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Tracey Maddison, Head of Membership, 
provides a departmental update

Membership

OTHER  
USEFUL 
NUMBERS  
(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline  
02075 603013  
Greenkeepers Legal 
Assistance  
0800 177 7891   
Greenkeepers Support 
Services  
0800 174 319
Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

Contact Details
Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

elaine Jones
elaine@bigga.co.uk

tel: 01347 833800  
(option 1 for Membership)

Scotland & 
northern Ireland
John Young
Mobile: 07776 242120
johnyoung@bigga.co.uk

northern & Midland
Sandra Raper
Mobile: 07866 366966
sandra@bigga.co.uk

South east
Clive Osgood
tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones
tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
jane@bigga.co.uk

John Young

Clive osgood

Sandra raper

Jane Jones

Regional Offices

Scotland & 
northern Ireland
Peter Boyd
tel: 0141 616 3440
Mobile: 07776 242120
pj.boyd@btinternet.com

northern & Midland
Peter Larter
tel: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

South east
Clive Osgood
tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones
tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
jane@bigga.co.uk

Clive osgood Jane Jones

Regional Offices

John Young Sandra raper

The Open Championships 
2012 – Thank you to the 
BIGGA Open Support Team

Last month I welcomed the 
BIGGA Open Support Team, this 
month I want to thank them for 
their commitment, hard work and 
team spirit. The team members this 
year were:

Greenkeeper Liaison Role:
Richard Whyman, Burnham and 

Berrow GC 

First tee representatives:
Richard Whyman (as above)
Paul Jenkins, Westridge GC

Team Leaders and mini bus 
drivers: 

Kevan Glass, Brokenhurst 
Manor GC; John Keenaghan, Chip-
ping Sodbury GC; Billy Merritt, 
Beacon Park GC; Richard Saun-
ders, Mowsbury GC; John Wells 
MG, South Herts GC

Support Team:
Darren Abbs, Royal Norwich 

GC; Jamie Acton, Worlebury GC ; 
Geoffrey Beauchamp, Staplehurst 
Golf Centre; Robert Bemment, 
Immingham GC; Beverly Blair, 
Southwick Park GC; Graham 
Blum, The Grange GC (Australia); 
Robert Bramwell, The Wentworth 
Club; Jason Brooks, Torquay 
GC; Mark Brooks, Sunningdale 
GC; Allan Donlevy, Ashton-in-

Makerfield; Asa English, Rothley 
Park GC; Simon Forshaw, Jack’s 
Point (New Zealand); John France, 
Furstlicher GC Bad Waldsee 
(Germany); Mark Fry, Worplesdon 
GC; John Geddes, McDonald GC; 
Phillip Graham, Bishop Auckland 
GC; Paul Griffiths, Seaford GC; 
Bruce Hicks, Boston GC; Robert 
Hill, Chichester GC; Stephen 
Hopkins, RAF Cottesmore GC; 
Brian Hunter, McDonald GC ; Mat-
thew Hutchinson, Hassocks GC; 
Richard Jenkinson, Orchil Devel-
opment - G-West; Darren Jones, 
Blackmoor GC; Ashley Marshall, 
Matfen Hall GC; Steve Mason, 
Stocks GC; Douglas McIntosh, 
Cathkin Braes GC; Rhys Norville, 
Remuera GC; Paul Roberts, Baron 
Hill GC Ltd; Gavin Robson, Burton-
on-Trent GC ; Robert Sandilands, 
Grange-over-Sands GC; Ben 
Scrivener, Abridge Golf & Country 
Club; Andrew Slingsby, Halifax 
West End GC; Tom Smith, Colne 
Valley GC; Sean Sullivan CGCS, 
The Briarwood Golf Course; Scott 
Thomson, Wetherby GC; Miles 
Todd, Rhuddlan GC; Andrew 
Unwin, Rotherham GC; Tom Wood, 
Outlane GC; Daniel Woodcraft, 
Bradfield College Golf  Club; Myles 
Woods, Berkhamsted GC; Mathew 
Wormald, Buckinghamshire GC; 
Paul Young, Whitefields GC 

Board Members
Andrew Mellon, Elmwood Col-

lege Golf Club
Tony Smith, Teeside Golf Club
George Barr, Worthing Golf Club
Gary Cunningham, Trentham 

Park Golf Club
Stuart Greenwood, North Ber-

wick Golf Club
Jeremy Hughes, Vale of Llangol-

len Golf Club
Arnold Phipps-Jones, Stock 

Brook and Three River Golf and 
Country Club

Chris Sealey, Chippenham Golf 
Club

In addition to providing a green-
keeper to rake the bunkers for every 
match on Championship days, this 
year Paul Smith and the R&A asked 
BIGGA to provide an early morning 
preparation team and a late night 
divot team.

We also weren’t without chal-
lenges this year due to the amount 
of rain that fell in a short space of 
time and the water table been so 
high. Many people were asking why 
the bunkers weren’t emptied, they 
were but the water just kept rising! 

