
antz16@btinternet.com

December 7th Surrey Section AGM Guildford Golf Club Ron Christie tel: 02086 543061 or email: ron-
apgc@tiscali.co.uk

December 10th Sussex Section AGM Dave Allen tel: 01273 596282 or email: d38a@msn.
com

December 12th Northern Section Event Bracken Ghyll Golf 
Club

Andrew Slingsby Email: slingsbyfamily@
virginmedia

December 12th South West Section 
Christmas Golf Day

Adam Matthews tel: 07732 503855 or email: 
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.co.uk

December 12th BB&O Section Day The Oxfordshire Matthew Nutter

December 13th Devon & Cornwall Section Ashbury Manor George Pitts tel: 07929 754401 or email: Gpitts.
yelverton@gmail.com

December 13th London Section AGM Verulam Golf Club Adam McColl tel: 07886 513975 or email: 
adammcoll@hotmail.com

December 14th South Wales Winter 
Competition

Southerndown Golf 
Club

Gareth Knight tel: 01834 842165 or email: gareth@
trefloyne.com
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Around The Green
greenkeepers and groundsmen 
alike as they continue to battle 
in trying to manage their turf, 
the hope is that 2013 will bring a 
much kinder year, the industry 
needs it. I have just returned 
from the excellent South West 
and Wales Regional Seminar.

It was a great day organised 
by our hard working regional 
administrator Jane Jones. 
Speakers included our very 
own Rob Wills from Remedy 
Oak who gave another polished 
performance and now has to do 
it all again at BTME in January.

Our own section seminar is 
taking shape and has been con-
firmed for Milton Abbey School 
on Wednesday 20 February.

Confirmed speakers to date 
are John Lockyer, Course and 
Grounds Manager at Roe-
hampton Club and Paul Lowe, 
Technical Sales Manager with 
Symbio.

We have are waiting to hear 
from three more speakers and 
as soon as the final line up is 
arranged I will be in touch.

Please come along and sup-
port the day which is excellent 
value, provides some quality 
education, excellent networking 
opportunities and accrues you 
some valuable C.P.D. points.

The C.P.D. system is currently 
being reviewed and is becom-
ing increasingly important in 
your own development as a 
greenkeeper. Full details of the 
seminar and application forms 
will be sent out very early 2013 
along with our fixture cards for 
2013 which have almost been 
completed.

Looks like a good year ahead 
and we start at Remedy Oak Golf 
Club for our golf days. As you 
will know we have changed our 
method of communicating to you 
and are embracing email. This is 
mainly due to spiralling postage 
costs and as we are trying to be 
prudent with section funds it was 
a fairly easy decision to make. If 
you do not receive emails from us 
it will be because we don’t have 
your current email address, so 
please make sure you update 
your records.You can email me 
at southcoastsecretary@gmail.
com 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New year, I hope it brings 
you and your loved ones all that 
you and they wish for.

Make an effort in 2013 to 
attend as many section events 
as possible, we need your sup-
port and collectively as a section 
are stronger for your presence 
and that support.

Also BTME is a great week 
and it needn’t cost the earth.

There are scores of free semi-
nars along with some very good 
value seminars and workshops 
not forgetting the show.

It would be great to see a good 
representation from the section.

Alex McCombie

DEVOn AnD cOrnWAll
Hello all, our November 

meeting was held at Bowood 
Park Hotel and Golf Club, near 
Camelford, Cornwall.

48 attendees enjoyed a rare 
dry day, for one of our events, at 
Bowood with 18 playing golf and 
30 on the course walk lead by 
Rob Cook, Head Greenkeeper.

Rob started the course walk 
by taking us all to the site of a 
new windmill that is currently 
being installed behind the club-
house. The windmill will be used 
to generate electricity to feed 
the clubhouse and facilities as 
well as generating an estimated 
extra £30,000 of income for 
the business. The elevated and 
exposed position along with 
many other windmills already 
erected in the area, made it a 
prime location for the structure. 
The course was in fantastic con-
dition considering recent rains, 
very firm in all areas.

Rob and his team have 
worked hard over the years 
to improve drainage in key 
areas and to reduce the thatch 
content in the upper surface of 
the USGA greens. Rob has got 
to the stage now where he is 
introducing and increasing the 
population of finer grasses and 
in particular fescue. The course 
was a testament to Rob and his 
young team.

