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Around The Green Around The Green
Club. The final four pairings 
battled out the semi final in the 
morning with Daryl Jones and 
Steve Chappell winning through 
along with Mark Anderton and 
Paul Handy to make the final. 
Clive Moran and myself, Huw 
Morgan and, straight down the 
middle, Andy Roach unfortu-
nately tied for third place, Leav-
ing the top boys to fight it out. 
Lunch was had and after a few 
arguments it was agreed that 
Daryl and Steve would receive 
11 shots. Could Paul and Mark 
overhaul such a margin? Being 
5 up at the turn Steve and Daryl 
looked home and dry but the 
boys battled back they pulled 
one then two then three shots 
back. 

Never seen Steve show any 
signs  of nerves before but, 
believe me, there were! Eventu-
ally Steve and Daryl hung on to 
record a 2&1 victory, but well 
done to Paul and Mark for such 
a great effort. Well done all.

Our AGM and Autumn comp 
has been held at Trefloyne Golf 
Club. Please read next month’s 
magazine for results and news 
from the AGM.

The Regional Seminar this 
year is to be held at The Oak-
tree Centre, just off Jct 22 M5 
Burnham on Sea turn off, on 
November 17. We have a fantas-
tic array of speakers for the day.

Craig Richardson, Bristol City 
Football Club; Chris Haspel, 
Castle Stuart Golf Club; Huw 
Morgan, Ashburnham Golf 
Club; Mark Hunt, Headland 
Amenity, and Cale Bigalow, of 
the USA

It will be a fantastic day so if as 
many of us can attend it will be 
hugely to are benefit. 

Thanks for reading guys.
Peter Holmstrom

South west

Just recently we had another 
fantastic golf day! This time we 
visited Cotswold Hills G.C, home 
of Section Team Captain, Wayne 
Vincent. I honestly have to say 
that this could have been one of 
the best Section events we have 
had in a little while, the course 
was in amazing condition, from 
tee to green  very everything was 
clean...! 

We were also very well sup-

ported by you guys, so thank 
you to everyone that made an 
appearance. 

Having been our AGM, this 
made this event even more 
important to us, the minutes 
are now available for you, please 
drop me an e-mail and I will 
happily forward them on.

With the competition winners 
being, Nearest the Pin at the 9th, 
Zack Brooks. Nearest the Pin at 
the 15th, Craig Swindle. Overall 
winners’ Third, on countback, 
Elliott Nicholls, 33 pts. Second, 
John Keenaghan, 35 pts; First, 
Craig Swindle, 36 pts. 

As I mentioned this was our 
AGM, this is the time of year that 
people are nominated for your 
committee, The roles are as fol-
lowed, Chairman, Chris Sealey;  
Secretary, Adam Matthews; 
Treasurer, Nobby Knight; Edu-
cation, Paul Worster; Fixtures, 
Tim Morgan; Team Captain, 
Wayne Vincent; Vice Captain, 
Paul Garland; Regional Board. 
John Keenaghan and Jamie 
Acton; Somerset Representa-
tive, Roger Neale; Trade Repre-
sentative, Sam Honeybourne, 
Countrywide. 

I would also like to welcome 
Jaey Goodchild to the commit-
tee. Jaey, coming from Rich-
mond GC, in Surrey, but now 
calling Bowood GC his home. 
Welcome Jaey, we all very much 
look forward to you becoming 
involved. 

We also have a new facebook 
page for the South West Section, 
one that will make it much more 
convenient for you all to use, you 
don’t having to do anything, just 
enjoy this amazing feature you 
have at your finger tips. 

I would like to thank our 
patronage partners for all of 
their support for 2011, Ecosol; 
Irritech Limited; Countrywide; 
British Seed House; Headland; 
Avoncrop; Martyn Lane Golf 
Signs. Your support is very 
much appreciated by the whole 
Section.   

See you all very soon,
adam.l.matthews@hotmail.

co.uk
07732503855

South Coast

Welcome to the latest South 
Coast column, I hope all your 

Jim 
Croxton 
Chief  
Executive

last month I had the privilege of spending two days at 
the west lancashire Golf Club for the BIGGA National 
Championship. The Course Manager, John Muir, and 
his team presented the historic venue in immaculate 
condition for a tournament featuring nearly a hundred 
of his peers while Mother Nature did her best to make 
sure finding John’s superb greens was no mean feat.

The event presented a golden opportunity to spend time in 
the company of so many BIGGA members in a relaxed, yet 
competitive, environment and naturally the conversations held 
were wide and varied.

 There was one topic though that seemed to be prominent 
in nearly every discussion: communication.  It is clear that 
to ensure that golfers, club officials and owners understand 
the importance of the work our members do in providing 
well maintained golf courses year in year out we need to ably 
communicate with all parties.