All in all it was a fantastic week 
where the team showed true team 
spirit being called in to work at all 
sorts of early times, it just showed 
what a fantastic industry this is 
and when it’s needed we can all 
pull together. So well done Support 
Team 2012, a good job done, roll on 
Muirfield 2013. 

Contact Details
Sami Collins
Head of L&D 
sami@bigga.co.uk

Rachael Duffy
L&D Executive
rachael@bigga.co.uk

Stuart Green
L&D Executive
stuart@bigga.co.uk

01347 833800 (option 3)
www.bigga.org.uk

Gold Key Individual Members: 
Steven Tierney MG, Chris Lomas 
MG, Andrew Campbell MG CGCS
Ian MacMillan MG, Ian Morrison
Andrew Turnbull, W J Rogers, Sam 
Langrick, Antony Calvert, Espen 
Bergmann
Silver Key Individual Members: 
Steve Dixon, Richard McGlynn
Douglas Duguid, Ade Archer
Jaey Goodchild, Graham Wiley
Michael Beaton, Paul Jenkins

I’d like to begin this article 
by congratulating Rachael on 
the extraordinary efforts that 
went into the organisation of 
the Open Support team last 
month. Rachael faced several 
challenges during the week 
and survived them all! 

Congratulations must also go to 
Paul Smith and his team at Royal 
Lytham and St Annes and to the 
entire volunteer support team.

Congratulations must also go to 
Chris Haspell and his team up at 
Castle Stuart and to all those who 
volunteered for the Scottish Open.

Toro Student 
Greenkeeper of the 
Year Award 

Last month, I headed off to 
interview candidates for the Toro 
Student Greenkeeper of the Year 
Award.  

Following my whirlwind trip 
of the country, where I took in St 
Albans, Tonbridge, Bristol, York, 
Stoke on Trent and Perth, we 
selected six candidates to go for-
ward to the National Final taking 
place at BIGGA House on 16 and 
17 September.

The finalists are:
Christopher Watson from 

Peterculter Golf Club, representing 
Elmwood College

Peter Thompson from Sun-
ningdale Golf Club, representing 
Oaklands College

Neil Ivamy from Trevose Golf & 
Country Club, representing Duchy 
College

Stuart Imeson from Dunstan-
burgh Castle Golf Club, represent-
ing Newcastle College

Aaron Launchbury from North 
Foreland Golf Club, representing 
Hadlow College

Thomas Flavelle from Lingdale 
Golf Club, representing Myer-
scough College

Further details about each of 
the finalists can be found on pages 
28-29.

The interview panel comprised of 
a BIGGA Regional Administrator, 
a representative from Lely (UK) Ltd 

on behalf of Toro, a BIGGA green-
keeper member and myself. 

My thanks go to: Clive Osgood; 
Jane Jones; Sandra Raper; John 
Young; Larry Pearman; John Pike; 
Nigel Lovatt; Gerald Bruce; Alan 
Pierce MG; John Keenaghan; Gary 
Cunningham and Stuart Taylor for 
their involvement in the interview 
and selection process.

I wish all six finalists the very 
best of luck and look forward to 
welcoming them to BIGGA House 
in September.

Continue to Learn 
at BTME 2013 

The education programme is 
shaping up to be another not to be 
missed event! 

We will be welcoming Dr Thom 
Nikolai, The Doctor of Green Speed, 
from Michigan State University. 

Thom is a specialist in putting 
green management that maxi-
mizes turfgrass health, investment 
and customer satisfaction. 

He will be presenting several ses-
sions during the week including 
a one-day workshop on ‘The A, B, 
C’s of Putting Green Maintenance’, 
a session on the Turf Managers’ 
Conference and a Seminar Ses-
sion.

The workshop programme will 

also feature many of our very suc-
cessful workshops and presenters 
including:

So You Want to be a Golf 
Course Manager – Peter Jones 
and Kevin Munt

Moving into Management – 
Frank Newberry

Irrigation System Manage-
ment and Design – Adrian and 
Dennis Mortram

How to be an Outstanding 
Manager Parts 2 and 4 – Shona 
Garner (above)

IT Business Administration – 
Jacky Lowe

Pesticide Update for NPTC 
Certificate Holders – Jon Allbutt

Basic Budgeting and Golf 
Club Finance – Jerry Kilby & 
Duncan Ritchie

New and returning workshops 
include:

Health and Safety Documen-
tation – Jon Allbutt

The Grass Plant – Dr Paul 
Miller

The Soil – Dr Paul Miller
Basic Golf Mechanics – Han-

fried Sievers
Diagnostics and Problem 

Solving – Hanfried Sievers
With a full seminar programme 

and the introduction of Focus On 
sessions, this will be an education 
programme not to be missed!

the funding provided 
by Gold and Silver Key 
Sponsors is used to produce 
training and career aids, 
DVDs, CD Roms, field guides 
and provide refunds for 
training fees and subsidised 
learning and  development 
courses. the funding also 
helps support seminars, 
workshops, courses, the 
lending library, careers 
advice, posters and manuals.

Sami Collins, Head of Learning & Development,  
   with an update on education issues

Learning & Development

Gold Key 
Sponsors

Silver Key 
Sponsors




