
The annual competition for the 
Norrie Whytock Trophy took place 
at the usual venue Auchterarder 
Golf Club recently.

With a full compliment of five 
teams taking part, the weather at 
the beginning of play was quite 
favourable and some excellent 
scoring was recorded. Although the 
weather deteriorated near the end 
of play, this did not hinder the field 
and the good scoring continued 
till all the players were finished. 
Archie Dunn and his staff are to be 
congratulated on producing a first 
class golf course.

The scoring was its usual high 
standard. In third place with 
88 points was the West Section 
team comprised S. Taylor, 
Glasgow GC; D. Reid, Lenzie GC; 
S.Diamond, Loch Lomond, and C. 
George, Retired Member. Second 
with a total of 103 pts was the 
Central Section comprising, P. 
Murphy, Downfield GC, E. Small, 
Retired Member, and J. Watson, 
St.Andrews Links. The winners 
this year were the North Section 

with a total of 104 pts, team 
members R. Macrae, Newmachar 
GC, J. McCormack, Kirriemuir 
GC, Ri. Pirie, Newmachar GC and 
finally D. Middleton, Deeside GC, 
who recorded the best individual 
score with 41 pts.

The team prize was accepted by 
Jim McCormack on behalf of the 
North Section from Kenny Liddell, 
Bayer’s representative in Scotland. 

Scottish Chairman Stuart Taylor 
thanked Kenny Liddell and Bayer 
for once again sponsoring this 
year’s tournament.

The Association wish to place 
on record their thanks to the 
Captain and Committee for the 
courtesy and facilities and to David 
Smith, Managing Secretary for his 
assistance.

Next year’s tournament will take 
place on 16 August, 2012.

Peter J. Boyd
Regional Administrator
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The GTC, in association 
with the EGU is hosting 
three further workshops as 
part of a pilot programme to 
introduce Quality Assured 
short courses and workshops 
for golf club officials and 
managers.

The workshops are: 
November 9, Old Fold Manor 
Golf Club, Hertfordshire; 
November 17, Rotherham 
Golf Club, South Yorkshire; 

November 25 Sundridge Park 
Golf Club, Kent; January 
26, Oakdale Golf Club, 
North Yorkshire; February 
22 Cold Ashby Golf Club, 
Northamptonshire. Further 
dates still to be announced.

The GTC has engaged the 
services of Laurence Pithie, 
MG, and one of its Quality 
Assured Training Providers, 
to present these workshops.  
Comprehensive course notes 

will be given to all delegates 
attending the workshop.

To view the programme 
visit www.the-gtc.co.uk

The cost of the workshop 
is £60pp to include 
refreshments, lunch and 
course materials. 

Places are strictly limited 
therefore early application is 
advisable. Call the GTC on 
Tel: 01347 838640 or email 
fiona@the-gtc.co.uk 

GTC ANNoUNCeS New DATeS

The Annual General Meeting 
of BIGGA will be held 
during Harrogate Week, 
on Wednesday, January 
25, 2012, at 5.15pm in the 
Queen’s Suite at the Harrogate 
International Centre.

All paperwork, including the 
agenda and proxy voting forms 
will be available on the BIGGA 
Website from December 20.

AGM 
Notice

Paul Carella, an Assistant at The Richmond Club, 
in London, is making quite a splash as a singer and 
recently competed in a National Open Mic contest.

“I sung Ring of Fire by Johnny Cash and one of my 
own original songs called Red Sole Woman,” explained 
Paul

“I didn’t get through this time, but my performance 
has generated interest from a couple of record labels..

Paul has been singing seriously for two years playing 
pubs around London and has had two of his own songs 
from his first album, Outlaw, on an American radio 
show, HosstheBoss, based in Texas.

“I had two top 20 finishes out of the best 350 songs 
of each year, 2009 and 2010. The songs were called, A 
Letter For My Brother and Drifter. I also did a guest dj 
appearance on the show and I’ll be back on again next 
year,” said Paul, who also played at Guilfest this year, 
where Razorlight, Roger Daltrey and James Blunt wer 
among the acts.

You can check out some of Paul’s original songs at 
www.myspace.com/paulcarella and keep up to date with 
his music at paul carella-music on facebook.