This communication has traditionally tended to focus 
on conveying what has been done rather than in managing 
people’s understanding and expectations of what needs to 
happen to ensure playing surfaces remain good and continue 
to improve.

 One conversation I had was a prime example - a BIGGA 
member explained how following some routine aeration, the 
professional at his club had been explaining to the members 
that the greenkeeper had ruined the hitherto excellent greens 
and that the course was now not worth playing.

This message to the club members could have been 
conveyed in a much more positive light if the greenkeeper in 
question had taken the time to communicate in advance to 
both the professional and the membership the reasons for the 
aeration and how it was a vital part in producing such good 
greens in the first place.

 As our discussion in the West Lancs clubhouse continued 
fellow BIGGA members pointed out the importance of 
giving consideration to the impact their work has on other 
departments in the golf club.

Different people had differing views on how best to 
communicate with their colleagues and club members but the 
consensus was that we can definitely all improve.  I believe that 
BIGGA needs to focus on helping its members to communicate 
at all levels and this will be a priority for us over the coming 
months. As we know from the Bulletin Boards there is rarely 
a problem that one or more of our members don’t know the 
solution to and I am convinced that if we harness some of the 
good communication practice already being utilised across our 
membership we can make things better for us all.

Jim Croxton

Surrey

Wednesday October 5. It’s just 
two months since I hung up the 
van keys and took up residence 
in the Old People’s home in 
Banstead. The foods OK, but 
the sponge baths are not what 
I expected, so I’m going to do a 
runner tonight when matron is 
asleep. 

Just another example of the 
dreams I have been having 
since I started collecting wild 
mushrooms for a hobby. The 
book in which the safe fungi are 
described, I bought in a charity 
shop but as most of the pictures 
are missing, it’s no wonder that 
I have decided to go back to 
Waitrose.  

Tony Bremer has just sent an 
email requesting that if anyone 
is looking to replace their old 
rotary rough mower, he will be 
interested in taking it of their 
hands. Roger Tydeman’s reply 
‘got a Flymo’ was not helpful, 
although amusing, and is prob-
ably a better offer than my scis-
sor suggestion. Please, if anyone 
can help with a machine, or a 
flock of sheep, Tony will be 
delighted to hear from you.

Dave Worner, greenkeeper 
extraordinaire, is taking six 
months leave from his job at 
Hindhead GC to explore Aus-
tralia. When he returns I will 
interview him and report to you, 
in this very magazine, about 
his adventures. I am expecting 
tales of ‘daring do’ in the style of 
‘Crocodile Dundee’ but the truth 
may be stranger than fiction. 
Only time will tell.

Thursday October 6. The final 
of the Surrey Bowl took place at 
Foxhills GC today. After an inter-
esting and very sporting match 
the winners who were three up 
after nine holes and won two 
and one were Dan Murray, from 
the Roehampton Club, and Neil 
McDonald, from Wentworth 
GC. The worthy runners up 
were Gavin Kyle, Knole Park 
GC, and Richard Fortmuller. 
Many thanks to the sponsors 
of this year’s Surrey Bowl, 
Tacit Golf Course Equipment, 
whose representative and semi 
retired yours truly, presented 
the Surrey Bowl Trophy and 
the cash prizes. Dave Wyborn, 

Course Manager at Foxhills, 
joined us for the last few holes 
and the meal afterwards. Many 
thanks to Dave and Foxhills GC 
for again providing an excellent 
venue.

The National Champion-
ship Competition was won by 
Surrey member Jason Hunt, 
Addington Palace GC, with in 
second place another Surrey 
greenkeeper Kevin Boxall, 
Guildford GC. That elegant 
and one time Surrey member, 
Douglas Iolanthe Fernie, a per-
sonal friend and former Surrey 
Bowl partner, won his handicap 
section. I was pleased that the 
many tips I have given to him 
over the many years are now 
paying off.

Steve Bush, Mechanic at St 
Georges Hill GC, and that legend 
in formula lawn mower racing, 
has once again taken his team, 
‘Stroke by Pussy Cats’, to first 
place, in group 2 rollers, in the 
12 hour ordeal race at Five Oaks 
in Sussex. Starting at 7pm on 
September 24 his team com-
pleted 299 laps [250 miles] with 
three drivers. The ‘Pussy Cats’, 
dressed in their best leopard 
skins, came 11th overall and 
all money made was donated to 
charity.    

This is the sort of information 
and news that I need so let me 
know yours or else its back to 
my favourite Isle.     

Brian Willmott 
07879474038.  email brian.

willmott@hotmail.co.uk              

essex

With only just two weeks to go 
before the South East Regional 
Conference on Wednesday, 
November 16, at Stock Brook 
The Country Club, and being 
held by our Section. It is time (if 
you have not already done so) to 
get your reservation in. Places 
are limited for this event and 
with the quality of speakers on 
offer, a call to Clive on 07841-
948.410 or 01737-819.343 is 
essential to reserve your seat. 
Tickets are free to Essex Section 
members £10 to guests and 
other members.

