
Details of your Section’s forthcoming 
events in 2011 can be found here...

Diary of Events

Date Event Venue Contact

OCTOBER 
2011

October 
3rd and 
4th 

BIGGA National 
Championship sponsored 
by Charterhouse and 
Kubota

West Lancashire Golf 
Club

BIGGA HQ on 01347 833800 or info@
bigga.co.uk

October 
4th 

Ayrshire Section Turnberry Hotel Derek Wilson on 07770 734360 
or email derwlsn@aol.com

October 
5th

Midland Section Autumn 
Golf Event

Sandwell Park Golf 
Club

Andrew Smith on 07977 145091 
or email andysmithace@hotmail.
co.uk

October 
5th 

South West Section 
Autumn Event and AGM

Cotswold Hills Golf 
Club

Adam Matthews on 07732 503855 
or email adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk

October 
5th 

Devon & Cornwall Section 
AGM/Golf and Course 
Walk

Portmore Park Golf 
Club

George Pitts on 07929 754401 
or email gpitts.yelverton@googlemail.
com

October 
6th 

GTC Chairman of Green/
Secretary Managers 
Workshop

Northumberland Golf 
Club

Fiona Lyttle on 01347 838640 
or Fiona@the-gtc.co.uk

October 
6th 

South Coast Autumn 
Comp & AGM

Waterlooville Golf Club Chris Bitten on 07796 887633 or 
email chrisbitten@bitinternet.com

October 
12th 

East of England AGM and 
Golf

Orton Meadows Golf 
Club

Bruce Hicks on 07931 714922 or 
email brucehicks1@gmail.com

October 
12th 

Cleveland Section Event Eaglescliffe Golf Club Ian Pemberton on 07791 695768 or 
email ianpemberton60@yahoo.co.uk

October 
13th 

East Midlands Section 
Autumn Golf Day and 
AGM

Forest Hill Golf Club Nick Miles, email biggaeastmid@
gmail.com

October 
13th 

Tree Safety Management Alnwick Castle & Park Kat Wright – IOSH on 0116 257 3245 
or 
email kat.wright@iosh.co.uk

October 
14th 

South Wales Section 
Autumn Competition and 
AGM

Trefloyne Golf Club Steve Chappell on 07970 980899 or 
email chappell124@hotmail.co.uk

October 
18th 

One Day Pesticide Update 
Course 

Beaconsfield Golf Club, 
Bucks

Jane Glassett on 01959 575575 or 
email jane@jonallbutt.co.uk

October 
18th 

Amenity Basis Kilmarnock Golf Club Sherriff Amenity on 01638 721888 or 
email Kevin.whitby@agrovista.co.uk

October 
19th 

Amenity Basis Fairhaven Golf Club Sherriff Amenity on 01638 721888 or 
email Kevin.whitby@agrovista.co.uk

October 
20th 

East Anglia Section Event Aldeburgh Golf Club Ian Willett on 07929 205398 or 
email info@thorpeness.co.uk

October 
20th 

Amenity Basis Prior Hayes Golf Club Sherriff Amenity on 01638 721888 or 
email Kevin.whitby@agrovista.co.uk

October 
25th 

One Day Pesticide Update 
Course

Beaconsfield Golf Club, 
Bucks

Jane Glassett on 01959 575575 or 
email jane@jonallbutt.co.uk

October 
31st 

5 day Chainsaw Course 
CS30/CS31

Newbury & Crookham 
Golf Club, Berks

Jane Glassett on 01959 575575 or 
email jane@jonallbutt.co.uk
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Around The Green

Scotland	

Anthony Barnes, West Section
Howard Swan, Essex Section
Paul McClearn, West Section
Darren Marshall, West Section
Dale McNeil, East Section
Thomas O’Hara, East Section

Northern	

Shaun Harrison, North East 
Section; 
Danny Cotterill, Sheffield 
Section
Thomas Alexander, North East 
Section 
Ross Young, North East 
Section
Robin Little, North West 
Section
Robert Webb, Northern 
Section
Kenneth Brown, North East 
Section
Sean Markey, Northern 
Section

