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Around The green Around The green
David Moulding, Stewart Kent 
and Robert Hamley. After the 
golf and course walk, Mick 
Higgins and Jonathan Skel-
ton, from Sibelco, gave a very 
interesting educational talk on 
sands used for sports turf. Mick 
concentrated on matching par-
ticle size distribution and also 
showed some products which 
the company have been involved 
with in recent years.

Many thanks to Graham and 
his team, and all the staff at Big-
bury GC, for their hospitality. 
Also, Big thanks to the sponsors 
for the day, Masons Kings and 
Reel Grinding SW, Gary Tucker, 
for providing the prizes and 
sponsoring the day.

On Tuesday, March 6, we held 
our annual Spring Seminar at St 
Mellion International, Cornwall. 
The day was organised by the 
Section but special thanks goes 
to Mike Bush MG, who did the 
majority of the organising of the 
day, along with his staff at St 
Mellion.

The day consisted of a round 
robin of machinery and tech-
nique demonstrations in the 
morning, followed by lunch and 
then two educational presenta-
tions in the afternoon. The topic 
for the day was “Working the 
Surface, looking at techniques to 
improve surface performance. 
The morning demonstrations 
included looking at the Graden 
pedestrian Sand Injection scari-
fier, the Blec tractor mounted 
sand fill scarifier, the Campey 
Vredo overseeder, the Dakota 
spinner dresser, the new Green-
tek units including over-seeding 
and hollow-coring units and the 
Smith-Co turf iron.

One of the demonstrations 
included Steve Gingell, STRI, 
who set up a mini trial on the 
putting green to establish the 
relationship between heights of 
cut, frequency of cut and the use 
of a turf iron and their effects on 
green speed. It was interesting 
to note that increased speed was 
recorded where a single cut at 
5mm followed by using a turf 
iron as a opposed to double cuts 
or cutting at 4.5mm. The two 
presentations started with Mike 
Bush MG, Course Manager, St 
Mellion, talking through deal-
ing with the thatch problems 
and reducing the inputs over 
the years to the strong position 
they are in now. Steve Gingell 
summed up the day by look-
ing at the areas covered in the 
demonstrations, concentrating 
on thatch and Organic Matter 

control and how these areas 
can influence over-seeding 
success rates. Thanks to the 75 
attendees who attended the day 
including Level 2 and 3 students 
from Duchy College. Thanks 
also to David Chammings and 
Sherriff Amenity for sponsoring 
the food for the day. Thanks to 
Mike Bush and St Mellion for 
staging the event; a very suc-
cessful day all round!

Our next meeting will be at 
Borringdon Park, Plymouth 
(date to be confirmed, and is 
likely to be last wed in May!). 
This will be an afternoon kick off 
and the qualifier for the National 
Championship. We also have 
meeting at Launceston GC on 
July 4, Devon V Cornwall team 
Event. This too will be an after-
noon event.

I hope you all have a great 
season and look forward to 
catching up with you all in the 
summer,

George Pitts
07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

South Wales
 
Good Morning South Wales, 

with our Nation at a standstill, 
our great rugby team on the 
brink of another GRAND SLAM, 
time to give the French Rugby 
Union what they deserve on the 
pitch after the travesty of the 
World Cup. A huge congratula-
tion must go out to Lee Evans 
and his staff at the Millennium 
Stadium, the pitch has been 
outstanding this season good 
luck for the rest of the year and 
enjoy the matches during the 
Olympic games.

Our spring seminar will again 
take place on April 19 at The 
Royal Porthcawl GC, from what 
I’m led to believe Gerald Orme 
has been trying to pull out all 
the stops this year to ensure 
we have fantastic guest speak-
ers all to be confirmed. Many 
thanks to him and his team at 
Farmura Environmental for 
their continued sponsorship 
and support for this event. For 
booking please contact Gareth 
Knight on 07595988512.

Keep enjoying the spring guys 
remember any news or views 
contact me at any time,

Peter Holmstrom

Jim 
croxton 
Chief  
Executive

A recurring theme on BIggA’s Bulletin Boards and in 
my conversations with members is the importance of 
the relationship between the course manager/Head 
greenkeeper and the golf club manager/Secretary. 

It is too simplistic to say that when this relationship is 
good the course is automatically likewise but I’m certain that 
it can be a contributing factor. I was delighted therefore to 
be asked by the Scottish Golf Union to attend its innovative 
Management Development Programme recently. The SGU has 
identified Club Manager education as a high priority for the 
on-going health of the game and is offering the opportunity for 
current and aspiring Club Managers to undertake the CMAE 
Certified Club Manager (CCM) course at heavily subsidised 
rates. 

The first week of the course is an introduction to the 
key elements to the job and it is gratifying that BIGGA has 
been asked to present on the importance of golf course 
maintenance, how the Association can help and how to get the 
best out of the course manager. I’m convinced that if the next 
generation of Club Managers place appropriate value on the 
skills of our members the game of golf has a healthy future, 
the SGU is to be commended on its initiative.

