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Group photo of Delegates at Paiute Golf Resort with Jeff Reid 
(Director of Maintenance) and Kim Furnell, Steve Nixon and Sallie 
Taylor form Bernhards

Jeff Reid showing us around Paiute

James Seisun explaining the 
practices at TPC Summerlin

Jeff Reid answering 
questions

Saturday, February 25 – 
Polo Towers, Las Vegas

It was an early start for some but 
everyone was keen to begin this adventure 
together. We were met at Gatwick by 
Bernhard and Co’s Kim Furnell who had 
organised the trip, and one long fl ight later 
and we were being warmly welcomed at the 
hotel, Polo Towers - each of us spoilt with 
a one-bedroom apartment. The Hotel was 
right on “The Strip”, which was convenient 
for our fi rst outing together, taking in the 
sights, having a bite to eat and a few beers.

Sunday, February 26 – 
Angel Park Golf Club

Today we had the opportunity to play 
golf or take a walk around Angel Park Golf 
Club. We were joined by Jim Croxton and 
Andrew Mellon, and we all experienced 
the high level of customer service. 
Complimentary golf, clubs, carts and even 
balls and tees were organised by Tom 
Christy, Director of Maintenance.

At almost 3,000 feet, Angel Park offers 
spectacular views of Red Rock Canyon and 
the Las Vegas Valley, and features 36 holes 
of championship golf designed by Arnold 
Palmer. The Palm Course was extremely 
well presented and maintained, and if you 
missed the green stuff you were in the 
desert! Some were a bit more successful, 
with Andrew Mellon topping the scoring. 

An 8am meet in the morning dictated the 
previous evening’s events and we were all 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed for our day 
of Golf Course visits. Kim and Steve Nixon, 
Bernhard and Co, hosted the day with the 
fi rst visit to TPC Summerlin, home of the 
PGA Tour’s “Justin Timberlake Shriners 
Hospitals for Children Open”, and where 
Tiger Woods won his fi rst ever Professional 
Tournament.

We were met by James Seisun, Assistant 
Golf Course Superintendent, who happens 
to be English. James came across as very 
professional, polished and comfortable, 
speaking in front of everyone. 

At this stage of the year the Bermuda 
grass roughs, fairways and tees were 
dormant. The tees are over-sown with 
Perennial Ryegrass, but the rest of the 
course remains yellow with dormant 
Bermuda grass.

 The decision to not over-sow the 
fairways and rough was made by the club 
in order to utilise the money saved towards 
preparing for the PGA tour event. The 
greens were a more familiar cool season 
Creeping Bentgrass (Penn A4). Half way 
along the back nine, we visited the very 
impressive maintenance facilities, which 
was absolutely spotless and probably 
the best-organised facility I have ever 
seen. James explained how the staffi ng is 

structured and how tasks were commu-
nicated, including using a Plasma screen 
in the crew room linked to his computer to 
communicate tasks for the day. 

Our second course visit of the day took 
us to the desert on the outskirts. Paiute 
Golf Club Resort is owned by the Paiute 
Tribe, a Native American tribe who have 
made their money through Smoke Houses. 
The resort consists of three 18-hole 
courses with each course measuring over 
7,000 yards, including the “Wolf Course” 
measuring over 7600 yards. After a 
stunning lunch Jeff Reid, Director of Golf 
Course Maintenance, led us down to the 
Maintenance facilities, which again were 
fi rst class. 

The three courses are maintained by 55 
staff. As with both of the courses that we 
visited, a tremendous amount of emphasis 
is put on the irrigation of the turf with 
temperatures regularly reaching 43-44C 
and an average of just over four inches of 
rainfall per year! 

At Paiute, there are four wells, which 
are owned by the tribe, from which the 
club extract water to fi ll reservoirs. In 
the summer they can use up to 4 million 
gallons of water per night for all three 
courses. Annual usage of 880 million 
gallons! Thanks to Jeff and Jake at Paiute 
for making us all feel so welcome.

Diary of a delegate...
(By George Pitts, BIGGA)

Stunning View! 16th TPC 
Summerlin. Showing off the 

dormant Bermuda Grass

James Seisun, Assistant 
Superintendent at TPC Summerlin. On 
the 10th, Penn A4 Creeping Bent Green

Monday, February 27 
– Course Visits, TPC 
Summerlin and Paiute

Thanks!
I would just like to take 

this opportunity to thank 
Stephen Bernhard and all 
his team for giving us this 
unforgettable experience and 
opportunity. The Company is 
a credit to the Industry and 
should be applauded for its 
forward thinking in offering 
opportunities like this. Special 
thanks to the amazing Kim 
Furnell, whose organisation 
and dedication towards the trip 
will always be remembered.

To BIGGA and in particular, 
Jim Croxton, Sami Collins and 
Andrew Mellon, for guiding 
us through the process and 
sharing the experience.

For me, it was a career 
highlight and I have come 
away from this feeling inspired, 
better educated, better 
informed and better connected 
to the fantastic network 
we have within our global 
industry. It was the perfect 
balance between Work, Rest 
and Play. A lot of Work, little 
Rest and suffi cient Play! This 
trip was all about experiencing 
as much as you can possibly 
take in and making the most 
of what is a truly unforgettable 
experience. 

George Pitts
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16 If the Shoe Fits
Scott MacCallum speaks to Jez 
Hughes about his 25 years at 
Llangollen Golf Club, and how he’ll 
differentiate between his roles by 
the shoes that he is wearing. 

