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around The green around The green
Brian’s career started, some 

say at 7, in the coal-mines but his 
deputy and now successor, Paul 
Robinson, assures me that it was 
at Sunningdale GC, followed by 
a disliked stint in the insurance 
industry, then Wentworth GC, 
Worplesdon GC, then Sunning-
dale again before returning to 
Worplesdon in 2005.

Brian has won many amateur 
trophies in his golfing career, has 
played off plus 1 and who knows, 
if he puts in enough practice in 
retirement, may return to that 
level of excellence. Worplesdon 
GC gave him a grand send-off 
recently with a BBQ attended by 
some 120 members and friends. 
He and wife, Doreen, will be 
moving to their new home down 
in the New Forest, at New Milton, 
and will both be playing golf as 
members of Barton on Sea GC.

I have myself reached that 
time in life when the State will 
repay money that I have lent 
to them over the past 49 years 
in the way of an old age pen-
sion. This, although gratefully 
received, will not keep me in 
the style of life to which I have 
become accustomed and so, if 
you are the recipient of a mes-
sage from yours truly, please do 
not treat it as junk mail. Read 
carefully, follow the instructions 
and leave cash only please in the 
specified hiding place for my later 
collection. Doing this will mean 
that you will still be able to enjoy 
reading every month, in this 
exceptional journal, stories of my 
travels to far away places with 
“her indoors”.

Since my last jottings, Darren 
Clarke has won The Open at 
Royal St George’s, Simon Dyson 
did likewise in the Irish Open and 
Russ Cochran won the Senior’s 
Open at Walton Heath, but it 
will be next month when I will 
report the winner of the McMillan 
Tankard at Sunningdale GC. My 
prediction is that with my vastly 
increased clubhead speed, slow 
backswing, hours of practice and 
my repaired electric trolley, the 
Tankard will not be won by me 
but by someone with the same 
qualities that have made both 
Dougie Fernie and Paul Weston 
the great players that they are.  
They will be my playing partners 
at Sunnungdale so that I can 
report first hand if we manage to 
get all the way round.

Let me know of any news 
titbits that you would like to 
contribute to this article. Brian 
Willmott 07879474038 email 
brian.willmott@hotmail.co.uk 

      

London

Summer is flying by at a rate 
of knots and August renovations 
have been and gone for some of 
us. Those fortunate enough to 
carry out their renovations first 
week in August were blessed 
with ten days of sunshine, before 
renovations and a nice 11mm of 
rain at the end of renovation week 
to settle all the dressing down. I 
have never carried out renova-
tions this early before and was 
amazed at the rate of recovery. 
Many things to get through this 
month for a pleasant change, so I 
will get straight on with it.

Congratulations to our London 
Section Chairman, Aaron Per-
cival, on his new appointment 
at Stokley Pines. All the best in 
your new venture. Lee Cox, at 
Muswell Hill Golf Club, has just 
got engaged, I am sure that there 
are many happy times ahead for 
him. Congratulations to Kevin 
O’Neill, Deputy at Muswell Hill, 
whose better half has just given 
birth to a new baby boy. With 
four out of seven staff at Muswell 
Hill all with little ones on the way 
over the next few months there 
will be plenty to talk about in the 
mess room I am sure, that’s if 
they’re not all fast asleep. 

The summer meeting at 
Finchley Golf Club has just been 
played and all players were most 
impressed by the condition, 
particularly the greens. Thank 
you to Finchley for hosting our 
summer tournament and Craig 
and his green staff for their hard 
work in presenting the course. 
Thank you to Mark Day, and 
Tacit, for sponsoring the day and 
putting up some great prizes, 
also thanks to Johnny Beck, of 
Sherriff Amenity, for keeping us 
fed and watered half way around. 
So to the winners. 3. Lee Cox 34 
pts; 2. Kane Stone, 34 pts; 1. 
Finchley Golf Club’s very own 
Ben Williamson, 37 pts. Trade. 
Mark Ellis, 34 pts. Well done and 
I hope your enjoying your wine. 
That’s it for this month; enjoy the 
last of the sun while it’s here.

Any queries, questions, 
feedback or information for the 
column please email:

adammccoll@hotmail.com 
Adam McColl

South east region
           

South West

When it was said “Golf. A good 
walk spoiled”, they clearly didn’t 
walk around Royal St George’s 
during the 2011 Open....I did, 
and it was remarkable! Being part 
of BIGGA’s Support Team, was 
again a great experience. I don’t 
want to bore many of you with 
stories from The Open. Firstly, 
you would have read all about 
it as you’ve flicked through this 
month’s magazine and secondly 
I’m sure many of you were glued 
to the TV watching it for yourself 
in any case. While I was away 
at The Open, I made many new 
friends....You guys know who 
you are (I would consider it unfair 
advantage to comment about 
you in this article), but honestly, 
thanks to everyone who made it 
such a fantastic week!  