Another regular discussion topic has been the variety of 
weather conditions our members deal with across the UK and 
beyond. A recent Bulletin Board thread on rainfall statistics 
revealed huge discrepancies in rainfall levels even within 
relatively short distances. I have been constantly amazed by 
the resourcefulness of BIGGA members in dealing with all 
that Mother Nature challenges them with.  

In some areas we have drought orders and hosepipe bans 
being applied from April while in others golf courses are still 
dealing with the after effects of severe flooding. This is when 
the renowned adaptability of greenkeepers comes to the fore.  
I’ve heard it said that this trait is a curse as it means that 
occasionally our members are taken advantage of, but there 
is no doubt that the ability to adapt to changing weather, 
economic forces and golfer expectations has been vital in 
surviving the last few years. We at BIGGA HOUSE are doing all 
we can to ensure the golf industry recognises that.

Finally it was a pleasure recently to attend the Scottish 
Regional Conference, which was once again expertly 
organised by Peter Boyd, the Regional Administrator. During 
the excellent conference, Stuart Taylor, Regional Chairman, 
presented a gift to Peter to commemorate his forthcoming 
retirement after 15 years excellent service. It was clear that 
Peter will be sorely missed by the many friends he has made 
in the Region and I would like to place on record my gratitude 
for his hard work and professionalism during the last 15 years 
and his support during my time with the Association. 

Jim croxton, BIggA cEo

to climb out of the rut I was in 
and take the plunge. I wish I had 
done it ten years ago! Thanks 
too to all the clients who have 
employed my services over the 
year. For details of what I can 
offer please visit our webpage 
from the address below. 

Best of British 
Rob Holland 
www.kentgreenkeepers.com 

South West and 
South Wales

South coast

Hello everyone, and welcome 
to April’s around the green. Well 
we finally got there on February 
15 with our Section seminar 
held at Milton Abbey School. I 
hope you all had a fantastic day, 
and for many of you it gave me a 
good chance to show you the life 

of a Head Groundsman and our 
way of life at a private school. 

We had excellent numbers in 
attendance, which was really 
encouraging for the Section, 
and I would like to thank all our 
guest speakers for their time and 
effort in making such a success-
ful seminar. I just want to say 
a big thank you to the catering 
department at the school, who 
did provide us with a fantastic 
lunch and I hope you all enjoyed 
the pork!  It was also nice to see 
so many people interested in 
the Abbey itself, which holds so 
much history; even one of our 
fellow greenkeepers made an 
inquiry about getting married 
their, nice one.

April sees our first Tourna-
ment of the year, which is on 
April 26, at Dunwood Manor, 
and is a 18 hole medal round, 
which will be our qualifier for 
this year’s National Champion-
ship, held at Irvine Golf Club, 
Bogside, Irvine. I do hope we get 
a good turn out for this day, as 
many of you will know, this will 
be the last round of golf to be 
played at Dunwood manor so I 
am sure it will be an emotional 
day for many. 

We are now up and running 
with our own website, address 
is biggasouthcoast.org.uk so 
no excuses, you can see what is 
happening in your Section. All 
fixtures and flyers will be avail-
able to view.

Finally that leaves me to wish 
you all a Happy Easter, Happy 
Greenkeeping for the season 
ahead, I’m just off to check my 
new born lambs! There’s never 
a dull moment at Milton Abbey,

Joe Cooper.

South West

Thursday, March 8, the 
Section had a seminar, titled 
Aspiration & Inspiration. Taking 
place at Chipping Sodbury 
GC, with a great turn out of 
over 40 people. With BIGGA’s 
CEO, Jim Croxton, attending, 
guest speakers also included 
MJ Abbotts, speaking about 
their time at Wentworth and 
the amazing changes that they 
made. Simon Bush from train-
ing express spoke with Paul 
Worster about course safety. 
This was a great day, and again 
just proved how well everyone 

supports the Section. Let’s keep 
going! 

Also March saw a big day for 
Matt Workman. Matt works at 
Minchinhampton GC and has 
recently got married. From all 
the guys, we wish you all the 
very best and hope you have a 
happy future together. 

The fixtures for the coming 
season are now with you, we 
have some rather impressive golf 
clubs to visit this year, please do 
your very best to attend, don’t 
be that person who says I’ll go 
to the next one. Be that person 
who goes to every one. 

We would also like to thank 
our patronage partners for 
2012, Farmura, Countrywide, 
Headland, Eco-solve, TH 
Whites, Irrtech Ltd, Avoncrop. 

We also have a Facebook page 
for the South West Section, one 
that will make it much more 
convenient for you all to use, you 
don’t having to do anything, just 
enjoy this amazing feature you 
have at your finger tips. 

Adam Matthews
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk 
07732503855 

 

Devon and cornwall 

Our February meeting was 
held at Bigbury GC, on the 
South Devon coast. It was an 
extremely chilly day but we still 
managed to have 56 attendees 
brave the conditions of which 
24 even braved playing golf. 
Strong, sub-zero winds made it 
very challenging but most com-
pleted the 18 holes, with Andrew 
Prouse, Porthpean, coming first 
with 41 pts. James Sheean, 
Truro, was second with 38 pts. 
J. Twitchen, Warren, third with 
37 pts on count back. Longest 
Drive was Graham Clarke, 
Chulmleigh. Nearest the Pin. J. 
Twitchen.