25 Turf Pest 
Creatures Great 
and Small 
Part of a series of  
articles aimed at a 
varying readership. 
If you’re new to greenkeeping, read 
this month’s Entry Level piece...
Dr Terry Mabbett discusses how 
the food chain can cause bigger 
problems to your turf, and gives 
examples of the chemicals that can 
help you nip this in the bud. 

30 Course Disease Alert
Dr Kate Enwistle offers details of 
two newly emerging turf diseases: 
Rapid Blight – a non-fungal disease 
and Brown Ring Patch – a non-fairy 
ring disease. 

34 Viva Las Vegas
What happens in Vegas doesn’t 
stay in Vegas, as George Pitts 
allows us to take a sneak peak 
inside his diary and tells us what 
the BIGGA Delegation, sponsored 
by Bernhard and Co, got up to at 
The Golf Industry Show. 

41 Managing with Less
Less is more as Malcolm Peake 
found out after attending the “Man-
aging with Less” workshop, which 
was held at Temple Golf Club.

44 Alternative Mowers
James de Havilland continues 
with his monthly check on the 
machinery market.
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The views expressed within On The Soapbox are not 

necessarily those of Greenkeeper International

Soapbox
On the

A stage on which people within the 

industry can express their viewpoint

Felling Trees
It always amazes me how many 

times I see “dubious” felling on a 

golf course and when asked usually 

the management are unaware that 

permission is required if you fell more 

than fi ve cubic metres of timber in a 

calendar quarter (two cubic metres if 

you sell it).
So what is fi ve cubic metres of timber? 

A tree in the eyes of the law is determined 

by its diameter at 1.3 metres from the 

ground - if the diameter is above eight 

centimetres then it is classed as a tree.

Penalties can be severe for illegal felling 

and apply to all parties involved; on 

conviction a fi ne of up to £2500 or twice 

the value of the trees whichever is higher 

may be imposed and generally a restocking 

order will be issued. (The fi ne could 

potentially be per tree)

Further restrictions may also apply if 

you have a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 

on the site. These are made by the Local 

Planning Authority (normally the local 

council). TPO’s prevent the felling, 

topping, lopping or uprooting of any tree 

without permission from the planning 

authority.
A similar situation occurs if you are 

within a conservation area where again 

you would have to apply to the local 

authority for permission for any work on a 

tree.
In reality the best way to gain permission 

is through a felling licence which is 

obtained from the Forestry Commission 

(FC) and can last up to fi ve years. However, 

as there have been so many cases of illegal 

felling on golf courses the FC are now 

reluctant to issue a licence without some 

sort of plan. 
It is therefore best to seek professional 

advice before applying for a licence as 

sustainability, timber volume and the 

impact on the environment and landscape 

are all considered by the FC when 

assessing applications. 

Also, an experienced forester will 

know what is required for an application 

(mapping and measuring areas, timber 

volume and percentage thinning, etc) and 

perhaps more importantly what will make 

the FC reluctant to grant a licence!

The other advantage of professional 

advice is that you will have a plan to work 

to enabling the club to cost the work 

effectively and undertake the management 

of their trees and woodland effi ciently.

Felling trees can be a sensitive issue with 

club members for whom sometimes logic 

goes out of the window.

 Therefore, any substantive evidence is 

a help in convincing the membership that 

tree management is an essential part of 

the agronomic management of the 

course.
The misconception that trees and 

woodlands will look after themselves 

still abounds, however there is a huge 

difference between conservation and 

preservation and many golf clubs have 

a vocal minority who want to preserve 

everything. 
They don’t realise that they are not 

actually preserving what they fi nd so 

dear, because it is ever changing, it is a 

living entity which will evolve and change 

naturally if left unmanaged.

Heathland, is a transitory ecosystem 

which will revert to woodland if left 

unmanaged, it is therefore essential to 

manage both the woodland and heath if the 

status quo is to be maintained. 

Woodland will normally regenerate at 

its edges but with modern day pressures 

this is often impossible and the woodland 

therefore requires intervention in order 

to redress the balance if it is to remain 

sustainable. 
However, where it adjoins heather it will 

cast seed into the heath and will regenerate 

vigorously especially in the case of birch 

and oak. 
We have been managing the woodlands 

of Britain since before the Roman invasion 

and what is often perceived as natural 

woodland is actually highly managed 

woodland; an under-storey of bluebells 

for instance requires light to the woodland 

fl oor and a lack of aggressive shade 

casting ground fl ora such as bramble or 

bracken. Management is therefore

 required if the ecosystem is to be 

maintained.
Trees provide many benefi ts whether 

it is individuals, small woodlands or 

large forests. They provide many tangible 

benefi ts such as screening, shelter, noise 

reduction and seclusion. 

As well as creating landscape and wildlife 

interest. However care has to be taken as to 

their effect on the agronomy, strategy and 

landscape of the golf course.

They form a strong three dimensional 

hazard which can easily destroy the 

intended strategy of a hole. 

Trees are a dynamic entity, increasing in 

size over time, often encroaching into the 

line of play.
They can reduce air and light penetration 

to the grass sward pre-disposing it to 

disease and can cause uneven wear on tees 

as players naturally favour the un-impeded 

line of play. 
It is therefore essential to have a planned 

holistic approach to the management of the 

trees and woodlands on the course.

All clubs which have trees and woodland 

should have a management programme 

which assesses the arboreal landscape 

taking into account the appropriateness of 

trees in relation to their location. 

Further information is available from the 

FC website 
www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.

nsf/byunique/infd-6dfkus 

A living entity which will evolve and 

change naturally if left unmanaged

The views expressed within On The Soapbox are not 

For further information please contact John Nicholson 
Associates, 18 Douglas Gardens, Durham DH1 3PT
01913842556, 07967818719

John Nicholson
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