I feel that this is the perfect 
opportunity to remind you all of 
our fixture at Cotswold Hill GC, 
in October. This year we visit 
Cotswold Hills for our AGM. Your 
attendance would be very impor-
tant if you would like to have your 
say within our Section. It’s your 
chance to stand up and say what 
you would like to happen.

With the football season just 
moments away (or has it already 
started....?) you wouldn’t believe 
how excited I am. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love the summer and 
having some time away from the 
game, but now that it’s back, I 
am very much in love again!

I would like to thank our 
patronage partners for all of their 
support for 2011, Ecosol, Irritech 
Ltd, Countrywide, British Seed 
House, Headland, Avoncrop and 
Martyn Lane Golf Signs, Your 
support is very much appreci-
ated by the whole Section.   

Remember that we also have 
our own South West Section 
Facebook page, proving to be 
very useful, only for it grow as 
more of you become involved. 
If you are not a member of the 
page, its time you were, ask for 
the link and I’ll happily forward 
it to you.  

See you all very soon,
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk
07732503855

      

South Wales 

Our summer tournament this 
year was held at Wenvoe Castle 
Golf Club. It was a really good 
day with 24 golfers playing and 
26 eating. We were joined on the 
day by Club Captain, Tony Cum-
ming, who was very welcoming 
and our RA, Jane Jones, who 
toured the course on a buggy 
with Iain Grant.

The golf course was in great 
shape thanks to Mark Wilshire 
and his team so well done to 
them. The weather was good in 
the main apart from a few sharp 
showers. The meal following the 
golf was first class. Steve Minton, 
from Tacit, was on hand to pres-
ent the prizes as follows: 1. Andy 
Roach, 37pts; 2. Rhys Williams, 
34pts; 3. Steve Chappell, 33pts. 
Best Trade/Guest: Peter Lacey, 
31pts. Nearest the Pin: Tony 
Lafrate. Longest Drive: Ian Kinley

Mr Captain was presented 
with a BIGGA Tie as a thank you 
for Wenvoe hosting the event. 

Just a quick reminder of our 
up and coming events the R/T 
final at Green Meadow which 
take place on September 16 and 
a reminder that the Autumn 
Comp & AGM will be at Trefloyne 
on October 14.

Our very own Daryl Jones, 
from Glyn Neath Golf Club, has 
become their Club Champion. 
Congratulations from everyone 
at the Section.

Last, but by no means least, I 
hope I get to see many of you guys 
at Saltex this year Sept 6-8. You 
know where our stand is situated 
- by the park and main eating 
area. So if you pop by, I might just 
get some beers in!

See you soon 
Peter Holmstrom and, mainly 

this month, Steve Chappell.
      

South Coast

Hi, all,
It’s pouring with rain as I write 

this which is a perfect excuse for 
not being outside. Much needed 
rain, I must add, as it has been 

seriously warm over the last 
few days. My beach hut has 
welcomed many visitors recently, 
some of whom even ventured 
into the water!

Our summer invitation compe-
tition was played at Brokenhurst 
Manor Golf Club. Although the 
sun didn’t shine, the few spots of 
rain certainly didn’t dampen the 
day. The course was in excellent 
order and a credit to our tourna-
ment organiser, Kevan Glass 
and his team. Truly faultless. 
Sponsor for the day was Tacit. 
Thanks as always to Tim Webb 
and Brian Wilmott for their sup-
port and prizes of some very good 
wine. The competition was an 18 
hole Stableford with  ¾ handicap 
allowance, 60 entrants.

1.  Ben Bishop & C. Richards, 
Paultons Park, 42 pts; 2. Colin 
Pardey & Sandy Barnett, Sher-
bourne, 41ps; 3. Derek Cunliffe 
& James Norris, Blackmore, 40 
pts. Nearest the String; Tony 
Locke. Nearest the Pin; Scott 
Waddingham.

The annual match against 
the South West will be played in 
late August, the results of which 
will be in next month’s mag. Our 
next competition and AGM is at 
Waterlooville GC, on October 6. 
I have heard great reports from 
people that played there recently 
so try and support the Section 
and be there.

Here at Barton it’s all happen-
ing again, more cliff falling into 
the sea and plans to move one 
hole 50 metres inland. Not really 
a problem, except that it involves 
moving a green, two tees and all 
the relevant irrigation pipe work. 
Meanwhile we are having the silt 
from one of our ponds removed. 
A real health and safety night-
mare as there are thousands 
of golf balls in the sludge and, 
no matter what you say to the 
members, the sight of free balls 
is too tempting. So the nice new 
signs warning of deep mud “Keep 
Out” are totally ignored.