Graham Davis, Head Green-
keeper at Bigbury since 1983, 
led the course walk. He explained 
that over the years he has been 
in charge, he has changed quite 
a lot on the course, enlarging 
all the tees, planting several 
thousand trees, extending the 
15th green, and building new 
bunkers, renovating existing 
bunkers and creating ecological 
areas. There are a staff of five 
including Graham, Des Bickle, 

The ability to adapt to changing 
weather, economic forces and 
golfer expectations has been vital

BIggA welcomes the following new members

Scottish Region 
Michael Doris, Head Greenkeeper/Course 
Manager, Central 
Ryan Winton, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Central 
Shaun Mcnaughton, Greenkeeper, Central 
Scott Logan, Greenkeeper, Central 
Thomas Hookey, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Central 
Samuel nisbet, Student, Central 
Mike riddell, Greenkeeper, Central 
natasha repinskaja, Greenkeeper, Central 
Fraser robertson, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Central 
Scott Watson, Greenkeeper, Central 
Gavin Jones, Greenkeeper, Central 
Gordon Nimmo, Affiliate Member, Central 
James Johnston, Affiliate Member, East 
Andrew Houston, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
north 
William Sutherland, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
north 
Stephen Lindsay, Greenkeeper, West 
Alan Stewart, Greenkeeper, West 

northern Region
Garry Morse, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
north east 
David Wilkinson, Head Greenkeeper/
Course Manager, north West 
Lee Burton, Affiliate Member, North West 
Ben Minshill, Assistant Greenkeeper, north 
West 
richard Hodge, Greenkeeper, north West 
oliver Wood, Greenkeeper, north West 
David Hales, Student, northern 
Conrad Cavill, Student, northern 
William Barratt, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
northern 
Mark Jessop, Greenkeeper, northern 
Jason Horner, Head Greenkeeper/Course 
Manager, northern 
Lewis Pattinson, Greenkeeper, northern 
tom Haslam, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Sheffield 

midland Region
tim Carlisle, Head Greenkeeper/Course 
Manager, east Midland 
Jordan Baker, Assistant Greenkeeper, east 
Midland 
William Slater, Assistant Greenkeeper, east 
Midland 
Harvey Brooke, Greenkeeper, Midland 
richard turner, Greenkeeper, Midland 
Colin Sanders, Affiliate Member, Midland 
Joe Patterson, Affiliate Member, Midland 
Daniel Stanley, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Midland 
Matthew Horton, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Midland 
Philip Jones, Affiliate Member, Berks/Bucks 
& oxon 
Scott Fleming, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Berks/Bucks & oxon 
David Cliffe, Affiliate Member, Berks/Bucks 
& oxon 
Mark Price, Affiliate Member, Mid Anglia 

South East Region
reece Jones, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Surrey 
Andrew Ramsay, Greenkeeper, Surrey 
Glen Newbold, Greenkeeper, Surrey 
Michael Browne, Greenkeeper, Surrey 
Sam Moss, Assistant Greenkeeper, Surrey 
Daniel McMillan, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Surrey 
Ross Poulter, Greenkeeper, Surrey 
Steve Paterson, Head Greenkeeper/Course 
Manager, Surrey 
Harry Watson, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Surrey 
nigel Hosegood, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
kent 
Michael Caplin, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Sussex 
Harish Sharma, Affiliate Member, London 
Mark Smith, Affiliate Member, London 
Joshua Leswell, Greenkeeper, east Anglia 
Jack Davies, Greenkeeper, essex 
William elgood, Greenkeeper, essex 
Daniel Homewood, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Surrey 

South West/South Wales
Christopher rose, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
South West 
Jonathan tulk, Greenkeeper, South West 
Lee Beaver, Assistant Greenkeeper, South 
West 
Lewis Woodward, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
South West 
Steven McLaren, Greenkeeper, South West 
robert elliott, Greenkeeper, South West 
Luke Mills, Greenkeeper, South West 
edward Horne, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
South West 
tom Freeman, Greenkeeper, South West 
Iestyn Carpenter, Head Greenkeeper/
Course Manager, South Coast 
David Mulcahy, Greenkeeper, South Coast 
Ian Lloyd, Greenkeeper, South Coast 
Steve Farrant, Greenkeeper, South Coast 
David Baugh, Greenkeeper, South Coast 
Jack Potter, Assistant Greenkeeper, 
Devon&Cornwall 
Martyn O’Shea, Greenkeeper, 
Devon&Cornwall 
noel Westlake, Greenkeeper, 
Devon&Cornwall 

northern Ireland
Chris McArthur, Greenkeeper, northern I
reland 

overseas
Henry Squance, International, Austria
Carsten Brandt, International, Denmark
Espen Bergmann, Affiliate Member, Norway

For more information on 
new members log in to 
the members’ Area of the 
BIggA Website.

Section 
notes

Please email your notes to 

scott@bigga.co.uk 

by the 5th 

of the month