Darren Baldwin, Tottenham 
Hotspur FC; Peter Craig, Essex 
County Cricket Club; Richard 
Whyman, Burnham & Berrow 

Golf Club; Stuart Kerrison, The 
Hurlingham Club; Greg Evans, 
Ealing Golf Club. 

Talk on the way they manage 
the varying conditions they 
encounter through out there 
playing seasons and how they 
tackle the different heights of 
cut to achieve the best out of 
their turf. 

This will be followed by a 
question and answer season, 
when you can put your views 
to the lecturers and seek 
some answers to your niggling 
problems. Plus you will have a 
chance to meet and speak to our 
new BIGGA Chief Executive, 
Jim Croxton.

This event has be sponsored 
by the following companies: 

Amenity Technology; Bailey’s 
of Norfolk; Banks Amenity 
Products; Blade Amenity; CMW 
Equipment Ltd; Collier Turf 
Care; Ernest Doe & Sons; GM 
Amenity; Golf Mats UK; Head-
land Amenity Products; Irriga-
tion & Water; Limagrain UK; Old 
Forge Mowers; Otley College; 
Payne’s Turf; Philip Liverton 
Ltd; P. Tuckwell Ltd; Premier 
Plan; Prime Irrigation; Rainbird 
Europe; Rigby Taylor Ltd; Ever-
ris (Scotts Professional); Sheriff 
Amenity; Town & Country Turf 
Ltd; Sea Nymph Chaingreen; 
Tey Farm Systems; WJ Green 
Ltd and Writtle College.

We would also like to thank 
Stock Brook The Country Club 
and owner, Terry Peachey, for 
the use of their fine facilities.

The destination of the Essex 
BIGGA Autumn Trophy was 
Langdon Hills Golf and Country 
Club, and weather conditions 
couldn’t have been any better. 
The course was in fantastic 
condition thanks to Course 
Manager, Tony Dunston and his 
team of greenkeepers.  

Some of the scoring was very 
impressive with the overall 
winner being Liam Springett, 
Stoke by Nayland, with 39 pts,  
Category 2 was occupied by two 
Channels contingents, Richard 
Dunmow with 38 pts and Mal-
colm Smith 37 pts. 

In Category 1 first position 
went to Tom Smith, Colne 
Valley, with 29 pts and second 
place went to Andy Toomey, 
Boyce Hill, with 23 pts.  Trade 
was won by Neil Peachey, 
Tuckwells, and the best guest 
was won Steve Crosdale 36 pts. 
Longest Drive was won by Liam 
Springett and Nearest the Pin by 
Simon Bartrum (guest).

A massive thank you to Lang-

don Hills for there hospitality 
and we look forward to our next 
golf day which is also the AGM 
at Orsett Golf Club, on Tuesday, 
December 6. Entry’s close on 
November 30 for this team 
event, entry fee is £66 per team 
of four (at least two players must 
be Section Members) or £16.50 
for individuals, who will then be 
teamed up by Andy.

Don’t forget the Regional 
Conference, being held in our 
Section on the Wednesday, 
November 16. Details on our 
website.

If you have anything for inclu-
sion in Greenkeeper Interna-
tional or on the Section’s Website 
www.essexbigga.co.uk please 
contact me on 07764-862.337 
or at essexbigga@talktalk.net

Arnold Phipps-Jones

South west and 
South wales

South wales 

Wow what a weekend! Record 
temperatures and un-broken 
sunshine. Isn’t it funny how two 
years can be completely differ-
ent, Last year, at the same time 
I was swimming at times during 
the Ryder Cup, and this year 
swimming in the sea at Rest 
Bay on October 1! Who knows 
what’s to come next.

Come on Wales hopefully 
when you guys get to read this 
we can call ourselves Rugby’s 
World Champions! (Afraid not 
this time, Peter! – Ed) Safely 
through to the quarters I think 
we’d have comfortably beaten 
the Irish, and maybe drawn the 
English in the semi. We would 
then try to do what the Welsh 
greenkeepers can’t and beat 
them. 

Who’s knows what can 
happen. Dan Carter, arguably 
the best rugby player of all time 
(behind our greats of course) 
unfortunately out, even the 
unbeatable All Blacks look a 
little fragile…

The Rigby Taylor Matchplay 
final. Thank you to Dave Carvey 
and Peter Griffiths, of Rigby 
Taylor, for being fantastic hosts 
and putting on a fantastic finals 
day held at Green Meadow Golf 

To understand the importance 
of the work our members do in 
providing well maintained golf 
courses year in year out we need to 
ably communicate with all parties