During the course walk, the 
attendees were given the oppor-
tunity to participate in a nearest 
the pin competition. This was 
the brainchild of Richard Japes, 
Sports Metals to give the course-
walkers the chance to win a 
prize. This was won by Mike Ellis 
from “The Point at Polzeath” and 
the prize donated and presented 
by Richard.

The golf format for the day 
was individual Stableford play-
ing for the “Bayer” Cup. The top 
three competitors all ended up 
with 32 points, but the winner 
on countback was Lee Kirk 
(MST), in second place was 
Anthony “Jacko” James (Killiow) 
and in third was David Daw 
(Porthpean). Prizes for places 
were sponsored and presented 

by Dave Orchard from Bayer 
Crop Science. Nearest the pin 
on the 2nd was won by Lee Kirk 
and the longest drive on the 
18th was won by Adrian West 
(St Mellion).

Richard Japes, Sports Metals 
sponsored and presented these 
prizes. A massive thank you to 
the two sponsors for the day, 
Bayer and Sports Metals.

After the fantastic lunch, 
the members were treated to a 
presentation by Dave Orchard 
on “How to get the most from 
your Fungicides” determining 
the different modes of action 
and properties of fungicides, 
also identifying the stage of the 
disease you are trying to treat 
and making sure that the prod-
uct applied has the capability to 
deal with task in hand.

A big thank you to Rob and 
his team and to all at Bowood 
Park Hotel and Golf Club for 
their very kind and wonderful 
hospitality throughout the day.

Our Christmas meeting is 
to be held at Ashbury GC on 
Thursday 13 December. he 
format for the day will be to 
either play golf (Greensomes) or 
attend the course walk. This will 
be followed by Christmas lunch, 
prizes and raffle. Following this 
there will be the opportunity to 
take part in various activities 
including snooker, indoor bowls 
and ten-pin bowling. The theme 
for the day will be “Devon v Corn-
wall”. There will be the oppor-
tunity to book accommodation 
at £25, this includes bed and 
breakfast and a further round of 
golf the next day. Please contact 
me ASAP to secure a place as we 
expect this to be very popular! 
Our first meeting of the New 
Year will be at Perranporth Golf 
Club on Wednesday 9 January.

I’m sure everyone is aware 
of Billy Mitchell’s tremendous 
achievement of almost 50 years 
at the club and of his dedication 
to the industry.

Billy has been at the forefront 
of many trials and new initia-
tives over the years and is held 
in very high regard throughout 
the Industry.

That coupled with Perran-
porth being one of the most nat-
ural and unique Links courses 
in the country, we expect this to 
be a very popular meeting.

Invites for this meeting will be 
sent out in early December.

George Pitts, Section Secre-
tary, Bigga Devon & Cornwall

07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

SOUTh WAlES
 
I will start with our first ever 

South Wales Section Dinner 
and Dance, what an evening it 
was - fantastic to see so many of 
us sharing the evening with our 
beautiful wives and partners.

I know we all spend a lot of 
our time at work and I do feel it 
is nice to always give something 
back to the Wags as they are so 
often known.

There are so many thank yous 
we need to give firstly Gareth 
Knight for arranging the evening 
at St Pierre the venue, entertain-
ment and food was first class 
thanks Gareth for such a great 
event.

The sponsors/patrons; 
without companies purchasing 
the tables this dinner would not 
have been possible a massive 
thank you to all your companies 
and please after seeing many of 
the complimentary emails going 
around please be sure to book 
for next year - thanks again.

I would just like to put the 
rumours to bed regarding 
myself as many of you have 
seen the number of photos in 
circulation of me looking like a 
very attractive lady? Well this 
wasn’t me trying to be Roxanne 
(Alex Reid) just the beginning of 
my stag do.

Thanks to most of you guys 
for coming it truly was a great 
night and I’m sure many of us 
are rather scarred by the eve-
ning events and we’ll leave it at 
that!

Our Christmas golf event is 
taking place at Southerndown 
Golf Club on Friday 14 Decem-
ber at 10am please contact 
Gareth Knight or Paul Handy to 
book your place.

With BTME just around the 
corner please have a good think 
about coming even with secre-
taries or chair of greens I’m sure 
it would be a huge eye opener for 
many of them seeing the profes-
sionalism of us and what goes 
on behind the scenes.

For information and great 
hotel bed and breakfast rates 
please contact Jane Jones.

I wish all of you and your 
families a very happy Christmas 
and a DRY new year.

Peter Holmstrom

BtMe is back for its 24th year at the HIC, 22-24 January 2013

Visit www.btme.org.uk and click the register now icon

BtMe 2013