Midland	

Jeff Mason, East Midland 
Section
David Gilmour, East of 
England Section
Daniel Halffman, Berks/Bucks 
& Oxon Section
Robert Patton, Berks/Bucks & 
Oxon Section

South East

Matthew Craig, Surrey Section
John Andrews, East Anglia 
Section
David Smith, East Anglia 
Section
Sam Seymour, London 
Section
Ross Surridge, Essex Section
Lee Whyte, Surrey Section
Roy Woodage, East Anglia 
Section
Kevin Vidler, Surrey Section
Simon Edwards, Kent Section
Thomas Newell, Surrey 
Section
Robin King, Kent Section
Jacob Rous, Surrey Section

South West/
South Wales

South West and South Wales
Dale Athey, South Coast 
Section
Moira Hoath, South Coast 
Section
Tom Smith, South Coast 
Section
Mike Harris, South West 
Section
 

For more info on 
new members 
log in to the 
Members’ Area at 
www.bigga.org.uk

BIGGA 
welcomes the 
following new 
members

patronage partners for all of 
their support for 2011, Ecosol, 
Irritech Ltd, Countrywide, 
British Seed House, Headland, 
Avoncrop, Martyn Lane Golf 
Signs, your support is very 
much appreciated by the whole 
Section.   

Remember that we also have 
our own South West Section 
facebook page, proving to be 
very useful, only for it grow as 
more of you become involved. 
If you are not a member of the 
page, it’s time you were, ask for 
the link and ill happily forward 
it to you.  

adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk

07732503855

Devon and Cornwall 

Hello all,
Our season of events will 

be starting with our AGM at 
Portmore Park, on Wednesday, 
October 5. This will be a great 
opportunity to see the great 
work that has been done at 
Portmore in order to achieve the 
“Overall Achievement Award” in 
the Golf Environment Awards. 
Members will have the opportu-
nity to play the course or attend 
a course walk lead by Colin 
and Josh Webber. After lunch, 
the Section will be holding its 
Annual General Meeting in the 
clubhouse. It would be great 
to see a good number of the 
Devon and Cornwall members 
in attendance and contributing 
to the meeting.

Our second meeting of the 
year will be at Carlyon Bay on 
Wednesday, November 9. Again, 
golf or a course walk, lunch 
followed by an educational pre-
sentation by Paul Morris, GBR 
Technology. Paul, will be giving a 
presentation on wetting agents. 
Paul graduated with a Masters 
from Oxford and has many 
years of experience working with 
and developing safactant based 
products.

Roger Davey (Irritech Ltd) 
will be running an “Irrigation 
Workshop” at Torquay Golf 
Club on Thursday, November 
24. The Workshop will be free to 
the first 20 Devon and Cornwall 
BIGGA Members to put their 
name down. There will also be 
a “Sprayer Update Course” to be 

held at Launceston Golf Club, 
date to be advised. If you are 
interested in any of the above 
courses, please contact me 
asap.

George Pitts
Section Secretary
Bigga Devon & Cornwall
07929 754401
gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

South Coast

Hope the season is going well 
for you all, by the time you read 
this we should be into a calm 
warm October!

Firstly, the Section played 
the annual match against the 
South West, at West Wilts Golf 
Club, in late August. As always 
our opponents fielded an excep-
tional amount of talent on a very 
testing day. For once we were 
not whitewashed and managed 
to scramble a half, it does mean 
that the South West retains the 
Cup, but at least we got closer 
than we have in many years. 

The course was in perfect 
condition and a joy to play. Well 
done Neil Bungay and his team.

My next point is the Section 
Seminar, which has caused 
more than a few headaches over 
the year. The committee have 
decided not to run the seminar 
this autumn as co-ordinating 
dates with the venue and speak-
ers has proved impossible. 
We will be pursuing the same 
format at Milton Abbey School 
in Dorset in February, 2012. 
The date will be confirmed later 
on but it will be during the half 
term week, Feb 13-18. Our 
guest speaker will be Jim McK-
enzie, from Celtic Manor venue 
of last year’s Ryder Cup. The full 
format will be published nearer 
the date.