Lastly, the Section Seminar, 
cancelled from February, is now 
to go ahead on October 26, at 
Milton Abbey School, in Dorset. 
This is a new venue and should 
be an excellent educational day 
out with top notch speakers 
along with walks around the 
livestock and school facilities. 

Until next month.
Tony Gadd 

Jim  
Croxton 
Chief  
Executive

Section 
notes

Please email your notes to 

scott@bigga.co.uk 

by the 5th 

of the month

I have recently had the opportunity to attend a couple 
of bIgga regional board meetings and it has been 
heartening to discover that so many members are 
prepared to give up their time to play a part in the 
association’s governance.  

As a committee based organisation it is vital that information, 
opinion and debate is channelled effectively from the coal face 
of the Sections through Regional Boards to the National Board 
to keep the activities of BIGGA relevant to the needs of the 
members. 

At both of the meetings there was healthy debate on a wide 
variety of issues, with communication and education being 
recurring themes.  These two tenets are prevalent in what I 
consider to be one of the key benefits to BIGGA membership 
– the website Bulletin Boards.  Every day members post 
enquiries and discussion points that are read by hundreds and 
in nearly every instance the responses are well reasoned and 
informative and prove helpful to both the original contributor 
and the many others facing similar issues at their facilities.  I 
am a huge advocate of sharing best practice and the BIGGA 
Bulletin Boards are a fantastic example of the willingness that 
practitioners in this industry have to help one another.  Access 
to this massive well of knowledge and experience is a major 
benefit of BIGGA membership and I would urge anyone who 
has not ventured in to the member’s area of www.bigga.org.uk 
to do so.  In future editions of this magazine we will endeavour 
to focus on some of the many success stories this forum has 
produced.

The more public face of our members sharing best practice 
is the annual gathering in Harrogate for the BIGGA Turf 
Management Exhibition (BTME), registration for 2012 is 
open so go to www.harrogateweek.org.uk to register now.  
You will see elsewhere in these pages details of the education 
programme and, for the first time visitor, how to get there and 
plan your stay.  

BTME is the important event in the calendar for all those 
in the golf course maintenance industry, we are fortunate 
that the exhibition continues to be well supported by the 
manufacturers, suppliers and contractors who value spending 
time face to face with our membership and many others 
involved in sports turf care.  We as an association need to 
show them our support by encouraging all of our friends and 
colleagues in the industry to attend the event.

In the News section earlier you will have read of the outcomes 
of discussions with the IOG and the AEA over the future of 
grounds and turf care trade shows. In objectively looking at 
our own show it was clear that whilst overlap exists with other 
shows, it is a small part of the overall picture. The discussions 
were positive and all sides are very comfortable with the 
outcome which will see BIGGA looking to collaborate with all of 
the other bodies in the sector as widely as possible. An excellent 
example is the BIGGA organised educational seminars taking 
place at the IOG’s show – Saltex – this month from which I 
expect to see greenkeepers and groundsmen alike taking 
valuable knowledge and information to help them in their day 
to day working lives. 

Jim Croxton

Scotland 
Timothy Leitch, North Section
Paul Livingstone, West Section
Kenny Nisbet, Ayrshire Section
Stewart Smith, West Section
Scott Wells, Central Section
 

northern region
Simon Smith, north Wales Section
kevin Wright, Cleveland Section

midland region 
Stuart Aho, Mid Anglia Section
David Ball, Mid Anglia Section
Antony Calvert, Berks/Bucks & Oxon 
Section
Claire Matthewman, Midland Section
John ratcliffe, east Midland Section
Gary Wood, Midland Section
Jackson Woolley, Berks/Bucks & Oxon 
Section

South east region
Philip Beeny, Surrey Section 
Tony Greenwood, Kent Section 
Josh Kelly, Sussex Section
Ben kemp, kent Section
Matthew kemp, kent Section
Matt King, Surrey Section
Adam Mortimer, Surrey Section
Roy Willis, Kent Section

South West/South Wales 
region
Sam Ampleford, South Coast Section
Martin Coleman, South West Section
John Ray, South Coast Section
Mark Young, South Wales Section

n Ireland
Phillip Snellin, northern Ireland 

For more information on 
new members log in to 
the members’ area of the 
bIgga Website.

bIgga welcomes the 
following new members

northern 
29th November 2011, 
Cookridge Hall golf Club

30th November 2011, 
birchwood golf Club 
Contact Peter Larter, RA, 
01476  550115

South east 
16 November 2011, Stock 
brook manor golf Club, 
essex  
Contact Clive Osgood, RA, 
01737 819343

South West & South east 
17 November 2011, Oaktree 
arena, Highbridge, 
Somerset 
Contact Jane Jones, RA, 
01454 270850

Scotland 
6 March 2012, Carnegie 
Conference Centre, 
Dunfermline 
Contact Peter Boyd, RA, 
0141 616 3440 

bIgga regional 
Conferences


