
Dr Terry Mabbett provides some timely advice on selecting 
the perfect tree to add the festive touch to your club

More market choice 
for the clubhouse 
Christmas tree

Options and choices for the 
clubhouse Christmas tree have 
changed out of all proportion 
over the last twenty years, 
in the range of trees on offer, 
country of origin, method of 
production and even in the 
method of marketing.

Childhood Christmas tree 
memories for those the other side 
of fifty will be of Norway spruce, the 
traditional and often gangly conifer 
that dropped its needles en masse 
as Christmas moved into the New 
Year. Norway spruce is still used 
to today and continues to take a 
healthy slice of the lower cheaper 
end of the Christmas tree market, 
but has long been overtaken by the 
Nordmann fir. Nordmann fir is a 
much more compact and better 
looking tree and providing it has 
not been harvested too early will 
retain its needles when taken inside 
for decoration.

Ironically Norway was never the 
main supplier of Norway spruce as 
Christmas trees and in the same 
way the Nordic sounding name of 
‘Nordmann fir’ belies the tree’s true 
native origins. The wild native dis-
tribution of the Nordmann fir is the 
Caucasus where Europe becomes 
Asia in countries like Turkey and 
Georgia from where the best seed 
originates. 

Denmark was always the biggest 
producer and supplier of Christ-
mas trees for the European market 
and is originally responsible for the 
runaway success of Nordmann fir 
as a commercial Christmas tree, 
not only in the UK but all over 
Europe as well. It was Danish 
Christmas tree growers who went 
into Georgia and collected the seed 
which started the contemporary 
Christmas tree industry based on 
Nordmann fir. 

The other big change relates to 
country of origin. Ten years ago a 
Christmas tree purchased in the 
UK, whether Nordmann fir or 
Norway spruce, would more than 
likely have been grown in Europe 
(probably Denmark), and shipped 
to the UK for Christmas. Today your 
tree’s roots will almost certainly 
have been embedded in British (or 
Irish) soil. 

The British Christmas tree 
industry is one of unparalleled 
success with the UK going from 
dependency on European (mainly 
Danish grown) Christmas trees 
(mostly Nordmann fir) to virtual 
self-sufficiency in little more than 
five years.

In yet another irony, we have 
the Danes - and the European 
Union (EU) - to thank for the UK’s 
ongoing success in producing 

UK is fast approaching complete self-sufficiency 
in Christmas trees. Picture courtesy (BCTGA)

INSET BELOW: Colorado blue 
spruce is much admired for its 
attractive coloured foliage
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divided into nine equal parts by two 

equally spaced horizontal lines and 

two equally spaced vertical lines. 

Anyone can go online and fi nd out 

more about this.

 “He’s used the rule of thirds 

brilliantly – the fl ag is right on the 

convergence of one of the thirds 

and that’s one more reason why it’s 

such an appealing picture.”

He also went on to give advice 

to greenkeepers hoping to emulate 

Craig and scoop the 2013 award.

 “The vast majority of entries 

were shot in the morning light, and 

I completely understand why this 

is as greenkeepers are working on 

their courses predominantly in the 

morning rather than the evening.

 “However, I think next year it 

would be great to see a bit more 

variety. 
“Sunny evenings offer stun-

ning oranges and reds (when the 

weather is good!) which really bring 

out the best in a course visually, 

and I would love to see some 

evening shots included in the next 

competition if possible.”

Second place went to Trevor 

Mitchell, International Green-

keeper at the Diamond Country 

Club in Vienna, Austria, for his 

spectacular shot of the course.

Third place was awarded to 

Course Manager James Bonfi eld 

for his sunny photograph at the 

Hertfordshire Golf Club.

The entries were chosen by  a 

judging panel at BIGGA House, 

taking on board advice from photo-

graphic experts Alan Birch and Eric 

Hepworth.
T h a n k s  t o  e v e r y -

one  who  submi t t ed  a 

photograph, and keep an eye 

out for how to enter the next com-

petition.  
This time of the year  offers a fan-

tastic opportunity for some great 

winter photography, so why not get 

out on the course now and start 

taking some shots, in time for when 

the competition re-opens?

Craig Boath’s Carnoustie shot scoops the 

BIGGA Golf Photographic Competition 2012

An early rise 
to the top

The winner of the seventh 

BIGGA Golf Photographic 

Competition is Craig Boath’s 

stunning early morning shot of 

Carnoustie’s Burnside Course.

The Head Greenkeeper on the 

Championship course took the 

superb shot at around 5.30am on 

a morning in July on the 5th hole of 

the course – a short par three.

One of the judges was golf course 

photographer Eric Hepworth who 

was hugely impressed by Craig’s 

picture.
 “The winner really stood out. 

His technique is perfect – if the 

sun had been any further to the 

right it would have been directly in 

the lens and caused fl are spoiling 

the image, but the trees on the left 

shield the sun.
 “In photography, and indeed 

art, we constantly talk about ‘the 

rule of thirds’ where an image us 

Craig Boath’s stunning early morning shot of 

Carnoustie’s Burnside Course
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