Changes afoot in the Section 
Committee, our Secretary, Chris 
Bitten, has decided to call it a 
day. Although Chris will stay on 
Committee he does not want the 
responsibility of the Secretary’s 
role. Thanks for all you have 
done, Chris, the time you have 
put in has been much appreci-
ated over the years. The role 
will be filled by Alex McCombie, 
currently working for Symbio. 
Alex served on the committee for 
several years before he took a job 
in Denmark so is well versed in 

how the Section works.
I have also decided to stand 

down from the Chairman’s  
position that I have held for 
several years. I would like 
formally to hand over to a new 
Chairman at the 2012 AGM so 
the Section has a year to find my 
replacement. As always anyone 
interested in the committee 
should make contact with me or 
any of the team to let us know. 

The Autumn tournament is at 
Waterlooville on October 6, if you 
aren’t down to play get in touch 
with Kev Glass on glassy2003@
hotmail.com . Remember this is 
a new venue for the section and 
our AGM. See you there!

Tony Gadd

South Wales

Our annual match against 
the South West took place at 
Chippenham GC in Wiltshire. 
After last year’s disaster at 
Ashburnham we where all 
determined to put up a better 
fight this time round. We arrived 
at Chippenham on a typically 
Welsh summer’s day (overcast) 
and enjoyed the hospitality 
shown to us by the South West 
guy’s. Team Captain, Andy 
Roach, told us of the pairings 
and gave us our instructions 
and off we went. 

On what’s best described 
as a tight golf course, all of the 
matches seemed to be nip and 
tuck until myself and Big D saw 
Andy Roach and Colin Thomas 
walking down the 10th as we 
headed up the 9th. “How you 
getting on?” we asked. “4 down,” 
was the reply, which wasn’t 
great as we had just seen Paul 
Handy and Wayne Benger, who 
were in the group behind us and 
they where also trailing by the 
same score. Anyway to cut a 
long story short Paul & Wayne 
managed to turn their match 
around and won by 1 hole. 
Andy & Colin lost their match 
by 1 hole, Ian Kinley and Rhys 
Williams won their match, Big D 
and I halved, Huw Morgan and 
Mark Anderton lost theirs as did 
Rhys McDonagh and Mirrion 
Griffiths. The final score being 
a win for the South West by 3 
1/2 to 2 ½. Despite the defeat 
it was a good afternoon’s golf 

and the meal that followed was 
first class. Inscapes sponsored 
the day so our thanks to James 
Rees for his continued support.

We’ve had a number of fixture 
re arrangements so anyone 
looking out for the results of the 
match against the GCMA can 
find out those in next month’s 
magazine and also the result of 
the Rigby Taylor finals. Hope-
fully my partner and I come out 
on top.

Saltex this year has been a 
huge success. Many thanks to 
those of you who managed to 
brave the elements and travel 
up many of you from deepest 
darkest Wales and hopefully we 
can even double the number of 
you guys and get you all up to 
Harrogate this year Jane Jones 
is aready starting to take names 
and numbers of those whishing 
to attend.

I heard yesterday that con-
gratulations are in order for 
Rhys Norville, of Newport GC, 
who is heading off to a new job 
and a new life in New Zealand. 
Rhys, of course, won the Toro 
Student Greenkeeper of the 
Year award last year and we 
wish him all the very best in the 
future. Make sure you keep in 
touch mate.

(Steve Chappell writes)
Finally, in case you haven’t 

heard, I am also on the move. I 
will be leaving South Wales after 
seven and a half years to take on 
the Head Greenkeeper position 
on the PGA Centenary course 
at Gleneagles. I don’t start until 
October 17, so will be around for 
a while but, in case I don’t catch 
you before I go, I would just like 
to say that it has been a pleasure 
working with you and all the 
guy’s here in the Section. There 
are some great golf courses here 
in South Wales and we have 
some great greenkeepers look-
ing after them. 

Steve. On a personal note, 
thank you for all the support 
that you have given to all of us in 
the South Wales Section. Peter 
Lacey certainly had a big pair 
of boots to fill but you turned 
them into size 14’s! South Wales 
will be at a huge loss without 
you on board and may we wish 
you every success in the future. 
Thanks Steve.

P.S. Don’t come looking down 
here for any squeegee guys in 
2014 most of us are still recover-
ing from 2010 mate.

Peter Holmstrom and mainly 
this month again Steve Chap-
pell.