Singing the Greens

Chairman’s word
National Chairman, Andrew Mellon,  
gives his thoughts for the month

Changing seasons
Well, winter is officially here, and 
already we have had a few frosts to 
contend with. when you read this, 
the clocks will have changed, and the 
daylight hours drastically reduced. 
Going to work in the dark, as usual, 
but coming home in it also, is not far 
away. 

The changing seasons add variety to the 
job, and every year throws up something 
new for us to deal with. Last year was the 
prolonged snow and ice, what is it going to 
be this year? It’s good at this time of year to 
reflect on the season past, and learn from 
what went well, and what didn’t.

In some ways in the UK we are fortunate 
with the climate we have to operate in, with 
less of the pests, diseases, temperature and 
drought extremes which they suffer else-
where in the world. But it is not without its 
disadvantages. We do, on the whole though , 
manage to produce decent playing surfaces 
for the majority of the year, some with more 
difficulty than others due to their soil types, 
drainage, resources, etc. 

As the weather worsens the demand for 
play drops, thankfully, and there is a task to 
be done protecting the course from damage 
by spreading wear and protecting all the 
fragile and wetter areas. The skills dem-
onstrated by our members in dealing with 
these challenging circumstances allow golf-
ers to continue to enjoy golf in areas, which 
would normally resemble flood plains. 

However, we are not miracle workers, and 
as many of you will no doubt experience, 
there is a limit to what can be done. Many 
courses will experience very wet conditions, 
and extreme difficulty in doing anything 
about it. 

Hopefully your members/owners will 
understand that you are doing everything 
with the resources they provide. It’s not 
easy, but communication to them at these 
times is crucial, backed up with evidence 
and information, so they understand what 
the limitations are. You can also propose 
solutions, again backed up with evidence, 
costs etc, which allow them to make the 
decision on whether investment is worth-
while for what they desire.

These challenges are not new, and Green-
keepers have always had to deal with this, 

but it is becoming more difficult as golfers’ 
expectations now are much higher, even 
while we face this difficult economic climate.  

If you are uncertain about how to deal 
with such a situation, or need any help or 
advice, I’d encourage you to seek support 
from your fellow members. Use the bul-
letin boards on the website, talk to other 
Head Greenkeepers nearby, and share your 
experiences.  

Congratulations to our new National 
Champion Jason Hunt, and to the other 
prize winners who took part in the National 
Championship at West Lancs. 

I was unable to attend due to other com-
mitments, but I’m reliably informed it was a 
closely fought contest on a great course, and 
enjoyed by all. 

Many thanks to John Muir and his team 
for their efforts, to the club for hosting the 
event and to the sponsors, Kubota and 
Charterhouse. Also to our staff who helped 
organise the event so well.  

The CEO, Jim Croxton, has been working 
hard with the team on the Strategic Review, 
and is starting to share his findings with the 
Board. This review cannot be done alone 
and we require the co-operation and assis-
tance of the section committees. We shall be 
contacting them to help in this process.  

If you look back at how the Association 
formed, it was by like minded individual 
members seeking out help and advice from 
colleagues, understanding that collectively 
they could achieve and learn more than in 
isolation. 

In a similar way, we would like to ask 
the sections to support us in learning more 
about the members we have and how the 
sections are functioning. You will be doing 
your Association a great service by helping 
in any way you can with this work.  

As the Association has grown, and the 
workload increased, we have relied more 

heavily on the work of our employed staff. 
However, there are elements of being an 
Association which rely heavily upon you 
- the member - playing a part, which will 
make it stronger and of more benefit not 
only to you, but to every Greenkeeper. 

Please, if asked, do what you can to 

help. In my greenkeeping career I’ve been 
fortunate to say that I have never had a 
Greenkeeper refuse me help. Not many pro-
fessions would be able to say that, and that 
is why we are such a strong Association. 

I hope to see as many of you this year at 
Harrogate as possible. 

The Chief Executive and the Board will be 
presenting some of the plans for the future 
of your Association, based on the findings 
of the Strategic Review. It would be good to 
hear your initial feedback and any further 
views at that time.

Meantime, please feel free to contact 
myself or any Board member if you wish to 
discuss these matters further.

My best regards, 
Andrew Mellon
07780 995602
amellon@elmwood.ac.uk

As the weather worsens the demand for play 
drops, and there is a task to be done protecting 
the course from damage by spreading wear and 
protecting all the fragile and wetter areas
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